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PREFACE.
In the yePr 1868, the editor, while professor at the
Washington UL._7ersity of St. Louis, :Missouri, was requested.
by the General Convention of the New Church in America
to undertake a journey to Sweden, for the purpose of securing
a photo-lithographic reproduction of all the unpulJlished manuscripts of Swedenborg.

He accordingly embarked for Europe

at the end of July of the same year, and towards the end of
September arrived in Stockholm, where he at once entered
upon the work of his important mission.
After accomplishing the preliminary part of his task, that
of making a most minute and careful examination of the
Swe<lenborg 1\ISS., which are preserved in the Library of the
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, he, while engaged one day
in the Royal Library in turning over some of its literary treasures,
laid his hand upon some documents respecting Swedenborg
which had never been published in the English language.

It

was then that the idea occurred to him of not only making
an exhaustive examination of the author's unpublished. writings,
but also of collecting such documents respecting him as might
still be in existence, scattered over the various parts of his
native country.
The H.oyal Librarian in Stockholm, l\Ir. G. E. l{lemming,
kindly entered into the editor's plans, and, at his request, at once
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issued a circular which was inserted in most of the Swedish
journals, soliciting all who were in possession of letters acltlressed
to, or written by, Swedenborg, or other documents respecting
him, to send them to the Royal Library in Stockholm, where
certified copies would be taken.

At the same time direct

appeals were made by the Royal Librarian and l\Ir. J. A. Ahlstrand, lihraria._. of the Royal Academy of Sciences, to all
antiquarians and collectors in furtherance of this object.
The result was the accumulation, in a short time, of a vast
mass of information respecting Swedenborg, the very existence
of which had not previously been suspected.
The most fruitful sources of documentary information were:
First~

the Cathedral-Library at Linkoping; whither the editor,

by the advice of his faithful coadjutors, undertook a journey
about the end of October, 1868, and where the Consistory,
under the presidency of Bishop Bring, with the greatest readiness
resolved to send to the Royal Library in Stockholm all the
volumes which contained letters or other documents respecting
Sweden borg; at the same time instructing the Royal Librarian
to place these volumes freely at the service of the editor.
From these volumes are derived seventy-one of the documents
in Section III, and two of those in Section IV.

Secondly,

the Library of the Academy of Sciences, which supplied twentyfive of the letters in Section II, seventeen of those in Section III,
four documents of Section IV, twenty-five of Section VI, and
three of great importance in Section VII; it provided, besides, the journals of Swedenborg's travels, which are printed
in Section VIII, with some letters contained in Section IX.
Thirdly, the Royal I.Jibrary in Stockholm; the present custodian
of the treasures of Count Engestrom's library (see foot-note to.
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Document 137), from which have been derived two letters in
Section I, four documents in Section IY, one in Section Y,
and several in Section XI.

In the Royal Library is pre-

served also the interesting document entitled "Swedenborg's
Dreams," of which an account is given in Section VIII.
In November 1868, the editor left Sweden in order to lay
the results of his investigations respecting the t,Swedenborg 1\:ISS.
before the friends of the New Church at la~·ge; and in June
1869 he returned to Sweden with instructions from the General

Convention of the New Church in America (which was soon after
joined by the General Conference in Great Britain) to commence
the photo-lithographic reproduction of the unpublished writings
of Swedenborg.
""rhile engaged in the superintendence of this work he
continued to seek, by all available means, to increase his
stock of Documents; and permission having been granted by
the authorities of the College of Commerce, he entered upon
a systematic examination of the records of the College of l\Iines
during the time Swedenborg had been officially connected with
it, from 1717 to 1747.

~rhe

results of this investigation are

contained, partly in Section V, and partly in Section VI. He
supplemented his researches in the College of 1\fines by
investigations in the Royal Archives, free access to which had
heen granted him by the superintendent, Count Oxenstjerna.
Besides, the Court of Appeals opened to him its hidden treasures, and an interesting law-suit was there discovered, an
abstract of which is contained in Document 132, Section IV.
~rhe

funds which were required for collecting and tran-

scribing this vast mass of documents, were supplied by the
American Document Committee, which is under the direction
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of the Rev. W. II. Benade, secretary of the American Sweden·
borg 1\ISS. Committee; L. C. Jungerich, Esq. of Philadelphia,
and the editor of the present work; to this committee also
belong the original documents which were thus obtained.

A

copy of these documents was taken by the General Conference
at its own expense, and deposited by resolution with the
Swedenborg Society, for safe custody.
At the end of l\fay, 1870, the editor left Stockholm, having
successfully accomplished the task of reproducing, by the photo·
lithographic process, the unpublished 1\fSS. of Emanuel Sweden·
borg.

Soon after his arrival in London, an account of the

documents he had collected was published in the "Intellectual
Repository;" and the Rev. Augustus Clissolcl was so much
impressed with the importance of having them made accessible
to the English reader, that he placed £200 at the disposal
of the Swedenborg Society, for the purpose of having them
translated.
At the request of the Committee of the Swedenborg Society
the editor undertook the work of translating and preparing
these documents for the press.

He soon found, however, that

it would be necessary for him, not only to translate the new
documents discovered by him in Sweden, but also to give a
new version of almost all those that had been previously
published, as, for instance, Sandel's Eulogium, Robsahm's
Memoirs, and others, which had been rendered into English,
not from

the

originals,

but from French and German

versions.
It was found necessary also to subject all the documents

which had been discovered to a close scrutiny, and to separate
the genuine from the spurious. Doubtful testimony had to be
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analysed, and reasons given for either accepting or rejecting it;
and where contradictory evidence occurred, an attempt had to
be made to arrive at the truth according to the laws of evidence.
All this entailed on the editor a great amount of labour. But
that labour, great as it was, rendered further exertion necessary.
He found it requisite to make laborious researches, in order
to obtain information respecting the life and character of the
various persons whose names occur in the documents, or who
have given their testimony concerning Swedenborg. The results
of these researches are embodied in notes appended to the first
and second volumes.

The authorities chiefly consulted in

the preparation of these notes are, Anrep's uSvenslca Adelns
Attar- Tajhw," the uBiogra.fislct Lexicon Ojver Namnkunnige
Svenslm

~Iiin,"

u1:\. .ya Kyt·kan och dess injlytande 1JC't Theologiens

Studiwn i Sverige," and Dr. Kahl's uNarratiuncnlce de vi tis
Hominwn in E. Swedenborgii Diariis Commenwratorum," the

German uconversations-Lexicon," and the "Eucyclopcedia Britan-

nicct." It was thought it would be interesting and instructive
to those who accept Swedenborg's testimony as a seer, to
learn what he has said regarding the state in the other world
of the more prominent of those persons who figure in these
documents, therefore his theological works, and especially his
"Spiritual Diary," have been frequently brought into requisition
in the preparation of the notes.
At the request of the editor, the Committee of the Swedenborg Society appointed the Rev. \Vi11iam Bruce, editor of the
"Intellectual Repository," to assist him with his advice and
otherwise, in preparing the materials for the press.

Besides

his assistance, help has also been rendered by l\Ir. James
Speirs, the publisher of the work.

Notwithstanding, howeYer,
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the care and labour bestowed upon it, it has been found
impossible in all instances to make the meaning quite clear,
the originals being in many passages very obscure.

This is

especially the case with the letters that passed between Swedenborg and his brother-in-law, Ericus Benzelius, in many of which
allusions are made that could only have been understood, and
were only intended to be understood, by each other.
Still, with these and other imperfections, the editor indulges
the hope that the present collection of documents, many of
which have no doubt been rescued from destruction or oblivion,
will be accepted by the members of the New Church as an important contribution towards a knowledge of one, in whose
personal as well as official life and character they must feel
a deep interest.
London, May, 1875.

SECTION I.

GENERAl, niOGRAPIIICAL NOTICES.

DOCU.J.liENT 1.

LETTER

FRO~I

THE REV. THOMAS HARTLEY 1

TOEMANUELSWEDENBORG
WHICH DREW FROJI IJIJl THE LETTER CONTAINING HIS BRIEF AUTOBIOGRAPHY.*

1\Iost respected and beloved Sir,
I consider myself most highly favoured and I
rejoice from my inmost heart in having had the honour, which
you lately granted me, of conversing with you; and also in
your having been so kind and friendly towards me who am
quite unworthy of such a favour. But your charity towards the
neighbour, the heavenly benignity shining from your countenance, and your childlike simplicity, devoid of all vain show
and egotism, are so great, and the treasure of wisdom possessed by you is so sweetly tempered with gentleness, that it
did not inspire in me a feeling of awe, but one of love, which
refreshed me in my innermost heart. Believe me, 0 best of
men, that by my intercourse with you I consider myself crowned
with more than royal favours; for who among kings, if he is of
a sane mind, would not gladly converse with an inhabitant of
heaven, while here on earth? But the things which are hidden
from the great men upon earth, are revealed to the humble.
In speaking with you every suspicion of flattery must be
hushed. For what ground for flattery can there be, when I
attribute everything in you, however great and extraordinary it
may be, to the Lord, and not to yourself, and when I look upon
you only as an instrument of His mercy and great kindness!

* The Latin originals of Documents 1 ancl 3 were formerly in Count
Engestriim's Library, but they are now preserved in the Hoyal Library of
Stockholm.
1*
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But may I be permitted to offer honour and glory to the instrument-for this is well-pleasing to the Lord; and may I be
permitted to tell you from a heart full of gratitude, that I
consider myself thrice blessed, that your writings, by the Divine
Providence, have fallen into my hands ? for from them, as from
a living fountain, I have drawn so many things, as well for
instruction and edification as for my great delight, and I have
been freed by them from so many fears, and from so many
errors, doubts, and opiD:ions, which held my mind in perplexity
and bondage, that I seem to myself sometimes, as if transferred
among the angels. :May the Lord, the Highest and Best, forbid
that I deceive myself with a vain and premature hope; and may
He always keep me in a state of humility and repentance,
anxious to shun all evil, and ready to do all good, so that I
may safely and happily reach the goal of our destination in
the Lord Jesus Christ.
There are many things in my mind, dear Sir, that I should
like to ask if time would permit; but may I be allowed.to submit to you the following few. In the Wisdom of Angels concerning the Divine Love, n. 221, you say that the Lord (Jehovah)
in the world superinduced a humanity over the former humanity.
Did not the Lord, therefore, have a two-fold humanity, while
on earth, one which was Divine, and another which was natural,
and not yet glorified. If it was not so, how can we answer
those who urge, in favour of separate persons in God, the following words of John xvii, 5: aFather, glorify me with the
glory, which I had with Thee, before the world was made?"
If, then, He had a twofold humanity,-which of the two said
these 'Yords to the Divine Essence or to the Father, inasmuch
as the former Humanity had not lost the glory, and therefore
could not ask for its restoration, and the latter had not yet
attained glorification, and therefore could not say, aGlorify me
with the glory, which I had with Thee," &c. Does there not
seem to be a dilemma on either side? I do not ask tllis,
because my faith about doctrine can be shaken by a thousand
difficulties, but because I should like to answer those who wish
to know the reason.
Secondly, If Jehovah had always a Divine Humanity-as
I verily believe He had-what need was there, for the purpose
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of His descent among men, to fill angels with His Divine
Essence; and why could He not appear before the patriarchs
as God-1\Ian? It is not necessary that you should answer
this by a special letter, for I do not wish to interrupt you,
who are occupied with more important matters.
Pardon my troubling you so much, but allow me still to
add the two following points:
.F'irst, If, perchance, after your departure from England,
either Dr. l\Iessiter, 2 or I, or both of us, should be called upon
publicly to defend your writings, and if likewise an occasion
should arise of defending you, their author, against some
malignant slanderer, who would wish to injure your reputation
by a web of falsehooth-as those are in the habit of doing
who hate th~ truth-would it not be well for you, in order to
repel such slanders, and make them recoil upon their originator, to leave with us some particulars respecting yourself,
your degrees in the University, the public offices which you
administered, your friends and relations, the honours which,
I am told, have been conferred upon you, and about anything
else that might be useful in establishing your good character,
so that pernicious prejudices may be removed; for it is our duty to
use all lawful means, lest the cause of truth should suffer injury.
Secondly, If, perchance, after your return to Sweden, some
persecution should be excited against you hy the clergy, on
account of your religion-which may God prevent-return,
then, I beseech you, to England, where you may elwell in safety. Dr. 1\Iessiter and myself will prepare. for you a convenient place and house, either in town or in the country, and
we shall provide for every thing that may conduce to your
well-being. This will. be no trouble to us, but will give us
the greatest possible pleasure.
I commend myself to your favour and affection, and I am,
~mel shall always be, my teacher and most distinguished friend,
with all due reverence,
Your most obliged servant
Tnos. HAHTLEY.
East l\Ialling,
August 2. 1769.
near 1\Iaidstone, Kent.
To the Honourable l\I1~. SwEDENBORG.

DOCUJJIENT 2.

LETTER

FRO~I E~IANUEL

TO THE REV.

THO~IAS

S\VEDENBORG
HARTLEY,

CONTAINING HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY.*

THE friendship which you manifest in your letter greatly
pleases me; and I thank you sincerely for both, but especially
for your friendship. The praises with which you overwhelm
me, I receive simply as expressions of your love for the truths
contained in my writings; and I refer them, as their source,
to the Lord, our Saviour, from whom is everything true, because He is the Truth Itself, John, xiv, 6. I have considered chiefly the remarks you make at the close of your
letter, where you express yourself as follows: "If, perchance,
after your departure from England, your writings should be
the subject of discussion, and occasion should arise for defending you, their author, against some malignant slanderer,
who may wish to injure your reputation by a web of falsehoods- as those are in the habit of doing who hate the truthwould it not be well for you, in order to repel such slanders,
to leave with me some particulars respecting yourself, your

* The Latin original of this letter was printed separately by Dr. Hartley
in 1769, under the title: Responswn ad Epistolmn ab arnico ad me scriptarn, and was reprinted in the Aurora, Vol. ii, p. 224, in 1800. The first
English translation of this letter was published by :Mr. Hartley himself, in
his English translation of Swedenborg's work on the "Intercourse" &c.,
which he published under the following title: ".A Theosophical Lucubration
on the Nature of Influx, as it respects the Communication and Operations
of the Soul and Bolly. By the Honourable and LearneLl Em. Swedenborg.
Xow first translateJ. from the original Latin. London. 1770," 4to.
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degrees in the University, the public offices you filled, your
friends and relations, the honours which, I am told, have been
conferred upon you, and anything else that might be useful
in establishing your good character, so that ill-conceived prejudices may be removed; for it is our duty to use all lawful
means, lest the cause of truth should suffer injury." After
retiecting on this, I have been led to yield to your friendly
advice, and will now communicate to you some particulars of
my life, which are briefly as follows.
I was born at Stockholm, on the 29th of January in the
year 1689. l\Iy father's name was Jesper Swedberg;* who was
Bishop of 'Vest-Gothland, and a man of celebrity in his time.
He was also elected and enrolled as a member of the English
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; for
he had been appointed by King Charles XIP Bishop over the
Swedish churches in Pennsylvania, and also over the church
in London. In the year 1710 I went abroad. I proceeded first
to England, and afterwards to Holland, France, and Germany,
ami returned home in the year 1714. In the year 1716, and also
afterwards, I' had many conversations with Charles XII, 3
King of S~veden, who greatly favoured me, and the same year
offered me an assessorship in the College of l\Iines, which
office I filled until the year 1747, when I resigned it, retaining, however, the official salary during my life. l\Iy sole
object in tendering my resignation was, that I might have
more ieisure to devote to the new office to which the Lord
had called me. A higher post of honour was then offered me,
which I positively declined, lest my heart should be inspired
with pride. In the year 1719, I was ennobled by Queen Ulrica
Eleonora, 4 and named Swedenborg; and from that time I have
taken my seat among the nobles of the rank of knighthood, in
the triennial Diet of the Realm. I am a Fellow and l\Iember,
by invitation, of the Hoyal Academy of Sciences in Stockholm;
but I have never sought admission into any literary society
in any other place, because I am in an angelic society, where
such things as relate to heaven and the soul are the only

* A more detailed account of Bishop J esper Swedberg will be found
in Documents 9A anJ. 10.
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subjects of discourse; while in literary societies the world and
the body form the only subjects of discussion. In the year
1734, I published, at Leipsic, the Regnum l.finerale, in three
volumes, folio; and in 1738 I took a journey to Italy, and
staid a year at Venice and Rome.
"'\Vith respect to my family connections, I had four sisters. 5
One of them was married to Ericus Benzelius, 6 who subsequently became the Archbishop of Upsal, and through him
I became related to the two succeeding archbishops, 7 who
Loth belonged to the family of Benzelius~ and were younger
brothers of his. ~Iy second sister was married to Lars
Benzelstierna8 who became a provincial governor; but these
two are dead. Two bishops, however, who are related to mer
are still living; one of them, whose name is Pilenius, 9 and
"·ho is Bishop of East-Gothland, officiates now as President
of the House of the Clergy in the Diet at Stockholm, in
place of the Archbishop, who is an invalid; he married my
sister's daughter: the other, named Benzelstierna, 10 is Bishop
of \V estmanland and Dalecarlia; he is the son of my sec<md
sister. Not to mention others of my relations· w~o occupy
stations of honour. ~Ioreover, all the bishops of my native
country, who are ten in number, and also the sixteen senatorsr
and the rest of those highest in office, entertain feelings of
affection for me; from their affection they honour me, and I
live with them on terms of familiarity, as a friend among
friends; the reason of which is, that they know I am in company with angels. Even the King and the Queen, 11 and the
three princes, their sons, show me great favour: I was also
invited once by the King and Queen to dine with them at their
own table, which honour is generally accorded only to those
who are highest in office; subsequently the Crown Prince 12
granted me the same favour. They all desire me to return
home; wherefore, I am far from apprehending, in my own
country, that persecution, which you fear, and against which in
your letter you desire in so friendly a manner to provide ;
and if they choose to persecute me elsewhere, it can do me
no harm.
But all that I have thus far related, I consider of comparatively little importance; for it is far exceeded by the
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circumstance, that I have been called to a holy office by the
Lord Himself, who most mercifully appeared before me, His
servant, in the year 1 743; when He opened my sight into the
spiritual worlt., and enabled me to converse with spirits and
angels, in which state I have continued up to the present day.
From that time I began to print and publish the various
arcana that were seen by me or revealed to me, concerning
Heaven and Hell, the state of man after death, the true
worship of God, the spiritual sense of the \V ord, besides many
other most important matters conducive to salvation and wisdom. The only reason of my journeys abroad has been the
desire of making myself useful, and of making known the arcana that were entrusted to me. :1\loreover, I have as much
of this world's wealth as I need, and I neither seek nor wish
for more.
Your letter has induced me to write all these particulars,
in order that as you say "ill- conceived prejudices may be
removed." Farewell; and from my heart I wish you all
blessedness both in this world, and the next; which I have
not the least doubt you will attain, if you look and pray to
our Lord.
El\IAN. SwEDENBORG.

D OCUJlfE1YT 3.

LETTER FROl\I THE REV. THOl\IAS HARTLEY
TO ElVIANUEL SvVEDENBORG;
TN ANSWER TO THE PRECEDING.*

1\lost respected and beloved Sir,
YOUR late kindness towards me, as well as your
letter, which I received reverently, as if it had come down to
me from heaven, I acknowledge with heart-felt joy and thankfulness. Your exhortation to perseverance I shall treasure up and
cherish in the depth of my heart. 1\Iay I never, after having
once been made the participant of the gifts of heaven, suffer
myself to be drawn away from the truth; for of what profit
is it to gain the whole world, and lose one's own soul?
You, who are gifted with illumination, have, in your friendly
reply, most almndantly satisfied me on the questions I had
proposed to you. This is, and will be, of the greatest use to
me. Should I be called upon to defend the truth in public,
the enemy will not find me altogether unprepared; and I am
confident the Lord will provide me with the necessary
strength. I neither seek nor avoid such contests. The Lord's
will be done in everything.
Allow me to congratulate your noble country on your performing the office of your apostolic mission among your countrymen;
and on your being thus honoured by its princes, its governors,
and high councillors. 0 happy Swedish nation, and happy
ye its chiefs, who acknowledge and receive the Lord in your

* This letter, which was formerly in the library of Count Engestrom, is
now preserved in connection with Document 1 in the Royal Library in Stockholru. From this answer it appears that 1\Ir. Hartley did not publish the
whole of Document 2; for Swedenborg had evidently written to him on some
points which are not mentioned in the letter, as it has been published.
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apostle! Blessed, indeed, shall ye be, if your life be the same
as your faith! 0 England, my beloved country, how greatly
I desire that the same opportunity may arise of congratulating
you on your receiving your own [apostles of the truth]! But,
most distinguished Sir, permit even me, from my obscure position, to offer you, in the name of my country, our most heartfelt thanks for your love towards us, for your journeys hither
and your sojourn in our midst, and for your indefatigable
labours in behalf of our salvation-for who else is there to
express all this to you, except my own unworthy self? Truly,
those great offices ot charity you have performed for us, deserve our most heartfelt acknowledgments; but with sorrow I
pass over in silence the little fruit they have thus far borne
amongst us.* ~lay the Lord, the Highest and Best, grant
that a rich harvest may at last flourish and become matured
among us Britons, from the seed you have sown!
Ahont myself and my affairs I willingly keep silence; for
I regard myself as of no consequence, and as a mere nothing;
yet I am prepared to answer truly and fully all your questions;
and if, after your return to Sweden, you should at any time
do me the honour, to address a letter to me, and to make use
of my services in any way whatsoever, you will find me a willing and delighted servant. Instruct me, exhort me, dispose
of me in any way whatever; for if I know myself sufficiently,
it will be the greatest pleasure to me to obey your admonitions and commands, and you will find me faithful to all my
promises. But if you will not do me this honour, it will be
enough for me to remember you always above all others, to
love you always; and to have had you for my teacher in Divine things.
:Must honoured Sir,
I am, with all due reverence,
Your most obedient servant
East :1\Ialling
'rHos. HARTLEY.
near l\laidstone, Kent.
August 14. 1769.
To The Honourable l\In. SwEDENBORG.

* This

can hardly he said now, inasmuch as England has been foremost
in spreading the doctrines taught by Swedenborg, while the New Church
has Lut a feeble existence in Swedenborg's native country.

DOCU1liEllT 4.

EULOGIUl\I ON E1fA.NUEL SvVEDENBORG,
PRONOUNCED IY THE GREAT HALL OF THE HOUSE OF NOBLES, IN THTiJ NA"!IfE
OF THE ROYAL ACADEJfl" OF SCIENCES OF STOCKHOLJI, OCT. 7, 1772, BY
SA::IIUEL SANDELS,ll COUNSELLOR OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF JIINES, AND liiEJ!BER OF THE SAID ACADEJIY.*

GENTLEl\:IEN, allow me, on the present occasion, to direct your
thoughts, not to a distant or wearisome subject, but to one

* The Swedish original of this Eulogium was printed by the Royal
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, in the year 1772, with the following
title: "Oration to the 1\Iemory (Aminnelse-Tal) of the late member of the
Academy of Sciences, Herr Emanuel Swedenborg, Assessor in His Royal
l\Iajesty's and the country's College of l\Iines, delivered on account of
the Royal Academy of Sciences in the great hall of the House of X obles,
October 7, 1772, by Samuel Sandels, 13 Counsellor of Mines, Knight of the
Polar Star, and member of said Academy. Stockholm, printed by Lars
Salvius, 1772."- A French translation of this oration 'vas published soon
afterwards, and this was made use of by the Academician Pernety, in his
account of Swedenborg, contained in his French translation of "Heaven
and Hell," 1782. An English version of this :B'rench translation was issued
Ly the Aurora press, in 1799, or 1800; followed by a collection of "AnecJotes and Observations on Emanuel Swedenborg." In 1802, a new French
translation of this oration was printed in the Introduction to a French
version of the "True Christian Religion," in which the editor stateu that
his version of this oration was more faithful to the original Swedish, than
that printed by Pernety. Of this second French translation the Rev. S.
Noble prepared an English translation, and furnished it ·with "Introductory
Obsen·ations, exhibiting the claims of the writings of Swedenborg to the
attention of the public." l\Ir. NoLle's translation, anJ also his "Introductory
Observations," were transferred by the Rev. J. H. Smithson to his English
edition of the "Documents concerning Emanuel Swedenborg collected by
Dr. Im. Tafel," who had made his German translation from the Swedish
original. The present is the first English version prepared immeiliately
from the Swedish original.
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which it is both a duty and a pleasure for us to consider,
namely, the memory of a noble man, celebrated alike for his
virtues and the depth of his knowledge, who was one of the
oldest members of this Academy, and whom we all knew and
loved.
The feeling of affection and high esteem which we all
entertained for the late Assessor of the Royal College of
l\Iines, EMANUEL SwEDENBORG, assures me, that you will love
to hear me speak of him; and happy shall I be, if I can fulfil
your desire, and pronounce his eulogy as he deserves. But
if, as artists declare, there are some countenances, of which
it is difficult to give an exact likeness; how much more difficult will it be to do justice to a vast and sublime genius,
who never knew either repose or fatigue; who, occupied with
sciences the most profound, was long engaged with researches
into the secrets of nature, but in later years applied all his
efforts to unveil still greater mysteries; who, in respect to
certain principles of knowledge, went his own separate way,
but never lost sight of the principles of morality and the fear
of God; who was possessed of remarkable power, even in the
decline of his age, and boldly tried to find how far the power
of thought could be stretched; and who, during the whole of
this time, has furnished materials for a great variety of thoughts
and judgments upon himself, differing from one another as much
as do the faculties of the men who think and judge.
The more brilliant the faculties and other properties which
are the gifts of nature, the more clearly appear the shadows
by which they are attended. It is only those influenced by
mere curiosity who, on the appearance of some new light, sec
on all sides nothing but marvels and wonders, even in mere
shadows. The shallow, on the other hand, see trifles in every
thing; quickness of apprehension in their eyes is superficiality;
deep thought dreaminess; learning appears to them whimsical;
experiments they regard as mistakes; and the fathoming of hidden
things they consider as a proof of insanity, and so forth. The
wise man, however, loves to hold fast to the good, and does
not reject a rich ore because it contains some heterogeneous
substance, iwlicating its origin. He explores the deviations of
the needle, not for the purpose of doing away with it, hut in
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order, with proper care, to make the best use of this incomparable guide. He values a penetrating eye, even though upon
some occasion it should unguardedly look into the sun, or
rivet itself upon an object which is too distant, and should, in
consequence, become for a while disturbed; he never judges
any one; and least of all can he judge uncharitably a man
like SwEDE:t-.""BORG, who worked so unremittingly and so zealously in the cause of knowledge and enlightenment, that, with
the single exception, perhaps, of his desire to penetrate too
deeply, there is nothing whatever in his whole character with
which we can find fault.
The beautiful picture of his life, although it contain some
involved parts, deserves therefore to be carefully examined.
The excellent Bishop of Skara, Dr. J esper Swedberg,* a
man full of zeal but without bigotry, was still chaplain of the
Royal Horse-guards, when his first wife, Sarah Behm, daughter
of Albert Behm, Assessor in the College of 1\fines, brought
him his second son, El\IANUEL SwEDENBORG; who was born at
Stockholm, the 29th of January, 168S.t He was called
SwEDE:t-.""BORG from the time, when he, together with hif3 brothers
and sisters, was elevated to the rank of nobility, in 1719.
Nature and art both contribute in beautifying the earth,
but birth and education in adorning the human race. Allowance,
however, must also be made for malformations. For a choice
fruit-tree does not always preserve its qualities in propagations from its fruit-seeds. This is due mostly to the modifications which are effected in a fruit-tree by art, by which
the nature of its fruit is changed; but which are unable to
prevent the nature of the root from affecting the nature of
the fruit. Experience teaches us that there are many similar

* For

a detailed account of Dr. J esper Swedberg, see Document 10.
According to a letter written by Assessor Swedenborg in Latin, and
printed in London in 1769, the year of his birth is said to be 1689; but
this is an error of the printer: for according to his own statement made
to the House of Nobles, and according to the Register of the Nobility,
compiled by the Councillor of Chancery, von Stiernman, together with
other certain proofs, he was born in 1688.
There is, however, an error in the said Register in regard to Swedenborg's birth- place; for Upsal is mentioned there instead of :Stockholm.Note hy S. Sandels.

t

Doc. 4.]

EULOGIUJI

0~

STVEDEYBORG.

15

influences ope:rating in our own species. But it would be
hazardous, on the strength of what has here been stated, to
attempt to declare how much certain virtues in a family owe
to the root, and how much to art.
Still it cannot be denied, that, so long as any one has not
rendered himself unworthy, tllis fact alone inspires confidence,
and operates in his favour, if it is known that he descends
from what is justly called a good family; a family, whose
home, whether large or small, has always been the dwellingplace of virtue and honour; and which has been a good and
excellent nursery of useful citizens in all kinds of trades and
professions; a family, in fact, like that from which our
SwEDENBORG derived his origin, and which was an old, honest~
and. intelligent family of miners in the neighbourhood of the
"StoraKopparberget" [the "great copper-mountain" near Fahlun J.
In this family, a miner, of the name of Daniel Isaesson, * and
his ·wife Anna Bullernasia, t are held in honourable remembrance
as the parents of the ancestors of the noble families of the
Schonstroms and of the Swedenborgs, and of the honourable
family of the :;;wed bergs. t I remember to have seen a familyregister, in the form of a genealogical tree, which showed how
this family spread and extended in every branch, and became
incorporated with many other illustrious and celebrated families
of these times. But as our Swedenborg, on his part, did not
trouble himself with enlarging tllis genealogical tree, I too
shall pass it by, and follow him.
nut, with him as a leader, I shall not dwell long on the
years of his childhood, nor shall I lose time in discussing the
exercises of his youth; for he himself pressed rapidly onward
to reach the age of manhood.
A son of Bishop Swedberg could not fail to receive a good
education, according to the tastes of his times, by which he
• For some particulars respecting Swedenborg's paternal grandfather
Daniel Isacsson, see Documents 7 anu 9A, aud the beginning of Document 10.
t Conrerning Bullernasius, the father-in-law of Daniel Isacsson, see
Document 7 and also the beginning of Document 10.
t Concerning the members of the "family Swedberg, see Document 7.
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woulU be led to a'cquire habits of steadiness, reflection, and
industry, and would become thoroughly acquainted with those
branches of knowledge, which he was to cultivate. Times and
customs change. I am speaking of the youth of a Sweclenborg;
and what need is there for me to expatiate further on the
thoughtful care which was bestowed on his education; on his
own thoughtfulness in making the best use of advantages which
are enjoyed, comparatively, by but few, and which are neglected
by many of those who do enjoy them; on his extraordinary talents, which supported the native bent of his genius; on his perseverance; on his early maturity? \Vhat more striking proof of
all this can be given, than that a King, of a most penetrating
mind, graciously cheered him on, and at the proper time made
use of his capacities; that a King, like Charles XII, 3 in 1716,
at a time when Swedenborg was still a student, appointed him,
at the age of twenty eight, Extraordinary Assessor in the Royal
College of J\Iines, without his seeking for the place, and without
any one else recommending him for it; and what is more, that at
the same time he was free to choose between this assessorship
and a professorship at the Royal University in Upsal r
An enlightened and wise ruler does not in this manner
promote an uncultivated and inexperienced youth to an important
office in the state.
]\'fr. Swedberg was even then ,,-ell-known, both in his own
country and abroad, by his acquisitions in general literature
and in science, and by his worthy demeanour. Still, at that
time the learned had riot included his name in the lists of
celebrated authors. An academical disputation, which he
published at Upsal in 1709,* may, indeed, be regarded as a
clever work for a youth, but as in some parts not altogether
a proof of sound learning. Likewise, n. printed collection of
Latin verses,t which he wrote about 1710, and in the following
years, for different occasions, manifested, indeed, a remarkable

* The subject of this disputation was: L. Anncei Senecre et Pub. Syri
Mirni, forsan et Alim·um Selectee Sententice, cum annotationibus Erasmi
et grceca ve1·sione Scaligeri, notis illustmtre.-S. ~ANDELS.
t This collection of Latin verses is printed in Skara, under the title:
Lud1-ts Heliconius sive cannina miscellanea, qure 1.:ariis in locis cecinit
Ern. Swedberg.-S. SANDELS.
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readiness of wit, and showed that he had made a good use
of his time in youth-it is such a work, indeed, as many
could have wished to have written at such an age- hut
still, poetry was not his forte, nor was it his business. His
mathematical antl physical experiments and remarks, which
he published under the title of JJa:.dalus Hyperuoreus*, in
six separate munhers, he did not hegin until 1716. Did this
Da-dalus, presented by a new aml young author, signify that
perhaps a portion of his remaining works would partake of
the character of a labyrinth? But we must not measure
his youthful power simply by those products of his mind
which saw the light up to this time; for the press is not
the only witness of learning. :Moreover, its testimony is not
always reliable; for an insignificant treatise often bears a
pretentious title. The most trustworthy authors are those who
take the proper time at first in laying a foundation. And this
was done by young Swedberg, not only in the university at
Upsal, but afterwards in the universities of England, Holland,
France, and Germany.
'Ve shall have now to follow him in many long journeys,
undertaken for various purposes and pursuits, and at times in
ways 'vhere it is easy to go astray; and in order that in his
society no doubt or uncertainty may arise in your minds, which
often happens when one has not fully examined the character
and disposition of another, picture to yourselves an harmonious
development of memory, understanding, and judgment; imagine
these qualities united with an intense desire of the heart, which
can only be satisfied by the ceaseless endeavour to become profoundly learned in philosophy, in almost all parts of mathematics, in natural history, physics, chemistry, in anatomy, and
even in theology, and to acquire proficiency in the Oriental and
European languages; keep in mind, also, the power of habit,
which in a certain manner acts in accordance with reason,
certainly in respect to the order of thought; and remember
that our thoughts when too much engaged with, and centred

* All the numbers were published in 4to at Sto'ckholm in the Swedish
language; hut the fifth number was also translated into, and printed in,
Latin.-S. SANDELS.

18

GESERAL BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

[Doc. 4.

upon, abstract subjects, are wont to carry us away in the
same direction, and sometimes too fast,-especially when
accompanied 'vith an ardent imagination-so that we are
unable properly to discriminate the objects that come before
us. Add to all this a genuinely good disposition, proved by
the Rules of Life which I found among l\Ir. Sweclenborg's
manuscripts in more than one place, and which he wrote
down for his own use: First, diligently to read and meditate
upon the word of God; secondly, to be content under the dispensations of God's Providence; thirdly, to observe a propriety
of behaviour, and preserve the conscience pure; fourthly' to
obey what is commanded; to attend faithfully to one's office
and other duties~ and in addition to make oneself useful to
society in general.
Any one who says that I have here presented any other
than the manifest and truthful features of Swedenborg's inner
being, must be prejudiced either on the one side or on the other.
Let such a one consider more closely what I have already said,
and what I have still further to say.
Let us hasten to receive him on his return home from his
first journey abroad, which we have already mentioned; when
we shall find his thoughts principally taken up with mathematics
and physics.
These studies soon procured him an acquaintance, and an
intimate connection during several years, with our Swedish
An~himedes, Christopher Polhammar, then Assessor, and afterwards Counsellor of Commerce and Commander of the Royal
Order of the North Star, under the name of Polhem.14
By means of this connection he not only obtained access to
the greater light whieh he sought, especially in mechanics, but
he shared the special confidence with which King Charles XII
had already honoured Polhammar, and which he thereafter
extended to both. For this reason, also, it is stated in the
diploma, by which he received his appointment as Assessor,
and which was issued at Lund, December 18, 1716, that the
King had particular regard to the excellent knowledge of
Swedberg in mechanics, and that he was to accompany Assessor
Polhammar, anLl be of assistance to him in his structures, and
his various mechan~cal works. This diploma, together with
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the record in Dr. N orberg~s history of Charles XII of the conversations between the King and these two profound and learned
men, on mechanics and mathematics, on the analytic and algebraical calculus, on our Swedish method of reckoning, and on
several other subjects, prove that the King looked upon these
two men of genius as if intended for one another, and adapted
to work together with their united strength. ~rhe King also made
use of their knowledge and penetration which, in respect to
mechanics, was, in each of them, combined with a happy faculty
of invention.
This is not the place to speak of the great structures of
Polhem, of the well-known dyke at Lyckeby, the locks of
Trolhiitta, the dry-docks of Carlscrona, and other works.
Swedberg, however, executed, on his part, a work of considerable importance, when during the siege of Frederickshall,
in 1718, he transported by a system of rollers, over mountains and valleys, two galleys, five large boats, and one sloop,
from Strumstadt to the Iddefjorcl, which separates Sweden
from Norway on the south; a distance of 2i Swedish [about
14 English] miles. By this feat the King was enabled to
carry out his plans, and, under cover of the galleys and large
boats, convey on pontoons a heavier artillery under the walls
of Frederickshall, than he could have done by land*. It is
thus that the sciences and their proper application always become useful, and fre(1ueutly accomplish what without them no
mortal power could efi"ect.
:l\Iechanics did not, however, occupy the whole of his time.
He not only published, in 1717 and 1718, a continuation of
the Dceclalus Hyperboreus; hut in 1718 he printed an Introduction to Algebra, nuder the title of Regelkonsten; in
1719, "A Proposal so to arrange our coins and measures, as
to facilitate computation and abolish fractious"; and iu the
same year a dissertation "On the orhit and position of the earth
aml of the planets"; and another, "On the height of the water,
and the greater flux and reflux of the sea in former ages; with
proofs furuished from Sweden". At the same time he wrote,

* For further
ment 197.

particulars respecting this undertaking, see Docu2*
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or at least began to write, treatises on various other subjects,
as we shall presently see by information from foreign countries.
Up to this time he had not entered upon his duties as
Assessor in the Royal College of Mines. He did not desire
to do so before he had thoroughly mastered the science of
mining in its whole extent. \V e must not place him in the
same category with those, who work themselves into offices
of whose duties they know nothing; or, what is worse, of
which they are able to learn nothing, on the principle that "out
of nothing, nothing can come". He obtained an office which
he had never solicited. At that time, indeed, he was thoroughly versed in certain sciences, with which alone he could
have been of great use in his office in some particular branches
of mining; and it would have been easy for him to acquire
all the remaining knowledge which he still wanted; for those
sciences to which he had hitherto mostly devoted himself,mathematics and physics, are the pillars of the science of mining; but he could not content himself with theory without
practice. Neither could he satisfy himself with experimenting in a chemical laboratory, and acquainting himself with
Swedish mines and their structure, and studying their methods of working. For this reason he undertook a second
journey abroad, in 1721, and examined various foreign mines
and smelting- works, particularly those of Saxony and the
Hartz. But he did not examine mines only; for nothing ever
escaped him that merited the attention of a traveller.
During his stay in the Duchy of Brunswick, he enjoyed
the particular favour of Duke Ludwig Rudolph15, and the
Duke, in consequence, bore the expenses of his journey in his
dominions, and upon taking leave presented him with his
medallion in gold, and with a piece of plate.
During this journey he acquired new stores of knowledge,
and enriched science with the following new works:
1. Prodromus principior~tm rerum 'natnralium, sive novorwn
tentaminmn chemian"t et pllysicam experimentalem geontetrice
ex1Jlicancli.
2. Nova observata et inventa circa ferrum et ignem, prmcipue naturam ignis elementarem, una cum nova camini inventione.
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3. ....lfetlwdus 1W'ca inveniewli longitzulines locorwn, terra
marique, OJJe Lww:.
4. .Jfodus constnwmli receptaculct navalia, 1-mlgo "lJockebyggnwler."
5. J:{m.:a construdio ag,qeris aquatici.
6 . .Jfodus meclzanice explonmdi virtutes navigiorum.
All these works were printed at Amsterdam, in 1721; and
second. editions of them were published in 1727.
7. .:Jfiscellanea observata circa res naturales et pnesertim
mineralia, ignem et moutiwn strata, three parts printed. at

Leipsic, and the fourth at Hamburg, in 1722.
"rho else, except perhaps Linmeus,1 6 has given such an
account of a journey abroad, and of one of so short duration?
For after an absence of a year and a. half, he, in 172~,
gladdened his country hy his return.
During the following years he divided his time between
the College of ~Iiues, the mining districts, and his study,
until, in the year 1733, he had finished his great work,
entitled: Opera PhiloSO]Jhica et Jllineralict. He then went
abroad for one year, to see this work, which was published at
Dresden and Leipsic, through the press; meanwhile he undertook a separate journey, in order to visit the Austrian mines.
This last work consists of three volumes, folio; the first
volume contains: Princi]Jia rerum naturaliwn, sive novorum tenta-

minum, pluenomena munrli elementwris philosopltice e:rplicancli;
the second: Regm.tm subterraneum sive minerale de ferro; the
third: Begnwn subterranewn sive minerale de cupro et orichalco.
These volumes, being all solid, scientific compositions, illustratc<l
with copper-plates, could not fail to raise among the learne(l
abroad the favourable ideas which they already entertained of
the Swede, SwED:ENBORG.
The Consistory of the University, and the Society of Sciences at Upsal felt proud at having previously recosrnised the
merits of our couutryman, aml at having publicly testified the
high esteem in which they held him; for the consistory hacl,
in 1724, invited him, "for the advantage of youth, and as
an ornament of the university," to apply for the professorship
of the higher mathematics, which had become vacant by the
death of Professor Nils Uelsius,I7 hut which invitation he
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thankfully declined; and the Society of Sciences had admitted
him into the number of its members in 1729.
The learned abroad, also, hastened to send him marks of
their esteem.
The Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg, by a letter
of invitation, elated December 17, 1734, desired to admit him
among its corresponding members.
Christian \V olff, 18 and other foreign men of learning
addressed him by letter, in order to obtain his ideas on subjects which they found it difficult to fathom.
The editors of the Acta Ernddorum in Leipsic, in which
the contents of the works of the learned are discussed and
impartial opinions pronounced upon them, found in his work
a rich store with which to adorn their pages.
Nor has time deprived this work of any of its value. The
authors of the magnificent Desc1·iptions des arts et 'metiers,
which is now in course of·publication in France, thought so
highly of that part of the OpeTa Philoso1Jhica et 1lfineralia,
which covers the same ground as their own publication, that
they translated the second part, which treats of iron and
steel, and inserted it entire in their collection.
Our Royal Academy, also, when it was founded, hastened
to enroll among its first members a man, who already held
so distinguished a rank in other learned societies.
I have hitherto spoken only of one part of SwEDENBORG's
works; but the others take a different direction. Let us therefore elwell a little longer on the former.
These works are unmistakable proofs, that his desire for
learning extended· in all directions, and that he by preference
occupied himself with studies which cannot be mastered
without mature judgment and profound thought. No one can
charge him with having wished to shine in borrowed plumes,
or with re-arranging and giving a different colouring to the
work of others, and then publishing it under his own name;
for everywhere we perceive, that he did not depend upon
others, but followed his own thoughts, and often made observations and applications which cannot be found in any other
author of his times: nor can he, like the majority of those
who make it a point to acquire encyclop::eclic knowledge, be
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charged with having remained on the surface only; for he
applied his whole strength in attempting to fathom the inmost recesses of things, ancl to connect together the various
links into one universal chain, and show their derivation
in a certain orcler from their first origin: neither can he
be accused by any one of having, like other mathematicians and physicists, made use of the light he discovered
during his researches, to hide from himself and others, and,
if possible, to extinguish, the greatest light of all; for in
his constant meditations on the work of creation, he continually found reasons for acknowledging and adoring the
Lord of nature.
But let us suppose ourselves engaged in analyzing a great
rneehanical work. "\Ve were not present at its eonstruction;
nor have we penetrated to all its moving springs, and therefore from the effects only, 'vith which even we are not perfectly acquainted, we are obliged to judge of the whole strueture. \Vhat are we to do? Eaeh one assumes certain prineiples of his own, which appear to him most probable, and
under their guidance endeavours to advanee step by step.
This is the eourse which our greatest thinkers have pursued
in speculative philosophy. Happy they who, in unfolding sublime subjects, have beeu least unintelligible! For although, even
with the greatest perspicuity and the profoundest insight, they
have not always succeeded in penetrating the depths of knowledge, or in keeping clear of error, still they have been often
instrumental in opening new avenues for the exercise of our
reason; or at least, one thought has led to another, and, finally,
been productive of more reliable information.
Alchemists,-but not those that were merely ignorant
empirics--by their unceasing experiments led the way to
invaluable diseoveries in chemistry, although they did not discover the art of making gold.
I am perhaps not mistaken in believing, that, from the
time when our Swedenborg began to build his thoughts upon
his own ground, he cherished a hidden fire to fathom the most
seeret tlnngs, and that, even then, he was seeking for ways, by
which to reaeh his object; at least, a comparison of his earlier
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with his later works, although they treat on different subjects,
leads us to think so.
He looked upon the universe at large, in the same light
as he looked upon its parts, which can be examined with
greater certainty. He saw that all is ruled simultaneously in
a certain order, and according to fix:ed laws. He paid particular attention to those parts of this great system which can
be examined mathematically.
He, therefore, imagined that the all-wise Creator had
brought every thing, even in its hidden parts, into a certain
mutual agreement; and this agreement he sought to bring out
in his capacity of mathematician and physicist, by progressing
from the less to the greater, and from that which may be
distinguished by the naked eye to that which requires the
aiel of the magnifying glass. And, finally, he developed for
himself a complete system, based upon a certain mechanism, and
supported by logic; a system which is so carefully constructed,
that there is much in it, in many respects, for the learned to
reflect upon. As to the unlettered, they had better not meddle
with it.
According to this system he explained everything which,
either by experience or by sound reasoning, could become an
object of thought.
If we do not accept the whole, there is at least much that
is good to be gleaned from it. But he went still further.
He desired to combine this system with the doctrine of
salvation.
\Vith this we find him occupied during most of the time,
after he had published his Opera Philosophica et j]Jineralia.
He spent a great part of his later years abroad; for after
the year 1736 he made eight different journeys into foreign
countries, mostly to England and Holland; but during the
journey he commenced in the year 1736, and which continued
to 17 40, he visited also France and Italy. His principal object in these journeys was the printing of new works.
I cannot help being filled "'ith astonishment, in reflecting upon his extraordinary industry; for besides numerous
treatises, and among them th_e great work I have already
mentioned, he was the author of the following different works:
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1. Prodromus pllilosopllire ratiocinantis de Injinito, de causa
creationis, et de Jlechauismo operationis animre et co·J]Joris.

Printed in Dresden, 1733.
2. CEconomia regni animalis. 2 parts, published at Amsterdam; the first in 1740, and the second in 1741.
3. Rcgnwn ani male. 3 parts; two printed at the Hague, 17 44,
and the third in IjoiHlon, 17 45.
4. De cultu et amore Dei. London, 17 45.
5. Arcana crelestia. 8 parts, published at different periods
from 17 4!J to 1756.
6. De ultimo Judicio.

7. De crelo et inferno.
8. De equo albo.
9. De telluribus in mwulo solari, sen planetis, et cle tellu-

'ribus in crelo astrifero et illorwm incolis.
10. De 1wz:a Hierosolyma. Printed in London, 1758.
11. De amore conjugiali et scortatoTio. Amsterdam, 1768.
12. Sa]Jientict angelica de Di·lJ'ino amore et de Divina sapieutia.
13. Doctrinn novre Hierosolymre de Domino. Printed in
Amsterdam, 1763.
14. Sa11ientin mlgelica de Divina providentia. Amsterdam,
1764.
15. Apocalypsis Tevelata. Amsterdam 1766.
16. SummaTin expositio doctrinre novre eccles-tee.
17. De conmlenio animre et coTpoTis. London, 1769.
18. Vet·n Christiann 'religio. Printed in Amsterdam, 1771.
The titles of all these works point out lofty themes; and
although they treat of different subjects, and follow different
lines of argument, being based upon anatomy, physics, and
philosophy, upon explanations of the Sacred Scriptures, and,
according to his own statement, upon revelations, still, owing
to his way of treating them, they all lead to meditations on
the Supreme Being, the human soul, with other inYisiLle and
spiritual things, and the life after death.
'V e thus find, high a hove in the clouds, him whom a little
while ago we followed into mines, smelting-furnaces, and workshops; and we find him alike industrious and zealous, and
alike given to allegorical illustrations.
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His latter works being of sucl1 a nature, he was unable
to discharge his duties at the Royal College of Mines beyond
the year 1747. In this year, at his own request, he obtained
his l\Iajesty's permission to retire from his office of Assessor.
This request was accompanied by two others, which were
also granted; the first was, that he . might enjoy, during the
rest of his life, half his salary as Assessor; the other, that
he should not be promoted to a higher rank or title. Such
distinctions are commonly much sought after, as implying
that paper should go as far, and be worth as much, as the
real coin-but fabula clocet.
Although I have not extensively examined the Sweden·
borgian works I have just enumerated, I have, nevertheless,
been confirmed by them in the ideas I have already expressed,
with regard to the system which he followed, viz., that he
explained both the visible and the invisible agreeably to the
system he had adopted; that he drew conclusions from the
visible respecting the invisible, and that he represented to
himself another, spiritual world, in entire conformity with the
world in whieh we live. He therefore attributed to the other
life degrees similar to those in this life, by whieh every thing
ascends into a higher state of purity and perfeetion; nay, he
laid down a sort of harmony in inclinations and occupations,
conveniences and diffieulties, enjoyments and sufferings. Fully
oecupied by these vivid ideas which presented themselves to
him, "·hen he came to examine the Scriptures he connected
them with his philosophieal prineiples. Nay, while describing
the spiritual after his mvn manner, he was unable to get rid
of the ideas which are derived from our material being; but
he insisted that they must be taken in a spiritual sense. \V ell.
But there is danger, that a person may thus be led to trust too
much to the imagination, and be too easily carried away by
an illusion of the senses.
I am not quite sure whether Bishop Swedberg, although he
was a great and celebrated teaeher, had not a certain leaning
in this direction. Some of his writings seem to manifest
something of this kind. At least, he seemed inclined to
look upon certain oceurrences, as if they contained a special
signifieance.
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It is a better characteristic in a priest to believe too
much than too little. But how very easily might not something
of this sort of over-belief have place with his learned son, if an
hereditary inclination supported and strengthened an effect,
which is naturally produced, when any one resolves to examine,
at the same time, that which is presented to his senses and
that which is beyond the sphere of their knowledge, nay,
beyond the limits assigned to the light of reason.
I have perhaps dwelt too long already upon what SwEDENBORG "Tote on spiritual subjects, inasmuch as these are not
topics for an Academy of Sciences. It suffices that his good
qualities and merits are conspicuous even on that side, where
we look for those weaknesses in him which are inseparable
·
from human nature.
I have not risen in this place to define errors or dogmas
that are difficult to be understood; hut I venture to say, and I
am sure you will agree with me, that where others generally
exhibit a lack of intelligence and confusion of thought, our
SwEDE~l30RG displays an uncommon wealth of knowledge,
which, in accordance with his system, he reduced into such
order, that not even the elements were able to turn him out
of his course.
If his desire of knowledge went too far, it still bears
"'itness to his great zeal for enlightening himself and others;
for we cannot discover in him any sign of arrogance, rashness,
or intention to deceive.
If he cannot be numbered among the doctors of the
Church, he still deserves to be counted among ingenious moralists; and to he set up as a pattern of virtue and of reverence
for his :Maker; for in him there was no sort of double dealing.
If I were called upon frankly to state his faults, I should
imagine to myself some one who devoted his whole time to
the preparation of a universal solvent-a menstruum which
would solve everything that either nature or art had produced,
without remembering that no vessel could preserve it. Our
Swede11borg was not satisfied with knowing much; he desirecl
to know more than can he comprehended by any man here
below, in that state of imperfection whieh belongs to him while
the soul dwells in a frail material body.
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Any one who condemns this fault, cannot be regarded as
impartial, so long as he does not first inveigh against those
who ought to know much, and yet who know nothing.
But it is not so easy to be displeased with a man who
was endowed with so many fine qualities.
He had a sincere love for mankind; and in examining the
disposition of others, he always endeavoured first to find this
virtue, as a sure indication of many good qualities besides.
He was cheerful and pleasant in company, and as a recreation
from his severe labours, he enjoyed intercourse with intelligent
persons, by whom he was always well received and much
respected. He could also properly meet, and playfully direct
into a different channel, that kind of curiosity which frequently
desires to obtrude itself into the consideration of serious things.
He was an honest servant of the state, who paid strict
attention to the performance of his duties; the only thing he
neglected in his public capacity, was to apply for any office
when it was vacant. Having been called, unexpectedly, to an
honourable post, he remained satisfied with it during the rest
of his official career; and when his other occupations no
longer permitted him to devote sufficient time to his official
duties, he preferred to resign, being to the end of his life
satisfied with the title of the office he had filled during
thirty-one years.
He was a worthy member of this Royal Academy; and
although in course of time he entered upon the study of other
than academic subjects, still not wishing to remain a useless
member, he enriched its Transactions with a description of
inlaid work in marble, for tables, and other ornamental articles.*
As a member of the House of Nobles, he attended several
Diets of the Realm, without incurring the reproaches either
of himself or of others.
During his life there were several occupants of our throne,
and during all these changes he enjoyed the favour of every
reigning sovereign. Good sense, learning, and virtue secure
this favour under enlightened governments. And what people,

* The

paper refe1Ted to here is Document 202 of the present work.
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at the present time, has in this respect more cause for rejoicing than we?
Our SwEDE}.'""BORG (and this I mention not as one of his
merits) remained during the whole of his life unmarried. But
this was not owing to any indifference to the sex; for he
esteemed the company of a fine and intelligent woman as one
of the purest sources of delight; but his profound studies required
that in his house there should be perfect stillness both day and
night. He, therefore, preferred being alone.
He enjoyed a most excellent state of bodily health, having
scarcely ever been indisposed; and, as he was always content
within himself and with his circumstances, he spent a life which
was, in every respect, happy, nay, which was happy in the
very highest degree. At la.st nature demanded her rights.
During his last sojourn abroad, while residing in London,
he had on December 24, of last year, an attack of apoplexy,
and on the 29th of last l\Iarch departed this life, in his eightyfifth year, rich in the honourable monuments which he left
behind him, satisfied with his life upon earth, and joyful at the
prospect of his final change.
May the Royal Academy continue to retain many of its
eminent and useful members to so advanced au age!
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THE Swedish original of these memoirs in Rohsahm's own
handwriting, which had been in the possession of Dean Kalil in
Lund, was presented by him to the editor of these Documents
in 1868, during his stay in Sweden for the purpose of photolithographing the unpublished l\ISS. of Swedenborg. These
memoirs have never been printed in Swedish. Dean Kahl translated them into German, and sent his translation to Dr. Im.
Tafel of TUbingen, who published this translation in the third
part of his Swedenborg documents. It is remarkable that these
memoirs have never before been translated into English. The
English editor of the "Documents collected by Dr. Im. Tafel"
has in his volume an article entitled: "Anecdotes collected by
l\Ir. Robsahm ;" yet this article is by no means a translation of
the Robsahm l\Iemoirs which were published by Dr. Im. Tafelin fact it could not have been a translation of them, because
Dr. Tafel published these :Memoirs in the third part of his
"Documents", which appeared in 1842, while the first English
edition of the documents, containing the "Anecdotes collected
by l\Ir. Robsahm", appeared in 1841. The Documents contained
in Parts III and IV of Dr. Im. Tafel's work, with tlze exception
of tlw real Robsalm~ JJ.lemoi1"s, appeared subsequently in the
"Intellectual Repository," and were afterwards added as an
appendix to the former volume. On analyzing the article
entitled "Anecdotes collected hy l\Ir. Robsahm," which figures
in the English and American editions of the "Documents
collected by Dr. J. F. I. Tafel," it proves to be composed of
two separate accounts of Swedenborg, which are mixed up
arbitrarily; the first of these is "the Life of Emanuel Sweden-
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borg", which appeared ia the "New Jerusalem l\Iagazine" of
1790; the seconcl is Pernety's account of Sweden borg, which
appeared as an introduction to his French translation of
"Heaven and Hell", and which was included by Dr. Tafel
in his collection. Neither of these accounts is fully embodied
in the "Anecdotes collected by n.lr. Robsahm", but the editor
alternately takes some paragraphs from the "New Jerusalem
l\[agazine", aiHl from ~'Pernety's account", leaving out arbitrarily large portions of both. It is true l\Ir. Robsahm's collection was drawn upon by the writers of both these accounts,
yet a considerable number of statements are made in the composition called ~'Anecdotes collected by l\fr. Robsahm", which
Robsahm never made, and which the English editor wrongly
ascribes to him, withholding at the same time the real "Robsahm's l\Iemoirs" from his readers. For a further account of
the history of Robsahm's "l\femoirs'', see Notes 19 and 20.
~rhe English translation of these memoirs given below is prepared immediately from the Swedish original; the numbers of
the paragraphs have been inserted by the editor, for the sake
of convenient reference.
1. The late Assessor Emanuel Swedenhorg, who by his
works became so celebratecl throughout Europe, died in London,
on :March 29, 1772, in his eighty-fifth year. A well merited eulogiurn was pronounced upon him in the Swedish Royal Academy
of Sciences, on October 7, 1772. Bnt posterity may perhaps
be interested in knowing that which characterized this noble
man at home, and in his intercourse with his friends; and as,
since the death of his two old servants, a, gardener and his wife,
there are only a few of those still living, who were on terms of
intimacy with him, who were acr1mtinted with his habits of life,
and who could relate their conversations with him on the subject
of his visions and revelations, I was called upon by a worthy
man 20 to state what I had seen and heard in Sweden borg's
company; especially, as I had the advantage of being frequently
at his house, in the character of a friell<l, and of meeting him iu
company, at my own house, and at the houses of my relations.
2. Swe1lenhorg's property was about a stone's cast in length
and in hreaclth. rrhe rooms of his (hvelli11g-lwuse were small
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and p,lain; but were sufficient for him, though scarcely for
any one else. Although he was a learned man, no books were
ever seen in his room, except his Hebrew and Greek Bible,
and his manuscript indexes to his own works, by which, in
making quotations, he was saved the trouble of examining all
that he had previously \VTitten or printed.
3. Swedenborg worked without much regard to the distinction
of clay and night, having no fixed time for lahou!· or rest. "\Vhen
I am sleepy'', he said, "I go to heel." All the attendance he
required from his servant, his gardener's wife, consisted in her
making his heel, and placing a large jug of water in his anteroom, his house-keeping being so arranged that he could make
his own coffee in his study; and this coffee he drank in great
abundance, both day and night, and with a great deal of sugar.
When not invited out, his dinner consisted of nothing hut a
roll soaked in boiled milk; and this was his meal always when
he dined at home. He never at that time used wine or
strong drink, nor did he eat anything in the evening; but in
company he would eat freely, and indulge moderately in a
social glass.
4. For the sake of the public that came to see the old
gentleman, generally from curiosity, he had a pretty summerhouse built in his garden in 1767; on one side of this was his
handsome library, and in the wing that stretched out on the
other side were garden-tools. He had also another summerhouse put up in the middle of his garden, according to the ·
plan of one he had seen in England on a gentleman's estate;
and still another, which was square and had four doors, and
which could, by opening the doors across the corners of the
room, he changed into an octagon. In one corner of his
garden he had also constructed a maze of hoards, entirely for
the amusement of the good people that would come and visit
him in his garden, and especially for their children; and there
he would receive them "'rith a cheerful countenance, and enjoy
their delight at his contrivances.
5. Among these things I must also mention a blind
door which he . had made; and when this was opened,
another one appeared with a window in it; and as both these
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doors were directly opposite a green hedge where a beautiful
bird-cage was placed, and as the window in the inner door
was made of looking-glass, the effect was most charming and
surprising to those who opened it with a view of entering
Swedenhorg's other garden, which, according to his staten1e11t,
was much more beautiful than his first one. Swedenhorg
deri\ed much sport from this arrangement, especially when
inquisitive and curious young ladies came into his garden.
6. Before his house there was an ornamental flower bed,
upon which he expended considerable sums of money; he had
there even some of those singular Dutch figures of animals, and
other objects shaped. out of box-trees; hut this bed he did not
keep up in his later years. The cultivation of the garden,
however, and its produce he left to the gardener.
7. The fire in the stove of his study was never allowed
to go out, from autumn, throughout the whole of winter, until
spring; for as he always needed coffee, and as he made it
himself, without milk or cream, and as he had never any
definite time for sleeping, he always required to have a fire.
8. His sleeping-room was always without fire; and when he
lay clown, according to the severity of the winter, he covered
himself either with three or four woollen blankets; hut I
remember one winter, which was so cold that he was obliged
to move his bed into his study.
9. As soon as he awoke, he went into his stucly,-where
he always found glowing embers-put wood upon the burning
coals, and a few pieces of birch-rind, which for convenience
he used to purchase in bundles, so as to be able to make a
fire speedily; and. then he sat down to write.
10. In his drawing-room there was the marble-table which
he afterwards presented to the Hoyal College of l\Iines; this
room was neat and genteel, hut plain.
11. His dress in winter consisted of a fur-coat of reindeer skin, and in summer of a dressing-gown; hoth well-worn,
as became a philosopher's wardrobe. His wearing apparel
was simple, but neat. Still, it happened sometimes, that, when
he prepared to go out, and his people did not call his attention to it, something would be forgotten or neglected in his
dress; so that, for instance, he would put one buckle of gems
3
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and another of silver in his shoes; an instance of which
absence of mind I myself saw at my father's house, where
he was invited to cline; and which occurrence greatly amused
several young girls, who took occasion to laugh at the old
gentleman.
12. It was difficult for him to talk quickly; for he then
stuttered, especially when he was obliged to talk in a foreign
tongue. Of foreign languages, in addition to the learned
languages, he understood well French, English, Dutch, German, and Italian; for he had j ourneyecl several times in these
countries. He spoke slowly; and it was always a pleasure to be
with him at table, for whenever Swedenborg spoke, all other
talk was hushed; ancl the slowness with which he spoke had the
effect of restraining the frivolous remarks of the curious in the
assembly. At first he used to talk freely about his visions,
and his explanations of Scripture, but when this displeased
the clergy, and they pronounced him a heretic or a downright
madman, he resolved to be more sparing of his communications
in company, or at all events to be more on his guard, so as
not to offer an opportunity to scoffers of inveighing against
what they could not understand as well as himself.
13. I once addressed the pastor of our parish, an old and
esteemed clergyman, and asked him what I ought to think of
Swedenborg's visions and of his explanations of the Bible.
This honourable man answered me with the spirit of true
tolerance: "Let God be the judge, how these things are in
reality! But I cannot pass the same judgment upon him
that many others do; I have spoken with him myself, and I
have found in company where he was with me, that he is a
pious and good man.,
14. It was also remarkable, that Swedenborg, unlike sectarian persons, never tried to make proselytes, or to force his
explanations upon any one. This I know from a conversation I
had with him, as to whether it is possible for any other man to
come into the same degree of spirituality in which he was. He
said, "Take good care; this is the direct road to insanity: for
when a man pores over spiritual and hidden things, he cannot
protect himself against the delusions of hell, which then come
over him and trouble him, when from his natural man and by
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his own speculations he tries to fathom heavenly things, which
transcend his comprehension." He then explained to me,
that the Lord in His prayer taught us to pray against such
speculations, in the 'vords Leacl us not into tempt(ttion; by
which is meant that we must not, from our own power anLl
by our own intelligence, begin to doubt the heavenly truths
which are revealed to us: "For," he added, "you are well
aware how often it has happened, that students, and especially
theologians, who unnecessarily indulged too much in speculations, have lost their understanding. I, for my own part," he
concluded, "had never expected to come into that spiritual
state, in which I am nmv; hut the Lord selected me for this
state, and for revealing the spiritual meaning of the Sacred
Scriptures, which He had promised in the prophets and in the
book of Revelation. l\Iy purpose previously had been to explore
nature, chemistry, and the sciences of mining and anatomy."
15. This conversation gave me an opportunity of asking
him, where and how it was granted him to see and to hear
what takes place in the world of spirits, in heaven, and in
hell. \Vhereupon s,vedenborg answered as follows: "I was in
London and dined rather late at the inn where I was in the
habit of dining, and where I had my own room. l\Iy thoughts
were engaged on the subjects we have been discussing. I was
hungry, and ate with a good appetite. Towards the close
of the meal I noticed a sort of dimness before my eyes: this
became denser, and I then saw the floor covered with the
most horrid crawling reptiles, such as snakes, frogs, and similar
creatures. 21 I was amazed; for I. was perfectly conscious, and my
thoughts were clear. At last the darkness increased still more;
hut it disappeared all at once, and I then saw a man sitting
in a corner of the room; as I was then alone, I was very
much frightened at his words, for he said: 'Eat not so much'.
All became black again before my eyes, but immediately it
cleared away, and I found myself alone in the room.
"Such an unexpected terror hastened my return home; I
did not let the landlord notice anything; but I considered
well what had happened, and could not look upon it as a
mere matter of chance, or as it it had been produced by a
physical cause.
3*
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"I went home; and Juring the night the same man revealed
himself to me again, but I was not frightened now. He then
said that He was the Lord God, the Creator of the world, and
the Redeemer, and that He had chosen me to explain to men
the spiritual sense of the Scripture, and that He Himself
would explain to me what I should write on this subject;
that same night also were opened to me, so that I became thoroughly convinced of their reality, the worlds of spirits, heaYen,
and hell, and I recognized there many acquaintances of every
condition in life. From that clay I gave up the study of all
worldly science, and laboured in spiritual things, according as
the Lord had commanded me to write. Afterwards the Lord
opened, daily very often, my bodily (lekamlig) eyes, so that,
in the middle of the day I could see into. the other world,
and in a state of perfect wakefulness converse with angels and
spirits."
16. Swedenborg rarely went to Church; partly, because
he could not be edified by preaching which was so different
from his own revelations; and partly because he suffered from
the stone. Neither did he partake of the Holy Communion; and as he was closely related to two bishops,
one of them, during the diet of 1760, remonstrated with
him upon it in a friendly manner. Swedeuborg answered,
that inasmuch as he was conjoined with the Lord God, and
had been called by Him, and as he was, moreover, in company with angels and saints, tlris religious act, in his case,
could not he looked upon in the same light, as in the case
of the other inhabitants of this earth. But when he was reminded that by observing the sacrament he would set a good
example, he yielded and he took the communion before the
altar of the Church which had been fitted up for the :Maria
parish after the conflagration of 1759.
17. A few days previously he asked his old serving people,
which clergyman he might ask for this service, for he did
not know them particularly. \Vhen the elder chaplain was proposed, Swedenborg said at once: "No; for he is a passionate
man, and a violent priest; I was much displeased in hearing
him thunder fi.·om the pulpit." His assistant was then proposed,
the second chaplain, who was less liked in the parish. "This
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one," Sweden borg said, "I desire; for I have heard that he
speaks as he thinks, and that for this reason he has lost
credit among the people, as is usually the case in the world."
18. Swedenborg once told me the reason why no others
among the clergy, except Doctor Beyer22 in Gottenlmrg, had
embraced his explanations of the Scripture. The reason of
this is, that daily, from the time when they attend school in
the gymnasium [academy], and in the university, they confirm
themselves in the doctrine, and in favour of the doctrine, of
faith alone; and whenever any one has confirmed himself in
anything evil, he no longer looks upon the evil as evil, hut
becomes daily more delighted with it. "Nay," he added,
"though they should actually see and find out that I speak
the truth, their love of places of honour and of consideration,
and their self-interest, will not permit them to profess publicly
what, in ac.cordance with their own conviction, they ftnd to
be incontestable truths."
This conversation I had with
Sweden borg, a short time after he had had a visit from the celebrated clergyman, Doctor Rutstrom, 23 who died in prison,
in the castle of Stockholm, some time after the revolution of
1772. Sweclenborg said, "This Rutstrom saw every thing,
but his life and deeds showed that his l\Ioravian sect was
dearest to him, in which he had long ago confirmed himself,
even to persuasion;" and he added, that such was the case
with the clergy of every religion, who, after they have confirmed
themselves in the doctrines which they profess, can never
more be induced to give up the most preposterous propositions.
19. The chaplain of the Imperial Russian Legation, Oronoskow, who was in Stockholm during the time of the ambassador, Count Ostermann, was a monk of the AlexauderN ewsky order, and led an orderly and pious life; quite differently from the other Russian priests who had been here before
him. He became acquainted with me, and I lent him Swedenborg's hooks, which, he said, he read with the greatest delight.
He desired to see Swedenborg, and to talk with this remarkable man. I complied with his desire, and invited Swedenhorg
and him to dinner, in company with the late president of the
Royal College of Commerce, l\Ir. von Carleson, 24 and the

38

GEXERAL BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

[Doc. 5.

Councillor of Uhancery, l\lr. Berch, 25 together with several
of my relations. During dinner the chaplain asked Swedenborg among other things, whether he had seen the Empress
Elizabeth. Swedenborg then asked some one to tell him (for
he always spoke in Swedish, and the conversation was carried
on in French, which was well understood and pretty well
spoken by the chaplain), "I have seen her often, and I know
that she is in a very happy state." This answer brought
tears of joy into the chaplain's eyes, who said that she had
been good and just. "Yes," said Swedenborg, "her kind
feeling for her people was made known, after her death, in
the other life; for there it was shown, that she never \vent
into the council without praying to God, and asking for his
advice and assistance, in order that she might govern well
her country and her people." This gladdened the chaplain
so much, that he expressed his joyful surprise by silence and
tears.
20. I have two proofs, that Swedenborg was £rmly convinced that the works in manuscript which he took abroad,
would be printed there. At his departure, the last but
one, before he died in London, I met him in his travellingcarriage, when he was just starting from his house, here
in Stockholm. I asked him how he, who would be soon
eighty years old, could dare to undertake so long a journey,
and whether we should meet again in tllis world. ''Do not
trouble yourself about that," said he, "if you live, we sl1all
certainly meet again; for I shall have to undertake another
journey like this."
21. When he left Sweden for the last time, he came of
his own accord to me at the bank on the day he was to
leave, and gave me a protest against any condemnation
of his writings during his absence; which protest was based
upon the law of Sweden, and in which he stated, that the
House of Priests was not the only judge in, matters qf religion, inasmuch as theology belonged also to the other Houses.
On this occasion I asked him the same question as before,
viz., whether I should ever see him again. His answer was
quite tender and touching; "whether I shall come again, that,"
said he, "I do not yet know; but of this I can assure you, for
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the Lord has promised to me, that I shall not die, until
I shall have received from the press this work, (the Vera
Christiana Religio), which is now ready to be printed and for
the sake of which I now undertake this journey; but if we do
not meet again in the body we shall meet in the presence of
the Lord, provided we live in this world according to His
will and not according to our own." He then took leave of
me in as blithe and cheerful a frame of mind, as if he had
been a man in his best years; and the same day he departed
for the last time from Sweden.
22. I asked Swedenborg once whether his explanations
would be received in Christendom. "About that," said he,
~'I can say nothing; but I suppose that in their proper time
they will be received; for otherwise the Lord would not have
disclosed what has heretofore lain concealed."
23. He was never ill except when temptations came over
him; but he was frequently troubled with tooth-ache. I came
to him once on such an occasion, when he complained of a
severe tooth- ache, which had continued for several clays. I
recommended to him a common remedy for soothing the
pain; but he answered at once, that his tooth-ache was not
caused by a diseased nerve, but by the influ.x of hell from
hypocrites, who tempted him, and who by correspondence
caused this pain, which he said, he knew, would soon stop
aiHl leave him. 26
24. Respecting his temptations I collected information from
his modest servants, the old gardener and his wife, who told me
with sympathizing and compassionate words that Swedenborg
often spoke aloud in his room, and was indignant when evil
spirits were with him; tlils they could hear the more distinctly,
because their room was near his; when he was asked, why
he had been so restless during the night, he answered that permission had been given to evil spirits to revile him, and that
he spoke to and was indignant with them. It often happened
that he wept bitterly, and called out with a loud voice, and
prayed to the Lord, that He would not leave him in the
temptation which had come upon him. The words which he
cried out were these: "Oh Lord, help me! Oh Lord, my God,
do not forsake me!" \Vhen it was all over, and his people
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asked him about the cause of this lamentation, he said: "God
be praised! it is over now. You must not trouble yourselves about me; for whatever happens to me is permitted by
the Lord, and He does not allow me to be tempted more
than He sees that I can bear.''
25. Once it was very remarkable, that after such a lamentation he lay down, and did not rise from his bed for several
days and nights. This caused his people much uneasiness;
they talked with one another, and supposed that he had died
from some great fright. They thought of having the door
forced open, or of calling in his intimate friends. At last
the man went to the window, and 1 to his great joy, saw
that his master was still alive, for he turned himself in bed.
The next day he rang the bell, and then the housekeeper
went in, and told him of her own and her husband's uneasiness at his condition; whereupon he said with a cheerful countenance, that he was doing well, and that he did
not need anything. She was satisfied with this answer, for
neither of his servants dared to interrogate him, as they had
the same opinion of him as the old clergyman in my parish;
and they added that such a wise and learned man would
never distress himself with work and temptations, if he did not
know whence they came.
26. I asked the old housekeeper whether she had ever noticed anything unusual in Swedenborg's eyes after such a
state. I asked this question, because I wanted to know
whether his countenance was at all changed while he was
in the spirit. She answered, that one afternoon, for some
reason or other, she had to go into his room; and when she
opened the door, the pupils of his eyes had the appearance
of the brightest fire; whereupon she was frightened, stepped
back, and cried out: "What, in the Lord's name, is the
matter with you, my master? You look so terrible." "How,"
said Swedenborg, "do I look?" And when she told him what
she saw, he said: "\Vell! well! don't be frightened. The Lord
has opened my bodily eyes, and I have been in the spirit;
but in a little while, I shall be all right again; and this does
me no harm." She added, that half an hour afterwards, his
eyes were entirely free from this appearance of fire.
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27. I have just mentioned that Swedenborg was in the habit
of saying: "\Veil! well!" 1'his was a phrase which he often used,
when he spoke with any one familiarly; another, which he frequently used, was, "Good! good!"
28. \Vhen Swedenborg went abroad, he never studied his
comfort, but always travelled in an open carriage, without a
servant, to Gottenburg; and thence he went by sea either to
England or Holland, in order to get his manuscripts printed.
2!). I am acquainted with two Englishmen, who are seacaptains and Swedish naturalized citizens; the name of the
one is Harrison, on board whose ship Swedenborg was oneo
a passenger. During almost the whole voyage he lay in
bed, and nearly the whole time he spoke as if he were in
company. The cabin-boy and the mate said to the captain
that Swedenborg must be mad; he answered, "he may be
what he pleases, but as long as he remains quiet, I have
no authority over him; he is always prudent and discreet
in speaking to me, and in answering me; you see yourselves that we have the most favourable wind; and if this
weather continues as it is, I shall make the quickest passage
I have ever made." Harrison added laughing, "If Swedenborg
chooses, he can always have a fi·ee passage with me; for during the whole of my experience at sea, I have never saileLl
better."
30. The other sea-captain is Brovell, with whom Swedenborg sailed from London to Dalaro, a passage which was
made in eight days. During this voyage, as in that with
Harrison, Sweden borg generally lay in bed and talked;
but when he went on board at London, he said to the captain that he hoped they would have a favourable wind. This
came soon, and it continued until their arrival at Dalaro,
whence s,vedenborg pursued his journey by land. There is no
doubt also that previously to this favourable change the captain
had a contrary wind, which lasted several days; nevertheless,
he regarded Swedenborg neither as a conjurer nor as a
madman, but he looked upon the whole occurrence as a mere
coincidence. I asked Swedenborg about these voyages of
his, and he said, that he himself wondered at the remarkably
good fortune which he always had when he travelled by sea;
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but he observed at the same time, that any intelligent man
could see, that he 'vas not able to do miracles.
31. During the session of the Diet he was interested in
hearing news of the House of N obels, of which he was a
member by virtue of his being the head of the Swedenborg
family. He VtTOte several memorials; but when he saw that
party-spirit and self-interest struggled for mastery, he went
rarely up to the House of Nobles. In his conversations with
his friends, he inveighed against the spirit of dissension
among the mem hers of the Diet; and in acting with a party
he was never a party-man, but loved truth and honesty in
all he did.
32. I asked Swedenborg whether in our times it was worth
while to pay attention to dreams; upon which he answered,
that the Lord no longer, at the present day, makes revelations by dreams; but that, nevertheless, it may happen that
one who understands correspondences may derive advantage
from his dreams; just as a person that is awake, may examine
his own state by comparing his own will with God's commandments.
33. Swedenborg did not appear in the character of an
alms-giver; and when he was asked the reason, he said:
"Those who are poorest are either lazy or good for nothing;
and, moreover, alms are often injurious to those that receive
them, when any one from mere goodness of heart takes pity
on the indigent." He did not lend money; "for," said he,
"this is the direct way to lose it;" moreover, he added, that
he had need of all his money for his travels, and for the
printing of his works.
34. :Many, during Swedenborg's life-time, wondered where he
obtained money enough to make such long journeys, and to incur such heavy expenses. But when we take into consideration his economical mode of living, and the little money he
needed while travelling, a moderate capital only was required
for this purpose; especially, also, as his philosophical and
mineralogical works had a large sale. Nor did his spiritual
writings remain on the booksellers' shelves, but always yielded
him some resources. From his father, Bishop Swedberg, too,
he had obtained a considerable inheritance fSee Note 19],
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so that it was not at all surprising, that he could carry out
his purposes.
35. Swedenborg never allowed any female visitors to come
into his room, without calling in one of his servants; and
whenever, as happened very often, any ladies came to see him,
especially disconsolate widows, who desired to know the state
of their husbands; or others who thought that he was a
fortune-teller, and could reveal wonderful secrets, thefts, &c.he ahYays required some one to he present. "For," said
he, "women are cunning, and they might pretend1 that I
desired to become too intimate with them; moreover, it
is well known, that such people misrepresent, because they
do not properly understand, what they hear." "\Vherefore,
whenever such persons called upon him avowedly for such a
purpose, he with great firmness refused to have any thing to
do with them.
36. It is known, however, that in his youth he had a
lady-love (en maitress), whom he gave up when she became
faithless to him; but, otherwise, there is not the least trace
in him of any disorderly love. [See on this subject, Note 27.]
37. Whatever Swedenborg wrote was printed from his own
manuscript, an<l he never needed the help of an amanuensis.
His handwriting was difficult to read ·when he became older;
but he said to me: "the Dutch printers read my handwriting
as easily as the English." There is one thing to he observed
with regard to most of his spiritual writings, that the proofsheets were corrected very badly, so that errata occur very
often; the cause of this, he said, was that the printer had
undertaken the proof-reading, as well as the printing.
38. As Sweden borg, in his younger days, did not think of
the work which was to occupy him in his more advanced years,
it can easily be imagined that in his time he was not only a
learned man, hut also a polished gentleman; for a man of such
extensiYe learning, who, by his books, his travels, and his
knowledge of languages, had acquired distinction both at
home and abroad, could not fail to possess the manners and
everything else which, in those so-called serious or sober times,
caused a man to be honoured, and made him agreeable in
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societ:. He was accordingly, even in his old age, cheerful,
sprightly, and agreeable in company; yet, at the same time,
his countenance presented those uncommon features, which are
only seen in men of great genius.
39. I know not how he was regarded abroad; but I hope
it may not be uninteresting to know how he was regarded in
Stockholm, especially by those who could not read his writings, and who met him only by chance in society, or heard
others speak of him.
40. Those who were able to read his books judged of him
then, as they do now, quite clifl'erently from those who were
unable to read them; and what is remarkable, most of those
who do read his books become in a greater or less degree his
adherents; although "for fear of the Jews", and on account
of many and perhaps just causes, they do not openly profess
their sentiments. Their judgment generally is, that, with
the exception of his memorable relations, and the conversations and visions which he quotes, there is much that is
good in his writings; because he insists upon leading a life
in conformity with the will of God and His commandments;
which manifests itself by the shunning of sin, and a new
life from the heart, and also by love to the Lord and the
neighbour.
41. One clay a prisoner was led out to be beheaded
at the place of execution. I was with Swedenborg in the
evening, and I asked him, how a person, who leaves the
world in this manner, feels at the moment he is executed.
He replied, "When such a one lies clown upon the block he
is already so much out of himself, that after decapitation,
when the spirit enters into the world of spirits, and the prisoner finds himself alive, he tries to make his escape, is in
expectation of death, and is very much terrified; for at the last
moment no one thinks of anything but the happiness of heaven,
and the misery of hell. Afterwards such a one is associated
with good spirits who reveal to men that they are really
dead; and then he is left to follow his own inclinations,
by which he is led to that place where he is to remain to
eternity." In Sweclenborg's work on "Heaven and Hell" this
change is treated of more at large.
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42. Swedenborg added that when a person who has become matured in wickedness, is removed from the earth by
the law and the axe, although to all appearance penitent,
he still remains wicked to eternity; because his conversion is
compulsory, and not brought about by his own free will, as
required by God. For unless his crimes cast him into prison,
where he sees death impending, he will never direct his
thoughts towards God, and still less his heart, hardened by
habit; and such a one, when he finds that he lives as before,
rushes headlong into the practice of all those evil works which
he did in the world; and he, consequently, quickly leads himself
to hell, with the spirits of which he had been conjoined during
his life-time upon the earth.
43. It is quite different, however, with those who are
executed on account of some crime which they had committed
while in a state of intoxication, anger, or indignation, or
from rashness, without any real intention of doing it; such
repent bitterly of what they have done, and if they do not
confirm themselves against the Lord's commandments during
the remainder of tlteir life, they become after their death
happy and blessed spirits.
44. "\Vhen a certain clergyman died in Stockholm, who by
his eloquence and his pathetic mode of preaching had always
his church filled with hearers, I asked Swedenborg whether
he was not in a blessed state. "This man," answered he,
"went straightway to hell among the societies of h.Y]_)Ocrites; for
he was only spiritually minded while in the pulpit; at other
times he was proud of his talents, and of the success he had
in the world; he was an inflated man. "No, no," he added,
"there, no dissimulation and no deceitful arts are of any avail;
for all these disappear with death, and man involuntarily shows
himself either to be good or evil."
45. The Dutch ambassador l\Iarteville 43 died in Stockholm.
His widow, some time afterwards, was asked to pay a large
sum of money, 'vhich she knew had been paid. At last
she discovered the document among his papers; and there
was a general talk in town, that Swedenborg had contributed towards it by his conversation with the deceased
ambassador. I asked Swedenborg about it, and he said that
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the lady had been to see him, and had told him the circumstance, and that he promised her that if he should meet
l\larteville he would mention it to him. This was clone; and
"the ambassador answered me," said Swedenborg, "that he
would go home that same evening, and look after it, but I did
not receive any other answer for his widow. I have heard
since, that she discovered the important document; but I have
had no other share in bringing this matter to light, than what
I have stated." The general rum our was, that the widow
dreamt that she was speaking with her husband, who told her
where the paper would be found in the place where he used
to put things away (ttti dess fonlne gomman).
46. Sweclenborg was once in the presence of a certain
high personage (Queen Louisa Ulrica11), who asked him whether
he could meet her late brother (Prince of Prussia), and whether
he could find out what these high personages had said to
one another on a certain matter. Swedenborg promised; and
he came back a few days afterwards to give the answer,
which he did in the presence of a high gentleman. The high
personage then took Swedenborg aside to one part of the room,
where he told her in private what she desired to know from
the deceased gentleman. The high personage thereupon became
amazed, and said that this was altogether incomprehensible;
inasmuch as no one in the whole world knew anything about
this, except herself and her deceased brother. [See on this
subject § 53.]
47. Swedenborg had ordered for the Diet in Norrkoping (1769)
a small box* of his works from England, which in accordance
with the regulations of customs was detained in the customhouse, on account of their containing foreign or heterodox
thoughts on religion. Sweclenborg, therefore, asked a clergyman [Bishop Filenius, see Note 9], one of his influential relatives, to get this box released for him, because he desired to
distribute the books among the members of the various Houses
of the Diet. This man assured Swedenborg he would, and on
leaving embraced and kissed him; but when he went up to the

* It contained copies of his work on "Conjugial Love," which had been
printed at Amsterdam, in 1768.
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House, it was he who insisted most strongly that the books
should not be released. :For this man Swedenborg entertaineu
afterwards great contempt, and always called him Juuas
Iscariot, who betrayed his friend with a kiss. Swedenborg
said that he would have been much better pleasell 'vith a
downright refusal, than with a false promise inspiring confidence.
He could not do otherwise than reprove such conduct; for in his
whole life and in all his writings, in agreement with the tenor
of Go(rs \Vonl he insisted upon truth and honesty among men,
and indeed for the reason, that God has so commanded for
the sake of men's own happiness among themselves. He said
also, "He who speaks lies, acts them in his life, and this is
an abomination in the sight of God."
48. During the Diet of 1769 a cunning stratagem was
planned by some members of the House of the Clergy, by
which Swedenborg was to be summoned before a court of
justice, and after the first examination to be declared a
man who had lost his senses by his speculations in religion,
whom it was most dangerous to leave in freedom, and who
therefore ought to be confined in a lunatic asy hun. As soon
as a certain senator, a friend of Swedenborg's, heard about
this, he wrote him a letter, in which he disclosed the scheme,
and advised him to leave the country.
SweclenlJOrg upon this became very sorrowful, and going
straightway into his ganlen, fell upon his knees, and in tears
prayed to the Lord, and asked Him what he should do;
when he received the comforting assurance, that nothing
evil should befall him- as was the case ; for his enemies did
not clare to carry out their persecution, when they considered
that he was the head of a family, and related to other influential families, both in the House of Nobles and in the
House of the Clergy.
49. This information I received from J\Ir. Seele, an agent
here in Stockholm; to whose house Swedenborg very frequently went, and to whom he had told this.
50. I can assure the reader in all truth that these miscellaneous statements, which I remember of my intercourse
with this venerable man, are true in every particular, and
that I should not have written them down, if I had not been
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requested to do so by the honourable man who is mentioned
at the beginning of these anecdotes, and if he had not intimated that they would be made use of in enlightening
posterity about Swedenborg's personal character, and indeed
by a society, whose purpose it is to translate several of his
writings into French. [See Note 20].
51. I know from experience that there is not a single
word in all his writings which leads man away from the
doing of God's "·ill, and consequently from a sincere love of
the neighbour; there is contained, however, therein an entirely
new system, which is opposed to the principal religions professed by men, and to all their sects, but which agrees with
all of them in this particular, that blessedness and misery
depend upon man's life in time.
52. All this Sweclenborg has proved abundantly in his
writings, and especially has he written against the dangerous
doctrine of faith alone; anu if we in the History of the Chm·ch
follow those who have been instrumental in establishing religions, we find that all religions, from the earliest to the
latest times, have been instituted by well-meaning prelates,
and that afterwards they have been subverted partly by
ignorant, and partly by cunning and crafty prelates. In conclusion, however, I earnestly desire that every one who
reads Swedenborg's writings should do so with caution, and
that he should rather remain in the faith he received in
childhood, and which was often impressed upon him with
severity, and which very few among the professors of faith
examine, than that he should from frivolity or from blind zeal
revile what he cannot understand. For such persons read all
the prophets and the book of revelation, where they understand nothing, with the same feeling of contempt with which
they read Swedenborg's system, where, however, every thing
may be easily understood by him who does not amuse himself
at the expense of truth, and who does not reject every thing
that does not agree with his own pre~conceivecl notions.
CARL ROBSAHl\I
Treasurer of tlze Bank, Stocklzolm.
Stockholm, l\Iarch 29, 1782.
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Sv-PPLF.l\IEXT TO RonsAII::~r"s :\IEMOIRS.

53. Statement explanatory of § 46, from the :l\Iinutes of
the Exegetic-Philanthropic Society in Stockholm:*

"Trutliful Account made by the late Queen D01cage'r11
in Haga.,t in the year 1774."
Swedenuorg was one day at a court reception. Her
:\Iajesty asked him about different things in the other
life, and lastly whether he had seen, or had talked with,
her brother, the Prince Hoyal of Prussia. He answered,
No. Her :Majesty then requested him to ask after him, and
to giYe him her greeting, which Swedenborg promised to do.
I doubt whether the queen meant anything serious by it. At
the next reception Swedenborg again appeared at court; and
while the queen was in the so-called white room, surrounded
by her ladies of honour, he came boldly in, and approached
her :Majesty, who no longer remembered the commission
she had given him a week before. Swedenborg not only
greeted her from her brother, but also gave her his apologies
for not having answered her last letter; he also wished to do
so now through Swedenborg; which he accordingly did. The
Queen was greatly overcome, and said, 'No one, except God,
knows this secret.' The reason why she never adverted to
this before, was, that she did not wish any one in Sweden to
believe that during a war with Prussia she had carried on a
correspondence in the enemy's country. The same caution
Her :l\Iajesty exercised during her last visit to Berlin. \Vhen
she was askecl about this transaction, which had been printed
in a German paper, she did not answer. This circumstance was narrated in the French translation of Heaven

and Hell.f

* Extracts from these l\Iinutes are preserved in the LilJrru'Y of the New
Church Society in Stockholm, the leader of which is 1\Ir. Oscar Tyboni;
copies of~~ 83 and M were made by the editor of these Documents during
his stay in Stockholm, in 1868.
t Hag a is a royal castle in the neighbourhood of Stockholm; it was the
favourite resort of Gustavus III.
t Pemety1s translation of Heaven and Hell, pulJlishcu in two vols. in
Berlin, in 1782.
4
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The above was written with his own hand by His Excellency, Count Hopken, 28 Feb. 9, 1784, after he had read
Ro bsahm's Life of Stcedenborg, and he desired this to be appended to it.
54. Statement explanatory of § 36, taken likewise from
the :Minutes of the Exegetic- Philanthropic Society in Stockholm.*
"Read before the Society, l\Iarch 28, 1789.
By request; this furnishes reliable information on an occurrence which took place in Mr. Assessor Swedenborg's
younger years.
"\Vhile Polhem/ 4 the Councillor of Commerce, by a gracious order from the late King Charles XII, was engaged in
building the Trollhatta lock near Carlsgraf, there lived with
him as a pupil in mathematics,t Assessor Swedenborg. The
Assessor conceived a violent passion for Polhem's second
daughter, Emerentia, 29 who was afterwards married to Ri.i.ckerskold,30 the Councillor in the Court of Appeals. But as
she was only thirteen or fourteen years of age, 31 she could
not be persuaded to enter into an engagement; whereupon
her father, who loved Swedenhorg very much, gave him a
written claim upon her in the future, in the hope that ·when
older she would become more yielding, and this contract her
father obliged her to sign. She fretted, however, about it so
much every clay that her brother, Chamberlain Gabriel Polhem,32 was moved with compassion, and purloined the contract frolll Swedenborg, whose only comfort consisted in daily
perusing it, and who therefore quickly missed his treasure.
His sorrow at his loss was so evident, that her father insisted on knowing the cause; when by an exercise of his authority he was willing to have his lost document restored to him.

* This statement, in the Extracts from the l\Iinutes of the ExegeticPhilanthropic Society, follows immediately after our n. 53.
t This is a mistake; for 8wedenborg was not with Polhem in the capacity of a pupil in mathematics, but as an assistant-engineer. ::.\Ioreover,
it was Swedenborg who furnished the necessary mathematics, in order to
bring Polhem's mechanical and physical experiments before the public.
This was clone by Swedenborg in his "Df£dalus Hyperboreus," which was
published in the years li16 to 1718.
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But when Sweclenborg himself saw her grief, he voluntarily
relinquished his right; and he left the house with a solemn
oath, never again to let his thoughts settle upon any woman,
and still less to enter into any other engagement; whereupon
he commenced his travels abroad.* This is in brief all that
can be reported with certainty on this matter. 33
It may be worth recording that Assessor Swedenborg assured the daughters and sons-in-law of Emerentia Polhem, ~
when they visited him in his garden,t that he conversed with
their departed mother as often as he pleased."
* After the death of Charles XII on the 30th of November, 1718,
Swedenborg left Polhem, and went to the ironworks in
estmanland,
where he was part-owner of the ironwork Shillon in Sk.insl\attcberg, and
it was not until June 30, 1721, that he started on his second journey
abroad.
t Emerentia Polhem died in 1759.

'V

DOCU:JIENT 6.

PERNETY'S 34 ACCOUNT OF SWEDENBORG.
THIS account was printed by Pernety in the Preface to his
translation of Swedenborg's Heaven and Hell which was
published ·by him in two volumes with the following title:
Swedenbm!J, "Les :Merveilles du Oiel et de l'Enfer." Berlin 1782.
On p. 36 he says, "Not being able to procure the life of
Swedenhorg written in the Swedish language by 1\Ir. Rohsahm, 19
I have supplied the same by an abridgment of the eulogium
on our author, which was composed and read before the
Academy of Sciences and Belles Lettres[?J of Stockholm by
. ~I. de Sandel/3 and by anecdotes and notices of his life which
persons worthy of faith and of well-known probity have communicated to me, both from that town and from London, in
which city Swedenborg made a comparatively long stay."
The persons "worthy of faith and of well- known probity"
who sent Pernety almost the whole of the following account, were the brothers, Charles Frecleric, 20 and Augustus
Nordenskold, 35 as appears from the following extract from a
letter addressed by Pernety to the former of these, elated
Oct. 30, 1781,-"Please assure your brother of those sentiments which his reverence for Swedenborg awakens in my
breast, and try to persuade him, to send me a French biography of this phamix among authors, as well as interesting
notices and anecdotes about him, in order that I may embody
them in the preface to my translation." In a postscript he
adds, "I am at present engaged in seeing through the press
Swedenborg's work on Heat·en awl Hell." It seems as if
C. F. N ordenskold collected the materials for the above account, and as if Augustus N orclenskold, who was the elder
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and more experienced brother, worked them up into a connected whole, while Pernety put the finishing touches to it
and added § 26. The brothers N onlenskold, in drawing up
their account of Swedenborg, had access to the following
sources:
1. Robsahm's l\Iemoirs, which, as we have proved in Note
20, were written at the request of C. F. Nordenskold. Upon
these memoirs the N orclenskolds drew in the preparation of
the following paragraphs: 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, 29,
31, 32, 34, 35, 36. In these paragraphs Robsahm's language
is not, however, translated literally, and sometimes considerable liberty has been taken with his text either by 1\ir.
A. K orclenskolcl, or else by l\L Pernety himself. It is quite
possible also that the whole of Robsahm's account was not
ready in time for the N ordenskolds to make full use of it,
inasmuch as it was not finished until :March 29, 1782.
2. Information collected from the wife of Swedenborg's gardener, by C. :B.,. N ordenskolcl: §§ 12 (?), 22, 24, 30, and a portion of 34. In a letter to Dr. Im. 'J1afel in r:rubingen, dated
l\Iay 1, 1822, C. F. Norclenskold makes the following additional statement: "During my stay in Stockholm I visited
one day the wife of Sweclenborg's gardener, who, together with
her husband, waited upon him. She had free board in a
charitable institution. She told me that Swedenborg often lay
for several days in his bed without eating. He gave orders
that they were not to awake him, or to touch him in such a
state, but to place a basin of water before his heel. \Vhen he
awoke, he did not feel the least weakness, but was stroug and
hale, as if he had partaken of hearty meals during the whole
of that time." See Tafel's "Documents", &c. Vol. IV. p. 205.
The same statement C. F. NordenskOld made in his "Considerations Generales", &c. p. 174.
3. From Dr. Beyer: part of § 32.
4. From Count H<>pken: §§ 25, 27, :l8.
5. From Sandels, the Councillor of l\Iines, § 15.
6. From Swedenborg's \Vritiugs: §§ 8, 23.
7. Facts generally known in Sweden: §§ 13, 18.
8. Authorities unkno·wn: §§ 7, 37.
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Paragraphs 16 and 17 we consider as false and erroneous;
our reasons for rejecting them are given in notes 41 and 42.
A complete translation of "Pernety's Account of Swedenborg"
was published by Dr. Im. Tafel in his German edition of the
"Swedenborg Documents;" hut this account as written by
Pernety was not introduced into the English edition of these
Documents, the editor substituting in its place an article
entitled by him, "Anecdotes collected by l\Ir. Robsahm,"
which we have discussed in our introduction to the genuine
"Robsahm l\Iemoirs;" and which we have there stated was
composed partly of "Pernety's Account," and partly of a "Life
of Swedenhorg," which appeared in the New Jerusalem :ilfagazine of 1790.
The "IJife of Swedenborg" which appeared in that Journal
seems to have been compiled by C. B. \Vadstrom, 36 who was
one of the editors of the New Jerusalem :ilfagazine, and a friend
of the N ordenskolds. The sources from which he drew in its
preparation are Sanclels' Eulogium, Pernety's Account, Robsahm's l\Iemoirs, and Hartley's preface to Heaven and Hell.
Yet much of Pernety's Account and also of Robsahm's
::\Iemoirs was left out in that "Life;" so that our translation
of "Pernety's Account" is really the first complete one that
has been published in the English language. A portion of
the account from § 1 to § 29 was also published by the
Aurora press, about 1800, in a little work entitled, "Anecdotes and Observations, with some account of the Life of
Emanuel Swedenborg, to which is prefixed an Eulogium composed by lVIonsieur Sandel, &c."
The above "Life of Swedenborg" was also translated into
Swedish, and formed a part of a New Church periodical, which,
under the name of "Forsamlings- Tidning," circulated in
manuscript among the members of the "Society pro Fide et
Clzaritate," from June 1796 to August 1797. This Society was
a secret Society, which was established after the dissolution
of the Exegetic and Philanthropic Society in 1790, and which
continued to exist in Sweden until about 1835. The Swedish
"Life of Swedenborg" was enriched with extracts from the
published proceedings of the trial of Drs. Beyer 22 and Rosen142
in Gottenburg. A manuscript copy of the "Forsamlings-
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'Tidning" was })resented by the editor of the present Documents to the Swedenborg Society, in 1872.
After calling attention to the changes in the names of persons in the Sacred Scripture, Pernety begins his account of
Sweden borg thus:
1. Emanuel Swedenhorg was originally called Swedberg,
after his father, J esper Swedberg, Bishop of Skara in 'Vester
Gothland, a learned man, who was respected on account of
his virtues, and beloved by all good Christians. After
Emanuel had (in agreement with a custom prevalent in Sweden, according to which the sons of bishops are raised into
the rank of nobility with a seat in the Diet of the country)
been ennobled, his name was changed to Swedenhorg; which,
in the German, as well as in the Swedish language, signifies
protection or difence, according to the interpretation of the
person lJy whom these notices or anecdotes have been communicated to me, and who adds: "He will certainly be a
protector to all those who are disposed for regeneration, by
a knowledge and reception of the truths which the Lord was
pleased to reveal to him, in order that he might communicate
them to men; and as he has been an instrument in the hands
of the Lord of the universe, he may he looked upon as a
tutelary angel, not only of the Swedes, but even of the whole
of Europe."
2. Swedenborg was an Assessor in the College of 1\Iiues,
and a member of the Academy of Sciences. The little value
which he placed upon titles, and honours, and greatness among
men, induced him to resign his office of Assessor, as may he
seen below from the letter which Springer, 121 * the Councillor
of Commerce, wrote to me.
3. He owned a house in the southern suburb [of Stockholm], which was built and arranged according to his own
taste; its rooms, which were limited in number, were conveuient only for him. Immediately adjoining the house was
a garden of considerable size, in the centre of which he had

* Springer's letter to Perncty will lJc founll in Section X among the
Testimonies collectell concerning Sweuenborg in Englanu.
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erected a, pavilion. Four doors with which he had provided it
formed a square; but by means of other four doors, he could
in an instant change it into an octagon. One of these doors
had a secret lock, and when it was opened, another door appeared with a window of looking-glass, which was opposite an
arbour, where a hirdcage was suspended. \Vhen any one
opened this door, this contrivance produced upon him the
pleasant surprise of a second garden, which, according to
Swedenborg's statement, was more beautiful than the first. At
the entrance of his garden there was a bed richly covered
with flowers, which he liked very much. One corner of his
garden was occupied by a kind of maze~ planted expressly for
the amusement of the persons hy whom he was visited. He
derived, however, no other advantage from the garden; for he
left the whole produce of it to the gardener who had charge
of it, as well as of a pretty conservatory, in which he took
much pleasure.*
4. This gardener and his wife were his only domestics,
and he kept them till the time of his cleath.t The wife
made his bed, brought him water, and placed it in his
ante-room. He made his own coffee, and drank it very freely,
using a good deal of sugar. \Vhen at home he scarcely
lived on anything but milk, in which he soaked some biscuits; then also he drank no wine, nor any spirituous liquor.
\Vhen invited out he was very temperate in eating and drinking; but he was always of an even disposition, and inclined
to sprightliness4

* Cfr. Robsahm's l\Iemoirs, §§ 4-6, and also the "Official Account of
Swedenborg's property in Hornsgatan," published after his death, which is
contained in Section IV., in which more particulars are given, and where
also several ofPernety's statements are rectified; e. g. the pa·vilion described
Ly Pernety was not in the centre of Swedenborg's garden, but on one
side of it; the arbour or hedge with a voliere or bird-cage being on the
opposite side; while in the middle of the garden there was another summer-house built "acconling to the plan of one which Swedenborg had seen
in a nobleman's garden in England." l\Ioreover, the maze of which Pernety
speaks, was not "planted," i. e. did not consist of a living hedge, but was
constructed of boards.
t See an account respecting them, written by "Uncle Adam," Dr.
W etterberg, in Section XI: "Swedenborg and his Gardener-folks."
+ Cfr. Rohsahm's l\Iemoirs, § 3.
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5. His wardrobe was very simple, but becoming. In
winter he wore a fur-coat of reindeer-skin, and in summer,
when at home, a dressing gown.* The only remarkable piece
of furniture which he had in his drawing-room, was a table
of black marble, upon which, at a first glance, it seemed as if
a pack of canls had been thrown; so well were they imitated.
He made a present of it to the College of :Mines, which
preserves it with great care. 37
6. Ordinarily Sweden borg pronounced very distinctly; but
he stuttered a little when he tried to speak quickly. As
soon as he commenced speaking in company, all kept silence,
partly on account of the pleasure which they experienced from
his conversation, and partly on account of his well-knovm
erudition, which, however, he did not display, except when he
was obliged to furnish proofs of his assertions or to show the
insufficiency of the arguments of those with whom he conversed.t :Moreover, he was unwilling to enter into any disputes on matters of religion; and if obliged to defend himself,
he did it with gentleness, and in few words. If he was urged
1Jcyoml this, he drew back, saying: "Read attentively and
without prejudice my writings, they will answer for me, and
you will then change your ideas and your opinions."
7. A clergyman, a follower of Zinzendorf, and a doctor
of theology in Gottenburg, undertook to controvert the writings of Swedenborg, and after stating that he had not read
them, continued his preliminary discourse by the coarsest
invectives, and the most malignant and stinging expressions
against the person of Swedenborg. The latter spoke with so
much modesty and gentleness, without referring to the person
of his antagonist, that all applauded what he said, both in
regard to its substance and its form.
8. A certain critic [Dr. Ernesti 38 ], who was well-known
for being very unsparing in his comments upon books and
their writers, wrote a bitter review of Swedenborg's writings.
The latter replied to it in a very short article, which he

t

* Cfr.

Rohsahm's :\Iemoirs, § 11.
Cfr. Robsahm's l\Iemoirs, ~ 12.
; The founuer of the sect of the l\Ioravians.

t
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had printed only to communicate to his friends; it is drawn
up in the following terms: "'I have read what Dr. Ernesti has
written about me in his Theological Library, p. 784, and I
have seen that it consists merely of personal slanders. I have
not noticed therein a grain of reason against any statement
in my writings, and yet it is against the laws of politeness
to attack any one with envenomed daggers in such a manner;
wherefore, I deem it unworthy of myself to fight with this
celebrated man with the same weapons, i. e. to repel and to
refute slanders by slanders: for this would be like women of
the lowest order, who in quarreling cast dirt into each other's
faces. Read, if you pleasei what has been written concerning
the arcana that have been revealed by the Lord through me
in my latest work, entitled "True Christian Religion," in
Nos. 846 to 851, pages 492 to 502, and then judge concerning my revelations, yet from reason. There has been written,
besides, against this same Doctor Ernesti, a memorable relation, which has been inserted in the above-mentioneJ work,
"'True Christian Religion," No. 137, pages 105 to 108, which,
if you please, you may also read."
9. It is singular, or at least very remarkable, that almost
all those who have read the writings of Swedenborg for the
purpose of refuting them, have finished by adopting his
views.*
10. At the beginning of his revelations he used to talk
freely about what he had seen and heard, and his explanations of the Sacred Scripture, but when he found that
his discourses were not liked by the clergy, he followed the
policy of being more reserved and circumspect, in order to
deprive calumniators of every opportunity and pretext for
finding fault with what they did not, or were unwilling, to
understand. t
11. He was not governed by that species of egotism
usually noticed in those who start new ideas on matters
of doctrine; neither did he desire to make proselytes, nor to

* Cfr. Robsahm's 1\Iemoirs, § 40.
t Cfr. Robsahm's Memoirs, § 12.
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communicate his views to any, except such as he considered
single-minded, disposed to listen peaceably, capable of understanding him, and lovers of the truth.*
12. Notwithstanding his caution in this respect, and although
he had never preached a morality which 'vas opposed either
to the decalogue or good manners; although his conduct
was exemplary, and he spoke neither against the government
nor particular persons, he was not exempted from persecution.
He found enemies so bent upon doing him injury, that he
was obliged to leave the capital so as not to fall into their
hands.t A young man had even entereu his house with a,
view of assassinating him, anu the gardener's wife? to save
Swedenborg~s life, tolJ him that he was not at home.
The
young man, however, would not believe her, and ran into the
garden, thinking he was there. God, however, provided means
to protect him. As the young man was rushing into the
garden, his cloak caught in a nail of the lock, so that he
could not disengage himself; and his naked sword fell to the
ground. \Vhilst in this embarrassment the fear of being disco,erecl took possession of him, and he withdrew with all possible speed.* This young man was afterwards killed in a duel.

*

Cfr. Robsahm's 1\Iemoirs, §. 14.
This does not seem to be quite cotTect. Up to the year 1769, according to Swedenborg's o\vn statement to I\Ir. Hartley, he had not met with
any persecutions at all in his own country. But upon his return to Stockholm, :in the latter part of 17139, an attempt was made by some of the
clergy to have him confined in a lunatic asylum (cfi·. Hohsahm's 1\lemoirs ~ 48), and it was then that a certain ~enator, a friend of Swedenborg~s, counselled him to leave the country, advice which, however, he did
not follow.
·
t Another more detailed version of this occurrence :is given by "Samtidens i.\larhardigaste Personer," Upsal1820, in which a short biographical
sketch of Swedenborg is given, which is in part based on oral communications. There is, however, an error in this account, inasmuch as it is
reporteu to have taken place in the year 1756, when yet hefi)re the winter
of 1759 it wa.s not generally lmo\vn in Sweden that Swedenhorg's spiritual
eyes were opened, ( cfr. the letter of Baron D. 'l'ilas to Count Cronstedt,
dated )[arch 16, 17130, which will 1Je found in Section X). .1\Ioreover, it
attributes to Swedeulwrg a feeling of revenge and a love of sarcasm, which
were entirely forei~rn to his nature. The account on p. 141 is as
follows. ~·During the Diet of 1756 (?), SwedcnlJorg was walking one day

t
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Swedenburg's life was again in danger during an assembly of
the Diet, when he was obliged to give orders to his servants
not to admit any one into his house until further notice;
orders which were obeyed by them.
13. His writings raised him many enemies among the
clergy, who found in them causes for persecuting him beyond
endurance. His 'vritings were denounced before the Consistory,
and during a whole month meetings of the bishops and professors of theology were held for the purpose of examining
them. At the end of this period they reported the result of
their examination, which was nevertheless favourable; and
there the matter rested for the moment. But his enemies
filled with rage at their small success, tried other means, and
they profited by Swedenborg's absence, who was abroad, and
did not know what was taking place, nor .the machinations
that were resorted to, with the view of destroying him. Here
we may well exclaim: Tan tame cmimis crelestibus irce! Can so
much gall enter into the hearts of the pious! of the ministers
of the Lord, who preach a religion, the only basis of which
is love to God, and charity! And whom did they persecute?
An author whose writings breathe nothing hut these two kinds
of love, as the only means by which heaven may be opened
to man, and show that the opposite of these, the love of self
and of the world, lead to eternal perdition. Bweclenborg always
with several friends in his garden, when there entered a young man unknown to all the parties present. He walked up to Swedenborg with a
self-sufficient smile playing around his lips, and informed him that he had
recently lost his father, and that he therefore desired, by Swedenborg's
intercourse with spiritg, to know what was his lot in the other world.
Sv,·edenborg, who probably wanted to punish the youth's impertinence, said
to him, ~'It is pitiable, if your father belongetl to that order of which very
few are saved. Your father was a clergyman, was he not?" As Swedenborg's supposition was really correct, the stranger blushed with astonishment and shame, and went away; but not in order to let this remark serve
him as a warning. On the contrary, filled with a feeling of revenge against
the satirical spirit-seer, he again desired to make his way into the garden,
for the purpose of murdering him. But when he rushed in by the door,
his cloak caught in the lock, and uncovered his sword, which fell to the
ground. His design was thus betrayed, and he was prevented from
executing it. The consequence was that during that Diet, his door was
closed against all unknown persons."
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practised that morality which he taught; and when on his
return he was informed of the wicked machinations of his
persecutors, haYing been taught by experience to what extent
they were capable of going, he addressed a petition to the
]~ ing in the form of a letter, which is as follows:
[Here Pernety inserts t4e whole of that letter which
Swedenborg addressed to the King, dated the lOth of l\Iay
or .Tune, 1770, and which will be found in Section IX in
Swedenborg's Correspondence from 1747 to 1772.]
Pernety continues: It is known that essential Truth has
, heen hated and rejected; that its children by whom it was
preached, have been despised and persecuted: ought we then
to he astonished at the persecution of a disciple of the truth
at a time when false wisdom, under the illustrious name of
Philosophy, while seeking to destroy the truth and to establish itself upon its ruins, has gaine<l by its tinsel and glitter
the respect and admiration of men.
14. In London also a l\Ioravian brother or Hernhuter,*
and a clergyman, the curate of the Swedish Church, t were
hent upon calumniating Swedenhorg: the former, probably,
in order to avenge himself for what Swedenborg had written
concerning his sect; the latter because he was an enemy of the
Swedish Councillor of Commerce, l\Ir. Springer121, who resided
in London, and declared himself a friend of our author. Iu
spite of the efforts made by his enemies to injure his reputation, and to deny his merit and his virtues, he was neYertheless well received at the Court of Sweden, during his sojourn
in Stockholm. He was invited there to dine with the whole
Royal family; and the Senator Count HUpken, 28 as well as
the Senator Count ':Pessin, 39 two very estimable men, declared
themselves openly to be his friends, and frequently visited him.
15. The Councillor Yon Sandels13 made a visit at one
time to Swedenborg, and seeing a quantity of manuscripts,

* l\Ir. Brockmer, at whose house Swedenborg resiJeJ at one time: the
whole of this charge is investigated in Section X.
t The Rev. 1\Ir. l\[athesius: the charge made by him is investigated
in the same place.
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written by his own hand, without any corrections or eraw
sures, lying upon the table where he was writing, asked him
whether he took the trouble himself to write out a clean
copy. "I make a clean copy in writing it out the first time,"
replied Swedenborg; "for I am only a secretary, and I write
at the dictation of my spirit."*
16. A certain man, a great admirer of Bohme, 40 asked
him in London, what he thought of that author. "He was a
good man," answered Sweclenborg, "it is a pity that some
errors crept into his writings, especially with regard to the
Trinity. [See Note 41.]
17. He was asked whether there was any truth in Hermetic philosophy? "Yes," he replied, "I consider it to be
true, and one of the greatest wonders of God, but I advise
no one to work in this suhject. 42 [See Note 42.]
18. On arriving from London at Gottenburg, Swedenborg
was told that his house had been consumed by a great conflagration, in which almost the whole of the southern suburb
of Stockholm was destroyed in 1759. "No," replied he, "my

* David Paulus ah Indagine (.Joh. Christ. Cnno) in a collection of
anecdotes concerning Swedenborg, publisheu at Hamburg 1771, under the
title "Sammlung einiger Nachrichten Herrn Emanuel S·weclenborg betreffencl" (Collection of some statements concerning Emanuel Swedenborg),
says concerning him, "He said his angel dictated to hun, and he could write
fast enough for him." Uuno at the same time states that ~wedenborg
did not make a first draught of his works~ but wrote out a clean copy
at once. These statements are not borne out by the facts, inasmuch as
among the Swedenborg JHSS. in the library of the Acauemy of Sciences in
Stockholm there are two copies of Swedenborg's tr·eatise on the Apoca~lJpse
Explained, both in his own hanchvriting, one of these being the first
draught of the work, and the other a clean copy written out for the
printer. l\Ioreover, in the same library, there is also a first draught copy
of almost the whole of his largest work, entitled the Arcana Ccelestia.
This plan of making a first draught copy of at least a portion of what he
intended to publish, Sweuenborg followeLl to the end 01 his natural life,
inasmuch as the first draught copies of a large number of the memorable
relations contained in his last work, The True Cl~ristian Religion, are
preserved in the Royal Library in Stockholm; these sheets having been left
by Swedenborg on boaru the ship in which he sailed to Amsterdam m
1769, and afterwards having been presenteu by the captain of the ship to
:Magister Lanaerus,146 of Carlscrona.
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house was not burnt; the fire did not extend so far." He spoke
truly, and the occurrence had been so recent, that he could
not have received the particulars hy leth·r, or from any other
person. (Consult upon this subject the following letter of l\Ir.
t;pringer, from which it may be seen, that he had predicted
this contlagration. )*
19. He was asked why so few among the clergy of
Gottenburgi- ha<l embrace<! his explanation of the 8cripture. ''The reason of this is," he said, "that tlm·iug their
studies at the academy and the schools, they have confirmed
themselves in their prejudices in favour of faith alone; and
'vhenever any oee has confirmed himself in anything wrong,
he no longer looks upon error as an evil; awl although they
perceive that I speak the truth, their ambition, their egotism,
and their lo\e of distinction or self-interest, seem to exact
from them not to declare themselves openly in favour of it.
20. He suffered severe and cruel temptations; at such
times he prayed much. Those who saw him in a state of
temptation considered him very ill; but when he was relieved from them, he thanked God, and said to those that
pitie<l him: "God be praised forever! .Comfort yourselves,
my friends! all has disappeared; and rest assnred that nothing ever happens to me, except what the l1ord permits;
and He never imposes upon us a burden heavier than we
can hear. '~f
21. During the sessions of the Diet he took a great
interest in what was lliscussed there, when he was absent:
for as the hea<l of his family he ha<l the right of attending, and of taking his seat in the Houses of the Realm.

* -:\[r. Springer's version of this occurrence is coufirmeu hy the philosopher Kant (see Sectiou X), who says that the fi·iewl who sent him the
whole of his account about Swedcnhorg, had investigated this matter, not
only in Stockholm, lmt also two months before in Gotten!Jurg, where he was
at.:quaiutc(l with the lea!ling firms, allll had every opportuuity of eollcctiug
information on this sul~ject.
t Hohsahm, from whom this statement is taken (see ~ 18), intro<luccs
this sentence thus: Swe(lenhorg- once tol<l me the reason why no others
among the cler~..ry, ext.:cpt Dr. Deyer in (iottenburg, had ellliH·accd his explanations of the Sc·ripture ....
Compare H.olJsalnn's l\lcmoirs, § 24.
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But when he saw that the hatred and envy in the two parties
were on the increase he attended but rarely; for he always
decided by his love of truth and justice.*
22. Swedenborg gave every year a sum of money to the
poor of the parish in which his house was situated. But he
said that good ought to be done with discretion, because
otherwise there was danger of harm being done by ill-placed
alms. t
23. In his almanac for the year 1767, there is a note
in his hanch\Titing, stating that he had spoken with the great
musician, Roman143, on the clay when he was buried, and even
at the very moment of his funeral.
24. Senator Count Hopken 28 and the wife of Swedenborg's
gardener both informed me with regard to the two following
facts. After the death of 1\fr. de l\farteville,4 3 a considerable sum
of money was demanded from his widow, which it was stated
her husband owed. She knew very well that this pretended
debt had been paid, but she did not know where he had placed
the receipt. In her trouble she applied to Swedenborg. He informed her next morning, that he had spoken with her deceased
hushand, and that. he had declared to him where he had
placed the receipt, and that it would be found in the place
described. The deceased person appeared also to his widow,
in the same dressing gown which he wore before his death,
and having given her the same indications, departed. She
was so much frightened by this, that she wakened the lady
attending her who was sleeping in the same room, and related
this occurrence to her. The receipt was found in the place
Swedenhorg had named. This occurrence made a great deal
of noise at the court and in tmvn, and every one related it
in his own fashion.t
25. Second frxct: The Queen Dowager, widow of Adolphus
Frederic, and sister of the King of Prussia12 , having heanl a
* Cfr. Robsahm's 1\Iemoirs,

s

31.
Compare Robsahm's statement on this subject, § 33.
t Compare Robsahm's account of this occurrence, as he obtained it
from Swedenborg himself, § 45; compare also the account of the Countess
of Schwerin, sister of l\Iac1ame de JUarteville, and of the second husband
of l\Iallame de l\1arteville, in Section XI.

t
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report of the preceding story and of several others which were
related of Swedenborg, said to the Senator Count Hopken, that
she would like to speak with Swedenborg. The Count, as
bearer of the Queen's orders, met Sweclenborg, who 'vas going
to the palace for the purpose of speaking with Her :Majesty.
After conversing for some time on various subjects, the Queen
asked him whether he could ascertain the contents of a certain
letter which she had written to her brother, the late Prince
of Prussia; which she said no one in the world except her
brother could know. Swedenborg replied that he would tell
her in a few days. He kept his word: for having taken Her
l\Iajesty aside, he repeated to her word for word the contents of the letter. The Queen, who was not the least superstitious, and possessed great strength of mind, was filled
with the greatest astonishment. She related the fact, which
was much talked of in Stockholm and abroad, and which every
one dressed up to suit himself*.
26. The Queen having come to spend a few months in
Berlin after the death of her husband, some academicians,
to whom she did the honour of inviting them to her table, took
the liberty of asking her whether that report was true. She
avoided a reply, saying, "0h, with regard to the history of the
Countess de 1\farteville, that is certain;'' but she said nothing
respecting the matter that concerned herself. I was told this
by J\ti. l\1 * * *, one of these academicians, to whom this
princess afterwards sent some works of Swedenborg as a present,
and who most kindly lent them to me. I subsequently procured them for myself, and the satisfaction I experienced in
reading them again, induced me to translate some of them
into French. The present translation is one of the number-j-.

* In his work "Consid<>rations Gi~n{~rales," &c. p. 182, C. F. NordenskolJ.
gives some further particulars which he had collected from the gardener's
wife; he says, "The wife of Swedenborg's gardener related to us that on
the following days carriages stopped before the door of her master, from
which the first gentlemen of the kingdom alighted, who desired to know
the secret of which the Queen was so much frightened, but her master,
faithful to his promise, refused to tell it."
t Compare 53, which is appended to Robsahm's l\Iemoirs, where
Count Hopken states the Queen's reasons for not answering that question

s
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27. His Excellency Count Hopken 28, who is still living?
and is highly esteemed and honoured by the Swedish nation
for his profound knowledge, and for having, in the capacity
of prime-minister, conducted the affairs of the kingdom with
great prudence during a most stormy and critical period, asked
Swedenborg one day, why he had published in his writings*,
what so many regarded as mere visions and fictions, and
which led them to despise the admirable doctrines contained
in them. "I was commanded by the Lord to write and publish
them," replied Sweden borg; "do not suppose that, without
such a positive order, I should have thought of publishing
things which I well knew many would regard as falsehoods,
and which would bring ridicule upon myself. If I assure
them that I have received this command, ancl they are unwilling to believe me, the satisfaction will remain to me of
having obeyed the orders of my God, and I shall answer them
with Paul in the Corinthians: "'Ve are fools for Christ's sake,
but ye are wise in Christ," and, "I.f we are mad, we are.
mad from God."
28. The same Senator told His 1\fajesty King Gustavus12,
that if it ever happened that the Swedes should found a
colony, the doctrine which Swedenborg had published as the
doctrine of the New Church of Jesus Christ, ought to be
taught there; inasmuch as, according to his principles, the
at the time. To another academician, 1\I. D. Thiebault, she gave a minute
account of the whole occurrence, which was embodied by him in a work
entitled: "Souvenir de vingt ans de sejour a Berlin;" a translation of which
will be found in Section XI, where all the various accounts of this occurrence are examined and sifted.
* Pernety mistook the meaning of Count Hopken's statement; for the
latter did not ask Swedenborg why he haLl published his uwritings," but
the umemomble relations" contained in his writings. The whole passage
which is contained in a letter of Count Hopken to a friend (see Section X),
is as follows: "l asked him once why he wrote and published those visions
and memorable relations, which seemed to throw so much ridicule on his
doctrines, otherwise so rational; and whether it would not be best for him
to keep them to himself, and not publish them to the world? But he
answered, that 'he had orders from the Lord to publish them,' and that
'those who might ridicule him on that account would do him injustice;'
for, said he, 'why should I, who am a man in years, render myself ridiculous for phantasies and falsehoods.'"
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colonists would look upon the love of God and charity as
the only motives of their conduct, and would be active, industrious, and intrepid in dange.r, convinced that what is calletl
death, is but a passage from this into a happier life ; and
finally, as, accorJing to the internal or spiritual sense which
is hidden lmder the letter of the Sacred Qcripture, nothing
could be found there by which evil actions might be excused.
29. Although he had a large number of visitors of all
ranks, he never would receive any one, especially of the other
sex, alone, but always required one of his servants to be
1wesent, and the Swedish language to be used; "because/'
said he, "I wish to have witnesses of my conversation and
conduct, so as to prevent all cause of slander and calumny."*
30. The following fact, which I have heard immediately
from the wife of Swedenborg's gardener, is a proof of my assertion. Bishop Halenius 44, the successort of Swedenborg's
father, having paid him a visit, the conversation turned upon
the ordinary sermons, Swedenborg said to the Bishop: "You
spread falsities in yours." Upon this charge, the Bishop ordered
the servant to withdraw, but Swedenborg told her to stay.
rrhe conversation continued.
They each turned over the
leaves of a Hebrew and Greek Bible, to find suitable texts,
by which to defend their views. The conversation ended in
Swedenborg's reproving the Bishop for his avarice and injustice, and saying to him, "there is already prepared for
you a place in hell; but," added he, "I predict to you that
in a few months you will be attacked by a severe illness,
lluring which the Lord will seek to convert you. If you
will then open your heart to His holy influences, your conversion will be accomplished. \Vrite me then, and ask me for
my theological writings, and I will send them to you."
After a few months an officer of the province and bishopric
of Skara called upon Swedenborg. "How is Bishop Halenius ?"
he was asked. "He has been very ill", replied the officer,

* Compare Robsahm, § 36, who declares that he limited this precaution
to female visitors.
t This ought to read, "one of the successors;" for Bishop Swedberg
died in 1731, anu Halenius was not appointeu Bishop of Skara until 1753.
5*
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"hut he has now recovered, and is quite a different man.
He is kind, benevolent, full of righteousness, and returns
three-fold and sometimes four-fold what he had previously
acquired by unrighteous means. This Bishop was from that
time to the hour of his death one of the warmest friends
of the doctrines of the Lord's New Church, and he openly
declared that the theological writings of Swedenborg were the
most precious treasures of humanity.
31. Swedenborg was of a very gentle disposition ; but he
was straight-forward, and would not betray the truth from
respect to men, or for any other reason. :Mr. Robsahm, the
author of his biography, asked him, whether a certain clergyman, who was highly esteemed in the capital on account of his
flowery sermons, and who had died a little while before, had
gone to heaven. "No," said Swedenborg, "he went straightway
to the abyss; for that clergyman left his piety in the pulpit;
he was not pious, but hypocritical and proud, and was vain
of the gifts he had received from nature, and of those which
he sought and obtained from fortune. No, no, there is no
use in deceiving by false appearances. 'Vith him they disappeared after death; the mask was chopped; for there it
appears whether a man is interiorly evil or good*.
32. l\Ir. Robsahm asked him also how he began to have
his revelations. "I was in London," answered Swedenhorg,
"and cline<l late at my usual inn, where I had a private room
that I might be at liberty to reflect at pleasure upon spiritual
subjects. I felt very hungry, and ate with eagerness. Towards
the close of the meal I noticed a sort of dimness spreading
before my eyes, and saw the floor covered with snakes, toads,
caterpillars, and other hideous reptiles; and I became more
and more astonished, as the darkness increased. However,
it soon disappeared, (and with it the swarm of repulsive reptiles).
Then I saw clearly a man,(surrounded with vivid and shining
light)t, sitting in a corner of the room. I was alone; and

* Compare

Robsahm's account,• § 44.
The passages in parentheses ( ) are found neither in Robsahm's account,
nor in that which was communicated by Dr. Beyer22 to C. F. Nordenskjold20 in a letter dated Gottenburg l\Iarch 25, 1776, which is contained
in Section X.

t
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judge of my alarm, when I heard him pronounce distinctly
(but with a voice capable of inspiring telTor*): Eat not so
much. After these words my eyes again became darkened,
but gradually the darkness passed away, and I then found myself
alone in the room. Still somewhat frighte .eel at all I had
seen, I hastened back to my lodgings, without telling any one
what had happened. There I gave myself up to reflection,
but could not comprehend how this could have been the effect
of chance, or of any physical cause. The following night
the same man (refulgent with light*) presented himself again
before me, and said: I am Gocl the Lord, the Creator and
Redeemer; I have chosen thee to explain to men the interior
sense of the Sac1·ed Sc'ripture; I will dictatet to thee ~dwt
tlwtt slwlt ~vrite. [This time I was not at all alarmed, and
the light by which he was surrounded, although it was
exceedingly vivid and dazzling, did not make even the least
painful impression upon my eyes. He was clothed in imperial
purple, and the vision lasted a full quarter of an hourJt. The
same night the eyes of my interior man were opened, and perfectly fitted to see into heaven, the world of spirits, and hell;
and I found everywhere many persons of my acquaintance,
some of whom had died a long time, and others only a short
time, before. From that day I renounced all worldly occupations, in order to devote myself exclusively to spiritual things,
as I had been commanded. Afterwards it happened to me
frequently to have the eyes of my spirit opened, so as to see
foot note t on page 68.
Robsahm, instead of the Lord's dictating to Swedenborg what he
should write, said, that the Lord would explain it to him.
f The passage here placed in brackets does not occur in Robsahm's account, but it is quoted from Dr. Beyer's letter. The Doctor's own words in
that letter are as follows: "The information about the Lord's personal appearance before the Assessor who saw Him in royal purple and in majestic light sitting near his bed, while he gave Assessor Swedenborg his
commission, I had from his own lips at a dinner party in the house of
Doctor Ros{m,45 where I saw the old gentleman for the first time. I remember to have asked him, how long this lasted; whereupon he answered,
about a quarter of an hour; also whether the strong light did not afl'ect
his eyes; when he said, no."

* See

t

70

GENERAL BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

[Doc. 6.

as in the plain light of day what takes place in the other
world, and so as to converse with angels and spirits, even
as I converse with men*.
33. Swedenborg related the same circumstances to Doctors
Beyer22 and Rosen 45 , while dining at the house of the latter in
Gottenburg. Some may perhaps object that the man clothed
in purple was an angel of darkness transformed into an angel
of light, so as to seduce and deceive Swedenborg; but the
Lord has taught us to know false prophets and hypocrites
by their fruits. He said to the Pharisees: "If any man will
do my father's will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God, or not." Did they not say to the Lord that he
was a deceiver and a blasphemer ; that He was inspired by the
devil; that He did His miracles in the name and by the power
of Beelzebub? It is the duty of good Christians to judge Swedenborg by his conduct and writings. Let them study his writings
without prejudice, and they will soon see, that the angel of
darkness must either have been instructed by God to teach
the truth, or that he could not have been the author of the
revelations which Swedenborg makes.
34. 1\Ir. Robsahm having asked the wife of Swedenborg's
gardener, if she had ever noticed any change in her master's
countenance after he had conversed with spirits, she answered
"One afternoon on entering his room his eyes had the
appearance of the brightest fire; I stepped back, crying out:
'In God's name, sir, what has happened to you, for you have
a most singular appearance?' 'How do I look,' he inquired.
I told him what I had noticed; when he added: ''Vell! well!
(this was his favourite expression) do not be frightened, (the
Lord has so disposed my eyes, that through them spirits may
see into our world')t. In a short time this appearance will
have passed away. This also happened as he said. I can
see when he has spoken with heavenly spirits; for his face
has then an expression of gentleness, cheerfulness. and con-

* Cfr. Robsahm's Memoirs § 15, and also Note 25.
t This passage does not occur in Robsahm. The words

which he uses
are these: "The Lord has opened my bodily eyes, and. I have been in the
spirit."
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tentment, which is charming ; but after he has conversed
with evil spirits, he looks sad."*
35. Swedenborg did not study comfort in his journeys; he
travelled without a servant, in an open carriage from Stockholm to Gottenlmrg, and thence by sea. Robsahm says, ''I
know two sea-captains who have conveyed him to England,
and hack. The name of one is Harrison, and of the other,
Brovell. The former told me that Swedenborg lay in bed
<luring almost the whole of the voyage; soliloquized much,
anu always answered very prudently. 'When he is in my
ship,' Harrison added, 'l always have the most favourable
wind.' 'l should like to have him on board always, and would
gladly carry him as a passenger without any charge.' Brovell
said the same; and he had taken him from London to Stockholm in a very few days. 'Vhen I spoke to Swedenborg
about it, he said, 'I am always very fortunate in my passages
by sea.' "t
36. "I met him in his travelling-carriage, when he left
for London the last time but one, and I asked him, how he
who would soon be eighty years old, could venture to undertake
so long a journey; and I added, 'Do you think I shall see
you back here again?' 'Do not trouble yourself about that,'
he said, 'if you live we shall certainly see one another again;
for I have another journey to undertake like this.' He returned
indeed. 'Vhen he left Sweden for the last time, he came to
see me the day before his departure. I asked him, whether we
should meet again. He answered with a tender and touching
look: 'I do not know whether I shall return; but this I know,
that I shall not die before I have finished the printing of my
work entitled: Vera Religio Christiana (True Christian
Religion); which is the object of my present journey. But
if we do not meet again in this world, we shall meet again
with the Lord, our good Father, provided we keep his

* This last passage does not occur in Robsahm at all; yet it is possible
that :\lr. C. F. Nordenskjold had heard this himself from the gardener's
wife. Compare Robsahm's account § 26.
t Cfr. Robsahm's account §§ 29, 30.
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commandments. He then took leave cheerfully with the bodily
vigour of a man of thirty*.
37. Some time before his last journey, he addressed a
petition to His 1\fajesty King Adolphus Frederic11, in which
he asked him to have letters of instruction addressed to the
Consistories of the kingdom, ordering them to examine his
writings, and give their opinion with regard to their contents;
but the Consistories did not make any report. When the
King met Swedenborg, he said to him: "The Consistories have
kept silence on the subject of my letters and of your writings;"
and laying his hand upon his shoulder he added: "\V"'"e may
conclude then that they have not found anything reprehensible
in them, and that you have written in conformity with the
truth."

* Cfr.

Robsahm's :Memoirs §§ 20, 21.

SECTION II.
SWEDENBORG'S ANCESTRY
AND THE

GENEALOGY OF THE SWEDENBORG
FAMILY.

DOCUMENT 7.

EXTRACT FROl\I A REPORT,*
JTADE BY THE LATE COUNCILJf.AN AND SENIOR JACOB INGLESSON TO THE COURT
01' llfiNES AT "STORA. KOPPA.RBERGET,"f 11TAY 17, 1716, RESPECTING SOME OLD
FAMILIES AND HOUSES AROUND "KOPPARBEIWET."

The following have been school-masters at "l(opparberget :"
1. :Magister Petrus Bullernesiust; he was the first schoolmaster here at "Kopparberget," awl afterwards became
pastor of the church at Swardsio; he was the maternal grandfather of Bishop Swedberg.
A rich and opulent miner of the name of Marten Larsson
in Gruf Ryset; he was a sort of authority here in the mines,
before there was any regular master of mines. He was many
times in Stockholm, on account of some mining laws, with
the late King Gustavus. He had only two daughters; the
elder was married to a miner in Gruf Ryset of the name
of Pader Erichson; after his death she married a man from
Gefle of the name of Lars Behm, § who at one period of his
life was a member of the Court of Mines. The second
daughter was married to J ohan Barckman, a councilman in

* This and the following Document are contained in Vol. XIV of the
llcrgius ~G Collection of Letters, which is preserved in the Library of the
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm. Document 7 was copied by Bergius
from a certified copy of the original.
t "Stora Kopparhcrget" (the great copper-mountain) is the name of
the copper mining district around Fahlun in Dalecarlia.
t Additional information respecting 1\Iagister Bullernesius will be found
at the beginning of Document 10.
§ Lars Behm was the brother of Swedenborg's maternal grandfather; see Document 8, p. 81.
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Pahlun, when it first became a town; he lived near the new
church, where the well now is. This Marten Larsson died
in 1648, and the bells were tolled for him three days.
An opulent miner lived in Sundborn parish, whose name
was Otto of Sundborn; his son's name was Nils Ottesson of
Helsingborn ; he also had a son named Isaac Nilsson in
Framsbacka, and his son was Daniel Isaachson,* in Sweden,
who was the father of Bishop J esper Swedberg,t Daniel Swedberg, mine-master, Assessor Peter Schonstrom,* the late J ohan
Swedberg, and book-keeper Isaac Swedberg.
That the preceding extract of Jacob Ingelsson's Report is
an exact copy of the original, is certified by
PETER SwEDBERG

[of] J OH.

* Additional information respecting Daniel Isaachson, Swedenborg's
paternal grand-father, will be found at the beginning of Document 10.
t An extended account of Bishop J esper Bwedberg, the father of
Emanuel Swedenborg, is contained in Document 10.
t Further particulars concerning Assessor Peter Schonstrom and his
family are given in Document 9, A.

DOCUjJENT 8.

LETTER FROl\I PETER SCHONSTROM'7 TO
El\IANUEL SvVEDENBORG. *
~Iy

honoured friend and brother,
I thank you for your kind letter, and also for
the genealogical register of our ancestors. You may obtain
one still more perfect, if you go into the Privy Archives
(Cammar-archivo), and find out the homestead upon which our
ancestors lived; for in the old registers of the transfer of landed
property the proprietors are always mentioned. It would be
an advantage to our family if you could establish from the
old register, that their homestead was exempt from taxes ; for
at that time owners of untaxed property were considered
as noblemen, and at that time not every one, as is the case
now, but only certain families or houses, could become the
owners of such property. For this reason Engelbrecht Engelbrechtson is called a nobleman in our histories, viz. because
he was an owner of untaxed property; and in 1.\'Iessenius also
l\I:1ns Nilson of Asboda, and Anders Person in Rankhyttan,
·who were beheaded by order of King Gustavus I, are called
]{obiles jJontani, i. e. mountain nobles. The Silfwerstromst are
said to have had the same origin with us on the fathers' side.

* This Document is contained in Vol. XIV of the Bergius46 Collection
of letters in the Library of the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, on
page 271, &c.
t This seems to be a. mistake. According to Anrep,4B Vol. III, p. 759,
the Silfverstroms trace their origin to a certain Ludvig or Lydert Otto,
who had emigrated from Germany, and who in 1643 was a councillor in
Fahlun. As Daniel Isaakson, SwedenLorg's patemal ~::,rramlfather, married
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The father-in-law of Secretary N orn had a genealogical register
of his family, in which our name occurred. It would be well
if you could get a copy of that document. \Vhen I was
young I heard that the Swinhufwuds, with a white boar's
head as their crest, had the same origin as our family. Of
it I know there is no survivor but Colonel Swijnhufwud of
the J emtlanders. His father had been the colonel of that
regiment. The Swinhufwuds with a black boar's-head, are a
different family altogether, and came from Bohemia. Bishop
Otto in W esteras, who died in the year 1520, had several
brothers, and I believe our. family descends from one of them.
The Swinhufwuds, with the white boar's-head, also descend
from one of these brothers. I think that with proper diligence we would find ourselves in the same family with Engelbrecht,* since he also was from Sundborn.
With regard to our mother's family I cannot name any
one before Isac Behm, who was employed by Charles IX t
as aclmjral, and in other capacities; for this reason he was
mentioned in King Charles' "slaughter-bench" (sliiktare biink).
l\Iessenius mentions him twice in his Scandia illustrata, but
describes him as having been very cruel. Tllis historian relates
that after the battle of Stangbro,t when he commanded by
sea, he ill-treated some Jesuits, whom he had made prisoners;
about 1640, this Ludvig Otto could not have been the Otto near Sumlborn, who, according to Document 7, was the great-grandfather of Daniel
lsaakson, and who must have been born between 1530 and 1550. And ii,
according to Peter Schonstri:im, that Otto was a brother of Bishop Otto
of W estedl.s, who died in 1520, he must have been born before the year
1500.
* Engelbrecht was a noble mountaineer, under whose leadership the
greater part of Sweden was delivered from the Danish yoke, in 1434.
In 1436 he was assassinated, after having secured the independence of his
country.
t Charles IX, the youngest son of Gustavus W asa, after deposing his
nephew Sigismund, ascended the throne of Sweden in 1600. He punished
severely the Catholic adherents of Sigismund, and executed many of the
nobles at Linki:iping. He has the reputation of having been the ablest of
the sons of Gustavus "\Vasa. He was the father of Gustavus Adolphus.
t This battle took place near Linkoping in 1598; in which king Sigismund was defeated by his uncle Charles IX.
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and afterwards, he says, he was the commander opposcu
to the fleet which Flemming sent from Finland, in which
was the young de \Vijk, the handsomest man in Sweden,
whom Isac Behm ordered to be put to death in a very cruel
manner. This Isac Behm married a 'Vernstedt, whose father
was a colonel, who had marri'eu Lucretia, the natural
daughter of duke .1\iagnus.* From her and Colonel von
\Vernstedt descended, by one of their daughters,* the
Ribbings of 'Valstad. She and her husband, with many of the
Hibbings, have their vault in Upsal, a vault older even
than that of the Counts Dona. Blixencrona t was married to
one of these Ribbings, and lies buried in the same vault.
His daughter, who is still living, was married to Secretary
Palmschold ; this Palmschold is also related to us on our
mother's side, not through the Behrns, but through Marten
Hanson, whom the people in Helsingland called the father
of the land. The wife or mother-in-law of this .1\H'trten Hanson
was a Ralamb. Our late maternal grandmother also was
third cousin to the old Councillor of State Clas. Ralamb.
J ohan Eschilson, our grandmother's father, who 1 in the Russian
war, at the time of Count Jacob de la Gardie, was lieutenant
in the cavalry, in Evert Horn's regiment (the same who was
field-marshal, and fell before Pleschow in 1617), was married
to the daughter of 1\Iarten Hanson. Subsequently he was
burgomaster and factor in Soderhamn. His second wife was
an admiral's widow, whose name I have forgotten. He lies
lmried in Storala church, and has his coat-of-arms upon
his tomb. The genealogical register of :Marten Hanson, which

* Peter Schonstrom, the writer of this letter, confounds here two
\Vernstedts. The elder V{ ernstedt, Christoffer von \V arenstedt, married
L~cretia, daughter of Duke l\Iagnus, one of the sons of Gustavus W asa.
The younger \V ernstcdt, J ohan von \Varenstedt, the son of Christoffer,
who was a colonel, had a daughter Lucretia, who was married to her
step-brother Seved Ribbing-see "Anrep's Attartaflor"49 Vol. IV, p. 589.
1\loreover, the younger \Varenstedt was a colonel, while his father was
governor of the northern part of Sweden.
t Gustav Blixencrona, who died in 1701, was married to l\letta, daughter
of Seved Ribbing. ,Their daughter Catharina 1\lagdaJena, who died in 1745,
was married to Secretary· Elias Palmskold, who died iu 1719-sce "Anrcp" 48
Vol. I, p. 223.
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was traced by Secretary Palmschold fi:om Fale Bure, the
avenger of Saint Ericus' death, you can probably get from
Chamberlain von W alcker; for he, with the Cronstedts, also
descends from 1\tiarten Hanson.*
But to return to the Behrns. Isac Behm lies buried in
Rorstel church in Roslagen 1 where he was possessed of an
estate in fee; upon his tomb there is almost the same coatof-arms which is upon the tomb of our maternal grand-father
in Salberget. He had two sons. The name of the eldest I
do not remember: he had a son in that war who was captain
of horse in the East-Gothland regiment. This was the same
who in the time of Charles XI looked after so much hidden
treasure (rosen). The name of the other was l\Iichael Behm;
he was an officer at the court of Queen Christina, the mother
of Gustavus Adolphus, who had Gefle for her jointure. His

* According to Anrep4S the relation between the Behm family, and the
Palmskold, Cronstedt, and von \V alcker families, was not through l\H.rten
Hanson, but through his wife Ingrid Pedersdotter. In Vol. I, p. 422,
this author makes the following statement respecting Peder Hansson, the
ancestor of the family "Cederskold ;'' "Feder Hansson," citizen and member
of the council in G-efle, died in 1612. He was married to Ingrid Pedersdotter
(born 1574), daughter of Peder Pedersson from Helsingland, citizen and
merchant in Gefle. Ingrid Pedersdotter was afterwards married to l\larten
Hansson ltodbeck, councillor in the same town."
By her maiTiage with Peder Hansson, Ingrid Pedersdotter had two
sons: 1. Elias Pedersson Gavelius, burgomaster of Gefle: one of whose
sons-in-law was Sigfrid \Volker, the father of Chamberlain von W alcker,
and another was Eric Larsson Palmskold, the father of Secretary Palmskold; his son Petrus Elias Gavelius was ennobled, and assumed the name
"Cederskold ;" 2. Dr. Peder Pedersson Gavelius, who was the ancestor of
the noble family of "Cronstedt."
By her marriage with l\Iarten Hansson Rodbeck, Ingrid Pedersdotter
had one daughter, Anna l\Iartensdotter Ri:idback, who was married to the
burgomaster J ohan Eskilsson in Soderhamn; their daughter Ca tharina
J ohansdotter was married to Assessor Albrecht Behm, the maternal grandfather of Emanuel Swedenborg and of Peter Schonstrom (see "Anrel:>"4B
Vol. I, p. 134, and also our Document 9, B); ·while another daughter
Ingrid J ohansdotter was married to Abraham 2.\Iomma, ennobled under the
name of Reenstierna, a patriotic merchant and banker in Stockholm, who
instituted many manufactures and iron-works in Sweden, and advanced
money to the government. Their daughter Anna l\Iaria Reenstierna was
the second ·wife of Peter Schonstrum, brother of Bishop Swedbe1·g, see
"Anrep," Vol. ill, p. 318.
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son's name was Jonas Behm; who was burgomaster in Gefle,
and was married to a Schroder*; from the same Schriiders
descended also Superintendent Schroder, and the wife ot Dean
Giidda. 1.'bis Jonas Belnu had twelve sons and a daughter.
:From the daughter are the Tehls, and the wives of Palmrot,
Dim·Lerg, and \V allin. One of these twelve sons was our maternal
grandfather, and another Daniel Behm, who was Councillor
of Court, and left two sons, Daniel Behm, Lieutenant-colonel
of the Sodermanlanders for war, and Axel Belnn, Assessor in
the Court of Appeals in Jonkoping. One of the descendants
of this Daniel Belnn was the wife of Lieutenant-colonel
Ealkenhjelrn, of the artillery. One of these twelve Behms was
admiral or schoutbyvacht (?); another was factor iu Soderhamn, and was father of Fru Brita Behm t (who is married
to the Councillor of Commerce Alderstedt), and grandfather of
Captain Ridderhaf; he was likewise father of a certain Captain
Behm now living. These Behms, who are the posterity of
:Factor Hehm, are on their mother's side related to the Countess
Piper. One of the twelve was Lars Behm in Grufriset, about
whom you wrote to me. l\ly paper does not allow me to
write more, neither have I any more to write except that
by acting upon my proposal you may find out much, and
gratify me by so doing.
I remain
your most obedient servant

P.

ScnoNSTRC)l\rY

* Anrep's Attartaflor,4'3 Vol. I, p. 134, states that Jonas Behm was not
married to a Schruuer, but to a Kruger, see Document 9, B.
t This is not the Brita Behm, with whom Sweuenborg hatl several
la\vsuits; she was his maternal aunt and the daughter of Assessor Albrecht Behm; while the former Brita was the daughter of burgomaster
Hans Bellin; (see Amev's Attartaflor,4'3 Vol. I, l'· 31, AJ.lerstcdt, TaLle I).

DOCUJIIENT 9.

GENEALOGICAL REGISTER OF THE SvVEDENBORG FAMILY, FROJ\1: ANREP'S
"ATTARTAFLOR."48

A.
SWEDBERG AND SCHONSTROl\I FAMILIES.*
[Otto of Sundborg, an opulent miner. His son Nils Ottesson
of Helsingborn; he had a son Isaac Nilson of Fdimsbackat
and his son was Daniel Isaachson of Sweden.] t
Table L

Daniel Isaacs son; Bergsman, i. e. miner, in Fahlun.
Married about 1640, Anna Bullernresia, daughter of the pastor
in Svardsjo, Magister Petrus Bullernresius. Their sons called
themselves Swedberg after their homestead Sweden, near
Fahlun.
SoNs:
Peter Swedberg, after being ennobled, Schonstrom, born
1644, died in 1692. See Table 3.
Dr. Jesper Swedberg, born 1653; Bishop of Skara; died in
1735. See Table 2.
[Daniel Swedberg, master of mines (bergmtister).
J ohan Swedberg~ father of the Peter Swedberg who communicated to Emanuel Swedenhorg our Document 7.
Isaac Swedberg accountant.] f

* From

t

*

Anrep's "Attartaflor,"4'3 Vol. III, pp. 699 and 700.
The portion in brackets has been supplied from Document 7.
This portion has also been supplied from Document 7.
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Tuule IL
Dr..Jesper Swedberg (son of Daniel Isaacson. Table 1),
born August 28, 1653, in Sweden; was ordained into the ministry and appointed chaplain of the horse-guards in 1682;
became master of philosophy in the same year; chaplain of
the court in 1688; dean and pastor of 'Ving{tker in SUdermanland in 1690; professor in the university of U psal in 1692;
dean of the cathedral in Upsal, 1694; superintendent of the
Swedish churches in America, London, and Portugal, 1696;
Bishop of Skara, 1702; doctor of theology, 1705; died .July 7,
1735, at Brunsbo, his bishop~s seat near Skara. His children
were ennobled on ~lay 23, 1719, under the name Swedenborg (his sons were introducecl in 1720 under the number
1598). He waR married 1. on Dec. 12, 1683, to his brother's
sister-in-law, ~arah Behm, who was horn Jan. 4, 1666, and
died June 17, 1696; daughter of Albrecht Belnn, assessor in
the College of l\fines, (owner of the iron-works at Tallfors),
and of Catharina J ohans<lotter; she was also sister of Captainlieutenant Albrecht Behm, who was ennobled uwler the name
De Behm, No. 1256: 2. on Nov. 30, 1697, to Sara Bergia,*
widow of Justice (lliiraclsMjj(lin,r;) Norling: 3. on Dec. 25,
1 720, to Christina Arrhusia, t daughter of J ohan Arrhusius,
Dean of Fahlun.
CHILDREN:

1. [Albrecht, who <lied in childhood.Jt

2. Anna Swedberg, when ennobled, Sweclenborg, born 1686,
died 1766. (See Document 9, C. Table 1).

* Accorlling to the Swecl. Biog. Lex. Vol. XVI, p. 285, Bishop Swedherg was the third hushantl of Sarah Bergia. Her first huslJaml was
Michel Rising, a merchant in Koping; her second husLand J. Nordlind,
justice of the peace.
t Christina Arrhusia was Lorn Dec. 6, H:i()l; she was the daughter
of Dean J ohanncs ArrL.usius in ..l!'ahlun and Sara. Rising. In 1<)99 she was
manied to .Anton Swah, clerk in the copper-office in J;'ahlnu, whose second
wife she was. Anton SwaL died in 1i 1~. His first wife had been Helena
Bergia, a sister of Bishop Swedberg's second wife, Sarah Bergia. See Anrep,
Vol. IV, p. 288.
; Nos. 1, 5, anJ. 6, of Bishop Swedberg's chiiJ.ren aro supplied from the
Swed. lliogr. Lex., Vol. XVI, p. 285.
6*
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3. Emanuel Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, born
1688; Assessor; died 1772. (See Document 9, C. Table 2).
4. Hedwig Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, born 1690,
died 1728. (See Document 9, C. Table 3).
5. [Daniel, died in childhood.]
6. [Eliezer, died in his 25th year*, was married to Elisabeth Brink, who after his death in 1717 married the Councillor of 1\Iines, Anders Swab.] t
7. Catharina Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, born
1693, died 1770. (See Document 9, C. Table 4).
8. Jesper Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, born 1694;
lieutenant. (See Document 9, C. Table 5).
9. 1\Iargaretha Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, born
1695. (See Document 9, C. Table 15).

Table IIL
Peter Swedberg, when ennobled, Schonstrom, (son of Daniel
Isaacson, Table 1), born 1644; attendant on the Swedish ambassadors, Fleming and Coijet, in London and Breda; clerk in the
College of 1\Iines, 1670; treasurer in the same, 1671; master of
mines in Eastern and Western Dalecarlia, 16 75 ; was enno bled
on Nov. 1, 1683, and introduced in 1686 under No. 1056.
Assessor in the above-named college, 1691; died 1\fay 22,
1692, and was bm·iecl in Heel's church in vVestmanland. He
was married: 1. in 1680 to Anna Margaretha Behm, who
was born in 1660 and died in 1688; she was daughter of
Albrecht Behm, assessor in the College of 1\Iines (owner of the
iron-works at Tallfors) and Catharina Johansdotter, who was the
sister of Captain-lieutenant Albrecht Behm, when ennobled, De
Behm, No. 1256: 2. on 1\fay 14, 1689, to a cousin of his first
wife, Anna :Maria Reenstierna, this being her first marriage;
daughter of the manufacturer Abraham l\.fomma, when ennobled
Reenstierna, No. 818, and Ingrid J ohansclotter;t in 1694 she was

* This statement is maue by Bishop Swedberg in his AutobiogTaphy,
see Document 11.
t See Amep's "Attartaflor," Vol. IV, p. 288, Table 2.
Ingrid Johansdotter was a daughter of burgomaster J ohan Eskilsson
in Soderhamn and his first wife, Anna J\Iartensdotter Roubeck, see Anrep,
VoL Ill, p. 318. She was the sister of Catharina J ohansdotter, whQ was
married to Assessor Albrecht Behm.

*
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married a second time to Colonel Nils Djurklo, when ennobled,
Djurklow, No. 968; died 1714.
CHILDREN OF HIS FIRST WIFE:

1. Peter, 47 born 1682; lieutenant-colonel; died 1746.
2. Anna Catharina, born 1683. :Married, Juue 11, 1697,
to the Royal physician (archiater) Olof Rudbeck, 49 the younger,
when ennobled, Rudbeck, No. 1G37, lord of the manor in Bnmna,
Kydingeholm, and Bro-Lofsta, who was born in 1660. She
was his second wife, and died in 17 40.
3. Albrecht, born October 10, 1684; lieutenant-colonel of
the horse-guards; he died in 17 40, and was buried in the
family vault in Heel's Church. 'Vas married on Nov. 22,
1715 to the Baroness Ulrica Adlersten, born in 16fJ4, and
daughter of the provincial goYernor, Baron Gi)ran Adlersten.
One of their daughters, Elisabeth :Maria, horn in 1725, was
married in 1748 to the Bishop of 'Vestedl,s, Dr. Lars Benzelstierna; 10 and died in 1800.
4. J\Iagdalena, born in 1680; married the Quartermaster General, Lars Spole, when ennobled, Rosen borg; she died in 1760.
CHILDREN OF HIS SECOND WIFE:

5. J\Iargaretha Elisabeth, born 1690, diecl1751; was married
to CoL Henrie Julius Voltcmat, when ennobled, Voltemat, who
was born 1689, and died 1764.
6. Sara Helena, born 1691, died 1779, at Karmansbo ironworks in 'Vestmanland; was married to :Major J ulmn Loth,
when ennobled, Loth-Ornskold, born 1690, died in 1728.

7. Abraham Daniel, born 1692; cha~berlain; died in I 759,
without issue. He was married in 17 50 to lied wig Sophia
Arosell, when ennobled, Adlerheim, daughter of Superior Judge
( Lagman) Carl Arosell and Sophia Christina Hjiirne; born 1713,
died in 1780.*

* The last male descendant of the Schonstrom family, Captain Pehr
Albrecht Georg, ilied in 1848.
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B.
BEHl\I F Al\IIL Y. *
[Admiral Isaac Behm, manied to a daughter of Christopher
von W arenstedt and Lucretia Magnusclotter, a natural daughter
of Duke 1\Iagnus, son of Gustavus W asa.
SoN:

:Michael Behm, an officer of Queen Christina, mother of
King Gustavus Adolphus, who had Gefle for her jointure.] t

Table L
Jonas :Michaelson Behm; burgomaster in Gefle about the
year 1611. In 1610, he married Anna Kroger, daughter of
Daniel !{roger and Anna l\Iargaretha Pehrsclotter ot Gefle.
[They had twelve sons and one daughter. From the daughter
are the Tehls, and the wives of Palmrot, Dim·berg, and
Wallin.] t
SoNs:

Daniel Behm, when ennobled, Behmer, owner of YtterlJynas
and Tuppenhorn, born in Gefle 1611, died in 1669. He was
tutor to one of the sons of Chancellor Axel Oxenstierna, to
which circumstance he owed his rapid promotion. In 1649, he
became assessor of the Court of Appeals; in 1650, he was
ennobled; and in 1664, he was made councillor of the Court.
He was married in 1643 to Brita Schytte, daughter of Henning
Schytte, a merchant in Nykoping, and sister of Joachim
Schyttehielm, the councillor of finance (kam.,mer-rad), and
also of Bishop Henning Schytte; and in 1669, to Magdalena
Lindegren, daughter of Assessor Nils Lindegren, and Anna
Sjoblacl. They had four sons and seven daughters, but the
last male descendant of this family, Daniel Behmer, Knight,
died in 1710.
Albrecht Behm; Assessor, died in 1679. (See Table 2.)
[Hans Behm, burgomaster, who was married to Catharina
Hansson. See "Anrep," Vol. I. p. 31.

* See

t

Anrep's "Attartattor," Yol. I, pp. 134, 135, and 535.
The bracketed portions are supplieJ. from Document 8.
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Lars Behm, a member of the Court of 1\Iines in Fahlun,
was married to the eldest daughter of 1\Htrten Larsson in
Gruf Rijset. See Document 7.]

Table II.
Albrecht Behm (son of Jonas 1\lichaelsson Behm, Table 1),
owner of Tallfors iron-works; master of mines in 'VesterBergslagen; assessor in the College of 1\iines, 1675; died in
Stockholm, in 1679. 1\Iarried Catharina J ohansdotter, who, in
consequence of a long and severe illness, became diseased in
her mind, and committed suicide in 1672; she, nevertheless,
received an honourable burial, and lies interred in Sala church.
She was the daughter of J ohan Eskilsson, burgomaster in
Soderhamn, and Anna 1\Htrtensdotter Rodback.
CHILDHEN:

Albrecht Belun, when ennobled, De Behm; lieutenant in the
Surbeck regiment in France; he was ennobled Jan. 24, 1693, on
l1is return to Sweden, aml introduced, the same year, under
:X o. 1256; in 1695 he was made captain-lieutenant in the
Helsinge regiment; he died unmarried, and in him his noble
family ended. 'Yhile in the service of France he was in
several battles, and proved a bold and conscientious officer; he
quitted the Swedish service on account of the state of his
health and his melancholy. (See "Anrep" Vol. I, p. 535).
[Anna 1\Iargaretha Belnn, born in 1660; the first wife of
Assessor Peter Schonstrom. (See Document 9, A, Table 3).
She died in 1688.
Sarah Behm, who was horn April 1, 1666, and died June
17, 1696. She was married to Bishop J esper Swedberg, and
was the mother of Emanuel Sweden borg. (See Document 9, A,
'rable 2).
Brita Albrechtsdotter Behm,50 who was married to Prof.
Johan Schwede in Upsal. Her daughter Eva Schwede was
married in 1714 to Prof. J ohau Upmark, when ennobled, Rosenadler,51 who became afterwarJs the censor of the press, and
in 1722 Councillor of Chancery. Eva Schwede died in childbirth, 1717. (See "Aurep" Vol. III, p. 457).
Catharina, who died in 1686, second wife of 1\Iagister
Laurentius Petri Aroselius, Dean of Sa.la. Their son Peter
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Arosell was ennobled under the name of Acllerheim. (See
"Anrep," Vol. IV, p. 188).
A .fifth daughter Erlena (?) was married to 1\fajor Erland
Erling; they had a daughter :Maja.] The names of Fru Erlena
Erling and of l\Iaja Erling occur in the "Acts" preserved in
the Hofratten (Court of Appeals) of a law-suit which was
pending in 1722, between the heirs of Albrecht De Behm,
and Brita Behm.*

c.
SWEDENBORG FAl\IILY.t

Table L
Anna Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg (daughter of
Bishop Swedberg, see Document 9, A. Table 2), born Sept. 19,
1686, died 1\tiay 20, 17 66, in Link oping. \Vas married June 16,
1703, to the celebrated archbishop, Dr. Eric Benzelius 6 the
younger, who was born in 1675, and died in 1743. Their chilch·en, with those of all the other Benzelii, were ennobled under
the name Benzelstjerna.
CHILDREN:t

1. Brie Benzelius, when ennobled, Benzelstjerna, owner of

Boksholm in Dref's parish and Kronobergs Ian, was born April29,
1705, in Upsal; he entered the College of 1\lines in 1726; became inspector in "Stora Kopparberget," 1731; member of the
1\Iining Court, 1738; master of mines in Schon en, Halland, and
Blekinge, etc., 17 42; assessor in the College of l\Iines, 1760;
retired as councillor of mines in 17 63; and died 17 67, at
Boksholm. He was married in 1732 to Christina Ehrenholm,
who was born in 1705, and died in 1770. One of his three
sons was called Hans Emanuel.
2. l\fargaretha Benzelia, when ennobled, Benzelstjerna, born
l\Iarch 17, 1708, died Dec. 27, 1772, in Copenhagen. She was
married in 1726 to Prof. Andreas Norrelius in Upsal, but was
divorced from him.§

* T~e portion in brackets is supplied partly from other parts of Anrep's "Attartaflor," partly from the "Acts" mentioned above.
t See Anrep's "Attartaflor," Vol. IV, 292-294, "Swedenborg," Table 1.
See "Anrep" Vol. I, p. 149. "Benzelstjerna," Table 2.
§ See "Biographiskt Lexicon,'' Vol. X, p. 118. "~orrelius."

*
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3. Dr. Carl Jesper Benzelius, was born Jan. 16, 1714, in
Upsal; received holy orders, 1737; was appointed curate of
the Swedish Church in Loudon, 1738; royal court-clmplain,
1741; doctor of theology in Helmstiidt, 1748; professor of
theology in Lund, 1750; Bishop of Strengnas, 1776; received
the order of the north-star, 1786; and died in Strcngnas,
1793. In 1748, he was appointed teacher of the Swedish
language to Princess Louisa Ulrica [who subsequently became
Queen of Sweden]. In 1751, he was ennobled together with
his brothers and sisters, but he retained his former name on
account of his being in holy orders. He had one son and
four daughters; one of the daughters was married in 1783 to
Jonas Ceclersteclt, the councillor of mines.
4. Albrecht Benzelius, when ennobled, Benzelstjerna, born
Feb. 11, 1715. He was manufacturer of all sorts of woollen
goods, with the title of director, and died in 1763 at Dingelvik
a Dahl. He 'vas married in 1743 to Johanna, daughter of
Timan, the administrator of crown-lands, in Linkoping. One
of their sons, Lars Benzels~ierna, who was an ensign in the
Swedish navy, went to Copenhagen in 1789, for the purpose
of setting fire to the Russian fieet; his plot was discovered,
and he was condemned by the Danish government to pass
the remainder of his life in a fortress in N onvay. He was,
however, subsequently released.
5. Adolph Benzelius, when ennobled, Benzelstjerna, horn
July 19, 1718; entered the service of engineers in Sweden;
ensign in the Hessian army; lieutenant in the French army;
lieutenant in the English army in 1755; engineer of fortifications
in America, 1761; superintendent of forests in the district of
Crown-Point; died at Crown-Point in 1775. He was married to
Rebecca Tranberg, daughter of the Swedish pastor, in Hacoon,
New Jersey, and Elisabeth Anders dotter Rudman. His daughter
Anna Ulrica was married to Thomas Sparham, 1\I. D. of Kingston, in the province of Que bee.
6. Ulrica Benzelia, when ennobled, Benzels~jerna, horn :\fay l 4,
1725, died l\Iay 5, 1766. She was married in 1740 to the
Bishop of Linkoping, Dr. Petrus Filenius, 9 who died in 1780.
She was his first wife.
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Table IL
Emanuel Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg (son of
J esper Swedberg, See Document 9, A. Table 2), born Jan. 29,
1688; Assessor in the College of 1\tiines; retired in 1747. Died
unmarried, March 29, 1772, in London, at Great-Bath Street,
Colclbath Fields, and was buried in the Swedish Church in
the same city. He is the Emanuel Swedenborg who became
world-renowned on account of his visions and his religious
doctrines.

Table IIL
Hedwig Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg (daughter of
J esper Swedberg, see Document 9, A. Table 2), born Nov. 30,
1690, died Dec. 19, 1728; was married, July 18, 1714, to her
sister's brother-in-law, Lars Benzelius, when ennobled, Benzelstierna,8 who was born in 1680, and died in 1755. His second
wife, whom he married in 1732, was Catharina Insenstjerna,
daughter of Commissary Henrie Insen, when ennobled, lnsenstjerna; hut all his children are by his first marriage.
CHILDREN:*

1. Eric, horn June 18, 1715; auscultant in the College of
J\Iines; 1735; notary, 1744; diedl\Iarch 15, 1745, at the Lindfors ironworks in W ermlancl, and was buried in Spanga
Church.
2. J esper Albrecht, born J\Iay 13, 1716; volunteer of engineers,
1736; adjutant in the same corps, 1741; lieutenant; was drowned
chuing the Finnish war, 1\tiarch 30, 17 43.
3. Lars/ 0 born at Starbo in Dalecarlia, April 4, 1719;
student in Upsal, 1728, in Lund 1735; master of arts, 17 38;
theological tutor, and received holy orders, 1741; professor of
Greek in U psal, 17 46 ; professor of theology, and pastor of
the Danmark Church, 1747; doctor of theology, 1752; Bishop
of \Vesteras, 1759, and also bishop of the order of seraphims;
member of the order of the north-star, 1784, etc.; died Feb.
18, 1800, in \Vesteras. \Vas married to Elisabeth Maria
Schonstrom (see Document 9, A. Table 3) born Oct. 24,

* See

"Amep" Vol. I, p. 151.

"Benzelstjerna," TaLles 14, 15.
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1725, died April 8, 1801, in Westeras. Their daughter
Catharina Eleonora, born in 1751, was married to Bishop
Baron Carl Eduard Taube of Odenkat, pastor primarius m
Stockholm, who died in 1785.
4. Hedwig, born in 1721, died the same year.
5. Carl, born Oct. 18, 1723; auscultant in the College of
Commerce, 17 41 ; vice-actuary in the same college, 1 744;
auscultant in the College of l\lines, 17 45; member of the Court
of l\lines in :B\1hlnn, 1748, aml in Sala, 1752; fiscal advocate,
1756; retired, 1759; died in Stockholm, April 3, 1808.
:Married in 1758 Louisa Sophia Erath, born in 1739, died in
1780, at A.Jbo in AJands parish and Upland, daughter of the
Olof Larsson Erath, mine-owner at Foskecl in W ermland, and
Elsa Johanna Geij er.
6. li'redric, born l\Iarch 10, 1726; corporal in the horseguards; lieutenant in the French army, 17 45; captain in
Stralsund, 1749; died, 1750, unmarried,

Taule TV.
Catharina Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg, (daughter
of J esper Swedberg) (see Document 9, A. Table 2), born
April 18, 1693, died l\iarch 8, 1770. l\Iarried the Dean of
Lidkoping, l\Iagister Jonas Unge. 6
[CHILDREN:]*

1. Helena, married, first, the Vicar of Gothenecl, in the
bishopric of Skara, Dr. Laurentius Svenonis Noring, who
afterwards became the coul't chaplain in chief, and died in
1757, on his estate Hanakra; and secondly, Baron Carl Adam
Silverhjelm, at Flisho1t, who was born in 1719, retired in
17 64 as colonel, and died in 17 71 (see "Anrep, ~' Vol. III,
p. 731).
2. Theophila 1 horn in 1728, died in 1791; was married to
Baron Fredric Silverhjelm (brother of Baron Carl Adam
Silverhjelm), at Orshyholm, who was horn in 1726, became
colonel of infantry, ::mel died in 1783.

* These are a1l the chi!uren of Dean Unge whose names we could find
in our researches.
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3. J esper U nge.*
4. Stina Louisa Unge.*

Table V.
Jesper Swedberg, when ennobled, Swedenborg52 (son of
J esper Swedberg, see Document 9, A. Table 2) at Brandstorp
in \Vestergothland, born Aug. 16, 1694; lieutenant. Married in
1727, Christina Silfversvard, born in 1708, daughter of Major
Gustav Silfversvard and :Marta Reutersvard.
CHILDREN:

1. Sara Christina, born Dec, 11, 1727, married in 1752 to
Sergeant J. Leijer.
2. Eleonora, born June 25, 1729, died, in 1791, unmarried.
3. Emanuel, born Dec. 2, 1731; ensign in Elfsborg's
regiment; captain; died in 1794. Married in 1771, Christina
Brita Hellenstjerna, daughter of Captain Johan Hellenstjerna
and Brigitha W etterman.
4. Anna 1\Hirta, born June 30, 1733, died in 1773; married
111 1763, Lieutenant Johan Georg Ridderbjelke, who was born
111 1726, and died in 1803.
5. J esper Gustav, born in 1736; major; died in 1821. (See
Table 6).
6. :Maria Elisabeth, born Dec. 29, 1737, died in 1822.
l\larriecl in 1770, her cousin, David Frolich, clerk of the
justice, who was born in 1737, and died in 1818.
7. Hedwig Catharina, born Sept. 2, 1740, died in 1782;
married in 1760 the master of ammunition, Carl Fredric Holt.
8. Johmma Gustava, born l\Iarch 16, 1744, died in 1816.
lHarried about 1780, Lieutenant Carl J ernfeltz, as his second
wife; he was born in 1732, died in 1802.
9. Ulrica, born l\Iay 29, 1745, died in 1802, unmarried.
10. :Magdalena, born June 30, 1748, died in 1798, unmarried.

Table VL
J esper Gustav (son of J esper Swedberg, when ennobled,
Swedenborg, Table 5) born Oct. 23, 1736; major in the army,

* These two names are signed among others to a document, by which
Swedenborg's heirs hoped to regain possession of his 1\fSS., which had been
committed to the custody of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
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1 i85; knight of the order of the sword; died· in 1821 at
Entorp, near Skara. l\Iarried in 1764, his cousin Catharina
l\Iaria FrOlich, born in 1739, died in 1810, who was the
daughter of Lieutenant David Frolich, of Stromsholm, by his
first wife, Annika Gyllenhaal.
SoNs:
1. Jespoc, born in 1765, captain, (see Table 7).
2. Gustav, born in 1776, assessor, (see Table 11).

Table VIL
Jesper (son of Jesper Gustav, Table 6), horn l\Iarch 26,
1765; ensign in Skaraborg's regiment, 1781; lieutenant, 1786;
captain 1796; retired in 1802. l\Iarried in 1788, Catharina
Elisabeth Edman, daughter of Captain Gustav :Magnus Edman;
after her tleath he married in 1801, a widow, Edla Henrica
Lind, daughter of Lieutenant- colonel Bengt Lind of Hageby,
and Gustaviana Charlotta Hamrnarl1jehn.
CHILDREN:

1. Carl Gustaf, born 1795; chamberlain, see Table 8.
2. J esper Emanuel, born 179G; captain, see Table 9.
3. Christina Louisa, born 1800; married in 1820, Captain

Pehr Niclas Palmcrantz, whose second wife she was; she dieu
1842.
Table VIIL

Ill

Carl Gustaf (son of J esper, Table 7), born Jan. 25, 1795, notary in the Court of Appeals for Schon en and Blekinge; justice
in Oxie, &c. in Schonen, 1830; chamberlain in His :Majesty's
Court. l\Iarried in 1825, at Carlshamn, Ulrica :Maria E.
Nolleroth, born in 1806, daughter of Eric Gustaf Nolleroth,
burgomaster of Carlscrona, anu Ulrica :Mariana Riuderstam.
SONS:

1. Carl August Emanuel, born Feb. 2, 1826.
2. Gustav Eric Oscar, born in 1828; cadet in Carlberg;

second lieutenant in the Crown-prince's regiment of hussars,
now (1849) the regiment of King Charles XV; lieutenant, 1Hf>4.

Table LX.
J esper Emanuel (son of .J esper, Table 7) born Peh. 17,
1796; ensign in Elf'sborg's regiment; lieutenant, 1818; captain,
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1826; knight of the order of the sword, 1849; retired from
the regiment, 1851, and from the army in 1855. :Married
Anna Charlotta. Fargersten in 1824, at Entorp.
CHILDREN:

1. Pehr Gustaf, born 1825, lieutenant, see Table 10.
2. Edla Catharina Sophia, born in 1829. 1\Iarried in 1856
Axel Ferdinand Leijer, lieutenant in Elfsborg's regiment.
3. Axel Emanuel, born 1833; proprietor of Sjogard,
Grofvared, in \V estergottlancl. l\Iarried in 1861, Elizabeth
Ahlgren.
Table X.

Pehr Gustaf, (son of Jesper Emanuel, Table 9), born
Nov. 3, 1825; second lieutenant in Elfsborg's regiment, 1844;
lieutenant, 1848. l\Iarried m 1858, Catharina Dorothea
Sophia Rosenberg.
CHILDREN:

1. Sigrid Anna Catharina, born 1858.
2. J esper Gustaf, born 1860.

Table XL
Gustaf (son of J esper Gustaf, Table 6), born Aug. 14,
1776; surveyor, 1803; assessor; died in 1820. l\Iarriecl
in 1809, Beata Sophia Sommelius, daughter of Professor
J. Sommelius and D. Held; she was born in 1779, died in
1837.
SoNs:
1. J esper Gustaf, born 1810; doctor of medicine. See
Table 12.
2. Sven Herman, born 1811, assessor. See Table 13.
Table XIL
Jesper Gustaf (son of Gustaf, Table 11), born Aug. 7,
1810; doctor of medicine and master of surgery; provincial
physician in Calmar Ian, 1848; in the district of 1\Iarirestad, 1860. l\Iarried in 18-!1, Carolina Freclrika Zickerman,
born 1812.
CHILDREN:

1. Carolina Ebba Beata, born 1842.
2. Hed,Yig Louisa, born 1844; married in 1862, in l\Iariro-
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stad, Herr Johann Eduard Rosenlind.
3. J esper Gustaf Henrie Herman, horn 1846.
4. Carl Sigurd "-'"ilhelm Emanuel, born 1849.
5. Signe Fredric Amalia, born 1853.
6. Agnes Clara Elisabeth, born 1857.

'Paule }{IlL
Sven Herman, born Nov. 13, 1811; assessor in the Court
of Appeals of Schonen and Blekinge, died 1849. :Married
in 1844, in Stoc}dwlm, :Maria Louisa von Seth, born 1815,
daughter of Cha~berlain Johan Boman, when ennobled and
adopted, von Seth, and of Louisa Sophia Cronacker.
CHILDREN:

Sophia Louisa, born 1845.
J ohan Gustaf Emanuel, born 184 7.

'lhble .XTV.
l\Iargaretha Swedberg, 'vhen ennobled, Swedenborg (daughter
of ,Jesper SweJberg, see Document 9, A, Table 2) born Oct. 21,
1695. l\IarrieJ Anders Lundstedt, captain of cavalry.

DOCUllfENT 10.

BISHOP JESPER S\YEDBERG.
.A BIOGR.APHY.*

BrsHOP Swedberg is one of the few churchmen of Sweden
who have acquired a notable position in Church history; and
few have exercised a more extensive influence upon Swedish
society in general. Such an eventful and influential life as
that of Swedberg deserves therefore to be treated in detail,
and in extenso.
J esper Swedberg was born Aug. 28, 1653, on the estate of
Sweden, about a quarter of a Swedish mile from Fahlun, where
his father Daniel Isaksson ("Daniel upon Sveden") was a miner
and mine-owner. According to a custom of the times which
is still prevalent, and to which many names, more or less· peculiar, of clergymen owe their origin, his son J esper was called
Swedberg, after the estate, while another of his sons assumed
the name Schonstrom. His mother's name, Anna Bullermesia,
is even a more remarkable instance of this custom, being
the Latinized form of the parish of Bolinas in Helsingland. His
mother's father was the minister of Svarclsjo, Magister Peter
Bullermesius, on account of whose supposed papistic tendencies
a great noise was made by another clergyman of "Stora
Kopparherget" [the Great Copper-mountain]. The memory of
his maternal grandfather was held in great esteem by Swedberg, and he had great respect for his faith, although it had
been stigmatized as heretical, and for the witness which he
bore to the truth, even by his writings (e. g. by his ucolloquium
christianwn de meiUlacio). Swedberg's parents were pious and

* Taken from the "Biographiskt Lexicon," Vol. XVI, pp. 224-290, an
account vvritten by C. ,V, S.
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god-fearing, but poor, and, according to his own testimony,
"honest, far from worldly pride and luxury, and bent upon
speaking the truth." According to Swedberg's grateful aclmowledgment, his mother hau been to him what :Monica had been
to Augustinus. He had many brothers and sisters, and his
parents looked upon their numerous progeny as riches in the
true sense of the word. For their sake, they thought, an
unexpected improvement took place in their circumstances.
Iu the Stora Kopparberg a mine had long remained deserted and full of water. Twenty-four industrious miners,
among whom was Swedberg's father, undertook to bring it
into use again. To enable them to undertake this work, they
received from the College of l\lines a grant of extensive privileges. Their enterprize was finally crowned with such success, and "God blessed them so wonderfully, that they became
the most opulent miners of those times." \Vhat the others
assigned as the cause of their unexpected fortune, we do not
know, but Sv.;edberg's parents regarded as the cause that
which we have mentioned. When the father partook of a meal,
he often said, "Thank you, my children, for this meal; for I .
have dined with you, and not you with me; God gave me
food for your sakes." J esper shared his father's convictim1.
"It is really the case," he added, "that you must never gruuge
expenses, if you desire your children to grow up well .
.:\Ioreover, we often notice with surprize how orphans and the
children of widows get on in the world better and more
rapidly, than those who have their parents' care for
a longer time. \Vhen a child of rich parents makes his
way in the world, people say: 'Here you see what wealthy
parents can do-and the real Father in heaven receives no
honour or thanks. But when the children of poor widows
prosper in the world, people say justly: 'See what God
can do.'"
It has been remarked, as something significant in the case of
not a few of the most eminent men of the Uhurch, that they
had in their childhood been in danger of losing their lives.
Not unfrequently those who were called upon to arouse the
Church to life, had themselves been taken up for dead. Something similar Swedberg noted down respecting himself. Once,
7
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during the spring-floods, a mill-stream near the estate overflowed
its banks, when the mill was in rapid motion, and it was then
that Swedberg was in danger of losing his life. He and one of
his brothers were standing near the mill. The brother climbed
upon one of the beams which went across the stream, and defiell
J esper to follow him. Not to be out-clone by his brother, he
made the attempt, but fell into the stream, and his feet went
under the wheel so that the mill was stopped. After great
exertions he was extricated, but he was then without signs
of life. Animation ·was, however, at length restored; and
his strong belief in the guardianship of angels, which, as far
as we know, he, more than any other Swedish author, upheld
and exalted, no doubt elated from this period, when he resolved "never to forget either morning or evening, to commend himself to God's keeping, and the protection of the
holy angels."
From what we have stated, it may readily be concluded,
that Swedberg had the benefit of early and excellent instruction
in the home of his parents. Afterwards he was sent to the
school at Fahlun. Here he was in danger of being frightened
away from his books and studies, the teacher, as then too
frequently happened, being a drunkard, who ruled by terror,
rather than by wise guidance and kind words. But the desire
for learning and the love of books were too strong in the
young scholar to be beaten down by the rod of Ale-Peter, as
the boys called their teacher.
For sons brought up under the care of parents of this class
no vocation or office has usually such great attractions as that
of the ministry. Even in the sports of his childhood, Swedberg used to imitate the functions of that which he was
destined one day so worthily to fill, and the duties of which he
was to discharge with such deep earnestness. He read the
Bible devoutly himself, and zealously to the people that used
to come together "for hop picking," as well as on other
occasions. "It used to be my greatest delight," he writes of
himself, "to preach to these people." In the autumn of 1666,
when he was thirteen, he was sent to Upsal. The three years
he spent there under the care of the incompetent preceptor
S. Elfving he regretfully regarded as having been entirely lost.
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In 1669, his father allowed him to remove to the new High
School of Lund, where he had a relative, :Magister P. Hohu,
Professor of Oriental Languages. The professor was a just
and conscientious man, and from his instruction and the daily
enjoyment of his company, Swedberg made much greater
progress.
Holm, who was, if we may trust s,vedherg's judgment, an
accomplished logician and metaphysician, encouraged his pupil
to train himself in dialectic exercises. Scheibler's "Opns
logicum et metaphysicum," together with Beckmann's "Logic,"
he had fairly to grind into his head; but he insisted that they
were not of as much use to him as a "paper of pins." On
one occasion, when there was to be a disputation for degrees,
Prof. Papke in the chair, Swedberg compiled from the disputation, what he called, "a merry paper," filled with empty
metaphysical terms, read it aloud, and with the words ." Riswn
teneatis sodales" (Restrain your laughter, my friends), he broke
up the disputation, and moved towards the door. Samuel Puffendorf, who was present, is said to have praised him for this
youthful exploit. Possibly, he ventured upon it, because he
was sure of approval from tlris quarter; for Swedberg was
intimate with Puffendorf, and, as is well-known, this learned
man was opposed to anything that would lead to mere pedantry. This much is certaiu 1 that Puffendorf exercised an important influence not only on Swedberg's scientific education,
Lut also on the whole of his after life.
Swedberg describes in the following words the freer views
of life, which he acquired on his removal to I..~und: ""\Vhen
I went to Upsal I was dressed in blue stockings, Swedish
leather shoes, and a simple hlue mantle. I never ventured to
go forward in Church, hut always remained near the benches
of the common people. But in Lund I Lecame as worldlymindeu as the rest. I procured for myself a long, Llack
wig (I too was clark and tall), to this I added a large, long
over-coat, and above all a· scarf over my shoulders, such as
worldly-minded people wore. In my own opinion, there was
no one equal to me : I thought all should make room for me,
and take off their hats very humbly in my presence." There
is both jest and seriousness contained in this self-description;
7*
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Swedberg ridicules the pettiness of the one and the arrogance
of the other, and is grieved at the part he himself took in it;
at least he diu not "follow his times" in these things long.
In the year 1674, he returned to Upsal, after having first
visited Copenhagen and several towns of Zealand. On his
arrival in U psal, the student from Lund created quite a sensation. His plan in life had been determined in his early
years. He applied for a theological scholarship to the professor of theology, :Magister Brunner, who was dean of the faculty
that year. Brunner, astonished at the student dress of Lund,
which Swedberg had not yet laid aside, looked at him sharply,
crossed himself, and asked whether he, who was dressed in
such a worldly manner and in court costume, desired to become
a minister of the gospel. Swedberg did not wait to be asked
this question a second time. He went home, took off the
offensive garb, and purchased a simple greyish-black cloak;
and this, he added, was clone just at the right time. Brunner,
who probably did not limit his examination to his outer man,
discovered the talents which lay concealed within. In short,
after two years, he took Swedberg into his own house, as
private tutor to his son Sebastian. "In Brunner's house," he
said, "I learned much that was good, both in respect to
manners and literary acquirements, but especially I learned
how to lead a pious, honourable, and serious life: for he himself was spiritually minded both in his conversation and in his
intercourse with others, in his dress and in his whole being."
In the same year (1676) he took part in a disputation upon
the third part of the treatise De usu et valore consens~ts Patrwn
in dogmatibus e~clesiasticis (On the uc;;e and value of an
agreement of the Fathers in the dogmas of the church), by
P. Rudbeck, who was then a professor, but soon became a
bishop; he also pronounced the funeral oration on the occasion
of the death of A. Thermrenius, the lector of the Greek
language in \V esteras. He had likewise an opportunity of
exercising himself in preaching in Brunner's prebend, Danmark;
and after he had to mourn, in 1679, the departure from this
life of his fatherly friend, he preached for three years in the
church of the prebend, during the years of grace [i. e. during
the time when the widow of the late prebendary was allowed
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to occupy the parsonage and enjoy the emoluments of the
office]. In 1681 he defended the first disputation which he had
written himself, Professor A. N orcopensis in the chair; next
year he passed his examination as candidate, defended his
disputation for obtaining a degree, and received the degree
of :Magister. On Feb. 12, 1685, he was or<lained by Bishop
Carlsson of
esten1s. The same year he became pastor to
the regiment of the guards ; at all events he then entered
upon its duties. On this subject he says, "About the same
time I received from the Honourable Colonel Ramsvard, without
any application on my part, the appointment of pastor of his
:Majesty's regiment of the guanlsj after :Magister Isogmus."
In the years 1684-85, he undertook a journey abroad, after
having obtained the royal permission. About the middle of
the summer of 1684, he went to England. The severe church
life, and especially the sanctity with which the Sundays are
kept, made a deep impression upon him. In London and
Oxford he spent three months, and enjoyed there the learned
intercourse of Bishop Fells and the great philologist Bernhanli.
In discussing the sulJject of church union, for which Bishop
Fells lahoured, he expressed himself to Bernhardi in the following
language: "For this purpose the Lorcl~s hand, an impulse from the
Highest, prayer, and a peace-loving disposition are required."
In France he learned to respect the excellent care which the
Homan Catholic Church takes of the poor and needy, in noticing
"how the wealthier members of the community went out in
the evening into the streets and lanes, to look after the
poor, the sick, and those without shelter; how distinguished
ladies and countesses, dressed in counuon garments, sought
the sick and the helpless, and exhibited towards them as
much mercy as they would towards their own blood relations."
Afterwards he went through Lorraine and Alsacc to Strasburg.
Here he enjoyed lodging, hoard, awl hospitality in tl1e house
of Behel, the professor of theology and church history, and
formed also an invaluable iutimaey with the learned and pious
theologian S. Hclnnidius.* These two men he revered in his

'V

* Sebastian Schmiuius, whose translation of the Bible, pnhlil'lhcd at
Strasburg in lfiHo, was used by SweulJerg's son Emanuel SwedcnLorg in the
preparation of his thcolobr:ical writings.
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after life as his "two spiritual fathers."
As the whole
direction of Swedberg's mind was pietistic, in the true sense
of the word, he desired very much to visit Spener in Frankfort;
hut as this founder of the Pietists was ill at the time, he
had to give up the hope of having this desire fulfilled. In
the year 1685, he left Strasburg, and visited Heidelberg,
:\Iannheim, and other places. Inl\Iannheim he became acquainted
with a Lutheran clergyman, who with great zeal defended in
a disputation his thesis, that we must say, "Vater unser" [in
the Lorcrs prayer], and not "Unser Vater", as his opponent
maintained. \Vith such petty disputes the theologians at that
time frequently busied themselves, for lack of something better.
This was not the only dispute of the kind that Swedberg was
obliged to listen to during his journey. In Giessen he fell jn
with the theologians Cloclius, Hannekenius, and Arcularius;
but more valuable to him seems to have been his acquaintance
with Ludolphus, in Frankfort on the 1\Iain. Among other
things he related of this man, that he "was very well disposed towards the Swedes, thinking a great deal of them,"
that he had himself been in Sweden, travelling about every
where, and that he was the only one whom Swedberg met in
his journey with whom he could converse in Swedish. "The
correctness of Ludolphus's remark that there had never been
published in Sweden a Swedish grammar, Swedberg was
obliged to admit with a blush of shame." From Frankfort he
continued his journey clo·wn the Rhine to Holland, taking a
look at the towns of 1\Iayence, Cologne, and others, where he
had an opportunity of becoming more closely acquainted with
the superstition of the Catholics, and he could do this so
much the better, because at Easter this superstition exhibits
itself in its greatest nakedness. On l\Iay 19, he came to Leyden,
where he spent several days, enjoying the society of Professors Jacob Gronovius and Stephen Le l\1.oine; the former
of whom is well kno"·n from his treatise respecting Judas
Iscariot, in which he proves that the traitor was not torn in
two, but was strangled to death. From Holland he went
by sea to Hamburg, where he stayed two months and a half,
during which he became very intimate with the learned
Oriental scholar Edzardus, with whom he lodged and boarded.
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In this learned man SweJLerg saw the priesthood in its noLlest
aspect. He took part with great satisfaction in the doctrinal
classes which Edzardus held every Sunday afternoon with his
young people ; he praised his zeal in the conversion of the
Jews,· and saw with delight how he laiJ his hands upon the
heads of his grown up children, and Llessed them, ''just as
the patriarch Jacob blesseJ his sons Ephraim anJ ]Uauasseh,
and just as Christ blessed the little chilllren ;" and Swedberg added, "I am unable to describe in what a godly and
earnest manner this man lived; may God bless his soul in
His eternal kingdom!" 'Ve must he pardoned for dwelling
so long on the persons on whom Swedberg himself loved to
d ,rell so much; for from these he received impressions which
exercised a great influence on his own sphere of activity.
The time now drew near when Swedberg had, in accordance
with the terms of the royal permission, to hasten home to his
own country. On .Tuly 30, he travelled from HamLurg to
Lubeck, which he left on the 2nd of August for Stockholm,
where he arrived on the 7th.
'rhe regiment to which Sweclherg was attached as chaplain,
was ordered to 1Jplnnd; so that he had not much to Jo with
it. Immeuiatcly after his return home he therefore removed
to Stockholm, "to preach by higher oruers to the court,
and perform the same kind of service as the other royal
chaplains;" he supplieJ the pulpit also for the royal chaplain,
~chafer, for a whole year, without any recompense. His
ministerial disinteresteclness was severely tried about this time;
for his predecessor, Isogrous, claimed one half of the income
of his regimental chaplaincy for the year he was abroad;
and Swedberg stood this trial so well, that he yielded to
the claim, without wasting another word upon it. He even
rejoiced, almost like a child, at his having been able to Lear it,
as may be judged from his own words, "How good and excellent it is, not only to read, teach, and preach GoJ's 'Vord, lmt
also to live in agreement with it, and to 1Jractise it accordingly;
especially for us, ministers of the gospel! I, therefore, always
pray King David's Leautiful prayer: 'Incline my heart, U Lord,
unto Thy testimonies, and not to covetousness.' So little \vas
1 ever troubled about receiving my stipend, that I never sent a
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reminder to a farmer who owed me his tithe, but was
satisfied with what he gave of his own free will. I had
so much to read, write, and preach about, that I never had
either the time or the desire for such things; neither have I
become poorer thereby, nor been defrauded."
·
Although Swedberg looked on his appointment to the chaplaincy of the regiment, as allowing him much time for his studies
and ministerial work, still it must not be thought that on
that account he neglected his duties as chaplain. On the
contrary, he fulfilled them with the same zeal which he displayed in everything he undertook. He did not content himself with preaching, but also gave his regiment regular
instruction in the catechism. 'Ve will allow him to give
his own account of this. ''In my duties with the regiment of
guards," he says, "with God's grace I gave satisfaction to
high and low, although I was not indulgent 'vith them, either
in preaching or calling them to account. I examined them
diligently in the catechism, in accordance with the royal orders,
at every muster, and at all their meetings-yet in the mildest and
most moderate manner. They had not before been accustomed
to this. 'Vherefore, whenever they saw me coming, they trembled,
as they afterwards told me, much more than when they went
into battle with the enemy. But after I commenced talki11g
with them in an affable and mild manner, telling them stories
from the Bible, and strengthening them in their faith and
in their Christian course of life, the company which I had
examined first would not go away, when another came in
to be examined, but they all pressed around me, and almost
bore me down. The officers also voluntarily sat around the
table, and engaged with me in good, useful, and edifying
Once I made a promise to the whole regiment,
discourse.
which consisted of upwards of 1,200 men, that on the next
muster, which took place once every year, I would present
every man who could read with a copy of Archbishop
Dr. Swehilius' catechism. I also wrote in these books the
names, about 300, of all those who could reacl. A year afterwards, when the whole regiment was mustered near Upsal,
nearly 600 could reacl. Tllis amounted to 600 clalers in copper;
for each catechism cost a daler. l\Iy promise I had to keep,
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and to honour. I went to his :Majesty (Charles XI) at the
castle, and in all humility made him acquainted with this;
he immediately pulled out his purse filled with ducats, took
a handful, and gave them to me without counting them."
Fresenius says, that a proper fulfilment of the duties of
a royal chaplain is the most difficult thing in the world.
Few have done justice to this office, as Swedberg llid. It
is true he had a court to preach to, where there were ears
open to hear the truth, as we know of the pious Queen Ulrica,
Eleonora, and even Charles XI used to listen to the testimony
of the truth; and this was also uttered by Swedberg with a
frankness which proved that he filled his office without respect
of persons. To the schools, which were in a lamentable
condition, his care was especially directed. Here, however,
he had to break through thick ice. He knew no better method
than to present his wishes, both in private and public, to
the King. Accordingly, on Friday, .May 4, 1686, he delivered a
sermon in the castle at Ulriksdal, where the King, the Queen,
the (~ueen-clowager, the Crown-prince, and many courtiers were
preseut. His text was, "The children of Israel did as their
fathers before them had done." This text gave him an opportunity of making some sharp observations, in which he showed
the necessity for the Christi_an instruction of children, and for the
institution of schools. ·Towards the close of the sermon he said,
"I will tell you, your :Majesties, what God has spoken about
you, in the Old Testament, viz. that kings ought to he the
htbourers of the Church, and princesses, its nurses. This word
is certainly not obeyed, by appointing certain persons to act
as godfathers and godmothers in your stead. No, you must
take better hold, you must actually promote the education of
the young, must see that the schools and their teachers are
doing well, and that every thing is put in proper order." He
expressly mentioned the country of Sweden, aiHl the city of
~tockholm, as places where the gravest abuses prevailetl. A
week after, he delivered a sermon on the same subject. Being
very fond of illustrations and parables, he introduced schoolchildren as dnwwtis persoltre; he let them state their own
necessities, and showed with powerful words how little all the
polish of culture and refinement could do to replace the want
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ot spiritual training both in schools and in the Church. The
King allowed the words of the severe preacher their full force,
by immediately afterwards collecting information about the
actual condition of the schools. One of the clergymen of Stockholm, :Magister Iser, was summoned. The lung asked, "How
is it with the schools in the capital? They are talked about
in sermons." "By whom?" asked Iser. "It does not matter",
answered the King. "\Vhat is said about them in sermons?"
"That the teachers are good for nothing, and that we must
get better ones,': replied the IGug. Iser said, that so long
as the pay was so small, we could not expect to get better
teachers. The King expressed his displeasure that he had never
been informed of this before; he wished to raise the pay of
all the teachers in the land ; and he sent the same day
to Swedberg, whom he overjoyed by declaring to him his
determination to do so. "I thanked him most humbly," he
writes, "but I added, I have a better proposition to make,
by which the same result will be obtained, without burdening
your :Majesty's exchequer. Issue au order for the government
of schools; that henceforth schoolmasters shall have au honourable rank among the better classes; and that after having
served industriously and well in the schools for three years,
they shall be presented with a good curacy. In this case
J ohau Lohe, Hildebrand, and other rich and distinguished men
would send their sons into the schools, and we should get good
teachers." On the same clay, the IGng sent Vir~nius to
Swedberg commanding him to serve as ordinary royal chaplain.
How he looked upon this call, appears from his mvn words,
where he points to Amos vii. 12. 13. "Thou seer, go, flee thee
into another land, and there eat bread, and prophesy not
again at Bethel: for it is the King's chapel, and the King's
house." On the other hand, he was afraid of incurring the
royal displeasure, if he should not accept the offer, because,
with Freseuius, he looked upon this office as the most difiicult
in the whole world. This new dignity produced little change
otherwise in the work he hitherto had been doing, for with
the exception of "a considerable rise" in rank, he was obliged
to perform this duty without remuneration, and to continue to
do so for four years (1686-1689). \Vhen the question was
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of salary and not of senice, others were preferred, who un<lerstood how to press themselves forward ; and "this," ad <led
Swedberg, "was also much bettt:·r for me." It was satisfaction
enough for him to know that he had a sincere friend in the
I~ing, "who was not displeased, but rather liked, when an
earnest, zealous servant of the Lord preached severe truth, and
did not keep anything in the background, but stood fonranl
boldly, proving everything clearly fi·om Gou~s \Vonl, without
doing it violence." So did Swedberg; he kept nothing back, but
preached the naked truth, even if the refined sensibilities of
the higher classes should. thereby be wounded. This indeed
frequently happened. For instance, it was a difficult duty for
him to denounce the hardness with which his royal friend
carried. out the policy of reduction;* but as he looked. upon
this as his duty, truth carried the day, and put into his mouth
the words ofl\Iicah, Chap. iii, from which he unuauntedly deduced
such an application as coulJ not fail to be understood: "Y e
hate the goou, and love the evil; ye pluck off their skin from
them, and their flesh from off their bones, and eat the flesh
of my people; anu when ye have flayed their skin from off
them, ye break their bones also in pieces," &c. An officer
of the reduction, who was among the hearers, went to the
King, and asked him: "Shall the parson speak in this style?"
The King asked him significantly : "Did the parson confirm
his sermon by God's \Vord ?" \Vhen the complainant was
obliged to give an affirmative answer, the King put an end to
it with this reply: "If the parson has God's \V orll, the King
has nothing to say against it." The King also never withdrew
his favour from Swedberg, in spite of efforts made to bring this
about. Swedberg could therefore write as follows: "The King's
favour towarlls me became every day more overflowing; the
King also said to me, once when we stood alone in the castle,
and spoke together: 'You have many enemies.' I then said,
'A servant of the Lord is not good for much, if he has no
enemies. Look upon the prophets, the apostles, and Christ
himself. \Vhat enemies and antagonists did not Christ have?'

* That is, the policy of seL1uestration cxerciseu against the manorial rights
of the uobility.
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Of the King's favour, he received many new proofs. In the
year 1790, the King made him pastor in Vingaker without any
request on his part. Within a year afterwards he received a
new decree, appointing him dean of the cathedral of \Vesteras,
through the influence of Count Lars W allensteclt, who was
governor there at the time. Between this governor, however,
and Bishop Carlsson already mentioned, there was a continual
feud, and this was the reason why the peaceable Swedberg
would not accept the office, although one of the King's inducements for endeavouring to make him accept it was, that
he would have a good opportunity of making peace between
them. :Meanwhile Swedberg mentioned, as one of the reasons
why he desired to remain in Vingaker, "the good order
which existed there in the church." In the same year the
pastorate of Heclemora was offered to him, after 1\'Iorreus, but
he refused also this royal favour. Trials, however, went hand
in hand with these distinctions. And according to his own
testimony, he became thereby more zealous and more energetic
in the pulpit; yea, the more he had to suffer from the hate and
ill-,vill of his enemies, the more he endeavoured to receive,
and to overflow with, God's grace and love. We adduce the
following proof.
On the 17th Sunday after Trinity, 1690, he preached in
the Cathedral near the castle. Their :Majesties were present.
The rubric prescribes a sermon on the holiness of the Sabbath.
8wedberg followed this command faithfully. To preach about
hallowing the Sabbath, without at the same time preaching
about not hallowing it, would be difficult for any one to do,
but this was still more difficult on the present occasion.
That the holiness of the Sabbath was violated, he dared to
ascribe, in the first place, to those whose business it was
to exercise some care and watchfulness in enforcing the royal
orders, but who did not perform their duty. He could scarcely
have made his sermon more trenchant, if he had had to preach
it at this day, when the marching of soldiers and going to
theatres are the order, or rather the disorder, of the Sabbathday. Who will dare entirely to exculpate him from the
weakness of having in his zeal thought of a certain person,-a
sin which not unfrequently mars the purest zeal? But enough,
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there was one present who considered himself thus reflected
on-it was the chief-governor, His Excellency, Count Chr.
Gyllenstjerna. He took up the matter very warmly, and the
vindictin: looks which during the sermon he fastened upon
Swedberg, were the harbingers of what was soon to follmY.
Before the sun could go down upon his wrath, he went to the
first royal chaplain \Vallin, aiHl took out a summons against
the scolding preacher,-that on the following day he should
appear and justify himself before the Chapter. ~rhrough the
Count's secretary Cullin he was accordingly accused l>efure
the Chapter of the Cathedral. In agreement with chapter 6.
of the Royal Statutes, he was to lose his possessions, life, and
honour-enough, indeeu, for one condemnatory sermon. Bwedberg was called in, and he requested permission to answer the
points of accusation in writing. His Excellency drew up a
charge containing the follo·wing points, which were presented
to Swedberg: 1. That his :Majesty Juring the sermon hr~d his
royal eyes constantly £xed upon him, likewise the other lords;
2. That the I{ing during dinner made some remarks upon the
sermon. His Excellency also desired Swedberg to state a
single fact, known to His Excellency, which he did not at
once take in hand. This ·was accompanied by a communication from the Consistory of the town, in which His Excellency was warm1y thanked. for the great assistance and
help he had given, whenever an application was made to
him. Swedberg insisted that "His Excellency should appear
in person," and declared himself ready to answer for what
he had preached. He insisted on this principally l>ecause
His Excellency had accused him in a matter which concerned
On Oct. 29, Swedberg appeared with
the whole clergy.
his defence, but His Excellency did not make his appearance.
The president of the ecclesiastical court was prejudiced
against Swedberg; and. when he uttered hard words and
threats against him, Swedberg told him to remember the
dignity of his position, and not to indulge in invectives against
either of the parties. "I protest," he said, "once for all
against everything that has thus far been brought forward in
this matter, for the following two reasons. First, because
the law of the Church requires that every one who has any
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case to bring before the Chapter, shoul c1 appear in person; and
Secondly, because the pretended proofs of the governor-inchief were accepted by the chapter without being deposed
upon oath, which is never omitted even in the smallest matter
of justice. Besides, all priests have by a solemn oath pledged
themselves to keep the law of the Church in all particular8,
which yet they forego, e. g. in the order that baptisms
should take place publicly in Church, 'vhich the authorities
pass over in silence." He said further, "Although faith,
and law, and sacred pledges may be forgotten by others, and
set aside, yet we priests ought to keep them inviolate. We
priests, I say it sobbing, who with our hands upon the Lord's
glorious Bible, with bent knees, at the Lord's altar, and in the
presence of the holy angels, have by a solemn oath pledged
ourselves to keep the law of the Church. With that hand, I
say it sobbing, which we should lift up to God in prayer,
"·ith that hand with which we should bless God's people, the
little children in baptism. It were better, indeed, never to
take an oath at all, than to become such scandalous perjurers.
For we priests must live in accordance with our oath, and not
ncc01·ding to the manners and customs of the people, according
to law, and not according to our likes and dislikes." Gyllenstjerna~s answer came in on Xov. 5, but his not appearing
personally he excused by alleging indisposition. In his answer
he asks for some further information. The same he did again,
in a paper of the 26th of the same month. He could not
help considering his honour and reputation attacked by Swedberg, when he spoke of some one taking pay, and not doiug
his duty, and when he added injury to his unbecoming behaviour, in publicly attacking a person, without first, according
to the law of the Church, going, and speaking to him of his
faults in private. For this reason also Gyllenstjerna insisted,
that Swedberg on account of this sermon, "should recant in
public, and retract his words in the same place in which he
had spoken them ; and as to the rest, that he should receive
an appropriate reproof and well-deserved correction from the
Consistory." Swedberg retorted, 1. That he had never meant
His Excellency personally; 2. and with regard to the other
points, it was not the dutv of priests, to report cases of dis-
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order to His Excellency, &c. The Consistory insisted that
the matter should be closed, and counselled a reconciliatio11.
On Jan. 21, 1691, the president of the consistory and Isoga:us
went to His Excellency, and on behalf of the Consistory
endeavoured to move him to a reconciliation. He showed himself inclined, and "inasmuch as Swedberg did not mean nor
single him out in particular, but as a just and zealous priest
exposed sins and shortcomings in general in his castigation,"
therefore His Excellency was willing to forget "'vhat had
happened, leaving it in the option of the Consistory to give
an official correction to Swedberg, so that in future, in exposing sin, he should select his words more carefully."
Another picture of the times ought to be added to this
serious affair, which we shall relate here. The Church law
of Charles XI was not five years old, and yet had been
transgressed to such a degree, that, as we heard Swedberg
observe in his defence, it had become the general custom in
towns-although it vms a breach of the law-for the baptism of
children to take place in private houses, and not in the Church.
It happened about this time that a daughter was born to
Swedberg. He accordingly went up to the King and asked him
humbly, whether he should have his child baptized according
to the fashion of Stockholm, or according to the law of the
Church. The I~ing could not, without contradicting himself,
answer otherwise than, "according to the law of the Church."
"Yes, but I cannot do so, because in that case I shall get
neither a priest nor go<lparents." The King was pleased
with Swedberg's boldness, and so interpreted it, as if he invited
the King himself to be godfather. The royal marshal was
appointed to represent the King. The Queen was invited also,
and consented. Nevertheless, Isogmus refused to baptize the
child. Swedberg was, therefore, obliged to lodge a complaint
on the subject before Count .J ohan Stenbock, the royal marshal,
who with the following sharp and severe words reproved tlw
conduct of the rebellious priest: "Are you too good to baptize
a child, when I in the King's place am godfather ? 'Vhat
kind of priest are you who are unwilling to observe the law
of the Church? How can you claim to judge other trespassers
of the law?" The baptism consequently took place. But in
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the door of the vestry stood Schafer, another priest, "one of
the right kind" who asked jeeringly: "\Vhat sort of comedy
are you playing there?" Swedberg who had heard the latter
part of his speech, answered: "God shall one of these days
play comedy with you, if you call this holy work and this
godly act a comedy !"
\Vhat encouragement, but at the same time also what
temptation to self-exaltation, does there not lie in such marks of
favour, as the above, 'vhich were showl"l to Swedberg! There
is still more reason for such an exclamation in the promise His
:l\Iajesty made him one day: "Ask of me what you will, and
you shall have it." This was an instance of royal favour,
such as few besides him have ever experienced; it also 'vas
a fiery trial through which be had to pass, and which few have
endured as well as he. "From that clay," so he confesses, "I
became more serious and more earnest in everything I spoke
and in everything I represented, so that I never asked for
anything, either for myself or for my family; not even a half
farthing's worth;" but he asked for other desening men, as
well as for the needy, whose cause he advocated in his most
approved style, and his petitions were always granted; he also
spoke in favour of schools, academies, churches, and for the
purchase of godly books.
"\Vhen I found that I had ever
freer access to His :Majesty, I prayed to God fervently, that
I might not exalt myself in consequence, nor abuse this
favour; but that I might make use of it for the honour of
God's name, for the service of His Church, and for the sake
of the common welfare, performing faithfully the duties of
my office, knowing the inconstancy of royal favour, especially
when enemies and envious persons find something to insinuate
and to gossip about. On this account I observed the following
two rules at court: first, never to meddle in anything that did
not belong to my office, and least of all in politicqJ or worldly
matters ; secondly, never to speak ill of any person, not even
of my worst enemy or persecutor.'' There is not a shadow
of doubt that Swedberg kept his word; and it was no small
matter he had proposed to himself. \Vhen he was asked
for his advice, in appointing any one to an office or
occupation, it might well happen that he did not always pro-
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pose the fittest person, but certainly always the one of whose
fitness and merit he was himself convinced. His own words
are: "'Vhen his l\Iajesty asked me for a suitable clergyman
for some pastorate, and I mentioned one 'vhom I knew well,
saying, he was of the olden times and neither frivolous nor
trifling, then he was quickly called, and appointed by a royal
order. Thus many a one, not knowing how it happened, received a rich and fine living."
Let us now follow Swedberg to the place where he remained the shortest time, but where he spent his happiest hours.
This was at Vingftker, whither he removed before the summer
of 1692. 'Ve have already seen how soon his affections entwined around the members of this country church. As for
the rest we may let s,vedberg himself describe his relations
with these people, and the satisfaction he experienced there.
"The affection and love which existed between the congregation
and myself can scarcely be described. 'l,hey sufficiently manifested their good-will towards me by pulling down the old
dilapidateJ parsonage, and building in its stead a new one
with many comfortable rooms, without any expense to myself.
I received there so many marks of kindness and affection,
that scarcely a day passed without their providing me richly
with everything necessary for housekeeping. At first this
pleased me very much, but it afterwards fairly oppressed and
scared me." It went so far that he could with good conscience say to them, "You have entertained me as an angel."
And we may safely add, they had good cause for doing so.
Iu their affection for him he had a rich compensation among
other things for the benefits he bestowed on the widow and
children of his predecessor. He not only allowed them the
use of the parsonage-house, fields, and meadows, with everything belonging thereto for a year, but he surrendered to them
a half of the income, and paid all their taxes. "Nor did I
lose anything by doing so," said he; "for I am firmly convinced, that more blessings and riches accrue from the prayers
and petitions of widows, and of the fatherless and afflicted,
than from the largest pastorate."
Before accompanying Swedberg to the new and more extended sphere of action to which he was soon called by the
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King's favour, we wish to give his account of one of his predecessors at Vingaker, J. Baazius, who died in 1681 Arch ..
bishop of Upsal. "Dr. Baazius came to Vingttker to let the
people hear him, so that they might say whether they wished
him for their minister. He was a pious and dignified preacher,
and had formerly been Queen Christina's royal chaplain. After
the service, he asked the people how they liked him. They
all kept silence. He asked them again, but received no
answer. He asked thern a third time, but still they remained
silent. He then said, 'I see you do not like me, I will not
therefore remain. I "·as sent hither by the government and
my bishop, or I shonlt1 not have come.' An old grey-haired
man then rose, and said, 'Thank God, you have a beard,
you shall be welcome.' Baazius said '\Vhat do you mean by
my having a heard?' The peasant answered, 'They said that
you \rere a child; this is no congregation of children. God
be praised you have a heard; you shall be welcome. Our
respects to the Queen, and say "·e are obliged to her.'" This
Swedberg heard from Baazius himself.
S\veclberg was in Stockholm, "·here he had gone to remoYe
his furniture to Vingaker, "·hen he was sm·prized by rec.eivillg
from the King an appointment to the third theological
professor~hip in Upsal.
The appointment was followed by
a letter, in which the King expressed his "gracious hope that
Swedberg wonlcl accept this charge, as a token of God's dispensation and the King's favour; that he "·ould consequently
lay aside private considerations, and consent to accept this
office, and ·with his customary industry and zeal propagate
pure evangelical doctrine, " &c. The I{ing knew his man,
even as to his custom of "praying to be excused." He was
faithful to this habit even in the present case ; but "notwithstanding my entreaties to he excused," he says, "I had to
give way." He, nevertheless, thought that on the present
occasion there were more reasons why his desire to remain·
where he was should be granted, than when he begged to
be released from his appointment to W esteras. He represented to himself that for ten years he had been unaccustomed
to all academical duties; as in the case of \V esteras, he also
took into account the differences and controversies which then
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prevailed "among the theologians" in Upsal, among whom
was one (Bilberg), who did not even follow God's 'Vord to
the extent of attrihuting to it authority in natural things,
defending the opinion that the Sacred Scripture is only
addressed to the vulgar." He presented these reasons to
the King; hut when he found that neither was of any avail,
he said to him, "'Vell then, in the Lord's name, as it is
useless to refuse, it shall he so. I will, with God's help, do
my best; only I must ask your l\Iajesty to stawl by me, and
protect me ti·om intriguing enemies." "That we will do,"
Swedherg then stretched out his hand
said the King.
saying, "Your l\Iajesty will give me your hand upon this,"
and the I~ing did so. On the lOth of November Swedberg
entered on his new function at the University. He did so
with his heart beating between fear and hope. He was
afraid of the odium tlleologicwn, a "not unfrequent guest"
in uni\ersities, especially with the members of that faculty,
whose principal duty it shoulcl be to repress it. His fear
was not ungrounded. A report had been circulated that, "if
this pietist came, no student would be allowed any longer to
wear either a sword or a wig." But the hope, that by gentleness
he might be able to overcome his enemies, was not altogether
disappointed. He had other things to do than busy himselt
with the wigs of the students, and if he did interfere, this did
not prevent him from securing the affection of the young men,
who generally have a warm feeling in favour of everything
noble and honest. Swedberg relates several instances of the
young men giYing him proofs of their gratitude. It "·as easy
enough, therefore, for the King to keep his promise, of protecting him from intriguing enemies. The proofs of the 1·oyal
favour still increased. Ahout a month after his arrival in
Upsal he was appointed Rector of the University. He accordingly filled that office during the year of jubilee, which
was celebrated on :Feb. 27, H>93, and follmring days, in
remembrance of the Council of Upsal.* In this capacity he
prepared one of the programmes for the festival. Respecting his share in this feast we shall say more elsewhere. Here

* At the Coun<.:il of Upsal in 15H3, the principles of the Reformation
were formally adolJted as the religion of the country.
8*
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we wish to mention only an instance of his zeal as Rector of
the University, as gathered from his own account. It was in
the matter of the printer Curio, who for many years "claimed
a considerable sum of money from the university." Curio
gained his suit in the Supreme Court, and the University mill
was seized and kept in pledge "until the last penny should
be paid. Through the machinations of a certain individual
( 0. Rudbeck) the time for making an appeal had gone
by." The professors prevailed on Swedberg to undertake a
journey to the King. He had an audience of His :Majesty
at six o'clock in the morning, and gave him an account of
the matter, including Rudbeck's machinations. At nine o'clock
he appeared before the Privy Council. At twelve o'clock
he received a favourable answer to his petition. And thus by
Swedberg's assistance the University was in a few hours
relieved of its debt, . and of the costly process of litigation,
which it had carried on for nearly twenty years. It did not
however pay either him or any one else a penny. "Thus,"
he adds, "one ought to work for the general good, and ought
not to respect his own comfort or advantage."
Before Swedberg had entered upon his pastorate at
Vingaker, he was appointed a member of the Committee, which
the King had established in 1686, for the purpose of revising
and improving the translation of the Bible. The work of revision progressed with great rapidity, indeed too rapidly to
inspire confidence in the result. It was commenced in August
1691, and finished by the 22nd of June of the next year.
Swedberg's zeal was indefatigable, and showed itself both in
hurrying forward the work and in furnishing the necessary
means. A German printer, George Burchardi, probably from
Lubeck, who had settled in Stockholm, was sent abroad for
paper, printing apparatus, workmen, &c. Swedberg advanced
him 50,000 clalers in copper belonging to his wife and children,
the King guaranteeing him against loss. Burchardi came back
with twelve journe:yrnen and one foreman; and a large quantity
of excellent paper from Holland, Germany, and Basle was sent
after him. The preparations were certainly great, yet the
whole undertaking miscarried. Burchardi "·ith hjs machinery
waited in vain. The whole of this as well as a later work

Doc. 10.]

BISHOP JESPER STI'EDBERG.

117

was shipwrecked, partly from scruples with regard to its utility, and partly from jealousy. Objections were brought forward by the chairman of the committee, E. Benzelius [the
elder], who opposed the changes that were suggested, on
the ground of their being too sweeping, declaring that in
the Swedish Bible "nothing whatever required to be changed."
The jealousy of other members of the committee no doubt
came to the support of their chairman's opinion. Other
revisions, and the l{ing's representations to bring the matter
to a close, were alike fruitless, and the l{ing died leaving the
work unaccomplished. \Vhen the Carolinian Bible appeared
under his successor, its emendations were almost entirely
Swedberg was very
li:nited to orthographical changes.
much pained that the work, on which he had laboured with
so much industry and self-sacrifice, did not lead to any
better result.
Swedberg was little more successful in his attempt to improve the Swedish hymn and psalm book, which constitutes
one of the brightest pages in his life. In respect to this
work, a different result might have been expected, from the
co-operation of two such men as Swedberg and Spegel.
Spegel had previously, on his own account, made some improvements in the old psalm book. Hjiirne, a learned man,
and, according to Swedberg's judgment, skilled in Swedish
poetry, thought of making some contributions, to supply some
of the defects with which the psalm book was charged.
Swedberg and Hjarne, who was a friend of his, drew up a
plan for its improvement. They elaborated their plan in a
private dwelling, unobserved by others; "for if it had become
known what they were engaged upon, envy and jealousy would
at once have opposed the work." They selected for their
oo-labourer, a common friend, Boethius, Dean of l\Iora, a
juuicious and pious man, who hau to suffer evil for good.
Every week he sent them his remarks on the psalms on which
they were engaged. rrhey also asked J. Kolmodin, the acting
Bishop of Gothland, to associate himself with them, and
towards the close he contributed to the work. The most
important contributions, however, they expecteu from Spegel.
He joined in their work, and lent to his brethren his own
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hymn~, each of which ":as provided with its own tune, several

of which were introduced into the work. At last Swedberg
persuaded even Prof. P. Lagerli._if, "who possessed the greatest
technical skill in everything belonging to poetry," to assist
them. The principles by which Swedberg thought they ought
to be governed in this important matter were these: "The
old hymns and psalms I consider it most useful not to meddle
much with. They appear to me like old ducats and rixdalers, which are, it is true, rullely coined, uneven, and unseemly, but yet are of good metal and value. I take more
freedom with the new hymns."
As long as the vwrk was carried on privately by these
devoted and vigorous men, nothing occurred to interfere with
its progress; but it was llifferent 'vhen it passed into the hands
of committees. To a eommittee Swedberg himself submitted
his "·ork. All this "·as done between 1691 and 1693. When
it ''"as nearly finished, he requested of the King that the
committee, to whom the revision of the Bible had been referred,
should report on the psalm book. He cannot therefore be
charged with self-interest, or a desire to avenge himself on
the committee that rejected his revision of the Bible. His
request was granted. But not satisfied with this, he requested
also from the King that the whole work should be submitted
to the Chapter of the Cathedral at Upsal. He mentioned all
the points which he desired to see fulfilled in the printing of
the hymn book, and stated all the particulars. All of which
were approved by the Chapter of epsal, who suggested only
The King was delighted, and at once
a few alterations.
ordered that the psalm book should be printed. But Swedberg
was not yet satisfied. The Diet was to meet soon, and he
proposed that the work should be submitted to the House of
the Clergy. The matter was referred to a committee consisting
of Bishops Rudbeck of Skara, Skytte of Calmar, Gezelius of
.Abo, acting Bishop Kolmodin, and Deans Duan of Koping
and Forselius of Alingsas. Even they made only a few alterations; and all the Houses approved of the work. There was,
therefore, no longer any objection to its being printed, and
accordingly in 1694-95 four different editions of it were printed,
one in quarto, one in octavo, and two others in smaller sizes.
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But scarcely had the psalm-book left the press, when it
was severely attacked, and suppressell. Bishop Carlsson, by
whom Swetlherg had been ordained into the ministry, considered himself slighted in not hasing heen placed on the
committee, hy which the psalm book was to he approved. This
was really the heresy, to which he took objection. 'l1he psalm
book was charged "·ith being heretical. Professor Crispin J ernfelt of Dorpat wrote some derogatory remarks upon it. Bishop
Carlsson was .J ernfelt's friend and Lrother-in-law, and on
account of this relationship malle common cause with him.
~rhey were joined by Lang, acting Bishop of Oesel, who afterwards became Bishop of Linkoping, and he began a hot and
dangerous warfare, where there was no enemy to contend
with. They said that the King, together with SwedLerg, intended to introduce a new religion into the country. These
charges were examined hy Archbishop Svebilius, Bishop Carlssou~s father-in-law, Ly Bishop E. Benzelius of Strengniis, and
several other theologians; and after a lengthened discussion
on the Committee's report, in the presence of the King, by
which Swedberg's innocence "·as clearly established, His 1\Ia,iesty, nevertheless, ordered the \vhole edition of the "unfortunate
Swedberg psalm book"-as this was ever after callell-to he
seized and detained, until the bishops of the realm should
meet, and either a<lopt or condemn it. By this new turn
of afl'airs S\vedberg lost upwanls of 30,000 clalers in copper.
Some of these books were made use of in the Swedish Church
in America; but the greater part Lecame mouldy and mildewed
in Bkeppsholm.
r:rhe· meeting of the bishops took place in 1695, and after
examining all the hymns one lJy one, they raised the following points of accusation: that the hook had been printed
before a proper notice of it had heeu given to the clergy
generally; that several psalms which the clergy had approved
were excludetl; that, on the other hand, many were introduced
"·hich had uot lweu previously sulnnitted; that there were
too many l1puus ( 4S3), in addition to the Latin psalms approved
in the year 1695, which had been retained in the larger
editions ; aw.l la~tly, that some prayer8 were added, which
had the appearance of containing erroneous doctrine. Such
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were the points upon which they rested the condemnation of
a work which had been prepared with so much care and
judgment. The prayer to which they took exception had been
printed before in the appendix to the psalm-book. There the
Saviour, our Mediator, is called upon, as being not only the
Son of God, but also the Son of man. The orthodox bishops
thought this savoured of Arianism.
Judgment had been passed, and was irrevocable. Who
can wonder that this affair deeply grieved Swedberg's noble
soul, especially when he reflected upon the spirit by which
his opponents were animated? They tried to find some cause
of accusation against himself, but were not able; it would
not have been very difficult for him to bring charges against
them ; for most of them furnished gTounds for such in
abundance.
The King consented to the resolution of the Committee
against Swedberg, but did not agree with them in his heart,
and "there was many an honest councillor who did not approve
of their judgment." Swedberg knew this, and hoped to obtain
indemnification for the material losses he had suffered by the
failure of a work which at first had such fair prospects. He
therefore went to His :Majesty, and represented to him how,
without any fault of his own, he had come into this position,
which was rendered more painful from the circumstance that
the money he had advanced belonged to minors. At his request a court of investigation was appointed by the King, by
which he was declared innocent. The King then ordered that
20,000 dalers in copper should be paid to him, which was the
value of the copies that had been seized at Burchardi's. The
secretary of state wanted to pay him with an order on Laplaud-perhaps that he might clear something for himself by
this arrangement. But the King would not listen to his proposal. On the contrary, on hearing Swedberg's remonstrance,
he ordered the whole sum to be paid to him at once. The
remaining 30,000 dalers, which he had invested in this work,
he lost through Burchardi, "who was ruined himself, and was
ever afterwards somewhat disturbed in mind." Amid all the
opposition which Swedberg encountered from men, he comforted
himself with the rich grace of the Lord, "who also restored
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to him with full interest all he had lost." "Yes, thank God,"
he exclaims, "so sure is it, that no oue remains needy in the
end, who bravely devotes himself to the Lord's honour, to
the spread of His 'Vonl, and the salvation of souls in His
Church!"
'Vas it from pure forgetfulness, or from being scrupulously
observant of the returning season, that the Bishops of Sweden
celebrated the jubilee at Upsal, so soon after the defeat of
the eloquent Upsal professor, in the work he had done for
the improvement of the most important church books of Sweden?
To answer this question, it may be useful to glance at the
part he took in the jubilee in 1693. He was ordered to
preach the jubilee sermon. It was delivered on the 3rd of
.l\larch, in the presence of the King, the Princes, and the royal
council. His text was taken from Psalm xxxiv. 7, in reference
to the fifteen theological doctors appointed on this occasion.
In the course of the sermon, he directed attention especially
to the symbol of the ring with which the doctors were invested. "Had I been at the goldsmith's," he said, "when these
rings were ordered, I should have given instructions to mark
three L's upon them, so that the doctors might ever have
them before their eyes. I do not mean hereby, that doctors
ought to be Lazy, Laggard, and Lustful, taking a delight in
the porups and vanities of this world. But these three L's
should signify Learning,* Life, and Long-suffering; and hereby is meant that doctors should be apt to teach and call
sinners to repentance ; that they should live uprightly, leading
a blameless, watchful, and sober life; not drunken, nor hitter,
nor covetous; and that they should be willing to suffer, for
they can only be faithful doctors hy being faithful disciples
of Jesus Christ, and enduring many thing·s for His sake." 'rhis,
as it came from Swedberg's lips, was no mere play upon words;
for upon the whole circle of his life, these three L's, which
he here extolled, were deeply imprinted.
Swedberg's colleagues endeavourecl to brand him as a
heretic. The King's favour had sped him on in his career of

* In Swedish, as in some other languages, the same word means Loth
to learn and to teach.
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preferment. He received the pastorate of Danmark, where he
had officiated as a student, for a prebend, and as a means of
increasing the salary of the third professorship. In the
year 1694 he was appointed first professor of theology, and
dean of the cathedral of Upsal. Into this office he was installed by Svebilius, on the 2nd of :May, 1695, and consequently about the time the hymn book was under consideration,
when Svebilius helped to throw suspicion on his doctrine.
On the 15th of the following June, Swedberg defended his
theological disputation. This took place in the presence of
the King, some of the royal councillors, and others high
in authority. Swedberg rejoiced at his preferment 'vith a
gladness ·which not all experience who are advanced to high
places. ''It is incredible and indescribable," he says, "what
courage, consolation, and freedom are derived from a pure and
lawful vocation; and, on the other hand, how much those are
disheartened who have not this comfort." As professor he
lectured on Hosea and .Joel, on Paul's ·epistles to the Romans
and the Ephesians, to Timothy and Titus, on the Hebrews, and
also on the epistles of Peter, J olm, and James; privately he
lectured in St. Eric's chapel, 'vhich existed at that time, on
Durius' moral theology. Theology, both when delivered from
the professor's chair and from the pulpit of the Church, was
with him a matter of conscience. At the close of every lecture he exhorted tlte students to the exercise of a sober
christianity. He often presided in theological disputations,
and not unfrequently he had professors of the Gymn~sium as
replicants. As pastor and preacher he was indefatigable. He
preached every :Friday, as well as morning and evening on
Sundays, and, with scarcely any exception, on church festivals,
when he was in town. Between the early prayers and the
morning service he held an examination on the catechism.
These examinations were attended, not only by the youth of
the town, but also by the students, both nobles and commoners. They were very well attended, especially during
Lent. "All came," he writes: "gladly and of their own accord;
and even the parents attemled without being asked, and encouraged their children by their presence."
He never
took the contribution made at the confession. 'Vhatever
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was received on these occasions he left to the chaplains.
He looked upon it as· a shameless abuse, when anything was
demanded fi·om the communicants before going to the Lord's
table. "If Peter,'~ he saitl, "should rise again, he would say,
He ye consumed with all your money." During Swedberg's
term of office at the University, perfect concord and unity
prevailed among the academical teachers. 'l'here can he 110
doubt that his prese11ce and activity greatly contributetl to
bring about this happy result. "During my abode in Upsal,"
he 'rrites, "which was over ten years, I experienced this
grace from God, that there was such unity and trust among
the teachers, that there never was any dissension. I lived in
the large square, and I can affirm that, during these ten
years, I did not hear ten bra,vls or disturbances in the
streets. \Yhen both my dwellings were lmrnt dmvn, in the
g.veat conflagration ou the night after Ascension tlay, the
students manifested towards me so much kinduess, carrying
out alHl saving everything except the fixtures, that, thank
God, I sufl'erecl little harm; anu such pure affection they
constantly exhibited tmntrds me during the whole of my
stay amongst them. I can also assert that, during the 'vhole
of this time, His .l\lajesty never received an unfavourable report
from the university, although previously these reports had Leen
very unfavourable indeed."
\Vith regard to the two dwellings mentioned here, one of
them was a large, new stone house with a costly establishment, in the large square, which he several years before
(1690-1698) had built for himself. It is interesting to hear
him speak ahout the lmihling of this new house. ''l know, and
I can testify-for I was always present-that not the least
work was done, that not a single stone was raisctl, with sighs
or a troubled mind, hut all was <lone cheerfully aml gladly.
No complaint, no hard or disagreeable word was heard, uo
scoldings and no oaths were uttered." \Vhen the house was
finished in the autumn of 1698, he inaugurated it by iuviting
and entertaining all the poor of the tmrn. He and his wife
and chiluren waitetl upon them. E''erything was done in an
orderly manner, and this feast of charity was concluded with
singing, prayer, thanksgiving, and mutual blessing. \Vhen he
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saw this consumed by the flames, he did not fail to display that calm submission with which he bore all his misfortunes. Two days afterwards he wrote a detailed account
of the fire to Princess Ulrica Eleonora; and in his letter he
entreats the royal assistance, not so much for himself, as for
the other sufferers. In his usual pious manner he describes
the cause and the effects of the conflagration. The cause he
considers to have been "the many and grievous sins" of the
people; he thinks also that in this conflagration it could be
"seen and heard plainly that the fire of God's 'nath was
kindled. God's \V ord, and the preachings from it, are no
longer of any avail among us; therefore God must preach to
us in such a fearful and terrible manner." His own losses
on this occasion he mentions only in passing. But he adds,
"If only the Lord's own beautiful house (the cathedral) had
been preserved! Our losses, although they are very great,
can be repaired." In consideration of all this, he hopes
that her Royal Highness, "from her well-known kindness and
charity, will represent to His :Majesty their necessities and
misery, supporting her own prayers by the earnest entreaties
of a shepherd for his unhappy flock, and by his groans and
tears for the destruction of the beautiful temple, which had
been an ornament to the whole country, and where many of
the kings and noble families of Sweden had found a final resting
place." He acknowledged the difficulty of providing means
during the present warlike times, but "if no other means can
be found but those enjoyed in Stockholm by the actors and
actresses," he thinks they ought to be employed to help the
distressed town. All the rest he leaves to the Princess to
care for. This letter was signed: "J esper Swedberg, an affiicted
pastor and servant of the Church." Four days after this he
received his appointment as Bishop.
Swedberg did not share the apprehensions which most
of his order entertained, when they saw "the young lion" beginning his pranks, after the death of the old King. His own
open and frank nature did not miscalculate, when he hoped
to obtain a hearing from the famous hero-son, who himself
possessed these qualities in so eminent a degree. Tllis appeared even in the year 1699, in a matter which concerned
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the clergy. A proposition had been made in the Diet of 1698,
that in addition to the extraordinary tax of one-tenth of
their income, which had been imposed upon the clergy,
another tenth of that which had already been reduced, should
be paid to the crown. The clergy of the archbishopric sent
in their complaints to the Chapter in Upsal. Old Svebilius
thought it was very unseasonable to inconvenience His :Majesty
at present, while he was so much occupied with his warlike
preparations. The clergy ought to forbear, and wait until
"God granted better times." Swedberg objected, that if the
clergy were "Tong in their desire for relief and release, their
error ought to be pointed out; but if they were right, it was
the duty of the Chapter, as the natural advocate of the clergy,
to lay their complaint before the King, while he was still at
home. "If you are so bold," answered the other members of
the"Chapter, "then go yourself." The Archbishop was a pious
but timid man. "Bold I am," answered Swedberg, "whenever
I can do anything belonging to my office, which it is desirable should be done. Give me my commission, and I shall
go, trusting in Gocl." The offer was no sooner made than
accepted. This was in the beginning of 1699. The K_ing
was then in Kungsor. Swedberg journeyed thither, and was
referred to the Exchequer-College in Stockholm. There everything went on well, and the matter was referred to His
:Majesty for settlement. Swedberg then drew up a short petition to the King, and wrote after his name, "Genesis xlvii. 22."
'Vhen the King noticed it, he asked, "What can be the
meaning of this?" Piper answered: "This is probably his symbol."
The passage was then looked up, and read. "Only the land
of the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion
assigned them by Pharaoh, that they should eat (i. e. live
upon) it." "Let the clergy alone," said His l\iajesty, "and let
them have what they have been accustomed to have." This royal
decree was confirmed in 1701. 'Vhen Swedberg, as already
observed, came to Kungsor (it was on Friday), "they were all
fully occupied in getting up the necessary dresses and mummery for a masquerade, which was to be held the next day."
He asked Stromner, the clergyman of the place: "Cannot
your honour preach the masquerade out of the heads of the
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King and his lords?" Stromner ·answered, that he could
not. ""\Veil then," said Swedberg "let me preach." This was
accordingly done; and with his customary zeal he represented
that the present was not the time to engage in such sport, and
that the holiness of the Sabbath did not allow Christians to
take part therein. "I am afraid" he said, "the end will be,
that Sweden will never more forget the many bloody shirts
in which she is clad." There was no masquerade on that
clay, nor on any day afterwards. Swedberg adds, "a zealous
Samuel or Nathan is a sign of the country's welfare, but a
flattering Urijah causes much misery."
"\Ve know that the clergy bore their full share of the
extraonlinary levies which the long Northern war required.
An order had been issued, which was executed with great
severity, by which every pastor was obliged to equip a dragoon, and every curate a foot soldier. It was natural that not
only the clergy, but also the clerical office, should suffer from
this infliction. But this order was given by a IGng who had
an iron will; and to bring about a change in his resolution,
a more than royal power was required. Such power, in a
certain sense, was possessed by Swedberg. He accordingly
summoned his courage, and, calling God to his aid, he
wrote a "very serious and impressive" letter to Charles XII,
who at the time was in Poland, in which he represented to
him in strong terms the oppression under which the clergy labom·ecl. This letter was elated Dec. 21, 1705. At first the
members of the Chapter refused to attach their names to it,
but at length they all signed it, when it was sent to the
King. It was referred by His :l\fajesty from Ravicz in 1706,
to the Defence-commission, who were instructed to take the
complaints of the Consistory into clue consideration, and
make it as easy for the clergy as possible. This relief, however, was not gained, because the other Chapters had neglected to apply to the King at the same time as the Consistory of Skara. Swedberg himself had to suffer for his zeal;
for the Defence- commission insisted on his equipping every
year two dragoons, although, according to a royal order,
all who had suffered from the conflagration in Upsal were
to be exempt. Swedberg bore this without complaint, for
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"charity docs not seek one's own good, but the good of
others."
"On the 21st of l\Iay, 1702, the royal decree came, by
which my unworthy self v:as to become the Bishop of Slmra.
I had never expected this. It was the fourth royal decree
I had received. And with a clear conscience I can declare
before my Goll, who knows e"\'"erything, that I never coveted
this, never opened my mouth, and never stirred a step, still
less gave a farthing, to obtain it. For I hau always been
an enemy of all importuning and bribery." It is thus that
Swedberg speaks of the last important turning-point in his
life. This decree was elated from Prague, near \Varsaw. On
l\Iay 2, 1703, he presided at his disputation for obtaining the
degree of doctor of theology, and on June 1st, he obtained
his diploma during his absence. '~f..1he day after he had
occupieu the chair at his disputation, which was a fast-day,
he delivered his farewell sermon in U psal. At the close of
the service he was installed into the office of bishop by
Benzelius, at the same time as Lars Norrman, who had at
first been appointed his successor as dean of the cathedral of
l'psal, but who was afterwards appointed Bishop of Gottenburg.
On the 6th of July, Swedberg arrived in Brunsbo,
which he called his 'Tusculanwn. Here he hoped "to be
able to do much good." Anu if many, not to say all, bishops
had done half the good which he did, the outcry against the
uselessness of the episcopal office, which is now so frequently
raised, woulu never have been heard. Immediately after his
accession to office he undertook journeys ot visitation, in order
to obtain a lmowleuge of the condition of the Church, such
as every bishop ought to possess. This knowledge he increased by instituting a visitation every year. His duties
as ephorus, or heacl of the gymnasium, he discharged with the
same zeal and care. In this connection also we must mention that he was instrumental in establishing a printing-press
in the cathedral town. There was no apprehension of its not
being fully occupied as long as Swedberg lived; for few
have committed more to the press than he, certainly few
have printecl a greater number of useful and able works.
The report of his activity spread far and wide, and even
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reached the churches on the other side of the ocean. This
requires a separate paragraph, which is the more necessary,
as it ·will make us acquainted with a work, which only in
later years has been appreciated to its full extent in our own
country-namely, missionary work.
Swedberg's attention had been early directe<i to this object. From Edzardi, who was deeply interested in the conversion of the Jews, he had received the information, that in
Stade there was a very ancient endowment, for the purpose
of converting the heathen. The income from Stade, which
was under the Swedish sovereignty, accrued then to the
Swedish crown, and was applied for the purpose of assisting
the nobility in making journeys. As the benefit of this endowment was at the time enjoyed by a worthless person,
Eclzarcli was fully justified in asserting, that "very little use
was then made of it for the purpose of converting the
heathen." A letter from the distressed Swedes in America,
asking for clergymen and good books, arrived in 1690, addressed to the post-master in Gottenburg. He forwarded
the letter to the King. His :Majesty summoned Swedberg
(in 1695 ?) in order to obtain his advice. Swedberg reported
his conversation with Edzardi, representing to the King the
testamentary application of the enclo\\-'1nent in Stade, and
how it was abused. Edzardi proposed that this fund should
be applied to the Jews; Swedberg now proposed that it
should be applied to the conversion of the heathen among
whom the Swedes were living. "Otherwise it will not be easy
for you to give a good account of the administration of this
trust." The King answered: "The means shall be provided,
and they shall have clergymen, God~s Word, and the necessary books-only select for me useful clergymen." :Matters
stood thus, when Swedberg came to Upsal, where he took up
the matter with more zeal. A letter was now sent by the
King to the Archbishop, requesting him to supply the desired clergymen, and stating that the King "would take care
of their journey, and would supply their travelling-expenses."
The Chapter of the cathedral was summoned, and Swedberg
was instructed to select suitable clergymen from among the
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students. In the homiletic exercises, which Swedberg had
among the students, he became acquainted with a candidate,
Anders Rudman, whom he found suitable for the purpose.
Hudman himself looked around for colleagues. Erik Bjork, a
student, was proposed and acceph'd, and by the royal order a
third, Jonas L nren, was appointed. These were ordained into
the ministry at Upsal, and were supplied by the King himself
with the necessary funds for travelling. Bjork ·laboured indefatigably for sixteen years in America. The English society
De promovenda fide cln-istiana apud gentiles et Jzulreos (for the
promotion of the Christian faith among gentiles and Jews),
ofl'ered His "Thiajesty their thanks for his Christian care, and
in 1712, received Swedberg as one of their members. This
trust he administered for the future with all possible zeal ancl
self-sacritice, so that he kept up an extensive correspondence
with the American Church, whose Bishop he became; nor did
he withhold from them severe words when they required it.
It may be said that the Swedish-Lutheran missionary stations
were in a flourishing condition, as long as he was at their
head. This mission was continued until 1785, when the Swedish government withdrew their aid.
The attention which the above-named society in England
paid to Swedberg, was due also to his episcopal care over the
Swedish churches in Lisbon and London. The Swedish consul
in the latter place, J oach. de Besche, had made an application
to him similar to that of the Church in America. The consul's request was complied with, and a very worthy clergyman,
:l\lagister Silvius, was sent there. The Swedish Church in London elected Swedberg as its Bishop in 17~5.
Reverses and oppression alternated uninterruptedly in
Swedberg's life with successes and distinctions. He had often
to endure, with the clergy, persecutions and sufferings. At
one time he had to defend them against the arrogance of the
governor of the province, who complained of the manner in
which they discharged their duties. In the year 1712, the
Bishop's seat in Brnnsho was burnt clown; "in the course
of two hours the barns and out-houses with all their contents
were reduced to ashes," and all Swedberg's hooks and manuscripts
were destroyed. In this affiiction also he poured out his
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sorrow in a letter to Queen Ulrica Eleonora. Herein he
said, "I a~knowledge sorrowfully my sins, which have provoked
the wrath of God; · I am thankful, however, that I am able
to bear it with such good courage.'' Quite characteristic
are the following remarks: "The fire had reached my study,
which was in one blaze when we came up; all my books and
manuscripts were consumed. But what was wonderful, Johannes
Arndt's "Gard~n of Paradise," and my own "Exercises in the
Catechism," were found lying in the ashes, with their binding
only partially burnt; from which I conclude, that God did
not altogether reject my insignificant work, and I am therefore
cheered to labour on as before, according to the measure of
grace with which I am endowed. I also saved my little pocket
Bible, which I had had constantly with me for forty-four years,
and which to me was worth as much as a hundred volumes." He
found "his heart much relieved", by the permission he received
to write about his affairs to her :Majesty. Ko less characteristic is the close of the letter, from which we quote the follmving: "I had also ready a tract about the Nortlzern Lion, on
the basis of a dream, which a councillor in Schmalkalden hatl
on this subject in 1526. In his vision he saw everything that
has .hitherto occurred to our gracious King, and he promised
a good and blessed result for all Christendom, a result, in fact~.
by which not only the Turks, but also the heathen and the
Jews, would be converted to Jesus. If God grant me life
and grace I shall work up this vision a second time." The
letter was written on the estate of Ranacker, whither Swedberg removed after the conflagration. Bnmsbo was re-built
the same year more splendidly than before. Over the gateway
he placed the following words: Therefore now let it pleasethee to bless tlze house of tl1y servant. 2 Samuel vii. 29.
Swedberg was singularly unfortunate in being visited by
fires. He did not, so far as we can learn, experience any
private losses from the great fire which raged at Skara in 1710;
but it caused him great sorrow and anxiety, because the new
building of the gymnasium was totally destroyed, and it interfered very materially with the restoration of the cathedral.
That this was accomplished within five years, was, according
to Gezelius, entirely clue to Swedberg's "industry and zeal."
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In 1730 he was again visited by fire, by which, as in 1712,
he lost everything he possessed. This time the effect upon
him was unmistakable, inasmuch as it affected his health.
But we have now to record some reverses of a different kind,
by which his patience, and at the same time his energy, were
severely tried.
\Vhen Swedberg at the beginning of 1718 sought an
audience of the l{ing, who at the time was residing in Lund, the
report was circulatetl that he not only was denied admittance
to the royal presence, but also received an answer from one
of the King's servants, which he took so much to heart, that
he died in consequence. This report was spread orally and
by writing. But Swedberg had not only gained admittance, but
the King had also enjoyed his conversation so much, that he
had invited him to cline at the royal table. His principal business
was to have the salaries of the schoolmasters raised and the
heavy lmrthens of the clergy reduced. ':rhere was also ''"ith him
a teacher from Skara, :Magister \V ahlberg. :Moreover, he desired
to have a clergyman appointed for America, in the place of
Prost Sandel, who on his representation received the pastorate
of Hedemora, which he himself in his younger days had refused;
aiHl besides, he had to report the "miserable comluct" of an
obstinate clergyman, who was unwilling to be ruled by the
Consistory. Altogether, he remarked, his journey was by no
means "a pleasure-trip." He arrived in Lund on Satun1ay, am1
was joyfully welcomed by Bishop Liunerius and his devoted
wife, the daughter of Svebilius, at whose house he received
lJOth "board and lodging." Next day, immediately after the
morning service, he paid his respects to the IGng. His :l\Iajesty
came out at once, and held out his hand, saying, "You are
not at all changed since I saw you last, only your hair has
turned very grey." Swedberg added, "the address which I
haJ. prepared for the occasion was consequently cut short,
and no compliments were exchanged." He described afterwards, how not a word was spoken at the King's tal>le, how
the King ate quickly, and "how he drank water very freely,
no matter how rich the various c1ishes;" further, how upon the
King's command "he had to <lrillk his own welcome in a goblet.
of ~}.ntnish wine," at which he observed "that such heiug the
9*
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case, it was difficult for him to become ill or to die with
chagrin and disappointment, everything being so very delightful."
After dinner he was called in, and "talked with the King
respecting faith," when Swedberg remarked that many contented
themselves with the first and second paragraphs of the "great
faith" (stor-tron), but that they would have nothing to do with
the third paragraph, with "sanctification and a holy life." In
such a strain Swedberg "discoursed for a long time, and very
frankly." On the following Sunday he preached. "'On the
same day after the afternoon-service, I was admitted again
into the King's private room. There the Crown-prince entreated the King, that I might be allowed to keep my coach;
for about this time the King had summoned all the men-servants in the kingdom to be dragoons and soldiers, and among
them my servants also. The King did not answer, and it was
vain to beg and entreat for it." Swedberg thereupon began
to speak frankly and openly on some serious matters, especially
about the burdens which were laid upon the ·clergy, who
suffered most about this time.
It is wonderful in how many things Swedberg was in advance
of his age, and even partly of ours. For instance, he regarded
the pillory as a scandal; he thought that it promoted rather
than checked sin; and yet this scandal was continued among
us for more than a century and a half afterwards. Who enforced the observance of the Sabbath more than he? Moreover,
he expressed his ideas on this subject with a freedom and
frankness which, under any other government than that of
the two Charleses, might have had serious consequences. The
doctrine of expediency seemed to have in him its greatest
opponent, and yet he expressed some thoughts with regard to
marriage, from which it appears as if he favoured such a
doctrine. In his efforts for the purity of the Swedish language
he was such a radical, that even in this matter he was opposed
by the champions of the aristocracy. All these subjects came
up during his stay in Lund, and he expressed himself concerning
them in such a peculiar and characteristic manner, that we
cannot refrain from quoting his own words.
"Another Sunday," he said, "I again dined at the royal
table. Even then I did not notice anything unfavourable, but
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on the contrary everything was gentle, gracious, and pleasant.
I then asked leave to go to :Malmo, and talk to Esther
Jonsdotter, and the daughter of the clergyman in Bara parish,
who was possessed." His l\Iajesty then said: "Esther Jonsdotter
allowed a cavalry soldier to act badly towards her, who,
while she nursed him, caused her to be with child; this was
not acting properly. I answered: "l\farriage is a holy ordinance
of God. If two persons who have arrived at the age of
discretion [som n{da sig sjeijva], agree to marry one another,
then this is a marriage in the sight of God, and results in
pregnancy. But the bans and the consecration by the priest
are for the sake of decency, and these are ordinances of men.
On this account I shall go to l\lalmo."
''Afterwards I came back to Lund, when I humbly waited
upon the King again, and reported the result of my journey,
and how I had spoken with the two women, remarking that
in the parsonage of Bara there were sad and fearful sins."
""\Vhat kind of sins?" asked the King. "To reveal them,"
I answered, "would cost this," pointing to my head. A short
time afterwards I again presented myself before the J{ing, on
account of my chief errand concerning the compensation of the
clergy, and the permission that they might retain their servants.
The King then commenced speaking with me about our
Swedish language, a subject which was introduced by my
"Shibboleth," which the King had daily upon his table. His
:l\Iajesty evinced great interest in this subject, and insisted
that all foreign words ought to be eschewed, and that the
Swedish language ought to he spoken and written in its
purity. He asked, " Do they talk Swedish in France? "\Vhy
then should we talk French in Sweden?" I said that
my "Shibboleth" had been opposed by the Vice-president,
Dr. Urban Hjiirne, and that I had heard he had written and
published a book against it, in which he was very personal,
but that I had not yet seen it. rrhe King then went into
his private room, and showed me HjH.rne's book, stitched
and printed to page 152. I then said: "I shall go before the
University here in Lull(l with my "Shibboleth," prepared to
controvert any one who chooses to come and oppose anything written therein, and we shall then see whether anything
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contained in it can be disproved." "Yes, yes, do that," said
the King, who seemed • pleased with the idea. The King
finally lent me his copy of Hjarne's book with a good deal
of ceremony. A few days afterwards, in the morning, I
returned into His :l\Iajesty's hands the book of Hjarne, observing that no one had such an unsteady and confused style
as he exhibited in this treatise. If it depended upon him,
our noble language would be completely spoiled; this I shall
prove in the proper place. His book too is filled with
personal and scurrilous remarks, which are altogether forbidden
in the royal orders and laws; I expressed my astonishment,
that the Censor should have allowed such a book to pass.
All this I had written on half a sheet, and fastened it in
the beginning of the book. A distinguished gentleman who
was present observed, that the book would have been more
scandalous if the Censor had not remonstrated; moreoYer it
was not quite finished. I then took my humble leave, His
:l\Iajesty being very gracious, shaking my hand, and wishing
me a safe journey."
The favour with which Swedberg was regarded by the two
Kings, was, if possible, greater with Queen Ulrica Eleonora.
He had corresponded with her while she was Princess, and
the correspondence was continued after she was raised to
the throne. But the great confidence on the one hand engendered suspicion on the other. Notwithstanding his liberal
Yiews in general, Swedberg was a royalist in a sense that no one
need to blush for; but if this constituted a virtue while such
Kings as Charles XI and Charles XII sat upon the throne, it
became a great fault in the eyes of many, after the sceptre had
passed into the hands of Ulrica Eleonora. He was suspected of
attempting to sow discord between her and the Diet which
assembled for the memorable session of 1719. These suspicions became more and more audible. That they troubled
very much the heart of the aged and honourable man, appears
from a defence which he wrote to the members of the Diet1
and from a letter to the Queen, which were elated respectively the 4th and 26th of April, of the same year. In his
defence he declared that " as long as Psalms xvii and
xx.vii stood in the Psalm book, no one, however great and
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powerful he imagined himself to be, would dare to touch n.
hair of his head." This treatment of him 1 he said, was
not begun yesterday, or the day before yesterday, but long
since, at least thirty years ago. He then alluded to several
persecutions he had had to suffer, but which could not prevent
l1is preferment, and at the close he burst out in these
sublime words: "At least I know that my angel has received
a command from God to have in readiness a crown, which
he will place upon my head, when I depart hence, and enter
into God's kingdom. l\Ieanwhile I shall sit down in my
honourable place with greater courage, joy, and renown, if
possible, than before."
In his letter to the Queen he recalled to her mind what he
had told her orally, when she succeeded to the throne, about
some remarks which her father, Charles XI, had made to him,
not long before his death: "I have now reigned in Sweden
twenty-three years," he said; "when I first became IGng, I
had faith in all men, now I have faith in none;" whereupon
Swedberg answered, "To have faith in all men is not well,
for there are many wicked persons among them." The I~ing
said, "1'hey are far too many." Swedberg resumed, "But to
have faith in none, is not well either; for there are still honest
and well-disposed men left;" upon which the King observed,
".Now it is too late." This incident, which Swedberg had mentioned to Charles XII, he communicated also to the Queen
"·ith an admonition, to test those to whose counsel she entrusted herself; and this remark it was, which had been explained to Swedberg's injury.
The opposition to Swedberg had, however, still deeper root.
The powerful order of the nobility coulduot forget the severity
with which he chastised their pride and their desire for orders
and distinctions, and their shameful abuse of the rights of
patronage which were in their hands. "rrhis it was," says
Swedberg, ''which made me unpleasant in their eyes, and which
made them hate me in their hearts." If he had not been
protected hy those highest in power, they would long before
this have endeavoured "to remove anJ kill" him. But certainly
it was not with the view of assuaging the wrath of his enemies,
that he at the Diet publicly upbraided them with their love
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of rule ; and that with more courage and fervour than Archbishop Steuchius, who was put clown by them, he declared in
the name of the clergy, that they could not on any account
consider themselves justified in depriving royalty of that power
with which God in His "\Vorcl had invested Kings; for no King
in the whole Sacred Scripture had ever such a limited power
as they proposed to assign to the Queen. "If the royal
power is so reduced, I shall be turned from one college to
another, from one hole to another, and shall have to wait a
whole year before I receive an answer. In Skara, in the Consistory, I have much more power among its members. We
ought to be very careful not to tie the hands of royalty so
tightly, that it will one day break these bonds, and restore a,
despotism." The truth of this expression of Swedberg was
proved by the revolution in 1772; but the men of 1719 were
unwilling to see it. "This language did not sound well in the
ears of those who desired to become Kings themselves, and
to over-ride the IGng." Swedberg was excluded from the
private committee, of which he had been a member, and
compelled to return home two months before the close of
the Diet. It is not to be wondered at that he was unwilling
to appear at the Diet next year. He was too much of a
genuine priest to care for the debates in the Diet. He
would, too, have been very much 1)leased, if he had been
allowed to stay away from the Diet in 1723 ; for then he had
even more to fear from party hatred. But the King and Queen
persuaded him to come, promising to protect him. He came,
and saw, but conquered as little as he had clone the time
before. But if he was unable to contribute as much as in
former times towards the welfare of the country, still he did
all that he could. His views and his words found an echo in
the House of the Peasants.
"\Vhen the constitution of I 720 was to be established,
as the "pillar upon which Sweden's welfare should rest,"
a peasant of Dalecarlia, and another of Swedberg's former
parishioners at Ving:\ker, rose, and said with much zeal:
"God preserve us from such a pillar as this, for it is a frail
one. No, God's Word and the ancient laws of S"leden are
our safest pillar, upon which Sweden's welfare rests; with
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these we have fared well for many years. Away, away with
such a pillar as they wish to introduce now; upon this we
can builJ. nothing that will not fall down again." Swedberg
defended them.
He well knew what apprehension there was of a rising of
the Dalecarlians, in which case "'they would have had a different
kind of Diet." But this apprehension he endeavoured as much
as possiLle to allay. Both the representatives from the people,•
as a reward for their frank speech, were imprisoned, and fed on
bread and water. If the Diet could have dared to carry out
their wishes, Swedberg would have been obliged to keep them
company. This was the last Diet he attended.
\Vhatever judgment may be formed of Swedberg's greatest weakness, that of opposing the limitation of the royal
power; it must he admittell that he acted in perfect agreement
with his convictions; although he must have known what a
hypocrite Ulrica Eleonora was, and how weak a prince she
had for her husLand. It was consequently the regal office
itself, regarded from a theocratic. point of view, which he considered as holy, however unworthy the royal persons themselves
might be. It certainly was not "'despotism" which he contended
for; for he openly acknowledged this to be injurious, and maintained that "he who should attempt to introduce it again ought
to be punished." It was only the extreme limitation of the
royal power which he considered dangerous.
The period of the absolute monarchy. in Sweden had been
brought to an end, whilst in the Church there was a transition
from one epoch to another; the former of which was callell by a
welllmowu author the epoch or period of symbolics, alHl the
latter that of pietism. SwedLerg was one of those who contributed
most powerfully to the change, which was hastened by the despotism exercised by symbolics, a despotism worse than that inherent in an absolute monarchy. Even 'vhen he removed, as an
academical teacher, to U psal, he was known as, or rather
was supposed to be, a friend of pietism, and this suspicion
caused the defeat of the psalm hook. But if he is to be
looked upon as a representative of pietism in Sweden, it must
be admitted that this schism was much better than its reputation. Suspicion fell upon the pietists chiefly from their
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holding their meetings in private. Public attention was especially drawn to their practices, because even distinguished
people, as for instance Lieutenant-colonel Cedersparre and
ot \ers, became so much infected with pietism, as to read and
sing psalms in company with their servants and students. Such
a state of things had to be opposed publicly. In the Diet of
1723, already spoken of, severe measures were taken, especially
on account of the private meetings in Sikla, to prevent the
spread of "pietistic practices." Swedberg now considered it
l1is duty to make himself more particularly acquainted with the
occurrences which had been the cause of these complaints. One
clay he accordingly visited a so-called "pietistic prayer-meeting,"
which was held at the house of Chamberlain von \V olcker.
Several came there who had attended the afternoon service,
and they were asked what they had learned from the sermon.
Towards the close Swedberg rose, and said, ''As I am the
only clergyman here, it is my turn now to speak. :Much has
been said about such meetings, and generally the worst. For
this reason I am glad that I have heard and seen for myself
how they are managed. :l\Ioreover I can fully approve of them,
and declare that it would he very desirable for every father
of a family to hold similar meetings in his house." He afterwards directed their attention to what it seemed to him might
give rise to abuses. Especially he combated the opinion, which
some of their friends began to entertain, that an unconverted
teacher could not administer his office with any profit. This
he pointed out as a "dangerous opinion" ; inasmuch as it
might very easily happen that ''a timid person would call in
a priest in order to be absolved of his sins, and that afterwards doubts might arise in his mind whether this absolution
had been efficient, because the clergyman had not been converted; for a ducat does not lose any of its value, even
though an unclean hand should present it, nor does a medicine
lose its power, even though the physician should not have
experienced conversion." The experience which Swedberg
gathered here with his own eyes and ears, he took with him,
and l1e used it in witnessing concerning it in the Consistory
of the land. Pietism also was dealt with much more leniently
at that meeting of the Diet, than at subsequent ones. \Vith

Doc. 10.]

BISIIOP JESPER S H~EDBERG.

139

regard to his further relations to pietism, Swedberg had already expressed himself respecting it in these words: "l have
never indulged in reading pietistic writings, as I have never felt
called upon to do so. I had nothing to do with the pietists,
hut very much with the unpietists, and indeed with a great
number of them. I therefore can neither condemn nor defmHl
them. But this I shall affirm, '.May God grant us all to
be true pietists, such as Paul and Peter 1.lescribe them.'
.Argwnenta ad homines were not wanting, by which pietism
profited. Swedberg related concerning Dr. Edzberg, a member
of the Diet, who was sitting with certain others at a table,
on which lay several sheets of Scriver's "Treasure of the
Soul" (8eelensdwtz), which had recently been translated into
~wedish. Edzherg declaimed with much violence against this
hook, as heing poisoned "'ith the principles of pietism. But
this same Doctor proved very clearly the purity of his own
orthodoxy, by intoxicating himself nearly every· clay with spirits
of "·ine, and being usually found upon a curb-stone in some
by-street, where he slept off the effects ot his intemperance.
He excused himself on the plea that his severe tooth-ache had
to he cured by W]_Uct vitre.
'\Vhat we have hitherto stated concerning Swedberg does
not militate against the opinion which we now express, that
l1is life was a ".Pastoral-theologie in Beispielen," i. e. a pastoral
theology in examples. At Brunner's death-bed he had expressed
a wish, that a double portion of that pious man's spirit might
rest upon him. This wish seemed to be fulfilled in much more
than a llouble measure. He remembered especially the importance Brunner attached to a pure and lauful office or calling,
outside of which nothing ought to be undertaken, but in which
everything ought to be done with the utmost care all(l exactness.
fSwetlberg could bear witness respecting himself, that during
twenty-six years he had never neglected to attend public worship,
hut had indefatigably preachecl from the gospels aud epistles,
had held confessions, "read with his curates," &c. He followed
and recommended the simple analytical mode of preaching,
"·here the sermons tlowed without nuy straining or forcing
from the text; for, saicl he, "then God recoguizes again His
own '\Y ord." For au estimate of Swedberg's style of preaching
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we direct the reader to "Sweden's Literature" (Sveriges Skona
Litterat?tr) 2nd edit., Vol. I, p. 265. The examinations in the catechism he always held himself. "A bishop, clean, or rector," he
says, "ought not to consider himself too good for these exercises,
and ought not to leave them to the curates, as is done in
so many places." Such examinations on Sunday afternoons,
he sometimes held for three hours, being assured "that more
good is done by them, than by artistic preaching." He does
not seem to have had profound philosophic views in theology,
but with those he clicl possess, he operated more deeply and
profoundly than a mere philosophic or doctrinal theology is
able to do. "Tlzeologia rrealis" was of more importance for
him than "theologia verbalis;" inasmuch as the latter without
the former was in his eyes almost equivalent to nothing.
"Faith of the head" (lljarne tron, i. e. brain faith) and "clevil's
faith" with him were synonymous expressions, while he called
the usual faith'in his own terminology the "great faith" (Stortron). That the episcopal office is a goocl office he understood
negatively in the following manner: "This office is not administered by sitting in the Cathedral-chapter, and letting
others bow before one; by ordaining and installing clergymen, by delivering funeral sermons for good pay, by going
round and visiting, from which benefit is derived again,
and by which sons and sons-in-law are advanced in the world."
A very characteristic occurrence illustrating this, Swedberg
relates in the follo·wing manner. 'Vhile at the Diet (1723 ?)
the Queen asked after his wife and children. He answered,
"One daughter I have with me, and her husband, )!agister
Unge, a member of the House of Nobles. \Vill you grant
them the favour of humbly waiting upon you ?'~-"Very willingly." They went with me to the castle. The Queen asked,
whether he was a vicar or pastor? I answered, "He is my
curate." "A curate?" "Yes, it is his misfortune to be my
son-in-law. Otherwise he would have long ago obtained a
good living. Bishops generally advance their own. And
yet he is a learned and able man, and has travelled much."
The Queen asked whether there was not a good living vacant.
I answered, "'Vanga." This was at once promised to Unge.
"Better hear him preach first, so that Your .Majesty may be
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able to judge of his talents," said Swedberg. This was accordiiJgly done. The decree of appointment followed at once,
with the promise of a better pastorate as soon as there should
be a vacancy. The least savour of simony or nepotism
was an abomination to Swedberg. On this subject he said,
":\Iy greatest difficulty consisted in filling the pastorates with
able and conscientious men. For, first, the injurious practice
has crept in here, as well as in other places, of thinking that
if any one has finished his course in the university, though
even with mediocrity, he is at once fit to fill some ministerial
office; and the bishop dare not refuse it to him, especially if
he be asked by some priest who has a marriageable daughter.
So also I have suffered greatly for not promoting clergymen at the command of some high lord, or at the wish
and desire of their ladies; so that I scarcely ever make
an appointment without creating some hostility. As soon as
there is a vacancy, at once his lordship or her ladyship,
the count or countess, the general, colonel, councillor of war,
or governor, and I know not who else, desire to have their
pets promoted." From such a cause he incurred the displeasure of Governor Sparfelt. \Vhere there were two or more
able and worthy applicants, Swedberg proposed the plan of
casting lots according to the usage of the Apostolic Church.
He himself was so far from being possessed with the desire
of acquisition and avarice, that even after he was made bishop, he had not yet read the regulations about tithes and
other emoluments. \Vhatever people gave voluntarily he
accepted thankfully, but he never demanded anything. And
much less did he appeal to the help of the magistrate to
levy his dues; nor did he report delinquents. He did not
break his bishop's crook over those who refused to give
what he did not seek after; yet 4e took occasion to remind himself and others of the proverb in general currency;
"There is no end to the mercy of God, and the covetousness
of priests." In the other rela~ions of his office he ohserved
the greatest exactness. \V e quote his own words, "I have
never refused or denied any one his right. I have willingly
undertaken and helped forward, and carried out, the cause of
the poor and the oppressed. I have loved, honoured and
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assisted the pious, honest, and simple. No one, however
humble his station in life, however poor and simple he may
have been, have I ever suffered to stand out of doors and
wait for me, but I have asked him to come in at once, and
receive his answer and explanation. At the very next meeting
of the Chapter at the cathedral the case of each was taken
up. For we have not been endowed by the l\Iost High
with such an office, to parade it, and let other people bow
before us, and to procrastinate their business without a willing and friendly hearing and help." Swedberg published also
many excellent regulations for the care of the poor, and the
stopping of mendicity. During the famine of 1697-98, his love
of the neighbour was unceasingly active in providing for the
wants of the needy.
It would not be easy to point out any public official who
displayed greater practical usefulness than Swedberg. And
yet he studied and wrote so much, that even in this respect
it would be difficult to find any one who equalled him. He
understood in a high degree the art of husbanding time. "I
do not believe," says he, "that any one has ever been so
economical with his money as I have been with my time."
Among his writings those that exhibit his merits regarding the
Swedish language, espeeially his Schiuboletl1, have excited the
greatest interest. According to the Swedish :Mercury, his
"Schibboleth," or "The Culture and Correctness of the Swedish
Language" (published with a Royal privilege in Skara, 1716,
in 4to)-"a work which cost him many years' hard study,"
would have contributed much to the purity and regularity of
the Swedish language, if he had not spoiled his good purpose in
two ways. The first of these, by which, according to the :l\Iercury,
he made his work "unpalatable and unpopular," was his orthography, and his introducing into it much "simply for effect
and for causing ridicule," and secondly, by his insisting that
the language ought to be instituted according to the orthography which prevailed "during Gustavus I's rule," and also
that the Swedish language ought to he written "with its
correct cases, genders, persons, &c.; in one word that it ought
to be like the Swedish of the Bible. Yet, nevertheless, and
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in spite of the complaints Swedberg had to hear from Hj~irne
and others on account of his orthography, his merits in promoting the "eulture and correctness" of our mother-tougue cannot
be deuied, and his writings scarcely bear a trace of the passion
preYailing at his time, of introducing words fi·om foreign languages.
In the titles of his books he liked to play upon words and
to use alliteration, c. g. "Uugdornsregel och i'tlderdomspegel"
(the rule of youth, and the mirror of old age), "Cas a pauperwn et Gaza divitwn" (the house of the poor awl the treasure
of the rich). He even composed school- books. 'Yhen he
wrote to Bishop Spegel in 1707, to whose criticism he suhjected his learned works, he had in the press at Skara a "ceutentiarurn liber" (a book of sentences) in six divisions, prcpa.rvd for schools awl the gymnasia, in such a manner that hy
meaus of it Latin, Greek, and also some Hebrew could he
learned pleasantly and almost playfully; he also encouraged
the scholars by prizes." Greek seems to have been his favourite language, after leaving the university. He wrote so
uninterruptedly, that sometimes the printing 'vas only delayed
for lack of paper; sometimes also because the higher authorities were "exceedingly slow in examining his works, and
granting permission to print them." For his "Biblia parva,"
his small Bible, consisting of the Psalms, Proverbs, Tobit,
Ecclesiastes, Judith awl Sirach, which he undertook "Juring
the time of the late I~ing", he had a "Royal privilege for
nine years, and also freedom from custom dues for 1OOU hales
of paper.'' Among his writings, which are not recorded by
estfm, there are also Rechenberg's "Elements of Ethics and
Politics,'' compiled fi·orn Grotius and Putfenuorf, a useful little
school book for youth, in order to give them a taste for those
matters which are now studied with great im1ustry in the
universities. This work was really to leave the press in
1707. He had also commenced a. work "A Swedish Connnentary on the Bible, after the original Texts," which was destroyell
by the fire in 1712. He afterwards re-comrnencell this practical
commentary on the Bible, which "·e mHlerstaml is preservel1
in the Hoyal Library in Stockholm.
The cheerful and frer1ueutly playful style which Swedherg
employed lwth in his writings aud couYersatiou, 'vas au ex-
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pression of his vivacious temperament. Sometimes, however,
he injured thereby both himself and the good cause which
he advocated. Let us quote two instances in his later years.
In the year 1720 he received from Queen Ulrica Eleonora a
sharp warning, in which she threatened him with her disgrace,
if he should again molest her with such "unseemly and discourteous" writings, in which the respect due from a subject
was not at all observed. In the beginning of 1728 he sent to
King Frederic one ot his many petitions for the benefit of the
Hchools. He first told of his journeys abroad, and what he had
seen and learned there for promoting the welfare of the schools;
how prizes ought to be given freely to the pupils, &c. He
himself had followed this example, and from his own means
had presented the young with "handsome sums of money." But
in order that this work might continue after his death, "a
higher hand was required for this purpose"-"not such a one,"
he adds, "as I made acquaintance with in my younger days,
when everything that I had to learn was driven in salva
venia, per ]Josteriora." This free expression was probably the
cause, why His 1\:Iajesty did not grant the petition, in which
an application was made for an endowment which might yield
fi·om forty to fifty dalers in silver.
Swedberg's style furnishes also a clue to his every- day
life. His fundamental character was serious, yet it was not
that kind of seriousness which considers all manifestation
of joy inadmissible. Like many of the most serious men of
the Church, he delighted in music. By the whispering of the
leaves in the forests and the noise of mill-wheels in the brook,
was he reminded of the "heavenly music," the fundamental
tone of which he found struck in the Book of Revelation. Every
evening usually his good friend Dr. J. Hesselius came, and
played hymns to him upon his violoncello. In this case it
was not the violence of Saul that required to be calmed.
Nevertheless, he, like other mortals, was not perfectly
fi·ee from an inclination to vehemence and anger. A
proof of this is his oft -mentioned judgment about Gortz.
Yet this never lasted so long as to disturb the harmony in
his soul, or let the setting sun find him brooding over
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schemes of revenge against his adversaries. Gentleness was
one of the principal features of his character, even while he
was engaged in announcing most zealously the judgment of sins,
and prophesying to the people and the King the punishment
which will surely overtake ungodliness; it was spw:; xeplluv6fiopo:;,
- thundering love, which lent wings to his speech. According
to his own confession, he willingly followed good advice, aml
loved those who corrected him. He did not disdain occasionally a social glass with his friends, and then always drank
to the health of his adversaries. \Vhen he yielded to the
entreaties of his wife and his friends, and tore himself away
from his writing-table, he always returned to it more fatigued,
"than if he had driven oxen before the plough."
In speaking of Swedberg's theological views and activity,
we cannot refrain from noticing, that his strong faith was
frequently uttered by him in such a manner, that by some it
seemed to border upon superstition. In his first year as
a student at the university, he had such a wonderful dream,
that. he did not know whether he ought not to call it a
revelation. "No human tongue," he says concerning it, "can
pronounce, and no angel can describe, what I then saw and
heard." He relates how in 1673, on the day he preached
in Hoby Church near l.Jund, the third Sunday after Trinity,
there were heard towards evening in the church, which yet
had no organ, loud voices singing hymns. Everybody in
the village heard them. From that time, Swedberg says,
he felt for the worship of God and the priestly. office that
profound veneration which never left him, heing sure that
"God's angels are especially present in this sacred office."
Every year after he had entered that office, he celebrated
this day as a jubilee, and called it "the great sinner·s
great festive day;" even so late as 1727 (?) he celebrated
it by the publication of a hook under that title. He was
profoundly convinced that he had an angelus tutelaris-a
guardian angel. The following occurrence related by him,
may interest even those who feel no interest in the subject
of guardian angels. "God preserved me during the whole of
my student life from had company. l\fy company and my
greatest delight were Gou's holy men 'vho wrote the Bible,
10
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and the many other men who have made themselves wellesteemed in God's Church, and whose names are far spread in
the learned world. God's angel stood by me and said: What
do you read? I answered: I read the Bible, Scriver (whose
"Treasure of the soul" he esteemed above all the gold and silver
in the whole world), Li.itkeman, John Arndt, Kortholt, Grossgebaur, J. Schmidt, and others. The angel said further:
Do you understand what you read in the Bible? I answered:
How can I lmderstand, when there is no one to explain it to
• me? The angel then said: Procure for yourself Geier, J. and
S. Schmidt, Dieterich, Tarnow, Gerhardi, and Crell's Biblical
Concordance. I said: A part of these books I have; the rest
I will provide myself with. The angel further said: Blessed is
he that readeth and they that hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep these things which are written therein (Rev. i, 3). If
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them (John xiii,
17). I sobbed:
0, grant us, God, by thine not known,
To live and act thus ev'ry hour;
Thy spirit help us, prone to sin,
To do as GoLl Himself desires!

And thus he departed from me after he had blessed me, and
I had thanked him most humbly." The following conversation
which he had with Dr. Edzanli at Hamburg is also characteristic of him. Swedberg asked him, in what language we
should speak upon meeting in God's kingdom. Eclzarcli did not
answer. Swedberg continued: "I think it will he in the angels'
As angels talk Swedish in conversing with
language.
Swedes, as they speak German with the Germans, English
with the English, and so forth, I shall some day talk with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in Swedish, and they will answer
me in the same tongue; or else they "·ill talk 'vith me in
Hebrew, and I shall understand them in that language." By
these examples, which might easily be increased, it is easy to
see how the presentiments of Swedberg's faith contributed to
Swedenborg's experience; but it is very easy also to ::;ee how
far the apple fell from the original tree.*

* It appears from this expression that Swedberg's biographer was not
an admirPr of thP- bishop's son, Emanuel Swedcnborg.
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Swedberg's thoughts in these matters were not allowed to
pass altogether unnoticed by those gentlemen, who hau already
scented heretical allll unorthodox notions in his pietistic
sympathies. Infantile faith and faith in angels usually slumber
together in the same cradle. The eldest son of Swedberg
hy his first wife, soon followed his mother to the grave in
H)96. "\Vhen, on his deathbed, he was asked by his father
what he should do in heaven, he answered, among other things:
"I shall pray for my father and mother." Swedberg stored up
this answer in his heart, and he was confirmed thereby in
his faith, that love and the bond of union between the dead
and those who live after them, is not broken by death, without
his in the least encouraging faith in the efficacy of the
mediating prayers of the saints. :Meanwhile he composed, in
the name of his children, an inscription for the to~nh of his wife,
and let the above-mentioned doctrine flow into it. As soon as
this appeared, one of his adversaries "'ent to the J{.ing with
the leaf, and said that the professors in U psal were becoming Catholics, and prayed to the saints. But immediately
afterwards Swedberg came himself, and refuted the accusation.
His refutation had a double meaning. He asked the King
whether His :l\Iajesty did not believe that the late Queen (the
King's mother), now in God's kingdom, was praying for him
and his children. The matter was hushed. But Swedberg
had a great desire to prove publicly, in a rational manner,
his agreement with the doctrine of our church on this point.
He intended also to make this the subject of his disputation
for obtaining his theological degree, but upon the ]{.ing's
remonstrance this was not carried out.
"\V e do not wish, however, to occupy our pages by quoting
the instances of credulity mentioned concerning him in
collections of anecdotes; as for instance this, that one day,
when Swedberg was saying his evening prayer in the church, one
of the sextons went up into the tower and called out: "Swedberg,
to-morrow thou shalt die;" when he is said to have taken this
as a warning from a good spirit, and to have gone home to
set his house in order. \Vhat Swedberg relates himself~ concerning his wonderful ministerial administrations in the case
of melancholy persons, is more worthy of credit. ':elwre
10*

148

SlrEDE:VBORG'S ANCESTRY.

[Doc. 10.

was brought to him one day, on his wife's estate of Starbo, in
the parish of N orrberke, a servant-girl named Kerstin, who
was very "strangely affected, " and who begged of him,
by virtue of his office, to deliver her from her tribulations and
aftiictions. Swedberg prayed with her upon bended knees, and
read with her, when she became "sound and cheerful, and
was altogether freed." Three years afterwards this same
servant-girl came to him to Brunsbo, and desired to serve in
his house. She was accepted. Another girl one day quarrelled
with her; when she became so embittered, that she threatened
to g·o and destroy herself. She went into the drying kiln,
for the purpose of suffocating herself. "Towards two o'clock,"
Swedberg says, ''a feeling of anxiety came over me while
I was sitting in my study, and writing. l\Iy feeling of
anxiety for this Kerstin increased more and more, when
yet there was no cause for such an apprehension, inasmuch
as I did not know what had happened to her. I became
suddenly troubled about her, as if a fire had been kindled in
me. I asked where Kerstin was? They answered, that
no one had seen her, and that she must be in the drying kiln.
The door was locked, and the smoke was issuing from every
hole and chink. After the door had been forced, Kerstin was
found lying on the drying bench. with her face downwards,
and in the thickest smol..e, so that we were almost suffocated. Her arms and legs were stretched out. I called,
I shrieked. No motion, 110 sound. \Ve laid her upon the
bed like a stock. Then I sobbed, and called out with a
loud voice, Kerstin; wake up and arise, in the name of Jesus
Christ! Immediately she became conscious, received life, raised
herself up, and began to talk. Afterwards I strengthened
her ·with God's \V ord, and gave her a good draught of Rhenish
wine; whereupon she went, and followed her occupation."
In another place he continues, "It must have been owing to
this, that a report spread throughout the whole country, yea,
abroad to Holland, England, and other places, in the years
1712 and 1713, that through a little ho.e in a window-pane
I had driven out the devil, who had come to me at Brunsbo
in the form of a cavalier, and spoken with me about the
condition of Sweden, and what course the war would take.
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Ur it might have arisen from the following occurrence, which
is true. 'l1 here wa~ here in Skara, in the parish of Hemla,
a woman who had done a great deal of evil, and who was
to expiate her wicked deeds on the gallows. She would not
confess any of her wicked acts, and refused to be led to death.
At last, after a Ion~ and weary work which the clergy had
with her, she was sent to me to Hruusbo with a guard. I
took her with me into my study, and talketl \Yith her about God's
\V ord in the best and most stirring way I could, awl I succeeded at last, so that she coufessed more and more, and
repented heartily. By virtue of my office I assured her of
forgiveness, &c. The following day she went cheerfully to
meet death. rro God alone be the glory!''
"Sometime afterwards one who was possessed was led
about the country.
\Vhen, one day in summer, we came
out of Asaka church, I saw a great multitude of people
standing all round the church-yard, hut I did not ask why
it was. But after we had returned home, I in(plired of my
sen-ant what it had all been about; when he answered, that
it was one pos3essed, who was led by ten men, and that
when he saw me, he said: 'You grey-headed ol<l man with
~hort hair, you have served me a trick; you have taken a roast
from me, for which I will pay you back.' The possessed said
further, that he had been among those who had followed the
woman that was a siuner, when she was led to Brunsbo, but
that he could not get any further than the door, where he
had to remain (so spoke the unclean spirit, and it was in
winter when this had happened); and 'when she came out again,
l had no longer any power over her, hut I will make you
pay for it.' 'l1 he payment was probably this, that he received
permi~sion from God, as he did with .Toh, to destroy by a
vehement fire, in the month of FelJruary in 1712, the mansion
at Brunsho with all my property. fJ1 he fire began about mi(lnight in the same room where the sinning 'voman was converted. But thereby he did not gain much. "God has since
restored me everything doulJle, as he did to Job of yore, and
has given me a much more comfortable house and dwelli11g."
"'As I am showing by these things, how wollllerfully God's
grace has manifested itself through me, I must also relate
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what follows. In the year 1699, whilst I was at Starbo, one
of my servant-girls injured herself very much in the elbow.
The arm swelled, and she had excruciating pain. Nothing
that was clone to her had any effect. For many clays and
nights she had been without rest and without sleep; in
this condition she came to me aboi1t midnight, while I and
my dear wife were lying asleep, and begged me for Christ's
sake to relieve her of this torture, or she would go and
destroy herself. She believed that I could do so, if I was
willing to take her pains in hand here in this room, as soon
as possible." Swedberg did in this case almost the same as he
had clone in that of the first distressed servant-girl. "Dictuw,
factum, i. e., it was said, and clone;" he added, "in a moment
the paroxysms of pain were stilled, and she soon became sound
and healthy again. To God alone be the glory!"
Swedberg was married three times. His statements about
his marriages are hy no means the least characteristic portions
of his autobiography. We shall quote some of them.
His first wife was Sara, daughter of Assessor Albrecht
Behm, of the Royal College of l\Iines. They celebrated their
wedding on Dec. 16, 1683, and she brought him considerable
means, by "·hich he was enabled to undertake his journey
abroad. Of her he relates, "Although she was the daughter
of an Assessor, and had been the wife of the Dean of Upsal,
and possessed great riches, she did not at any time dress
in accordance "·ith her wealth. \Vhen all in those times
wore that sinful and scandalous heaclg·ear called a fontange,
she and her children followed the multitude. But when she
heard that in Gothland a cow had with much pain and torture, and amid pitiful wailings, horne a calf with a fontange,
she took her O\Yll and her daughters' fontanges, and cast
them into the fire, making a vow that neither she nor her
children, as long as they were under her power, should ever
wear them again." By her Swedberg had eight children. She
died J uue 17, 1696.
His second wife was Sara, daughter of Anders Bergius,
the De au (prosten) of N orrberke. She had been married
before to a merchant in Ki:iping called l\lichel Hising, and
afterwards to J. N ordliml the magistrate {ldiradsl1ijfding ).
1
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She died l\farch 3, 1720. Respecting his union with her
Swedberg writes: "On St. Andrews' day, 1697, I celebrated in
a blessed h9ur my wedding with my second dearest wife, Sara
Bergia. I had not heen acc1uainted 'vith her before, and
to my knowledge had never before seen or been near her.
All at once I heard of her devotion, her piety, and her
liberality towards the poor; I also heard that she was well
off in a worldly point of view, that she was good-looking, a.
good housekeeper, and had no chihlren. In short, such a
one as would suit me very well. I wrote to her, and made
her acquainted with my intentions.
She agreed to my
wishes. 1'wo days before the wedding I came to Stockholm,
whither she had also come, according to our agreement, three
days before. I was led into a room, where she was sitting
alone·; but I did not know, nor coultl I have known, that it
was she, for no one had informed me of it. I sat down near
her. \V e talked together a long time ; I conversetl with her
on a great many subjects, as with a totally different person,
or with some one of her acquaintance. At last she asked me:
Professor, what do you think of our bargain? I answered:
\Vhat bargain do you mean? That about which you wrote
to me. \Vhat did I write to you about? I do not know
anything about it. She said, Shall we not be bride and
bridegroom to-morrow ? Is it you? I asked. And thus we
confirmed our friendship by shaking hands, and with a loving
embrace." By her Swedberg had no children. She died
at Skara, ~Iarch 3, 1720. At the close of the year he was
married., for the third time, to Christina Arhusia, daughter
of J oh. Arhusius, the Dean (prost) of Fahlun.
His children were: 1. Albrecht, who died in childhood;
2. Anna, married in 1703 to Archbishop B~. Benzelius; 3. Emanuel, of whom more below; 4. Catharina, married to Dean Unge,
to whom she bore nine children; 5. Daniel, and G. Eliezer, who
died as young men; 7. Hellwig, marriell in 1714 to Lars
Benzelstjerna, who was then Assessor; 8. J espcr 52 , horn 1694.
He travelled to England in onler "to learn navigation;" afterwards to America and to ~ew Swellen, where he was a teacher
for five years in the parish school of Rathkungs-Kihl. He
returned to Sweden in 1724, and married Christina Silfver-
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svard. The events of his life he relates in the dedication,
to Count Diicker, Councillor of State, &c., which precedes the
book, Den sista basun ofver T!Jskland, i. e. "The last trombone
about Germany," Skara 1724; 9. 1\largaretha, married to
Lundstedt, captain of cavalry.
In the year 1719, Bishop Swedberg's wife and children
were ennobled under the name of Sweden borg. The Bishop, returning thanks to the queen, says in his letter of June 4, of
the same year, that he \vas "surprized and pleased," although
he "would willingly have continued in a lower rank." \Ve
cannot therefore say properly with Rhyzelius, that at the Diet
"he procured for llimselj' and his children the rank of nobility,"
and that "it is wrong to talk about a noble bishop, Doctor
Sweden borg."
Swedberg's extended and manifold labours not only presuppose on his part extraordinary industry and vigour, but
also a good old age. He reached his eighty-second year. Of
all the bishops of Skara, after Benedictus the Good, he :filled
this office longest.
His health and his mental faculties
remained unimpaired until 1730. After the conflagration of
that year he began to tremble very much, so that he could
only write 'vith difficulty. His memory also was very much impaired during the last year. But up to the time of his death
his sight was so good, that he never used spectacles. As
early as 1718, he wrote a minute description of the manner
in which he was to be buried. "There shall no ceremony
be made 'vith my body; the nearest magisters and clergymen
shall bear it out of the house for some distance, afterwards
the peasants of the parish; it shall all be done in the day-time,
without any torches or lights. The funeral sermon shall be
preached on the text [from the creed]: 'I believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
flesh, ancl eternal life. Amen;' the choir and the organ shall be
silent, and only the prescribed hymns shall he sung (at the
close 'I know, I shall arise') ; at the dinner for those who
are invited everything shall take place in an honourable manner,
and what is left shall be g~ven to the poor in Asaka and
Skaraka ; the funeral oration, (composed by himself,) shall
be rea<l before the sermon." The Latin oration, with all
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minuti::e, was compose1l by l\Iagister Petrus Hesselius, who
nevertheless departed this life before Swedberg.
Swedberg died .Tuly 26, 1735. The funeral sermon was
delivered by Jacob Beuzelius, Bishop of Gottenburg. He was
buried in the tomb prepared for him in the abbey church of
Varnhem. Over the entrance to the tomb is the following
inscription upon an oval stone:
The resting-place of
Bishop
Doctor .Tesper Swedberg
and his dear 'vife
Fru Sara Sweclenborg.
Anno 1720.
Of his portrait, engraved on copper, there have been
several editions; 1. in Svo, engravecl in Upsal, 1700, by Olof
Thelott; 2. in folio by the same, 1699, with this superscription:
"l\1: r J esper Schwede berg. Denominatus Prmpositus \Vyuiockrensis et Professor '~rheologi::e Ordinarius Upsaliensis" (i. e.
Rector of \Ving:1ker, and ordinary professor of Theology in
Upsal); "·ith verses in Swedish and German; 3. in folio engraved at Leipzig by J olum Ch. Boecklin. It has the same
Swedish and German verses with this inscription: "Jesper Swedberg S. Theol. Doctor et Episcopus Scarensis antehac Theol.
Professor primarius et Pastor Upsaliensis."
(Below is written:)
u Hcec

erat in mediis facies illresa favillis

Own dljlagravit, nocte jhwnte, domus,

Sic quoque post ignes, Genitor, tuw famrr, supremos
Postqne 1·ogos, vivet nomen anwrq_ne 'Pui/'

(This portrait lay in the mitlst of the burning ashes unhurt,
\Vheu at night the paternal mansion was consumed:
So also thy name and loving remembrance, 0 father,
Shall survive the funeral pile and the raging flames.)
This last mentioned inscription is by Emanuel Swedenborg, and commemorates the wonderful preservation of the
copper-plate with the hishop's portrait, in the fire which destroyed Brunsbo in 1712. Swedberg himself speaks of this (in

154

STrEDENBORG'S AKCESTRY.

[Doc. 10.

his preface to his Catechism): "There was also found in the
ashes my portrait upon a copper-plate, which was uninjured,
being only blackened a little by the smoke. When yet in the
ante-room a copper kettle which had been full of water was
melted."
Among the testimonies in favour of Swedberg we may mention
that given by a "trustworthy author," who says, that he was
"a man, 'vho if he had lived a few hundred years earlier,
might have increased the number of Swedish saints, and
whose learning, industry, exemplary life, good intentions, and
zeal for God's glory deserve to be venerated even by a more
enlightened century." And if any one should maintain, that,
in episcopal worth, Swedberg stands foremost among the
prelates of Sweden, this judgment could not be regarcleJ as
too venturous.

DOCU.JIE.J.VT 11.

FIRST LETTER* OF BISI-IOP SvVEDBEHG TO
,JUliAN HUSEN.A.DLEH. 51
[The follO\ving twenty-four letters, which are now published
for the first time, are contained in the "Bergius Collection
of Letters," &c. (Vol. IV, pp. 1-51), which is preserved in
the Liln·ary of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm. Acconliug to the statement of B. Be1·gius, these letters 'vere
copied by him from the originals in the possession of
J. Rosenadler.J
.Noble and most learned Censor,
Dear brother, and good, old friend,
Your favour was duly received, for which accept
my best thanks. I am glad to see that you are constant in
your frienuship for me, and that you will be kind enough
to let me know the criticisms which are made in Stockholm
upon my "Sl1ihholeth," and my sermon before His Royal
·Majesty in Lund; also the criticisms which are made in other
places, and likewise in Lmul. I can write to you with
much greater freedom, as we have known each other for such
a long time, and are acquainted with each other's modes of
viewing things, and every day habits.
\\'ith respect to the "Shibboleth," I hacl foreseen all,
especially alJOut Vice President Hjiirne,53 with whom I agreed
in almost every thii1g, and who had been my good friend and
brother. The only points on which we could not agree were

* Bergius'

Collection, Vol. IV, pp. 1-5.
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the letter h in jaglz, migh and sliclzt, and using a double letter
to express a single articulate sound; still there was not the
least ill-will between us. Yet I know his disposition very
well, and how, with his immoderate language and judgment,
he spares no one who differs from him, no matter who he
be. I was therefore prepared to hear such things from
him; and for the same reason had defended myself on these
two points in my preface, §§ 15 and 24; where also in § 20
I had deprecated any disputes on this subject. His having in
his late publication heaped abuses upon other honest men, and
especially upon myself, moves me a little, but not much. For
this is clue to his arrogance, in claiming to know everything
about everything, which has always been, and still is, one
of his peculiarities. \Vhen I 'vas gr:tciously ordered by His
:Majesty to appear with my "Shibboleth" before the learned,
and to submit it publicly to their criticisms, every thing went
on well; but a certain Professor of theology made a violent
attack upon the passage at p. 455, "Shame upon you,
(n·et hut) I christen you Andrew," saying, that if he had
been the Censor, he would never have allowed it to be printed.
I let him finish his railing, and then replied to him
mildly, and among other things told him: \Vhen J olm baptized,
he said to the Pharisees and Sadducees, and to the people
that came to him to be baptized, "Ye generation of vipers" &c.
(Matt. iii, 7, Luke iii, 7). Therefore Stigzelius might well say
to Rudheck's wife, who was then a young maid and had given
birth to a child, "Shame upon you (wet hut), I baptize you
Andrew." And if the Professor had then been the Censor, we
should not have had "the gospels of the evangelists :\Iatthew
and Luke." Exception, however, was not so much taken to
this, as to that which was said in the letter respecting the priests,
and the gentlemen and ladies of the nobility. It was also a little
too strong for the priests and nobility of the present day.
There were in Lund many distinguished persons of both these
orders, who wished that my public disputation should be
forbidden, and who endeavoured to prevail upon the King for
that purpose, but in vain. The other professors were much
milder. The disputation lasted from nine till two o'clock;
and every thing went off pleasantly and decorously. No one,
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morever, objected to what I had written about the unnecessary
h, and the douhliug of the vowels, but all agreed with me in
this particular. Un the following day I had to make a full
report of it to His l\Iajesty (for on the day when the disputation took place, it was bitterly cold, so that the King
could not come up, although he had intended to do so, as
he himself told me), and for two hours there was a regular
disputation on the subject between the King and myself, in the
presence of many high gentlernen. Every thing was done
graciously, earnestly, and decorously, so that there was uo
occasion for them to rejoice at my expense: on the contrary,
they were obliged to listen to some wholesome truths, of which
they had been afraid, knowing my habit of uot keeping anything
in the background. But enough of this. The Vice-president's 53
publication the King lent me for a week. I read with
astonishment his abusive language, and how inconsistent and
incorrect he himself was in his orthography. 1 sat down and
answered the whole of it, in a reply amounting to about thirty
sheets. I am letting it rest for the present, until I see the
whole work; but at some future time I will show up his illbreeding. I spoke to His Royall\Iajesty of Hjarne's 53 peculiarity, in not sparing any one, no matter how high his position;
I also put a short essay at the beginning of the book, when I
returned it. His :Majesty is very much interested in our
language, and he will probably appoiut in the universities and
other principal places men whose business it will be to teach
it; not, however, in the violent and irrational manner of Hjarne,
but properly and decorously.
\Vith respect to the sermon, most of the high gentlemen
were displeased with my having said, among other things, that
we have received in the past, are now receiving, all<l shall
receive in the future, the severe punishment of siuners, ou
account of the ungodly life led by us, which is indeed more
ungodly than before the commencement of the war; so that
when we come now to our King, as the people of Israel came
to their Rehoboam, saying; "Thy j(fther made uur yoke
grievous: now, tlwrrfore, 'IJtctke tllon the !J'I'ievous service (d' thy
fatlte'r, and his ltea I'.IJ yoke, ligliter ;" we tleserve the same
answer which they received: ".1.lly little fin!Jer shall be thicker
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than my j'ctther's loins. And now tclwreas my father did lade
yuu ·tcith a heavy yoke, ltcill ad(l to your yoke," &c. (1 Kings,
xii, 4-14). This, you see, was too strong food for them,
"·hich their stomachs could not digest. Afterwards I had an
opportunity of conversing with the King alone on these topics,
and on many others which I do not venture to entrust to paper.
Yet I tempered everything for peace and mercy. The letter
about the .magister and the bailiff in the "'Shibboleth" they [the
courtiers J could not at all endure. But my character has always
been such, in my life, in my sermons, and in my printed works,
that I never concealed a single one of God·s truths, whether it
'"as listened to or not, and "·hether they raged against me. I
have had, and still have, a strong shield in Him whom I serve,
aml I fear nothing, well knowing that they cannot touch even
a hair of my head; still less can they injure my honour, or deprive
me of my goods, without the will and permission of my Lord.
I also follow Paul, and say, "'For do I now preach men, or
God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I
slwuld not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. i, 10). I have
Christ on my side; him I serve. He himself had to hear
them charge him with having a devil, with rebelling against
Cresar; he had to suffer upon the cross, &c.; and he has
said to us, who are right-minded priests, "' lroe unto yon
when all men shall speak well if yon! for so did their
fathers to tl1e frxlse prophets" (Luke vi, 26). I have now
grown so old in my office, and have not yesterday, nor the
day before yesterday, gone up to the King's house for the
first time to preach there, that I require not to read over for
a week what I have to preach and say. The real cause is,
that I have always challenged, and still challenge, the envy
of many, especially of my colleagues. They see ,dmt God has
done and is still doing through me for the good of the Church,
in building it up, and this without my having respect to my
own honour and interest. This they cannot bear. That by
royal command I have the care of the Swedish Churches in
Pennsylvania, that the Church in London in England aml the
one at Lisbon in Portugal are under my superintendence,
you see, galls them. And as I have neither desired nor
applied for this superintendence, but have been commanded to
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take charge of them, I do not wish to resign it.
I know
also that I have more enemies and adversaries than there
are hairs upon my head. I am, however, greatly protiteJ. by
drawing so much nearer to God, and walking more watchfully
in my path of life, &c.
God also, on that account, grants
me to eat my bread with gladness; he grants me to feel
satisfaction in everything I do, so that I can still sleep my six
hours with the greatest tranquillity, and read my Dible with the
greatest delight; He also gives me the grace to feel in myself its truth and power. \Vith God's help I have, during
the last two years, been re-tnt11slating our Swedish Bible from
the original languages, and hope within a month to bring the
work to a close. I.1et men fintl fault and trifle as much as
they choose, I will cling to the wise saying of Solomon,

"Tl1e fear of man bringeth a snare: but 1.clwso putteth his
trust in tlw Lord shall be safe" (Proverbs, xxix, 25). I commend you to the mighty protection of the same Lord, and
remain with satisfaction, ever
Your most dutiful servant, and faithful friend,

J ESPEIWS

SwEDBERG.

Bnmsho, Feb. 28, 1718.

(P. S.] 'Vill you please peruse at your leisure my "Shibboleth," ancllet me kindly know if you have anything to remark.
You ought to propose to yourself to write the history of
our gracious King. 'l_1here is much to write, and no one can
do this so well as you. I had a work ready about the
"Northern Lion," as you may see in the dedication of the
"Shibboleth," in the last paragraph; but it has been burnt.

DOCUJ.lfE1V1' 12.

SECOND LETTER* OF BISHOP S\VEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER. 51
Noble and Respected Censor,
Dear Brother,
As you may rightly judge, I have been compelled to defend my honour from the abuse which Vicepresident Hjarne, 53 has heaped upon me. I have accordingly
sent my Defence, which consists of two parts, to my sonin-law, the Librarian. 6 The first part is devoted to a refutation of his publication, and I shall send you at once
what in justice I have to say about it. The second part
is a criticism on his orthography, with a preface. The first
part I should like to keep backj until his work is completed.
But the second I desire to publish, and the sooner the better.
In it I shall unburden myself before Goll and men of my
answer to the question, whether God allows me to defend
myself when I have been injured by men. .Moreover, as it
is natural for me to do this, and as I am justified in doing
it, I hope and I entreat, that by virtue of your office you
will do me the justice to examine my Defence (the second
part), and permit it to be printed. I have written to the
Librarian, that he compensate you for this trouble. I wish
you joy and happiness at your meeting. Remember me kindly
to my sisters,t and brothers-in-law, and be commended to God.
I remain with satisfaction, always
Your most dutiful servant,
JEsPERus SwEDBERG.

Brunsho, Sept. 2, 1718.

* Bergius'

Collection, Vol. 10. p. 6.
The "sisters" here referred. to are Brita Behm,50 Rosenacller's motherin-law, who was Bishop Sweuberg's sister-in-law, and her daughter Catharina
Swede, sister of Rosenadler's wife. (See Document 18).
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THIRD LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER.
Noble and Learned Censor,
Respected Brother,
I thank you very much for your agreeable
letter. You have not only the liberty but the right to make
any reasonable alteration in the defence of my honour; especially if here and there I have in anything expressed myself
too harshly. But if you consider how impudent an onslaught
has been made on my honour, you cannot wonder at my
using a sharp pen. As soon as you give me permission, I
will publish the second part; but the first part I shall hold
hack until his whole work has appeared. Cannot a grammarian express his thoughts on matters of orthography,
without an attack being made upon his honour? I myself
having kept free from personalities. I hope also that in justice you will not allow him in future to print anything like
his first publication. In speaking of compensation for your
trouble I did not speak in jest, but in real earnest. I shouhl
like to get some information about Superintendentt Brom's
pietistic controversy; will you please to let me know something about it? I also beg you to devote a few hours to
the perusal of my "Shibboleth" for a seconfl time. I am
delighted also to see from your mode of spelling that you do
not employ the unnecessary h in mig, jag, &c., nor double
the vowels unnecessarily. \Vere I so fortunate as to have

* Bergius'
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Collection, Vol. IY, pp. 7, 8.
The Swedish title of an acting Bishop.
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but an hour's time, to compare my arguments with yours, I
am sure we should soon come to an agreement.
'Vill you please to remember me very kindly to your
mother-in-law [Brita Behm50] and the other members of your
family, and also to receive my own kind remembrances?
Emanuel* is at present here, and is seeing part vi of
his "Dredalus" through the press. The day after to-morrow
he will leave for Stromstad, where he says he is always most
kindly received by the King. People in our place are in distress
from want of bread, which cannot be purchased for love or
money, as all the grain has been bought up for the use of the
army; and the little that remains has to be saved for sowing.
God grant that everything may end well! The coinage also
is causing a great deal of confusion.
Remember me kindly to Vice president Hjarne, 53 my good
old friend and familiar brother. I beg him to remember the
hour of death; and to consider that, for the sake of my office,
I am bound to defend my honour. Fama et vita pari passu,
ambulant. (Reputation and life go together). 1\fay God be
gracious to him! Herewith I close. And commending you to
the mighty protection of God, I remain joyfully, forever
Your most faithful and dutiful servant,

J ESPERUS
Brunsbo, Oct. 3, 1718.

* The

Bishop's sou Emanuel Sweclenborg.

SWEDBERG.
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FOURTif LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JUHAN HOSENADLER.
Well-born Secretary,
Dear brother,
I have, together with another good Christian,
agreed to print abroad, in octavo, a Swedish Bible which
may be sold for a claler in silver, certainly not for more than
one and a half; and all this for the sole purpose of spreading a
knowledge of God's \Vorcl. Of this project I spoke in my
humble address to His :Majesty in the "Shibboleth," §. 38. I
am well aware that those who have the privilege of printing the
Swedish Bible are very much opposed to this. But ought not
the honour of God's name, His Holy \V orcl, and that which may
promote the salvation of many souls, to avail more than the
usury of many, derived from the sale of God's \V orcl? I insist
also that our Swedish countrymen in India must rejoice at an
opportunity for letting God's \V onl live plentifully among them.
This our godly proposal I herewith, as in duty bound, make
known to you, that, in virtue of your office, you may submit
it humbly to the Royal College of Chancery; and I beg you
to let me know its favourable answer, or any other it may
choose to give.
Again, as the clergy in India have recently written to me
for an abridgment of my "Godly Exercise in the Catechism,"
I have prepared it. It amounts to about ten sheets. \Vill
you please, on my account, or rather on account of your office,
to submit this also to the Royal College, and obtain a

* Bergius'

Collection, Vol. IV, p. 9.
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favourable answer for it, with the privilege that no one shall
repriut it; the same is at present in the hands of the Theological Faculty for examination and approval. Must it be sent
up afterwards, or may I obtain your kind permission to print
it? I should like to have it ready in time to send it out in
spring. The title is as follows: ''A Godly Catechism for
Children, "for the use of the children in the Swedish Churches
abroad, abridged from the "Godly Exercise in the Catechism"
by Dr. J. Swedberg, Bishop of Skara ; together with a godly
letter to the Swedish clergy in America."
Yale, saluta, et porro fave,
Your most obedient,

J.

SwEDBERG.

Drunsbo, Dec. 1, 1720.
[P. S.J I wish to make a present of this little book, and a
considerable number of the Bibles, to the churches abroad.

DOCU1lfENT 15.

FIFTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER.
\Vell-born Secretary,
1\-Iost honoured Brother,
I thank you most humbly for your own and
my dear sister'st congratulations on my marriage. I hope I
have made a good choice. Shet reached Brunsbo with her
company late on Christmas eve. On the following day, at
one o'clock, my son-in-law, Magister Unge, 5 officiated at the
marriage ceremony ; no strangers being present. On the
following day we had the school-teachers (Lasmestara) to
dinner.

*

t

*

Bergius' Collection, Vol. IV, pp. 10-12.
Brita Behm. See Note 50.
Christina Arrhusia (see Document 9, A, Table II.)
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Thank God, she is a very clever person, so that I couhl
scarcely have fared better. You must follow my example.
Do not wait until it is too late.
"\Vith respect to the printing of the Bible, it is a purely
Christian work, the like of which has never been heard of
before or will be again in Sweden, viz. a beautiful Swedish
Bible to be sold for five marks in silver. The devil, however,
opposes this with all his power, as he did in the time of the
late King Charles XI, when I had obtained permission from
the King to publish at Burchardi's a Swedish Bible with beautiful type and upon good paper for two dalers in silver. "\Vill you
kindly, with the weight of your office, promote such a holy
and such an important work? I intend it chiefly for America.
It is sufficient, then, for me to let the Theological :Faculty
here examine the little work, "A Godly Catechism for Children,"
for the Swedish Churches abroad.
I have a "Complete Swedish Lexicon" ready; the words and
explanations are given in Latin, as Soranus has done heretofore ; quotations are made from the Bible, aml from old Swedish
Looks in general use. l\Iy sou-in-law Doctor Benzelius 6 thinks
very highly of it, and he desires it to appear during my lifetime. I wish to o'Ltain for it the favour of the Royal Chancery,
and of yourself. It is uot one of those things, which are in
danger of being opposed to the regulations of the Chancery,
and the regulations for printing. It will be a legal <JlULrto.
If I could find a good publisher for it, it would be well.
In time there would be a demand for it, and it would
pay for itself. I have also finished: "Casa.~ 1Htupernm et
Gaza divitum." (The poor man's house, and the rich man's
treasure). During the prevalence of the pestilence I wrote
and published my "Thoughts on Death" (Dodztunclaw). I am
now preparing for "Judgment," which is to sound thus:
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, &c. I was an lmngered, thirsty,
naked, &c." (l\Iatt. xxv.) It has been examiued by the
Theological Faculty; I wish you would allow its puhlication.
Both books have been mentioned in the ''Acta Literaria, ''
published in Upsal.
The reason why the Bible is to be printed ahroad, is on
account of the expense being less there. Care will he taken
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to have the proofs read correctly; otherwise we shall gain no
honour by it.
My son, the Assessor,* has come home, and he reports that
old Hjarne 53 cannot digest the pills he has procured for himself.
Let him, in his old age, consider for once, how he has acted,
and endeavour to spare himself and others, by being less abusive.
But should he do so again during my life-time, he shall not
do it without requiring to give an account of himself. God
willing, the orthography of our Swedish language will become
better known thereby, and more settled.
With many kind remembrances from myself, my wife,
Emanuel, and several others present with us, to you, sister
Brita, and sister Caisat, and to the young people; and with
many good wishes for the New Year, and for many others
that may follow, I remain, full of affection and respect,
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J ESPER US

SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Jan. 2, 1720.

DOCU1lfENT 16.

SIXTH LETTER t OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER.
Well-born Secretary,
1\fost honoured Brother,
...... By the :first opportunity I shall send
you my Swedish grammar, which will amount to ten or twelve
sheets, with the request that you may kindly examine it, and allow
it to be printed. I have had many applications for it.
I have been informed that Governor Hjarne 53 has received
permission from the Royal College of Chancery to continue
writing and opposing in print my "Shibboleth," and what I

* Emanuel

Swedenborg.

t Catharina Swede, daughter of Brita Behm Swede, and sister of Rosen·
adler's wife.
t Bergius' Collection, Vol. IV, p. 14.
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wrote in defence of my honour. Yet I hope that you, by
virtue of your office, will not allow him to go on with his
abuse; in other respects I am quite pleased to see it. As one
knife sharpens another, so "a man sharpeneth the countenance
of his friend." (Proverbs, xxvii, 27). 1\ion ut ex silice et
clwlybe ignis, ita ex conjlictu altercantiwn veritas elicitur. (For
as fire is produced by the contact of flint and steel, so truth
is produced by the conflict of those that differ). If you should
haYe anything to say or to emend in the Grammar, I shall
be very much obliged by your mentioning it to me. l\Iy dear
wife and I desire to be remembered to sister Brita, yourself, and your sister. l\Iay God preserve you all! This is
the wish of
Your most dutiful
.T. Sw.
In his letter dated Jan. 23, 1721, Bishop Swedberg asl\:s:
" ...... How is it? \Vhich iron furnace or forge has been
destroyed in Helsingland or near Gefle by the Russians?
Are the heirs of the late Behm to bear this loss?"

DOCUJ.l!ENT 17.

·SEVENTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SvVEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER.
'Vell-born Secretary,
l\lost honoured Brother,
I thank you very much for your favour; I
have no less cause to thank you for your kind and favourable
judgment respecting my simple Swedish Grammar, and for
your offer to have it printed at your own expense. What I
rejoice most at is, that you consider the book of so great
value. It will have such value, if, in your letter permitting
the printing of it, you will, by a few words, render it worthy
.of being read.

* Bcrgius' Collection, Vol. IV,
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On the other hand, however, I make this condition, that
he who superintends the printing of it, should in all parts
preserve my orthography: first, in respect to capital letters,.
in not using them except where needed, as shown in one of
the chapters; secondly, that commas, semicolons, colons, ancl
periods be properly attended to; thirdly, that with respect to
the doubled vowels, and the unnecessary h, he should be very
careful; fourthly, care must be taken not to put d or dhe
instead of t or the, and so forth; and for this purpose the
whole work must be read through twice, yea, three times,
because the orthography is hereby made so very different
from that of others ; fifthly, the quotations must be exactly
printed; and the printer must follow throughout my own
orthography: for in case my manuscript should be copied, I
am afraid the copyist would not be sufficiently careful and
particular. I hope also that my writing is distinct enough.
As for the rest, I hope you will allow me to have some copies
for my good friends, on fine writing paper. But enough of this.
It is very bad that W erner67 should have so much influence as to be able to prevent the good work of printing the
Bible. If the proposal be acceded to, he must promise that the
Bible shall be printed on good paper, from good type, in royal
Svo, for five marks in silver, and that the work shall be done
within a year and a day, he being bound to it by a severe
fine and penalty. His only purpose is to prevent om· good
work, as was done by Keisar in making his estimates in
the time of Charles XI. If we live, we must see that it be
done. I will ·write to-day about it to His 1\Iajesty. It is a
thing unheard of, yea, it is a sin, that such a good purpose
should be defeated.
I understand that some persons have obtained a copy of
1\ir. Hjarne's book against me. I thank God that this does
not interfere with my slumbers.
Please remember me and my wife kindly to sister Brita,
yourself, and all your family. Commending you to God's
mighty protection, I remain forever
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,
JEsPERUS SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, October 20: 1721.

DOCUJ.liE1VT 18.

EIGIITII LETTER* OF BISHOP SvVEDBERG TO
JOH . .\N ROSENADLER.
\Veil-Born Secretary.
.l\Iost honoured brother,
For your honoured letter, and the great trouble
you are taking for me, I thank you very much. If, like many
others, I did not write or work until an opportunity offered, I
should not be so very troublesome to you. Yet I am so much
interested in my subject that I cannot wait, and time and
every hour would seem to me twice as long, unless I did
so at once.
I hope that this impulse comes from God.
The person who is monetarily interested with me in the
printing of the Bible, is beginning to get tired. But I hope
I may succeed in ·so strengthening him, that he may not be
gained over by those by whom I am opposed.
Hei·e are several things which I noticed in the letter from
the College of Chancery: first, that Werner is willing to print
the Bible in ordinary 8vo, in very small type; while we intend
to print it in royal 8vo, in larger type; secondly, that he
charges six marks in silver for his, while we would charge only
five marks; thirdly, he desires to be paid in advance for the
copies intended for America. \V e g·ive our copies away,
without exacting payment in advance. If the College of
Chancery takes this into favourable and just consideration,
\Verner will perhaps abate his terms.
I would answer
\Verner as 1\Ioses answered the servants, "Enviest thou
for my sake? lYouhl God that all the Lord's people tcere
proplwts, awl that tlw Lord tcoulcl put llis spirit upon them.;"
(~umbers xi, 29). Had I the spirit of the prophet Daniel, I should
long ago, by prayer and calling upon God, have brought down

*
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the archangel .Michael, who would have assisted me, and
gained the victory for me (Dan. x). I hope, however, that
what God has purposed, no man '\\'ill be able to prevent.
Blessed is he who is able to fear Him. Will you please to
hold out in this affair? \Vho knows what God will do? You
will receive God's reward in this world, and also in His
kingdom above; and all those also who lend a help in this godly
'vork. I have heard that His :Majesty has graciously assented
to all the other points in behalf of the Americans. But this
one man lJrevents all the others from succeeding.
It is well that you are so kind as to take my Swedish
Grammar under your protection, and I give you my best
thanks for it. \Vhen Rudbeck, 49 however, published his Atlantica, he asked of the reader that he should read his book
ten times through; so also I may pray, that he who '\\Tites
about my Grammar should read it several times through, before setting pen to paper. It is a work that requires
to be done with great exactness. I wonder that the compositor is not able to set the types from my handwriting,
for it is not so very difficult to reacl. Should a u be made
instead of a v; a capital letter for a small letter, or
vice versa; should an h be placed at the end of jag, mig,
an ii for an e, an a for an o, a d for a t or tlz, then I lay
myself open to an attack from my adversary. I asked you
to let me strike off at my own expense some copies for my
good friends, on white paper, after you had kindly written to
me that you would print it at your own expense. Secretary
Bonowskold130 especially is one of my good friends; should I
not mention his name among the names of those to whom the
book is dedicated? I submit this to your good judgment.
I thank you heartily for your kind congratulation. I
return the same with God's best blessing, wishing you a happy
New Year, and many happy returns, for our country's honour
and good, and the joy and profit of your family. I remain
forever
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,
JESPERUS SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Dec. 29, 1721.

Doc. 19.]
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(P. S.] I hear that many are running about with Hjitrne's
book in manuscript, which he 'vrote against my defence of my
honour. They may do so; I enjoy my food and my sleep just
as well. But should a copy fall into my hands, I will not
leave it unanswered.
'Vill you please look round for some printer who would
print the little catechism which is in your charge?
l\Iy dear wife desires to be remembered to you; and I
myself, to sister Catharina Swede. "\Vhen shall we hear of
her being engaged to be married? She must not be too particular, nor be too long in choosing.
I must beg you again to make my grammar acceptable,
by adding a few words to it; should they be no more than
Burgomaster Lagerlof received for his milch-cow. This would
profit my simple work very much. There is no necessity to
write grammars for any other language, as there are as
many as ten for each.

DOCUJJENT 19.

NINTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JUHAN ROSENADLER.
Well-born Secretary.
~lost Honoured Brother,
I thank you very much for your welcome
letter. I thought I had sent you the little Catechism; it
shall be forwarded at once. By the widow of the late
.Akerhjelm I sent a few days ago my Address to the
mountain-district of Fahlun, and to the clergy abroad: this
is the proper copy. You will please make an agreement
with an honest printer, who has good type, as to what I shall
have to pay per sheet. I gave here twelve dalers, during the
time of the paper currency. You will also please to inquire
about the price of paper. ·\Vith respect to the Swedish

* Bergius'
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Grammar, it will be time enough after your return. I have
now wTitten to Bergmaster Benzelstierna8 about his being
present at the division of the inheritance, on behalf of my
sons Emanuel and J esper, 52 so that this important affair may
at last be settled. For· the accomplishment of which may God
grant happiness and his gentle blessing! I have not time now,
on account of the unexpected presence of strangers, to answer
sister Brita. 50 Please remember me and my wife kindly to
her and the heirs.
God grant my adversary 53 a blessed end, which I wish for
him with all my heart. I am under great obligations to him
for writing against me, as it has been the cause of much
enlightenment in respect to our language. I endeavour as much
as possible to prevail upon the pious man, who has become
tired and uneasy in respect to his godly undertaking,
touching the Bible. For this reason I could not answer the
letter of the College of Chancery. In case anything should
be said about this in the College, you will have the kindness
to represent the grounds, of which I spoke in my last, viz.
that Werner insists on having six marks for the ordinary 8vo
in smaller type; while we propose to charge five marks for
royal 8vo in larger type; that it is to be a present for America.
I commend you to God's protection. I remain with clue affection, forever
Your most obedient servant,
JESPERUS SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Jan. 8, 1722.
[P. S.] I am very much troubled that the compositor insists
on having my manuscript copied. W oulcl it not be best for you
to call him and the proof-reader to your house for a short
time, and read with them a few leaves of my copy, and at
the same time give them some instruction how to print it?
As you have received ten talents to trade with, you ought,
for the great honour and gain of our country, to write the
histories of Kings Charles XI and XII. Think of this, when
you have again a sleepless hour at night. Procure for yourself also a good bed-companion. Vale.

DOCU1liENT 20.

TENTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JOI-IAN ROSENADLER.
\Yell-born Secretary,
~lost honoured and dear brother,
I am pleased with every thing. Some things
I have improved. When one letter is too dark, a lighter one
must be put in its place. Periods and commas must be well
attended to. No capital must be put for a small letter, no n
for a v. The proof-reader must study well my grammar; which
Some letter-paper and fine
may seem to many unusual.
'vriting paper must be added. :My gratitude shall not fail you
for the troubl~ you take. I now am sending my little catechism, with the address to the clergy abroad, to Dr. Benzelius6 in Upsal, that he may superintend its printing; he will,
I hope, gain your consent to have it done. If, in your order
permitting the printing of my little grammar, you would be
pleased to pass a favourable judgment upon it, it would add
not a little to its worth.
I am working now with all my might upon my large dictionary or Swedish-Latin lexicon; on which I have been at work
for more than thirty years, and if God grant me life, it will be'
finished without delay. If it see the light of day, language
will be corrected and settled, i. e. if people will allow sense
to govern them.
How goes it with the printing of the Bible? His :Majesty
promises much good, if he he allowed to have his own way.
Such a godly and wholesome undertaking has never been, nor
ever will he, set on foot again in our land. ~rhough Satan is
powerful, yet He who is more powerful will punish him.

* Bergius'
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Nothing must be allowed to interfere with the thought of
your WTiting the history of the late King Charles. If you
\Hite the true history, and do not trouble yourself about what
others may write, these will easily be refuted.
1_\;fy wife and myself desire to assure you and sister Brita,
and your family, of our best respects.
Commending you to God, I remain
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J ESPERUS

SWEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Feb. 27, 1722.

DOCU1liENT 21.
ELEVEN~rH

LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO JOHAN ROSENADLER.

\Vell-born Secretary
1\lost honoured and dear brother,
I hear now that they have at last met for
the purpose of dividing the estate of the late de Behm. t l\Iay
God cause them to agree in their counsels, and not be too particular: for they are such near blood-relations. 1\lore is gained
in the end by giving way a little, than by insisting on the
strictest right. They have not been much troubled about
it; but sister Brita5° has had most of the work to do, which
ought to be honourably acknowledged. If there had been any
other to superintend, there would certainly have been much
less to divide. N. B. The poor ought not to be forgotten on
any consideration.
I do not wish to look forward to anything else, than that
His J.\;lajesty will act nobly with respect to the printing of the
Bible: about which I have written again to His l\fajesty.
If I could have a sheet of my grammar posted to me as
soon as it is printed, it would be well.
"' Bergius' Collection, Vol. IV. p. 30.
See Document 132.
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If I could have one or two leaves of my 1\ISS., where, in
the letter of a father to his sons, who are studying at the
1miversity, he recommends some auctores asceticos, as Herberger,
Scriver, Gerhardi, Scholarn Pietatis, I should like it very much,
as I wish to add something to it.
By a scholar from Skara, travelling to Upsal to the
University, I sent the abridgment of my Catechism, with the
Letter to the Swedish clergy, which according to the regulations
will be submitted for your scrutiny and approval.
Is Justice (lagman) Ulric Fri.ihlich with His 1\fajesty, or
not He accompanied him through the whole country, in the
capacity of Secretary. Will you please to let me know?
If I had your talents, I should certainly leave an immortal
name behind me, by wTiting the History of King Charles XII.
Is there in the Swedish language a history of I~ing John, or
of King Charles X?
\Yith kind remembrances from myself and my wife
to yourself, and to sister Brita and her family, I remain
steadfastly
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,
J ESPER us SwEDBERG.

r

Brunsho, 1\larch 13, 1722.

DOCUIJlENT 22.

_TWELFTH LETTER:f. OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO
JOHAN ROSENADLER.
Well-born Secretary,
1\Iost honoured Brother,
I thank you most heartily for the great trouble
you have taken in examining my humble books. I shall
never forget to manifest my gratitude when opportunity offers.
I am sending now to U psal, and afterwards to you, my
Swedish Lexicon, submitting it to your judgm~nt. Its publication
might be useful. But I have so much to print here in Skara,
that my old age does not suffice for that, and still less for this
Lexicon. I have also ready a Latin-Swedish, and a SwedishLatin Dictionary; which it is very necessary should see the
light. Each of these volumes will make a legal octavo.
Perhaps some printer in Stockholm will take upon himself the
responsibility of printing them. He would soon reimburse himself.
I send back the first sheet of my Swedish Grammar, and
I have asked :Magister Scarin to send me one or two sheets
more, that I may see whether he has adhered to my orthography.
The passages you pointed out, in my letter in the Grammar,
I have taken into consideration and made milder. You employ
your office to correct what ought to be corrected. Two
pair of eyes can see more than one pair, however sharp they
may be. Please recommend the work in your official approval,
as I have asked before.
Remember me and my wife kindly to sister Brita and the
other members of your family.
Commending you to God, I am
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J ESPERUS
Brunsbo, April, 4. 1722.

* Bergius'
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THIRTEENrrH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO tTOH.AN HOSENADLEH.
\Vell-born Secretary,
l\Iost honoured Brother,
I thank you very much for your letter. In
my answer I take up the points in the same order in which
they are treated in your letter.
You will please to send me the abriugment of the Catechism
by 'Magister Enegren, who will journey hither at once in order
to e11ter on his pastorate: for the printing-office in Skara will
soon commence operations again. I hope I may obtain a
mild censure [i. e. an approval by the office of censorship].
\Vho this Bjorckman is, who ventures to print my grammar
at his own expense, I do not know. I did not know otherwise than that you expressed yourself so much in its favour
as to be willing to have it printed at your own expense,
"·hereupon I only made the condition of receiving a few copies
on writing and on printing paper. If this had not been so,
I would have borne the cost. But as matters now stand he
must agree to allow me something considerable for my trouble.
He will make a good thing out of such a rare work.
l\ly son-in-law, Dr. Benzelius 6 of Upsal has long ago received
my larger Swedish Lexicon. As soon as he receives word
from you, he will send it over at once. Besides this I have
ready a smaller Latin-Swedish, and Swedish-Latin dictionary,
the publication of which is quite necessary. Both will make
legal octavo volumes.
It is well that the College of Chancery took in hand
a revolution in the school-regulations. If I might venture to

* Bergius'
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express my simple thoughts on the subject, I should first of
all recommend that the tender youth: after learning the
Catechism, commit to memory the leading passages from
Scripture on all the articles of faith, for which purpose the "Synopsis Biblica" of the late Laurelius may be augmented, and such
passages added as treat of a Christian life. Afterwards the
scholars ought to read my little Compemliolwn Hafennfferi,
which I have published in the Latin and Swedish languages
here at Skara, and. by which the young are very much profited.
l\Iight not Buchananus, Prudentius, and others, be read instead
of Ovid and Virgil? And instead of heathenish Greek books,
the "\Visclom of Sirach and Tobit in the Greek language, together with the New Testament? So that the young, at the same
time they are increasing their knowledge of these languages,
may also grow in the fear of God. One chapter in the Swedish
Bible ought to be read every clay by a lector theologim.
Here at Skara, where we have about 700 boys, scarcely three
bad a Swedish Bible when I came. It is wrong of the
College of Chancery not to assent to my proposition about
the printing of the Bible. No doubt you have had a similar
experience; "'herefore I can express myself with greater freedom,
and say: Crede Ruperta experta.
Governor H.'s 53 book against me will probably be submitted for your examination. God grant he leave out all
abuse; for the rest I am not afraid. I forgot to remark
on the opinion of the College of Chancery on the subject of
language, that no one can invalidate my opinion, that we have
the best grammar in the Bibles of Gustavus I and II,
and in the writings of the same period, and that if any one
is not familiar with these works, he will never be able to
succeed in this matter. If any one abandon these, he upsets
the Bible, the prayers, the usual hymns, and also the la,vs, &c;
and then the confusion will be worse than we have had at
any time. It would be well, if this matter could be postponed until after the appearance of my grammar. This is
the most difficult point in the whole regulation of schools.
And if yon [i. e. the College of ChanceryJ establish rules, if
you order and command in opposition to my grammar, it, not
you, will win, and thus the matter will be settled.

Doc. 24.] BISHOP SHrEDBEBG 1'0 ROSESADLER.
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It is a pity .1\Iajor Schonstrom 47 and his brothers-in-law
are so unreasonable. I expect to hear hetter news about my
son-in-law Assessor Benzelstierna. 8 'These, then, are the
thanks sister Brita50 gets for all her trouble.* If another had
had it in hand, there would be less money to <Juarrel about.
Do not let the matter come before the courts, but only hefore
gooJ men. This is a fat goose to pluck before the courts.
You had better let them have 5000 dalers, if they have the
conscience to take them.
\Vith kind regards to sister, and commending you to God,
I remain
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J.

SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, l\Iay 15, 1722.
[P. S.] If you should meet Secretary Bonoschold/ 30 please
remember me kindly to him, and ask whether no answer will
he given to my application to His l\Iajesty for the free importation of paper?

DOOU1lfE_;.VT 24.

FOURTEEXTH LETTERf OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO JUHAN HOSENADLER.
\Yell-born Secretary,
l\Iost honoured Brother,
\Vhen you wrote me that you would invest in
my little grammar, I was highly pleased with the arrangement,
provided I. might advance the paper for some forty or fifty
copies for my own use; but since l\Ir. Tengmark wrote to me
that the printer Bjorkman wished to have some money in advance for his work, the subject has presented itself in a different
light. It remains settled, then, as you have agreed with him,

* See

t
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that Bjorkman should go on printing this on his own account.
He will no doubt be re-imbursed for his expenses, after the
work is once finished. 1\Iy only stipulation is, that I should
receive forty or fifty copies, as you had promised me before.
As soon as I receive the account for the paper, I shall pay
it most thankfully. I 'vish very much that Bjorkman would
hurry on a little, so that the grammar might appear during
my life-time. If I live to see the 28th of August, I shall
have completed my seventieth year, and according to David's
statement, I must then be· prepared to meet death; inasmuch
as he says that the extent of human life is seventy, and, at the
utmost, eighty years.
I should like to get my little Catechism by some student
travelling hither. The printing-office in Skara "·ill be soon in
order again. I hope for a favourable "censur." I cannot
find a convenient Swedish expression for this word. "Bifall,"
i. e. applause, or assent, is too feeble.
Governor Hjarne's 53 last essay against me has also come
into the hands of many persons down here; by whom it is
sought, copied, and read with avidity. I have not yet seen it.
He is said to have been like himself. It is possible I may
get to print the first part of my answer to his first abusive
publication.
I should like to get a copy of the clever biography of the
late J{:ing Charles XII. Please to remember me kindly to
sister Brita and to the members of both your families. Commending you to God, I remain
Your most dutiful and ohedient servant,
J. Sw·EnBERG..
Brunsbo, June 12, 1722.

DOCU.JJE}..'T 25.

FIFTEENTH LETTER* OF BISHOP S'VEDBERG
TO JOHAN HOSENADLER.
Well-born Secretary,
1\Iost honoured Brother,
I regret there are such stubborn and unreasonable heads, as are unable to receive in peace the rich blessings
of God, without going to law about them. This also will be
the reward to our good sister Brita for all the trouble she
has taken. I should like to see whether they would have had as
much, if another had taken it in hand. But such is the world's
recompense. As for myself, I have had so little to ~o with
such things during the last twenty years, that I know as little
about them as a babe which was born yesterday. l\Iy son,
the Assessor,t however, knows all about these things, and he
will proLably arrange matters so with sister Brita, as to bring
about an agreement.t
Please admonish the printer to be a little quicker with my
grammar. If I should come to an end before my grammar,
1 am afraid my adversary will find much to criticize. This
might happen even if all were well and correctly printed: for
much depends upon one word and one letter.
Your most dutiful servant,
JESPERus SwEDBERG.

BrunslJo, July 10, 1722.
[P. S.] Hjitrne's 53 essay or answer to my Defence is circulating
down here; but I have not yet seen it. As long as arguments
are taken for what they are worth, it does not worry me much.

* Bergius'
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You are acquainted with the gentlemen and secretaries in
the Senate and the College. Let me know whether a resolution
has been passed in favour of the free importation of paper.
Also, whether the College of Chancery has handed in its opinion
about the printing of the Bible. It is a thing unheard of
to sell a beautiful Swedish Bible in royal octavo for five marks
in copper: and yet such a thing is a matter to dispute about!

0 temporal

DOCUJIJENT 26.

SIXTEENTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO JOHAN ROSENADLER.
Well-born Councillor of Chancery,
l\Iost honoured Brother,
\Vith great joy I heard, on my arrival at
1\Iariestad, that you have been advanced to the office and
honour of a Councillor of Chancery. I desire to congratulate
you on this with all my heart; and I wish you may live long
in the service, and for the honour of our country, and for our
happiness, who are your nearest relatives. I do not doubt
that you will more vigorously push to a gratifying end the
godly purpose of printing the Bible, which has as long remained unsettled in the College of Chancery. Both His
Exceilency Count Swen and His Royal l\fajesty have promised that this matter shall be brought to a favourable close.
Brother of my heart, help this most important object, and
God will help you again.
The enclosed sheet I have received by mail here at 1\'Iariestad.
As it was not accompanied by a letter, but only furnished
with a large seal of authority, I have concluded, that it is
from you. I wish very much that the printer would hurry a
little more with the book than he has done heretofore.

* Bergius'
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l\Iy son Emanuel is probably in Stockholm about this time,
and I have instructed him to come to an understanding with
you on the division of the inheritance, and so avoid law-suits,
which.require roundabout ways, whereby the greater part of the
moneys passes into the hands of the lawyers.
His l\Iajesty will not come down to 'Yestgothland till the
month of September. Emanuel ought to know this. 'Vould
to God he succeed with his many experiments and discoveries
(fwzder), and that experience may prove their value. Different
ores are found, and other modes of treating them prevail in
Germany and in Sweden.*
Please rememlJer me kindly to Sister Brita and your family.
Commending you to God, I remain, with continued respect,
forever
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J ESPER US

SwEDBERG.

DOCUJlfE1VT 27.

SEYENTEE:NTH LETTERt OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO ,JUHAN HOSENADLEH.
'Vell-born Councillor of Chancery,
l\Iy clear Brother,
Last week I had the honour of congratulating
you, and of aski11g God's omnipotent protection for you in your
distinguished office. On ~ccount of your well-known zeal for
the promotion of learning, I hope that God will cause much
good to come out of it. I am assured also that the affair of
the printing of the Bible will now he pushed with proper energy,
and that it will reaeh a desirable end. His Excellence, Count
Swen, has promised much that is good and favourable. If this
matter be not accomplished, the spiritual welfare of many will

* For further particulars on this subject see the proceellings for 1i22, in
Section V.
t Berg-ius' Collection, Yol. IV. pp. 39, ·10.
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suffer; and many evil consequences will come upon us from
God's judgment. Dear Brother, be on your guard. \Vho knows,
if God has not raised you for this very purpose to yom· present
post of honour? No delay with the grammar will be caused
by me. Lately I have been on visitation.
I thank you much for the favotirable censorial opinion
of my Catechism. I hope to receive the same for my Grammar,
which will be of great use to the work. The Lexicon is probably now in your hands. It was a most difficult and laborious
work, extending over thirty years. The lesser Swedish-Latin
and Latin-Swedish Dictionary I have also ready, but without
any quotations. Each of these works will make a moderate
octavo volume, and will form a useful and necessary work, so
that the publisher ought to make a good profit by it. I have
so many works on spiritual subjects to print, that ten years will
not suffice for them.
I hear, then, that old Hjarne 53 is selling out (stiljer af).*
1\Iay God change his heart !
Emanuel gives me hope, that those concerned will soon
agree about the division of the inheritance. God grant it!
As in the time of the pestilence I wrote my thoughts on
death, so as to prepare myself for judgment, I. have now written
my thoughts upon the last judgment, calling the book Casa
JXtuperwn et Gaza clivitum. It treats of real mercy towards
the poor and wretched, on the basis of 1\Iatthew xxv. I was an
hungered, &c.; striving to live in accordance therewith, and
in such a manner, as not to be found wanting in the day of
judgment. The book is of the same size as my Catechism.
\Viii it not be sufficient for the lectors in theology here
at Skara to examine it, as they did with the "Sabbath Rest,"
the "Catechism," the "Thoughts on Death," "Rules for
Youth," &c; so that I need not send it to you, who have,
besides, your hands full of works that are to be printed?
Together with Emanuel I am waiting for the funeral sermon
on the late King, and the personal account of him. The latter
I have a great desire to read. The former is probably more
general.

* Perhaps this passage ought to read seglrw af, i. e. is sailing away, is
departing. Yet Hjarne did not die until 1724.
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Please remember me kindly to sister and to the young
people. I commend you to God, and remain with great respect
Your most dutiful and faithful servant,

J.

SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo Aug. 7, 1722.
[P. S.] Her :1\Ia,iesty the Queen has rraciously presented
me with 600 dalers in copper for the printing of the Catechism,
and also 600 dalers in copper for the printing of the Address
to the mountain district of Fahlun. Thus God raises up those
by whom that which is godly nwy be promoted. But.the Bible
is forbidden to be printed. \V crner 67 avails more, than many
hundred souls.
I have now a very laborious, but, I hope, useful work
in hand, viz. to make a list of those who have explaiiJed the
various Bible passages; as Dorhreus has done, who calls his
work IJiblict .J..Yumerata.. But among the fifteen commentators
that he has cited to each verse, scarcely three have furnished
explanations ; the rest have simply given quotations. The work
does not allow me time for sleep. I have now gone as far as
:1\Iicah.

DOCU1liE.NT 28.

EIGHTEENTH LETTER* OF BISI-IOP SvVEDBERG
TO JOH_A_~ ROSENADLEH.
Well-born Councillor of Chancery.
l\Iost honoured Brother,
Thank God, the Grammar is progressing
towards the end! The printer is now beginning the title,
Accordiug
the censorial permission, and the dedication.
to the opinion you express in the censorial permission, the
work will he appreciated and sought after.
I therefore
beg for a mild judgment. There is another ·member of the

*
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Chancery, who ought to be introduced into the dedication, viz.
Secretary Carlsson. He is a fine gentleman. I made his
acquaintance recently, when he was here with the gentlemen
of the government. Perhaps more of the Secretaries might
and ought to be mentioned; so that no one who deserves to
be named as well as some of the others, may be slightecl.
The inspector of the post-office in Stockholm is said to fill a
similar function. These points I leave to your good judgment.
As I do not lmmv whether Emanuel or Assessor Benzelstierna8 is in Stockholm, I beg you to be kind enough to
receive, in return for the enclosed receipts, the gracious gifts
of the Queen, and to keep them until, God willing, I
come to the Diet. I had to promise His :Majesty to come,
although I was very loath to do so. If Emanuel and Benzelstierna8 are in Stockholm I beg them to hire a room and
bed-chamber with board for me, for just charges. \Vould to
God I could be your comrade at sister Brita's, to whom
you 'vill please remember me most kindly, and, commending
both her and her family to God, I remain, with the greatest
respect,
Your most dutiful and obedient servant,

J.

SWEDBERG.

Brunsbo, October. 19, 1722.
[P. S.] Is no favourable termination to be expected in
the College of Chancery to the application for printing the
Bible? His Excellency Count Horn has made fair promises.

DOCUIJJENT 29.

NINETEENTH LETTER* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO JOHAN ROSENADLER.
'Vell-born Councillor of Chancery.
l\Iost honoured Brother,
I presume you will give your kind consent
to the publication of the two useful school books which I
left in your hands during my stay in Stockholm, viz, the LatinSwedish, and the Swedish-Latin Dictionaries. In these I have
endeavoured to give pure and correct Swedish, not only in
respect to orthography, but also in respect to the declensions
and conjugations. On account of my having carefully attended to this, I hope that you will give your favourable
assent to these two small dictionaries, and \vill speed them
on. As soon as I receive your consent, I intend to have them
printed here at Skara, during my life-time; for we have new
type here. Unless this be done we shall remain barbarians in our
own country. Could I get them sent here by some student who is
returning home, I should like it very much. A student of \Vestgothland reads with the sons of Assessor L. Benzelstierna8 ; he
no doubt could find out some returning student.
l\ly son
Emanuel intends to come down here for Christmas. Cleverus
is doing much Letter, but Fahlumlius is just as difficult. How
did the Committee on the affairs of justice fiml matters? Please
remember me kindly to the sisters and the little Loys.
Commending you to God, I remain with great respect
Your most obedient servant,
,JESPEIWS SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, October 24, 1723.

* Bergius'
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T'VENTIETH LETTER* OF BISHOP S'VEDBERG
TO JOH ...~N ROSENADLEH.
\Vell-born Councillor of Chancery,
l\Iost honoured Brother,
I had the honom·, a short time ago, of receiving
With respect to Festus J.llagnus, this was
your letter.
originally a short sermon, which I did not think worth
while to send through purgatory, especially as it treated
of subjects to which no objection could be taken. Afterwards it grew to its present size. I ask to be excused. It
shall not happen again. I thought you had seen a specimen of
my Pl1aros Sacra.t I hope I may obtain leave to print it without
sending it over; it com prizes six quartos. For the whole
of my "Sabbath's Rest", I had in 1708 the consent of the
late Hogwal, as has been stated at the beginning of the book;
so that the two remaining parts need not be sent to the
Consistory in Gottenburg, and so forth; moreover they will
have to lie unprinted, on account of the difficulty of importing
paper free of duty. Not fifty cart-loads would remove all the
printed sheets I have in stock, aml which 'vere printed at my
own expense; and I can testify upon my honour that I have
not had at the utmost more than four hundred reams of paper
free of duty. Let it be so. Let another '"Tite, print, and pay
as much as I have: men have learned better. I am only
sorry that paper free of duty is not granted for the printing
of the Bible. Please remember me kindly to :Mr. Barck, the
Secretary of State; he is a countryman of mine, and a good
friend and brother; a most learned man; inclined to promote the

* Bergius'

Collection, Vol. r\r, p. 45.
The nature of this Pharos Sacra, which means "Sacred Beacon-light,"
will be found explained in Document 33.
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circulation of Swedish hooks; and likewise inclined to show
to those across the sea that people live here. The late King,
Charles XII, gave me permission to import paper free of
duty. I se11t the permission to the Exchequer-College, hut
it diu me no goou, as I received no answer. And meanwhile
the 1winting-office at Skara was burnt. President Peif can
testify to the above. I have several works ready. But they
must lie, and after my death they will be used by woman-kind
to wrap cakes and pies. But one thing more. Chamberlain
Hans Hijerta is down here; he gave me to understan<l that
he is well-uisposed towards your dear sister-in-law, 'l\Iiss Belnn.
I know nothing but good respecting him. Shall he declare
himself?

T"'ale, saluta et

{ave,
J. SwEDBERG.

1JOJTO

Brunsbo, October 23, 1724.

DOCUJIE1VT 31.

TvVENTY-FIRST LETTEH*OF BISHOP SWEDBERG
TO JOHAN ROSENADLEH.
'Veil-born Councillor of Chancery.
l\Iost honoured Brother,
I find they are favourable to me in your College.
Let this be so, until God intervene with His powerful hand.
As I wrote you last, I sent to both their :Majesties the original
letter of Charles XII, respecting a yearly exemption of 500
reams of paper from the payment of duty; a copy of it I
enclose herewith. So it goes when the authorities--.! can
assert upon oath tJ.1at I never imported a hundred reams since
I began printing; and now several thousand reams are printed,
as may be seen at my house, where all my rooms are filled

* Bcrgius'

Collection, Yol. IV, pp. 47. 48.
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with my writings. And l\Ioller has charged me as much for
printing as he has any one else; and since he has the King
in his favour, he makes heavy charges. It would be well,
if I smcceed one day in obtaining leave to import fifty reams
of paper for the Bible free of duty. Since the year 1701 I
have petitioned for this holy and wholesome work. But so
it goes when the authorities. Is that not a queer measure,
that the Hymn-Book from Skepsholm is no longer permitted to be sent to New Sweden; when yet they have
never had any other there ? Think, that it will cost over
10,000 dalers in silver to send them a requisite supply;
think too of the confusion in the singing, from having previously
used my Hymn-Book! It is very remarkable also, that, after
Charles XII wrote home from Poland that the necessary
supply should be sent thither, I went up to the Council, when
His Excellency Count Horn went out, and after I had brought
forward my objections, it "·as resolved, against the will of a
sovereign Prince, to send mine there instead; which was
done. And the Hymn-Book belongs to me; my 30,000 dalers
are invested in it. I have to thank my colleagues, that it is
now prohibited to be sent thither. They ought to buy copies of
their own Hymn-Book at their own expense, and send them
there, and order the others to be cast into the fire. l\Iany have
written to me about my "Godly Exercise in the Catechism." It is
out of print, and I have thought of printing a second edition.
So also inquiry has been made after the two remaining parts
of my "Sabbath's Rest." The women will make use of these after
my death. Olof Rudbeck, 49 D. Gezelius, and several others,
received assistance from the public for the printing of their
works; I have not received a farthing. And yet a hundred
cart-loads of unsold hooks lie at my own house, without
counting those in other places. It is possible that I may
If God prolong
never obtain my rights in these things.
my life until the next Diet, I will give them a bit of my
mind. \Vhere are the books wrjtten by my colleagues? Shame
on us, that we are compelled to buy and read the books
written by the learned abroad!
Neither have I received any
answer to my application for another clergyman for America,
in the place of l\Iagister Hesselius.
A certain Lideuius,
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who has been there for fifteen years, is now about to come home.
There are four churches there, and only three clergymen.
How soon one of these may sicken, and die! It would not he an
easy matter then to get a minister there! U tempora, o mores!
I have also intended to publish a "Godly form of government," based on I~ing Daviu's Psalm ci. \Vhere shall I
send this to, in order to have it examined censorially? 'rhis
too may in course of time be used by the women for their cakes.
If I had not written to the Queen on the subject, there would
never have been any resolution about the paper for the Bible.
She thinks a great deal of my Hymn-Book, and is anxious that
it should be sent to America. But the authorities --.You
must do your best in favour of it by virtue of your office.
The gentleman of whom I wrote in my last is engaged to
be married to General Rebeuer's daughter. He makes a
rich match, since there was so much delay in taking any
action upon his first proposal. .My kind regards to all. Commending you to God, I remain to the end of my life
Your most dutiful and sincere servant,

J ESPERUS

SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Dec. 1, 1724.
DOCUJI!Ei\'T 32.
T"~E:NTY-SECO:ND

LETTEH* OF BISHOP SWEDBERG TO ,JOHAN HOSENADLER.

\V ell-born Councillor of Chancery,
l\Iost honoured Brother~
Her l\Iajesty the Queen has most graciously
granted the means for publishing my America. \Vill you
please get the copy of the :MSS. from the Queen through Lady
Duha, and give your consent, so that it may be printed? It
consists mostly of historical matters, and does not contain
anything for the censors.
Commending you to God, I remain
Your most dutiful servant,

J.
l\Iariestad, l\Iarch 15, 1728.

* Bergius'

Colle<'tion, Vol. IV, p.
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TWENTY-THIRD LETTER* OF BISHOP
BERG TO JOHAl~ ROSENADLER.

S\VED~

'Veil-born Councillor of Chancery,
.l\lost honoured Brother,
I thank you very much for sending me this
reminder about my America. I will comply in all respects with
your instructions; and shall submit it to the examination of the
Theological Faculty, either at Skara or Gottenburg. I have here
a copy exactly like that which you have now in hand.
The Queen had also ordered me to write on the Epistles,
which I accordingly did; and after Her l\Iajesty had kept
the book for more than a year, she delivered it to Assessor
Benzelstierna, 8 with a handsome donation for the printmg of
both works. 'Viii you please to call for the copy, and submit
it to the ecclesiastical Consistory for approval?
I have a book in six quartos,t in which I have quoted with
each verse the authors who explain it. I have also made a
Swedish version of the Bible from the original text. After
my death it will be deposited in the Library at Upsal. Likewise my Autobiography in large quarto. I intend now, if God
grant me the tjme, to write on the passion of Christ. If I
were a German, I would receive money for it. Here I have
always to advance the money. If I had all the money which
I have invested in the printing of books, I would be worth
now from sixty to seventy thousand dalers in copper.
Commending you to God, I remain with great respect,
Your most obedient servant,

J.

SWEDBERG.

Brunsbo, April 6, 1728.
[P. S.J Consul Ahlstrom, 94 who is at present in Stockholm,
and will return here at once, can bring the copy of the l\ISS.

* Bergins'
t

Collection, Vol. IV, p. 50.
The Pharos Sacm mentioneLl in Document 30.

DOCU!J!ENT 34.

TWENTY-FOURTII LETTEH* OF BISHOP
BERG- TO JUHAN HOSENADLER.

SWED~

'V ell-born
Councillor of
l\iost honoured Brother,

Chancery~

I have received now from the Theological
Faculty at Linkoping the approval of my America fllurninata,
and from those concerned at Gottenburg the approval of my
collection of sermons from the Epistles; so that I cannot see
anything to prevent the printing of them I therefore beg
you, by virtue of your office, to grant me leave to print, and
to inform me of it. As for the rest I remain, commending
you to God's almighty protection,
Your most obedient servant,
J. SWEDBERG.
Brunsbo, Aug. 14, 1730.
[P. S.] I am issuing a second edition here of my "Godly
Exercise in the Catechism;" which will be finished at Michael·
mass, so God will. After that I desire with the aged Simeon
to depart hence.

*

Bergiua' Collection, Vol. IV,

p. 61.
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DOCUMENT 35.

EXTRACTS FROM BISHOP J. SWEDBERG'S
AUTOBIOGRAPHY.*
.llfY SONS AND THEIR NAMES.

Moreover, I remained humble, and never asked persons
of rank, as is frequently done, to stand sponsors to my
children. I will also state my reasons for calling my sons,
Emanuel, Eliezer, and J esper, and not, as is customary, naming
them after their grandfathers, or other relations; Albrecht,
the eldest, was born while I was travelling abroad, and his
mother named him after her father. I cannot find a single
instance in the whole Bible, of children having received the
names of their parents or grandparents. I will only mention
the patriarch Jacob and I~iug David. The former had holy,
glorious, and honourable forefathers, widely celebrated; and, as
is well known, he had twelve sons: none of these he called

* Bishop Swedberg's Autobiography fills a large folio volume of
1012 pages. As he himself states he wrote out a copy for each of his
children. One of these copies is preserved in the Gymnasium-Library at
Skara; this was carefully examined by Dr. Kahl in 1842, to glean from it
everything it contains relating to Emanuel Swedenborg. The only information of interest which he found is contained in paragraphs 24, 25, 26,
of Chapter xxv, of which the above is a literal English translation. These
extracts were sent by Dr. Kahl to Dr. Immanuel Tafel, who inserted
them in the Swedish and German languages in Part IV of his
"Documents concerning Swedenborg." An English translation of them
appeared also in the American, and, we believe, in the appendix to the
English edition, of these "Documents." Another copy of Bishop Swedberg's Autobiography is among the Benzelius l\ISS. in the Cathedi·alLibrary at Linkoping.
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Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob. So with King David. He too had many
sons, none of whom he called Jesse, or David. Solomon, likewise,
had many sons, and yet he called none of them David, Jesse, or
Solomon; and none of his numerous descendants, among whom
were great kings and princes, were called David or Solomon.
Nevertheless, this good custom had been discontinued even
lJefore the time of Christ, as appears from the history of John
the Baptist, whom with one accord they desired to name after
his father Zacharias, which is a beautiful and significant name,
meaning memoria Domini, the Lord's remembrance, viz. that
he should be constantly mindful of the Lord.
I am far from presuming here by to blame, find fault
with, or disapprove of, those who name their children thus;
yet I hope and expect that no one will find fault with
my mode of naming my children, since I have the Bible, and
the example of so many saints, on my side. I am also fully
convinced that children ought to be called such names as will
awaken in, and remind them of, the fear of God, and
of everything that is orderly and righteous; quite different
from many inconsiderate parents, who call their children by
such improper names, as Bjorn (bear), Ulf (wolf), Thorheol
(wheel of Thor, or of the Thunderer), or who name them
after the heathenish god Thor, without remembering the answer
which the prudent Abigail gave to King David concerning
her husband Nabal: "Let not my Lord set l1is Jzem·t against
this man qf Belial, even Naval: for he is a foolish man, even
as is his name, and folly is with hirn." The name of my son
Emanuel signifies "God with us;" that he may always remember
God's presence, and that intimate, holy, and mysterious conjunction with our good and gracious God, into which we arc
brought hy faith, by which we arc conjoined with Him, and
are in Him. And blessed be the Lord's name! God has to
this hour been with him; and may He be further with him,
until he be eternally united with Him in His kingdom!
Eliezer signifies ~God is my help;" and he has also been
graciously and joyfully helped hy God. He was a good and
pious child, and ha1l made good progress, when, in his twentyfifth year, he was calle1l away hy a lJlessed death. The youngest
sou was calleJ J espcr uuly for this reason, that he was Loru
13*
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on the same day of the year and at the same hour as myself,
who first saw the light of the world on the 28th August, 1653.
If the name Jesper be written i~t:?~ (Jisper), "he will write,"
the use has also followed the name; for I believe that scarcely
any one in Sweden has written so much as I have: since ten
carts could sclJI'cely carry away what I have written and
printed at my own expense; and yet there is much, yea,
nearly as much, unprinted. My son J esper also has the
same disposition; for he is fond of writing, and writes much.
I am a Sunday child (i. e. born on a Sunday), and the
mother of my children, my late wife, was also a Sunday child:
and all my children are Sunday children, except Catharine, who
was born at Upsal on the 3rd day of Easter. I have put my
sons to that for which God has given them inclination and liking,
and have not brought up any for the clerical profession; although
many parents do so inconsiderately, and in a manner not
justifiable, by which God's Church and likewise the ministerial
office suffer not a little, and are brought into contempt. I
have never had my daughters in Stockholm, where many are
sent in order to learn fine manners, but where they also learn
much that is worldly, and injurious to the soul.

SECTION III.
SWEDENDORG'S CORRESPONDENCE

:FOR THE YEARS 1709-1747.

IN TROD U 0 T I 0 N.
THE correspondence contained in this section is preserved
chiefly in the Benzelius Collection of l\lSS. in the Cathedrallibrary of Linkoping. The seven letters written by Swedenborg to Ericus Benzelius before 1714, are contained in Vols. III
and IV of the Collection; those, however, which he wrote
between 1714 and 1724 are contained in Vol. XL, which bears
the title: Collectanea Pllysico-lJlatllematica, &c. Eleven of
the forty-two letters contained in this volume were puLlished
by Prof. Atterbom in the Appendix to his "Siare och Skalcler;"
and forty-one of these letters were copied by Dr. Hahl,
Librarian of the Linkoping Library, at the expense of the
Sweuenborg Association, and sent by him to London about
1850.* Twenty-six of these letters, which had been translated
into English by 1\Ir. Charles Edward Sh·utt, were afterwards
published by 1\Ir. 'Vhite in the aNew Churchman" for 1856. •
The letters which Polhem addressed to S,vedenhorg and Ericus
Benzelius are, with the exception of Document 38, contained in a
separate quarto volume, in whichBen:~.elius collected all the papers
prepared by Polhem. This volume is also in the Benzelius
Collection at Linkoping. None of these letters had been
previously published.
:Most of the remaining letters of this
Section are from the Bergius Collection of Letters, which is
preserved in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in
Stockholm. Particulars concerning this collection may be found
in Note 46.

* For further information respecting the SwPdish copy of these letters
received by the Swedenborg Association, see Note to Dom1ment 46.

DOCUMEllT 36.

SWEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. 6 *
:Most learned Librarian,
Dear and honoured friend and brother,
The reason I have hitherto delayed wTiting so
important a letter, was chiefly that I was uncertain where you
might be at the present time. And although I am still in the
dark about your return home from the springs, I am compelled
to send you these lines because of some matters of importance
to me; for relying on your usual kindness and on your friendly
promise, I would humbly ask you to give me something in
hand, that may assist me in taking my departure; and if you
could add to this some letters to your acquaintances in Eng.land, or anything else that might be of use to me, I much
wish you would do so. I do not intend to remain here longer
than a fortnight,-only long enough to receive your answer
respecting my journey. I should very much like, by your
recommendation, to become acquainted with some one in
the English College (in Collegio Anglicano), where there are
about twenty-one assessores, that I might improve myself in
mathematics, or in physics and natural history, if these are their
strongest points.
As I have always desired to turn to some practical use,
and also to perfect myself more in, the studies which I selected
with your advice and approval, I thought it advisable to
choose a subject early, which I might elaborate in course
of time, and into which I might introduce much of what I
should notice and read in foreign countries. This course I
* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. ill, No. 65,
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have always pursued hitherto in my reading; and now, at my
departure, I propose to myself, as far as concerns mathematics,
gradually to gather and work up a certain collection, viz.
of things discove1·ed and to be discove'red in 11tatlwmatics,
or, what is nearly the same thing, the Jn-ogress made in mathematics during the last one or two centuries. Tlils collection will
include all branches of mathematics, and will be, I trust, of
use to me in my journeys, since I can introduce into it every
thing that I notice in mathematics. If you do not disapprove
of this subject, I venture to expect much help and support from you in the treatment of it; I hope especially,
that if you meet with anything in this department, you will
make a note of it for me. It would greatly serve my purposes if Director Palhammar 14 could be prevailed upon
to communicate his inventions, before anything mortal happen
to him ; the mechanics contained therein would be an ornament
to the whole work. I have a valuable help in the posthumous work of 1\Iochofvius, and also an excellent guide to
authors.
During my stay here I have made such progress, as to
acquire a manual art-the art of binding books; for we have
a bookbinder with us; I have already displayed my skill
upon two books, which I bound in half morocco. I herewith
send you for examination an old coin; I do not know of what
stock it is; yet it appears to me a suspicious circumstance
that Sanctus Ericus is written on the outside; for he probably did not obtain this epithet, 1mtil some time after his death.
Ha1, the master of the horse, is said to have committed the
extreme folly of castrating himself in a bungling manner; it
is supposed that he will probably not live much longer.
I do not know for certain whether this is true, but
everybody says it is; perhaps he wishes to become a second
Origen.
In case any one succeed me in my room,* I would
beg of you to see that the papers which I left behind are
gathered up and stored in the vault; because there are

* Swedenborg while at Upsal stayed at the house of his brother-inlaw. This is the first letter whicch he wrote to him after his return home
from the university.
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some things among them which I collected for Publius Byrns,*
and which cost me a good amount of labour. Will you please to
remember me very kindly to all your family, to Prof. Elfvius, 5 "
also to Prof. Upmarck51 (who for some reason or other seems to
be angry with me, after he, towards the close, had often showetl
himself dissatisfied with me; all this I had heard before, am1
I also understand it very well; hut I hope that my fates wil1
not continue so unpropitious, that he will always remain so
unapproachable to me; Jnstin, L. 5. 0. 2. V. 6, 7). With
many kind rememhrances from all the family here, I commeml
you to God's gracious protection, and remain always
Your most obedient servant7
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsho,t ._July 13, 170!).

DOCUJJENT 37

SvVEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS.t
Dear and honoured friend and brother,
As Magister Unge 5 intends to go to Upsal, to
pass his academical examination for the lectorship § in theology
which he desires to obtain, these lines will be conveyed by
him, and he will wait upon you and pay his respects to you.
I should have done this more frequently, if opportunity
had offered, and I had been aware of your return. My
greate, t desire now is, to obtain some information respecting
the plan now being discussed here, of my staying with PolhammarY If my journey abroad must necessarily be delayed
till next spring, I have no objection to be with him for some

* His thesis upon leaving the university consisted of "Select Sentences
from Publius Syrus, Seneca, and others, with notes," which was printed
at Skara in 1709, and reprinted by Dr. Im. Tafel in 1841.
f The name of the Bishop's seat near Skara.
Benzelius' Collection, Vol. III, No. 83.
§ Professors in Gymnasia, or Collegiate Schools are called lectors in
Sweden.

*
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time; awl as I can be there with greater advantage during
summer than <luring winter, aml as everything then is
more bright and enjoyable, I am still less opposed to going.
I have little desire to remain here much longer; for I
am wasting almost my whole time. Still, I have made such
progress in music, that I have been ahle several times to take
the place of our organist; but for all my other studies this
place affords me very little opportunity; awl they are not at
all appreciated by those who ought to encourage me in thelll.
Some time ago a levy of all the couutry people was
ordered here; and when the time came for assembling,
they committed an unheanl of outrage upon their own
bailiff; for they first ill-treated and then killed him, after which
they fired several hundred shots at him as a target, so that
there was scarcely any part of him left entire; and even then
they would have allowe<l the hogs to cat him, if the pastor
of Horn ha<l not restrained them. 1\Iagister Pegrrous interI)OSe<l his authority, but they threatened him with the same
treatment, unless he would keep silence; two country-men and
one country-woman, who expressed sorrow at this occurrence,
were also J..:illecl. l\Iagistrate AUI·ell took refuge with the
pastor of Horn, whom I mention above, and concealed himself
in a dark room in the cellar. 'rhe parsonage was surrouudetl
and searched in every corner, hut they had to retire without
having effected their purpose. Part of them lay clown near
Billiugeu, and threateued every one with death wlw should go
further. ~rhe proviucial gover11or was then compelled to issne
furloughs to all of them; for they gave him to understand,
that they had determined to treat in this way all the ofticers
they would have on their march. :May God prevent our
having an insurrection here; but it looks very much as if we
should have one.
Four or five weeks ago the hones of a giant* were sent

* These hones which were those of a whale arc still preserve!! in the
museum at Upsal, and, if we arc not mistaken, Emanuel Swetlenhorg is
marked as their donor. He discusses these Lones at largo on p. !d9 of his
little work, Out l'Vatnens kogd, &c., where he says that wheu they were <lug
out at first, they were suP.posed to be the bones of a giant, hut after they
had been joined together, it appeared that they were those of a large fish
or whale.
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from here. I hope they have arrived safely; I wish it too,
because I alluded to them in some verses, which Magister
Unge 5 will perhaps introduce into his dissertation; they are
as follows:
Bunt Gothia nuper spatiosa membra gigantis
Avecta, ast cerebro, ast ingenioque carent.
Fertilis hcec tellus alium nunc mittit alumnum,
Viribus ingenii hie, corporis ille, valet.

(From Gothland came a giant's bulky frame;
But brains and quickening intellect it lacked.
This fertile land a new alumnus sends;
In mind gigantic this, as huge in body that.)
For this reason I wish the bones may not be delayed on
the way; the candidate who took charge of them seemed to
be obliging. Brother Eliezer* is probably by this time at
Upsal; I wish him all success, and rapid progress in his
studies. Brother J esper52 has a strange illness; may God help
him through! "\Vith much kind love to sister Anna, 5 I
commend you to the protection of the Highest, and remain
always
Your most obedient servant,
EMANUEL SWEDBERG.

Brunsbo, 6th March, 1710.
Viro Amplissimo et celeberrimo
Dmo. Erico Benzelio
Academire Upsal: Bibliothekario
hre pateant.

(To the Most Worthy and Celebrated
Mr. Ericus Benzelius,
Librarian of the University of Upsal.)

* A younger brother of Swedenborg, who died when he was twenty.five
years of age. See Document 9, A, Table II, and Document 35.

DOCUJJJEl'lT 38.

rOLIIEMu TO ERIUUS BENZELlUS. *
1\Iy very kind friend anu well-wisher,
Some time ago I had the honour of receiving
from the Right Reverend Bishop Swedberg a distinguished
letter, in which he expressed a desire that his son might
live for some time with me in my humble dwelling; but, for
special reasons, I was obliged to give a negative answer.
Since that time the pastor of Husby, on the strength of an
additional letter from you on the same subject, has renewed
this application and request, showing me at the same time
your letter; for which I have every cause to express to
you my sincere gratit~de, for the good opinion and judgment
you were pleased to express respecting my unworthy self.
\Vith regard to young Mr. Swedberg, I must confess
I was extremely well pleased that he came here, like the
others, of his own accord, anu without first making any conditions; and as we were pleased and satisfied with one another,
his desire could be gratified without any difficulty; especially
when I found him able to assist me in the mechanical undertaking which I have in hand, and in making the necessary
experiments ; in this matter I am more indebted to him,
than he is to me. Moreover, I value more highly a quick
and intelligent person, with whom I can enjoy the discussion of subjects on which I possess some little knowledge,
than I do a few weeks' board and lodging. But, in addition

* Benzelius'

Collection, Vol. ill, No. 101.
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to all this, I must confess that I scruple more and more to
accept any payment for board and instruction, because I do
not consider myself capable of giving all the satisfaction
that may be desired and expected.
I thank you very much for the last great pleasure I
enjoyed at your house, and wish that I may have the honour
and joy of seeing you at my humble dwelling; which ·would,
indeed, be more than a pleasure to me. l\Ieanwhile I desire
to be remembered most kindly to your dear family, and remain
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPHER POLHAMMAR.14

Stiernsund,* July 16, 1710.

DOCUjfENT 39.

SWEDENBORG TO ERIOUS BENZELIUS.t
Dearest Brother,
One letter to you would scarcely be a sufficient
apology from me, who so often missed you and your kind offices,
at the time I was leaving for London. Further, I have not up to
the present day answered your last letter, which was so full
of kindness. I wish I might be allowed to cover my negligence
with the veil and name of indolence and imprudence, and that
I might thus make you feel for me as you did before. But
I believe, dear brother, that I can satisfy you by taking all
the blame upon myself, and thus anticipating your reproaches.
The idea of a journey to Polhammar,14 the Machaon of our
age, I have not altogether renounced, but have only postponed
till the time when, with the help of God, I shall again return

t

* An iron-work in Dalecarlia, where a mechanical institute had been
established by Polhem at the expense of the King.
t The original of this letter in the Latin language is contained in the
Benzelius Collection, Vol. III, No. 125.
; It appears from this as if Swedenborg had undertaken his journey
abroad ag:tinst the desire of Ericus Benzelius.
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to my country; for I might not only he charged with negligence,
but also with ingratitude towards our age, if I neglected to
profit by the teaching of so great a man, one such as our
country will never see again. This island, however, has also men
of the greatest experience in this science; but these I have
not yet consulted, because I am not yet sufficiently acC]_iutinted
with their language. I study Newton* daily, and am very
anxious to see and hear him. I have provided myself with a
small stock of books for the stULly of mathematics, and also 'vith
a certain number of instruments, which are both a help and
an ornament in the study of science; such as, an astronomical
tube, quadrants of several kinds, prisms, microscopes, artificial
scales, and camerm obscurre, by \Villiam Hunt, and Thomas
Everard, which I admire and which you too will admire. 1
hope that after settling my accounts, I may have sufficient
money left to purchase an air-pump.
\Vhatever is worthy of being seen in the town, I have
already examined. The magnificent St. Paul?s cathedral was
finished a few days ago in all its parts. In examining tLc
royal monuments in \Vestminster abbey, I happened to see
the tomb of Oasaubon; when I was inspired with such a
love for this literary hero, that I kissed his tomb, and dedicatec1
to his manes, under the marble, the following stanzas:

1llarmore cur ornas tumulum, cur ca1'mine et auro;
Cum tamen Twx pm·eant, Tw.1ue su1Jerstes eris.
At puto sponte sua celebraut 1e mann or et aurum,;
Oscula, quod mamnor prcetereuntis amet.
('Vhy adornest thou the tomb with marble, with song, am1
with gold?
\Vhen yet these will perish, and thou wilt survive.
But, rnethinks, the marble and gold for their own sakes
praise thee;
For the marble loves the kisses of the passers by.)
Or else these:

Unw, Tuos cineres, aninntm sed J..Tumen et Astya,
Scri1Jta Tuum ingeuiwn, J..Tomen at orbis habet;

* ProLaLly

"The Priucipia", Sir Isaac Newton's greatest wurk.
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Has licet in partes Te mors distraxerit, ipse
Attamen in nostro pectore totus eris.
(The urn holds thy ashes, God and the stars thy spirit;
Thy writings contain thy genius, but the world thy renown.
Let death dissolve thy mortal frame into fragments,
In our hearts thou shalt dwell forever entire.)
Otherwise, the town is distracted by internal dissensions
between the Anglican and Presbyterian churches; they are·
incensed against each another with almost deadly hatred. The
torch and trumpet of this tumult is Doctor Sacheverell, whose
name is heard from every mouth and at every corner; and
respecting whom every bookshop displays pamphlets.
"\V ere you, dear brother, to ask me about myself, I should
say I know that I am alive, but not happy; for I miss you
and my home. Should I be so fortunate as to have a letter
from you, you would almost carry me back to my country ;
for I not only love you more than my own brothers, but I
even love and revere you as a father. I send you a few
verses addressed to Sophia Brenner, the Sappho of our age,
that you may polish and improve them 9 if you find that they
require correction, and that, thus corrected, you may communicate them to her. Doctor Edzardus sends you his best greeting.
1\'fay God preserve you alive, that I may meet you again,
Yours faithfully and affectionately, even to death,
EMANUEL SWEDBERG.

London~

October 13, 1710.

To the Most Reverend Ericus Beuzelius, Upsal.

DOCUjfENT 40.

SvVEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. *
Received April 30, 1711.
l\Iost learned friend and brother,
Several weeks ago I received your more than
agreeable letter, in which, among other things, I was especially
pleased that you placed so much confidence in me as to charge
me with several commissions, which I shall endeavour to fulfil
·with the greatest diligence. \Vith respect to the twenty-four
feet telescope, I ordered the glasses for it at l\Iarshal's, to
whom :Magister V alerius 71 had written, and who is said to be the
only one patronized by the Royal Society. These glasses are
beyond expectation expensive, for they cost forty shillings ; I do
not know whether they are not cheaper in Holland; others
in the same business charge fifty shillings, so that I did not
purchase any for l\Iagister Valet·ius; for I did not know whether
he was willing to pay so much. When they are ready, and
there is an opportunity of shipping them to Stockholm, I shall
send them, together with l\farshal's letter, who promised to do
his best; he has sent some of the same kind to Switzerland
and Russia, whence they were ordered. The microscope and
some of the books shall follow.
I must beg you meanwhile to appoint some merchant, to whom Marshal can go for
his money ; for I am on short allowance, and not permitted to purchase anything on credit; nor are our Swedish
merchants willing to let me have money, unless they receive
permission to draw for the amount in Sweden, when they
charge generally 33 to 34 ISwedish dalers] for the pound, instead of ~ti or 27, as is the case when the money is sent here.

* Bcuzelius~

Collectiou, Vul. IV, Xo. 20.
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Would ·you not like to have for the use of the Library a
good air-pump, with all the apparatus belonging to it, and the
improvements invented by mem hers of the Royal Society? I
will send you shortly the book ahout it, 1:he price, and a list
of everything belonging to it. Three have been sent to Russia;
for there are many Russians here; they study mostly mathematics and navigation, applying themselves to the tastes of
their chief, who took a wonderful interest in these subjects
during his visit here. The Czar purchased also from 1\Ir. Edmund
Halley, 55 for eighty pounds, his "incomparable quadrant," which
he used in discovering the southern stars at St. Helena, anu
with which he took pretty good observations of the moon and
the planets in 1683, 1684, and other years.
The books you asked me to get for you I have enquired for
at all the bookshops, and also at book-auctions; but some I have
not succeeded in finding. Vol. I of Cotelerii Eccles ice Gnecce
..~.l1onwnenta I found at a bookseller's in Paternoster Row ; but
I had to pay for it almost the value of the whole work. I purchased the old edition of Norris' Riflections upon the Conduct
qf Human Life since nothing new has appeared separately, but
only together with his other works, i. e. his Christian Blessedness, Christian lJionitor, Dialogue uetu:een tlUO Protestctnts,
Poetic llfiscellany, &c., the whole of which may be bought for
twenty or twenty-four shillings. I read his little book through,
and found it very clever and ingenious ; but he seemed to me to
take too many roundabout ways, and not to touch upon the subject he was to treat, keeping one always in suspense, and wondering where he would end, and at what he would arrive. Bacon's
R!flections upon Learning I have read twice, finding in him my
first delight; but I wonder why he does not a1)prove of anything, but considers everything that has been discovered and
written, imperfect and unworthy of his esteem; and, unless
this has been the author's object, it may be used against him,
for his own refutation; for he must include his own work among
the number.
I visit daily the best mathematicians here in town. I have
been with Flamsteed, 56 who is considered the best astronomer
in England, and who is constantly taking observations, which,
together with the Paris Observations, will give us some day a
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correct theory respecting the motion of the moon and of its appulse to the fixed stars; and "\vith its help there may be found a
true longitude at sea; for he has found that the motion of the
moon has as yet been hy no means well determined, and that all
theoretical hmar tables are very imperfect, and that the same
errors or deviations which are noticed in an earlier period of
eighteen years and eleven days, occur again afterwards.
Newton has laid a good foundation for correcting the
irregularities of the moon in his Principia; he has however
not yet published the tahles, but simply the theory; he has
also corrected in it the precession of the equinoxes, and the
periods of the tides.
'Yill you please ask Prof. Elf\rius 54 for the meridian or the
longitude of Upsal; I know that he succeeded at one time in
getting it very accurately by means of a lunar eclipse; I can
make some use of it.
You encourage me to go on with my studies; but I think,
that I ought rather to be discouraged, as I have such an
"immoderate desire"* for them, especially for astronomy and
mechanics. I also turn my lodgings to some use, and change
them often; at first I was at a watchmaker's, afterwards at
a cabinetmaker's, and now I am at a mathematical instrument
maker's; from them I steal their trades, which some day
will be of use to me. I have recently computed for my own
pleasure several useful tables for the latitude of Upsal, and all
the solar and lunar eclipses which will take place between
1712 and 1721; I am 'villing to communicate them, if it be
desired. In undertaking in astronomy to facilitate the calculation of eclipses, and of the motion of the moon outside
those of the syzygies, and also in undertaking to correct the
ta.bles so as to agree with the new observations, I shall have
enough to do.
\Vould you like to have for the library the Philosophical
Transactions, that is, everything the Royal Society has deliLera.ted
upon and discovered since its beginning in 1666; together with
a Collection of some }{atural Phenomena, published in 1707?
If so, I think I can procure them for you, although they are

* These

two words Swedenborg wrote in the English language.
14*
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very rare; they will be most useful b the public, especially to
those who intend to comment upon Polhammar's14 inventions,
for perhaps parallel cases may occur in it. The book is too
dear for me. Should any of Polhammar's inventions be published,
I '\vish you would communicate them to me, for by means of
them I may obtain an introduction to some mathematicians
whose acquaintance I desire ; at such a time I sincerly wish I
could be at home.
If you would be kind enough to order a quadrant for me
of Polhammar's brother, I would be very much obliged to you;
four or five feet long, of brass ; if it be deemed advisable that
he should make the division, I wish he would do it after the
manner in which his brother computed one very accurately
for Prof. Spole ; which showed the fifth of every second. I
think my father will not refuse to IJay for it, if he has anything to spare.
P. S. Grabe's Se1Jtuagint was recently published; but I have
only seen it in octavo, together with a small pamphlet in
quarto upon the Alexandrian codex. He was here for some
time; but he had to change his lodgings every week, he was
so over-run by visitors. Ephraim Sp·ius is very well published
in folio, at Oxford. They have issued a book of all their
poets in two volumes; like·wise a universal index. I have much
to tell about events among the learned, but I have neither
In my next I will give you an account
time nor paper.
of what I have read of the doings of the learned. I asked
Count Gyllenhorg about your books; he said he received your
letter, but not the books; they are detained in the customhouse, until the duty be paid; it is a great chance if I hear
anything about them. The Vitis aquilonia is a catholic and
superstitious book, which by an act of Parliament in the
third year of William and Mary's reign was forbidden to be
introduced into the country. If ·it was another book, I should
try to get it for you, for then it would be free.

DOCU}.IENT 41.

EXTRACTS FROJ\ti THE MINUTES OF THE
LITERARY SOCIETY OF UPSAL.*
1711, June 20. Present Professor D. Roberg,70 Professor
Elfvius,54 :Magister Valerius. 71
1711, July. [Instructions to be sent to Eman. Swedberg in
London.]

§. 1. Price and description of an air-pump.
§. 2. That Emanuel Swedberg go to Flamsteed, examine his
instruments, how they are made, in what manner the minute
divisions are indicated; whether be uses a telescope instead of
diopters; all about his other instruments; how they are moved
l>y his apparatus; and also how he makes use of his instruments
when it is dark, whether it is done by means of candles, &c.
§. 3. Prof. Elfvius promised to communicate the mode and
the points.
§. 4. That Emanuel Swedherg notice the division in the
instruments, and how they are tested or examined; also what
they cost in respect to size.
§. 5. How much the newest globes cost, and in what
estimation they are held by the learned; also whether it is
not possible to obtain engravings of them, so that they may
be mouuted here.
§. 6. He is to he encourag·ed in trying to facilitate the
computation of eclipses.
§. 7. That the Philosophical Transactions be purchased
for the Library.

* Benzelins'
No. titi.

Collection, Vol. XL, "Collectanea Physico-1\lathematica,"
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PROF. ELFVIUS 54 TO SvVEDENBORG. *
Upsal, July 28, St. Swithin's day, 1711.
1\fost honoured 1\tfr. Swedberg,
1\Iy good old friend and cousin,t
\Vith great joy I read your letter to the
Librarian; from "·hich I not only learn that your health is
good, hut also that you apply yourself with most praiseworthy
industry to the study of mathematics, and the things belonging
thereto. Of this I am heartily glad, and I wish you all success
in accomplishing your laudable design. I am coming to you
now with a few small matters, which I should like to know
myself, and which may also be of some use to you in your
pursuits.
1. That you try to be present, at all hazards, while Flamsteed is making some observations; that you notice how
he conducts them; that you describe his instruments with all
the apparatus belonging to them, and especially the cliopters,
whether they are provided with a movable limb, after the
manner of Hecldius, or with cross-lines, as is the case in
Tycho's instruments, or with a screw in the limb, which
Robert Hooke so strongly recommends, against the opinion
of Hevelius; also whether he uses a telescope in the place of
the cliopters, and how it is fastened. How the instrument is
placed parallel with the horizon; and especially that you find
out all about the micrometer, which is placed inside the tube,

* Benzelius'

Collection, Vol. XL, No. 67.

t Lars Spole (when ennobled Rosenborg), brother of 1\Irs. Elfvius,

married 1\Iagdalena Schonstri::im, cousin of Emanuel Swedenborg, on the
gruund of which relationship Prof. Elfvius addressed Swedenborg as cousin.
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and by which the diameter of the planets is taken. If I
could get such a micrometer sent here, it would be well;
for it is very useful, especially in the observation of eclipses.
~-llso how the tubes of twenty or thirty feet length are handled,
with many other things that I cannot detail here.
2. 'Vhat became of Hooke's observation, according to which
he desired to prove the annual motion of the earth, in his
treatise: "Au attempt to prove the motion of the Earth," London,
1674. 'Vhether it is approved of by the learned, and whether
the observation is continued hy others.
3. 'V e should like to get a catalogue of all the writings
of Flamsteed, which it would not be well for the Library to
be without; hut about this the Librarian himself will write.
4. Glass-grinding, I think, you ought to make yourself
acquainted with, from the beginning even to the minutest
detail.
5. "That the learned mathematicians think about Newton's
theory of the motion of the planets : inasmuch as it seems
to be a pure abstraction witlwqt any physical ground, viz.
hnw one planetary body could gravitate towards another, &c.,
which seems to he an absurdity.
6. 'Vhether Flmusteecl adopts the number given by
Oassini for the greatest obliquity of eclipses, viz. 23° 2!l, or
takes the nmnlJer given by others, viz. 23° 30'.
7. "rhich tables of the moon's motion are considered the best.
[Here follows Prof. Elfvius' olJservation of the eclipse of
the moon in 1706, which Swedenborg desired to have].
In conclusion I commend you to God's protection, and
remain
Your most obedient servant,

P.

ELJ<'VIU8.

[P. S.] I reconunencl the above, and everything else that
may be of use in our mathematical studies, to l\Ir. Swedberg's
great desire of acquiring knowledge, &c.

DOCUJ!ENT 43.

SWEDENBORG TO ERIOUS BENZELIUS. *
Received January, 1712. [E. B.]
1\Iost learned Librarian,
Two weeks ago a letter was dispatched by
a ship which started for Gottenburg, but which was un·
fortunately obliged to put back here again a few days
ago, in company with several others. :Meanwhile your much
wished for answer to my last letter, together with a draft for
250 R:L~dalers in copper, on account of the Library, has arrived.
Part of this money has already been laid out for the books
which you ordered in your last letter, all of which I have succeeded in finding and purchasing, with the exception of the
Philosopllical T~ransactions, of which however, after a great deal
of enquiry, I have at last found a copy. All these shall be
sent by the next opportunity either to Gottenburg or Stockholm, together with a very handsome microscope. With respect
to the glasses for the telescopes, I shall wait until I hear from
you again; for the manufacturers generally say that they never
make more than two glasses for a twenty-four feet telescope,
but for one that is only six or seven feet long they make four,
and they add, that those which consist of four glasses can be
used only in the day-time, but the others also at night. Flamsteed's sixteen feet telescope had only two glasses. The
glasses which Hevelius made by hand are all clone, and they
all stood the test. The bill will follow when they are sent
off, and also a catalogue of everything belonging to the airpump, of which I have the author's own description in a
pamphlet in quarto; this I will also send, and it may then either

* Benzelius'

Collection, Vol. IV, No. 66.
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lle for my own use, or it may be onlereJ for the
l •. lJrary.
It is almost impossible to get the paper for the globes;
for they are afraid they will be copied. ~rlwse that are
mounted arc, on the other hand, very dear. I have therefore
thought of engraving a couple myself with ruy own hands;
but only of the ordinary size, t-ll- of a Swedish foot, and after
they are done I will send both the drawing and the plates
to Sweden; after my return I may perhaps make some
of more value. I have already perfected myself so much in
the art of engraving, that I consider myself capable of it; a
specimen of my art I enclose in my father's letter; this, which
illustrates some of my inventions, was the first thing I took
iu hand. At the same time I have learned so much from my
landlord in the art of making brass instruments, that I have
manufactured many for my own use. If I was in Sweden, I
should not need to apply to any one to make the meridians
for the globe, and its other appurtenances.
With regard to astronomy I have made such progress in
it, as to have discovered much which I think will be useful
in its study. Although in the beginning it made my brain
ache, yet long speculations are now no longer difficult for
me. I examined closely all propositions for finding the terrestrial
longitude, but could not find a single one; I have therefore
originated a method by means of the n;.oon~ which is unerring,
and I am certain that it is the best which has yet been advanced. In a short time I will inform the Royal Society
that I have a proposition to make on this subject, stating
my points. If it is favourably received by these gentlemr·n,
I shall publish it here; if not, in France. I have also discovered many new methods for observing the planets, the
moon, and the stars; that which concerns the moon and its
parallaxes, diameter, and inequality, I will publish whenever
an opportunity arises.
I am now busy working my way
through algehra and the higher geometry, and I intend to
make such progress in it, as to be able in time to continue
J>olhammar's 14 discoveries.
If the following book& are not in the library, I think you
ought to get them. 'Vilkins' mathematical works; his writings

218

STrEDEXBORG'S CORRESPONDENCE.

[Doc. 43.

are very clever.
Isaac Newton's "Series, Fluxions, and
Differentials, with an Enumeration of the Lines of the third
order", which is a book about a finger in thickness, and expensive,
costing twelve shillings. The same author on "Arithmetical Cornposition for the Use of the University at Cambridge," 1707.
Ditton's "Institution of Fluxions." There are also eminent
English poets, that are well worth reading for the sake of their
imagination alone, such as Dryden, Spencer, Waller, 1\Iilton,
Cowley, Beaumont and Fletcher, Shakespeare, Ben Jonson,
Oldham, Benham, Philip, Smith, and others.
\Vith regard to \V astoYius 14 7 I shall ask Bishop 1\Iore about
him; but he has been out of town for some time on visitation.
I hope you will not be displeased at my having called him
superstitious, for this can no more detract from his usefulness
in ecclesiastical matters, than if I had called Virgil a heathen.
This proposition, however, cannot, I think, be controverted:
"All Catholics are worshipers of saints and of the pope, and
all worshipers of saints are superstitious." Religion cannct
diminish the fame of any one in historical matters. If a
precious little copper coin of my brother's should he rashly called
by any one a little rusty bit of copper, none of its intrinsic
value is thereby lost, perhaps its value is even increased.
I offer my best thanks to Prof. ElfYius 54 for communicating
to me his observation of the edipse. I must beg you to
procure for the Library a brass quadrant, after the model
now in use, which will not cost too much to have imported
into Sweden; for, heretofore, all the instruments have been
made of iron, and only the circle has been made of brass.
\Vooclen sextants, it is true, are large, hut observations
made by them are not so reliable as those made with a brass
instrument about one third the size. I am also engaged upon
a method for a quadrant, by which observations may he made
without trigonometrical calculations.
Flamsteed's56 largest
instrument stands in a crypt, which is open only in the line
of the meridian; it is fastened to a stone wedge, and nothing
but its tube is movable. The sweep of the instrument is
almost 130 [degrees], and it commands the whole of the arc
from the horizon to the pole. The division is a mixture of
the method employed by Hooke, Tycho, and others; it is divided
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by cross-lines only for the minutes; every sixth second is shown

by some divisions in a brass ruler, which is like a mern her of a
pair of scissors, and cuts off every circle [?]. Upon the whole it
is uniform with Tycho's method, only it is more compendious in
the division, for the marks on the above-mentioned brass ruler
are in the place of a circle upon the instrument. In his observatory he had also other quadrants, all with tubes and micrometers, which were set in a horizontal position hy means of a
plumb-line. '.rlus is my respectful answer to Prof. Elfviw:;~ 54
letter.*
I have also been asked about Flamsteed's 56 publications;
they are as follows: The Postlmmous llorks of Horroxius, together
with a little about the eclipses of the sun, how they may he
marked down, so that they may be computed in full; he has
also published in folio his Observations during fifteen years,
but they cannot be obtained. He told me also that he had in
the press the Heavenly Constellations as they are founJ in
Hipparehus, hut corrected and emended; for he shmvs that
the one among the ancients who first put them on record mistook
right for left, upper for lower, and was especially wrong in
the constellation of the ship, because he did not sufficiently
understand the Greek language. lie prefers to take the stars
in the oruer in which they reach the meridian.
\Vhen the plates for the glohes arrive in Sweden, Prof.
Elfvius 54 will perhaps take care to have them printed and
made up; I shall send a specimen very soon; hut no impression
is to he sold.
P. S. Prof. Elfvius asks what is the opinion of Englishmen
with regard to Newton's Principin; but in this matter no
Englishman ought to he consulted, quia ccecutit in suis, i. e.
he cause he is hlind ahout his own; yet it would he crimina!
to doulJt them. The lunar tables that are most sold here,
are, Horroxii ta1mlce Britannic"ce, Strecliii [? J Caroliuae,
Greenwood's An.r;licanr.e. Flamsteed informed me that he haG.
made unerring lunar tahles. No other writings are in use
here, nor tlo the English employ any other writings in mathematics except those of their ov·;n countrymen.

*

Compare Document 42.
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P. S. As I have been hitherto so much taken up with
astronomical speculations, I hope you will excuse my negligence; I promise to be more industrious in future, and not
to let any opportunity pass, ·without pa:ying you my respects.
I do not expect to come home much before 1715. I have
longed very much to see the Bodleiian Library, since I saw
the little one at Sion College; but I am kept back here
on account of "u:ant of money."* I wonder my father does
not show greater care for me, than to have let me live now
for more than sixteen months upon 200 rixdalers; well knowing that I promised in a letter not to incommode him by
drawing for money; and yet none has been forth-coming
for the last three or four months. It is hard to live without
food or drink like some poor drudge in Schonen.
P. S. The expenses for postage you will please to charge
either to me or to my father. Flamsteed desired Bilbergii
Solem Inocciduum. I send my love to all my brothers and
sisters. I hope brothers Gustav and Hennickt have not forgotten our former acquaintance. The little copper-plate may
be taken out of my father's letter, which accompanies my first
specimen. I thank sister Hedwig* for her letter; the one
which she sent before starting for Stockholm arrived about a
week ago, after it was half a year old. I "·ill pay my respects
to Prof. Elfvius 54 by letter; a separate letter to him shall
follow, though perhaps not very soon; his advice I will obey.
I hope very soon to receive money. This letter goes by post
to 1Jrichet-grubb [?].

* These

words are in English in the original letter.
({ustav Benzelstjerna,65 and Dr. Henricus Benzelius, two younger
brothers of Ericus, the former became Royal Secreta1y and Cemor of the
press, and died 1737; concerning the latter see Note 7.
t Swedenborg's sister Hedvig who was married to Lars Benzelstjema,s
another brother of Ericus Benzelius.

t
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S'VEDENBORG TO EHICUS BENZELIUS. *
London August 15, 1712.
1\fost honoured friend and brother,
Some time ago I had the honour of answering your letter. 1\Iy letter was handed to Alberg, that,
when opportunity offered, he might send it over; and as I
understand that several ships have since left port, I hope it
has arrived and is now in your hands. I was sometimes afraid
of writing you too many letters; for if they come in too rapid
succession they must necessarily be barren [of news] ; wherefore I thought it best to reserve them from time to time, and
collect them together, that they might become more important. In the above letter, and also in one that I sent to my
father, I detailed the trouble I had taken to get the hooks out
of the custom-house; which it is impossible to do, unless the
conditions mentioned are complied with. Some of your friemls
desire these hooks, and have asked rue to make yon acquainted
with the state of things, in order that, if they cannot be got
out, others may he sent in their place. I am ready to start
on my journey, and am delaying only that I may have an
opportunity of procuring the friendship of the learned by means
of your welcome presents; John Cham berlayne, however, with
whom I am very well acquainted, and who has written "On
tlte ]Yresent state qf England," has ohligingly promised me, that
in case any other of your learned books, as for instance,
" Vi tis Aqnilonia, &c." slwulJ be sent over here, he will take
care they shall he delivered to those to whom they may 1Je
addressed; so much interest does he take in this affair. He has

* Benzelius'
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promised to get the others out of the custom-house, should
the particulars above-mentioned come to hand. As you
are probably acquainted with the other points that I have
discovered or investigated in mathematics, you will not care
to have them repeated here; yet of the actual dii:)coveties
I have made in them I prepared a list in my letter to Prof.
Elfvius 54 •
\Vith regard to my discovery for finding the
terrestrial lon9itnde by means qf the moon, I am convi11cecl.
that it is the only one that can be given, that it is also the
easiest, and in fact the right one. The only olJjection tLat
can be raised against it, is, that the orhit of the moon is
not yet thoroughly reduced into lunar tables; but these are
promised by Flamsteed, and he has constructed such good
ones, that I am sure, they will always and without error serve
to show the moon's motion. If this is really so, I have won
the whole game, and I make bold to say (after having well
considered what I say), that none of the others who have
endeavoured to find the longitude by the moon have gained
it. Suppose the motion of the moon was really rectified, no
other method, of all those that have been projected Ly others,
can be used for this purpose, except mine alone; this much,
at least, Dr. Halley 55 has admitted to me orally. But as
I have not, here in England, among this civil and proud people,
met with great encouragement, I have laid it aside for some
other place. \Vhen I tell them that I have some project
about longitude, they treat it as an impossibility, and therefore I do not wish to discuss it here. Let what I enclose
be submitted to some mathematicians, perhaps it might be
sent to a French mathematician, e. g. Abbe Bignon57, that he
may pass judgment upon it.
As my speculations made me for a time not so sociable
as is serviceable and useful for me, and as my spirits are
somewhat exhausted, I have taken refuge for a short time
in the study of poetry, that I mig·ht be somewhat recreated by
it. I intend to gain a little reputation by this study, on some
occasion or other, during· this year, and I hope I may have
advanced in it as much as may be expected from me-but
time ancl others will perhaps judge of this. Still, after a
time, I intend to take mathematics up again, although, at
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present, I am doing nothing in them ; and, if I am encouraged,
I intend to make more discoveries in them than any one
else in the present age; but without encouragement this would
be sheer trouble, and it would he like non prqfednris litont
lmbus arare-ploug·hing the ground with stulJlwrn steers.
I have been at \Yoodward's, who was so polite as to introduce me to some of the learned and to members of the Royal
Society, and also to some one by whom, he said, you were
taken to a certain Doctor Postelwort (I think th:1t is his
name) ; this gentleman talked a good deal about yon, and
;rour intention to enter the Church, and both of them desire
very much to he remembered to you.
:Magister Alstryn will inform you what Hudson at Oxford
has in hand; he is a little dissatisfied that he so seldom gets
a letter from you; he is very anxious to have fi·om you 1Joth
a letter and several copies of Chrysostom.
I send you a part of the hooks which I was most particularly requested to purchase, viz:£

J.lliscellanect Curiosa, in three volumes
1Yotton, Rrflection upon AHcient ancl Jiodern
Lea ruing
Rr:flection upon tl1e Conduct of human Life
Rrjlection upon Learning
Jlau ksbee, Pl1 ysico-lllecli an ica l Expc1·imen ts
Leslie, Truth of Christianity
Letter to Sir Joseph Banks
(i lasses for a TelescojJe of 24 feet

s.

u.

• 0 13

0

. 0
.0
. 0
. 0
.0
. 0

4
1
3

.2

0

0
6
6
0
0
3
0

6

2
0

£ 3 10 3
In the same hox I send a large quantity of my hooks-mostly
mathematical-which I have been using here, and also some of
my instruments ; a part of my hooks and instruments I am keeping hack. I trust that you will take good care of them; hut if
Prof. Elfvius 54 desires to see them, you may show them
to him. I am still several pounds in debt here, which I
intend to clear off by means of some other hooks. The
microscope I did not purchase, 1Jecause it cost too much, viz.
four guineas; and the others arc scarcely worthy to be in a
lihrary. \Vith regard to the air-pump, I seml you the autlwr·s
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book in which there is a drawing of it, and also a list of the
things that belong to it. If I hear that you desire to have
one, I shall write to Hauksbee from some other place, tHat
he undertake to send it to you, which he has promised
to do. There is a large quantity of books worth buying:*
Harris's Lexicon qf the Sciences and Arts, in which there is also
contained much mathematics. Philosophical Transactions and
collections from the year 1705, by John Lowth, which will
cost fifty shillings; it was recommended to me by Dr. Woodward, because it contains what has been transacted in the Royal
Society, and because the information which is scattered through
the Philosophical Transactions is here reduced into order. I
read it through; it is a great pity it is not translated into
Latin. The ];Jemoirs qf Literature; which treats on the history
of literature, in folio; besides several other books, which
I think cannot have escaped your knowledge. Within three
or four months I hope, ·with God's help, to be in France;
for I greatly desire to understand its fashionable and useful languag·e. I hope by that time to have, or to find there,
letters from you to some of your learned correspondents,
especially Abbe Bignon,57 whose acquaintance I much desire
to make, and which I shall have no difficulty in making by
means of a letter from you.
Your great kindness, and your favour, of which I have had
so many proofs, make me believe, that your advice and your
letters will induce my father to be so favourable towards me,
as to send me the funds which are necessary for a young man,
and which will infuse into me new spirit for the prosecution
of my studies. Believe me, I desire and strive to be an honour
to my father's house and yours, much more strongly than you
yourself can wish and endeavour.
P. S. I would have bought the microscope, if the price
had not been so much higher than I could venture to pay,
before receiving your orders. This microscope was one which
1\Ir. 1\.Iarshall showed to me especially; it is quite new, and of
his own invention, and shows the motion in fishes very vividly.

* A.s will be seen from the original of this letter as published in Vol. ill
the greater part of what follows was written by Swedenborg in broken
English, which we have endeavoured to render into good English.
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There was a glass with a candle placed under it, which made
the thing itself ancl the object much lighter; so that any one
could see the 'blood in the fishes flowing swiftly, like small
1·ivulets; for it ftoweJ in this manner, and just as fast.
P. S. At a watchmaker's, Autram, I saw a curiosity which
I cannot forbear mentioning: it was a clock which was still,
and without any motion. On the top of it there was· a candle,
and when this was lighted, the clock began to go and. to keep
its true time : but as soon as the candle was hlown out, the
motion ceased, and so on. There was nothing on the top, or
Jlcar the candle, which could be heated by the flame or the
urz, and which could thus set the clock in motion. He showed
me also the interior, which was entirely different from any
other clock. He told me that nobody had as yet found out,
how it could be set in motion by the candle.
P. S. Please remember me kindly to sister Anna,* my
dear sister HedYig,t and also to Brother Ericus Benzel, 68 the
little one; about whose state of health I always desire to hear.

DOCU}.JENT 45.

SWEDENBORG TO EHICUS BENZELIUS.f
:l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
Since my last letter, which I sent you from
Holland by the mail packet, I have not had the honour of
paying you my reRpects; I am sorry it has been so long.
After that time I left Holland, intending to make greater
progress in mathematics, and also to finish all I had designed
in that science. Since my arrival here I have been hindered
in my work by an illness whic.h lasted six weeks, and which
interfered with my studies and other useful operations; hut I
have at last recovered, and am beginning to make tl1e

* Swedenborg's

sister, the wife of Ericus Benzelius.

t A younger sister of SwedeniJorg, mal'lied to Lars Benzclstjerna.s

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. IV, No. 149.
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acquaintance of the most learned men in this place. I have
called upon, and made the acquaintance of De La Hire, 59 who
is now a great astronomer, and who was formerly a well-known
geometrician. I have also been frequently with Warrignon, 60
who is the greatest geometrican and algebraist in this town,
and perhaps the greatest in Europe. · About eight days ago
I called upon Abbe Bignon,57 and presented your compliments,
on the strength of which I was very favourably received by
him. I submitted to him for examination, and for introduction
into the Society, three discoveries, two of which were in algebra.
In the first invention I showed, that by means of algebraical
analysis a great many useful problems could be solved, which it
was impossible to do by the usual method-this I proved by
more than a hundred examples. In the second invention a new
method of treating algebra is presented, in which the unknown
quantity is obtained, not by an equation, but in a shorter and
more natural way by means of geometrical and arithmetical proportions. The tlzird invention was about the finding of the terrestrial longitude; under this title there are given the outlines of
a certain most easy, and, if respect is had to the signs (si
signa SjJectes), of a true and genuine method of finding the
terrestrial longitude both by land and by sea. These three
discoveries I followed out to some extent; but in my specimens
I only gave a sketch of them, and did not add many proofs.
Abbe Bignon57 at once gave me a letter to Warrignon, 60
desiring that he should examine them; in it he mentioned
you, and recommended me to him, because I was a relation of 1\fons. Benzelius, with whom he said he was en
liaison intime (intimately connected )-these are his own
words. I was to-clay for two hours at W arrignon's, during
which I submitted my papers to him. I intend to have them
printed, that I may communicate them more easily to the
learned; they will not exceed three sheets. l\foreover? there is
another man in England, by the name of Whiston, who has
given out that he has discovered the longitude; for this reason
I wish to make haste with mine. This man has written
on astronomy, but has never before invented anything. Here
in town I avoid conversation with Swedes, and shun all those
by whom I might be in the least interrupted in my studies.
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\Vbat I hear from the learned, I note down at once in my
journal; it would be too long to copy it out and to communicate it to you. Between the mathematicians here and the
English there is great emulation and jealousy. Halley, 55
of Oxford, told me that he 'vas the first who examined
the variation of the pendulum under the equator; they keep
silence about this here; the astronomers here also maintain
that Cassini's paper was '\"\Titten before Halley made his
expedition to the Island of St. Helena, and so forth.
It is seldom that mathematical works are published here,
and if you come a few months after, they are not to be
had. All mathematicians take their papers to the Dictria
1mulica Academire Scientianon (the public Journal of the
Academy of Sciences), and do not trouble themselves further
ahout publishing and keeping a copy of them. I find in the
book-shops in this country a much smaller number of
mathematical works for sale than in England and Holland.
I have also been a good deal in th~ libraries, with the
exception of the Royal Library. I ordered Brander in
England to send the microscope which was written for, to
Sweden for the Library ; it will probably cost from three
to four pounds. It will be forwarded to you by some
opportunity.
I suppose my books and other things, which Alstryn
took to Sweden, have been forwarded from Gottenburg to
Upsal. During my stay in Holland I was most of the time
in Utrecht, where the Diet met, and where I was in great
favour with ambassador Palmquist, 61 who had me every clay at
his Louse; every day also I had discussions on algebra with
him. He is a good mathematician, and a great algebraist.
He wished me not to go away; and, therefore, I intend next
year to return to Leyden, where they have a splendid ohservatory, and the finest brass quadrant that I have ever seen; it
cost 2000 new guilders. They are eontinually making new
observations. I will ask permission from the university to
take observations there for two or three months, whieh I shall
easily obtain; Palmquist said the same.
In Leyden I learned glass-grinding; and I have now all
the instruments and utensils belonging to it.
15*
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Three months ago I receiYed a letter from Hinrick Benzelius, 7
from Dimmertess, near Adrianople, dated the ~~ ~t:; 1 , in which
he mentions that he had been for six months with the King.*
I do not know what he intends to do now, whether he will
proceed farther into the East, or return to Venice by way of
the Archipelago. :Magister Eneman,t Professor at Upsal with a
salary of ?00 rixclalers, had been with him, but he travelled
afterwards to Jerusalem. He had a letter from him dated
from Smyrna.
"\Vhatever I am able to gather, from the conversation of
the learned, respecting the progress of literature and mathematics, I will always report to you whenever I have an opportunity.
You may rest assured that I entertain the greatest friendship
and veneration for you; I hope, therefore, that you will not be
displeased with me on account of my silence, and my delay
in writing letters, if you hear that I am always intent on my
studies, so that sometimes I omit more important matters.
Farewell.
Yours most faithfully, even to death,
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

Paris, _9/19 August, 1713,

* Henricus Benzelius left Sweden in 1712; after paE>sing through Germany and Hungary he spent some time at Bender in Turkey with
Charles XII; afterwards he visited Greece, Palestine, and Egypt, and returned home towards the close of 1718.
t l\Iagister Eneman maJ.e an equally extensive journey, and in addition
visited Arabia, being the first Swede who had entered that country.
'While in Egypt, in 1714, he received the appointment of professor of the
oriental languages at Upsal; whereupon he immediately returned home,
but died a few weeks after his return.

DOCU.JIE...YT 46.

S\VEDENDORG TO ERIC US DENZELIUS. *
:Most honoured Friend and Brother,
It is some time since I had the pleasure of
writing to you. I hope this has not caused any feeling of
uneasiness. I admit that it was caused partly by procrastination, but in part it was also owing to my not haviug
any opportunities for writing. This reason has also prevented
me from giving my clear parents any intelligence concerning
But as I am now so much nearer home, I will
myself.
make amends for all this by increased industry, if I can please
you by doing so. Your last letter I received in Paris as I
was on the point of leaving that city: nevertheless I attended

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 110. This is the first of the
letters copied by Dr. Hahl, the librarian of the Cathedral-library at Linkoping, for the Swedenborg Association. His transcript of these letters is of
considerable value, as it contains Dr. 1Hbl's reading of doubtful passages.
The onler in which these letters follow in Dr. Hahl's copies is the same as that
in which these letters were originally bound together in Vol. XL of the Benzelius Collection.
This order was also preserved by l\Ir. "\Vhite in
publishing twenty-six of these letters in English; yet tbi~ order is by no
means chronological, aml only serves to confounu the biographer of Sweuenborg. Upon closer investigation it has been founu that all the letters in the
collection witlwnt any date had been bound up indiscriminately between
letters one and two. After the true dates of these letters had been approximately determineu by a critical examination of tl.wir contents, the
true order of these letters, as numbered Ly Dr.l-lahl and l\Ir. \Yhite, appears
to be as follows: 1, 5 (omitted Loth Ly Dr. Hithl aiHl l\Ir. \Yhite), 9, :18,
13, 8, 32, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 1!;, 1ti, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24, 25, 26, &c. Compare the English translation of this letter in l\Ir. \Vhite's
"New Churchman," l\Iarch, 1856, p. 29, "Xew Documents concerning SwedeuboL'g," Letter 1.
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to the commission respecting the books, several of which I
was able to find; I intrusted Secretary Gedda with the care
of receiving them from the bookseller, with whom they now
are until further orders. I would have taken charge of them
myself, could I have found an opportunity of sending them to
Rouen, and thence to Sweden. In case you have occasion to
correspond on any literary matters in Paris, Secretary Gedda
offers his services; he is well known to a part of the learned,
and is versed in scientific studies and literary history. At the
close of my stay in Paris, I made a general tour all over the
city in company with several others, that I might see what
was to be seen. I took my companions also to those of
your friends whom you were kind enough to name to me,
and they showed us every politeness for your sake; you have
left among them an uncommon esteem and affection. As soon
as Father le Quien heard your name, he did not know what
books to show us first in his library, and what service he
could offer to us, who were acquainted with you.
With Father le Long, also, who has a history of literature
in hand, it was the same. It would be a heart-felt delight to
them, and it is a strong wish of theirs, that you may once
more have an opportunity of being with them.
I am very glad that I have come to a place where I have
time and leisure to gather up all my works and thoughts,
which have hitherto been without any order, and are scattered
here and there upon scraps of paper. I have always been in
want of a place and time to collect them. I have now commenced this labour, and shall soon get it done. I promised
my dear father to publish an academical thesis, for which
I shall select some inventions in mechanics which I have at
hand. Further, I have the following mechanical inventions
either in hand or fully written out, viz: 1. The plan of a certain ship, which with its men can
go under the surface of the sea, wherever it chooses, and do
great damage to the fleet of the enemy.
2. A new plan for a syphon, by which a large quantity of water
may be raised from any river to a higher locality in a short time.
3. For lifting weights by the aid of water and this portal~le
syphon, with greater facility than by mechanical powers.
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4. For constructing sluices in placE's where there is no
fall of water, by means of which entire ships with their cargoes
may be raised to any height required within an hour or two.
5. A machine driven by fire, for throwing out water, and
a method of constructing it near forges, where the water
has no fall, but is tranquil. The fire and chimney would
supply a sufficient quantity of water for the wheels.
6. A draw-bridge which may be closed and opened within
the gates and the walls.
7. Kew machines for condensing and exhausting air by
means of water. Also a new pump acting by water and mercury,
without any syphon, which presents more advantages, and works
more easily, than the common pumps. I have also, besides
these, other new plans for pumps.
8. A new construction of air-guns, thousands of which
may be discharged in a moment by means of one syphon.
9. A universal musical instnrment, by means of which
one who is quite unacquainted with music may execute all
kinds of airs, that are marked on paper by notes.
10. Sciagntphia universalis. The universal art of delineating
shades, or a mechanical method of delineating engravings of any
kind upon any surface by means of fire.
11. A water-clock, in which water serves the purpose of an
index, and in which, by the flow of the water, all the movable
bodies in the heavens are demonstrated, wittJ. other curious
effects.
12. A mechanical carriage containing all sorts of works,
which are set in motion by the movement of the horses.
Also, a flying carriage, or the possibility of remaining
suspended in the air, and of being conveyed through it.
13. A method of ascertaining the desires and affections
of the minds of men by analysis.
14. New methods of constructing cords and springs, with
their properties.
These are my mechanical inventions which were heretofore lying scattered on pieces of paper, but nearly all of
which are now brought into order, so that when opportunity
offers, they may be publisheu. To all these there is added
an algebraic and a numerical calculation, from which the
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proportions, motion, times, and all the properties which they
ought to possess, are deduced. Moreover, all those things
which I have in analysis and astronomy, require each its own
place and its own time. 0 how I wish, my beloved friend
and brother, that I could submit all these to your own eyes,
and to those of Prof. Elfvius. 54 But as I cannot show you
the actual machines, I will at least, in a short time, forward
you the drawings, with which I am daily occupied.
I have now time also to bring my poetical efforts
into order. They are only a kind of fables, like those of
Ovid, under cover of which those events are treated which have
happened in Europe within the last fourteen or fifteen years;
so that in this manner I am allowed to sport with serious things,
and to play with the heroes and the great men of our country.
But, meanwhile, I am affected with a certain sense of shame,
when I reflect that I have said so much about my plans and
ideas, and have not yet exhibited anything: my journey and its
inconveniences have been the cause of this.
I have now a very great desire to return home to Sweden,
and to take in hand all Polhammar's14 inventions, make
drawings, and furnish descriptions of them, and also to
test them by physics, mechanics, hydrostatics, and hydraulics,
and likewise by the algebraic calculus; I should prefer to publish
them in Sweden, rather than in any other place; and in this
manner to make a beginning among us of a Society for
Learning and Science, for which we have such an excellent
foundation in Polhammar's inventions. I wish mine could
serve the same purpose.
As to my :Method for finding the Longitude, it is also contained
on small scraps of paper. I gave only a few outlines and
points of it in Paris, so that those who wished to see it, and
to understand how it operated, could acquire some knowledge
of it. But as I had no observations by which I could confirm
it, I thought I would let it rest, until I had worked it out
fully, and had confirmed it by observations; lest I might
lose all my trouble, as well as any reward I might expect
from it. I am afraid I might bring forth blind whelps (timeo
ut cmcos pct'rerem catulos), if I produced it before its proper
time.
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:Meanwhile, I should like very much to know what the
Upsal ~l\Iinerva thinks of the general of the l\fuscovites, who is
only twenty Swedish miles distant; whether she has seized her
arms and regis, and is preparing to go and meet him, together ·with her muses, or whether she has an olive branch
which she prefers to offer? Although afar off, I see how she
is instructing her muses in the use of arms, and teaching the
exercises of :l\Iars rather than her own. I should have wishecl
to bear the eagles before her, or to perform any other small
service under her.
A thousand remembrances to my sister Anna. 5 I hope she
is not alarmed at the approach of the Russians. I have a
great longing to see little brother Eric 58 again; perhaps he will
be able to make a triangle, or to draw one for me, when I
give him a little ruler.
Farewell, and again farewell! This is the wish of
Your devoted friend,
E::'.IAN. SwEDBERG.

Rostock, 8 September, 1714.

DOCU.JIE1VT 47.

S\VEDE:NBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS.*
1\Iost honoured friend aml brother,
By the last mail I sent enclosed in my father's
letter a drawing of an air-pump to be worked by water; I
should also have added a letter, had not my time been too
short.
In my last letter to my father I promised to send you l1y
every opportunity, and in each of his letters, some machine
or other of my invention. If I can thereby amuse you and

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 117. Compare the English translation of this letter in :\Ir. \Vhite's "New Churchman," June, 1S56, p. 66
"New Documents concerning Sweucnborg," Letter 7.
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Professor Elfvius, 54 I shall continue to do so for some t1me.
Herewith follows another machine of the same kind, an
air-pump, which has the same effect as the 1)receding one,
but differs considerably in its construction, being easier to
make; and perhaps quicker to work with. Further it is my
intention, of which I hope you will approve, to send over some
of my machines of this kind for the examination of the Upsal
people; and when this is done, to do the same with those
which are in Palhammar's14 possession, and thus to prepare
them for publication, when an opportunity offers. This may
perhaps be a little foundation for a Society in Physics and
:Mechanics amongst us, like those in other places. \Vhen their
utility is known in mining operations, and in the manufactures
'vhich may be established in Sweden, we may hope that in
time they will meet with encouragement from some college or
other; especially, if the High Chancellor Pahnquist61, who is
a great mathematician, and with whom I have already conferred
on this subject, should return home from the Hague. You
also, perhaps, will do your share in this matter, as you are
almost the only one in the university inclined to encourage
these and similar studies. Such an undertaking, however,
should be commenced only on a small scale, and in course of
years may be enlarged. You will please take care of these
machines, as I might lose the copies.
I am relieving these mathematicd studies with poetry;
I have published a few things, and have now in the press
some fables like those of Ovid, under which the deeds and
other affairs of certain kings and great men are concealed.*
As to the doings of the learned, there is nothing of much
interest to be found in Greifswalcle, which-you will excuse
me for saying-is quite a paltry university. Papke is the
professor of mathematics, fit for anything rather than for this

* The work in question was published by Swedenborg under this title:
Camena Borea cum Htroum et Heroidum fact-is ludens: sive Fabellre
Ovidianis sim-iles cum variis nominibus scriptre ab Emanuel Swedberg
(The Northern Muse sporting with the deeds of heroes and heroines: or
Fables similar to those of Ovid under vanous names, by Emanuel Swedberg). Gryphiswaldire (Greifswalde), 1715. A second edition of this work
was published by Dr. Im. Tafel at Tiibingen, in 1845.
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science. I should have liked to meet Leibnitz, 62 who is at present
olf's 18 mathematical course translated into
in Vienna.
Latin may be fouud perhaps in Sweden: it is a very useful
and clearly written book. I should like to kuow what you have
in hand at present.
I am exceedingly glad to hear that Professor Upmark 51 and
sister Eva Swede* are united in tlwlamo et lecto; I wish them
every kind of happiness. I had intended to write a carmen
nuptiale in their behalf, but as it is now too late, it will
probably be a carmen geniale.
Remember me a thousand times to sister Anna 5 ; and when
you feel inclined to write, I expect to have a short account
of how little brother Eric58 is.
I suppose Prof. Elfvius 54 will use his greatest diligence at
the great eclipse of 1\Iay the 3nl.
I remain always, my dear brother,
Your most obedient servant and brother,

'V

El\IAN.

sWEDENBORG.

Greifswalde, 4 April, 1715.
P. S. :l\Iessrs. Estenberg and Cederholm, who are ordina1'ii
(ordinary assessors) in the government office, relate that brother
Hinric Benzelius 7 was staying in Constantinople when they left
it. I do not know whether he is with the suite. They arrived
safely this week, so we shall soon hear whether he is with them.

* Daughter of Prof. Swede of Upsal aml Brita Behm~ 0 Swede1 Swedenborg's maternal aunt.

SWEDENBORG TO ERICUS

BENZELIUs.~:~

1\Iost honoured friend and brother,
As I presume you have now returned from
the springs to Upsal, I hope that this letter may find you
in good condition and with renewed health, at which I
should rejoice more than any one else. I received lately a
very nice little Latin letter from brother Ericulus, 58 at which
I was very much pleased and gratified. I answered it in
some extemporaneous Latin verses, in which I wished him
every kind of happiness and success, both in his studies, and
in everything else that may be agreeable to his parents and
to himself.
I looked very carefully for the machines which I some
time ago sent to my father; they were eight in number, but
I was unable to discover the place in which he had laid them
aside. He thinks they have been sent to you, which I hope
with all my heart; for it cost me a great amount of work to
place them on paper, and I shall not have any time during
the next winter to do this over again. There were, 1. Three
drawings and plans for water-pumps, by which a large quantity
of water can be raised in a short time from any sea or lake
you choose. 2. Two machines for raising weights by means
of water, as easily and quickly as is done by mechanical
forces. 3. Some kinds of sluices, ·which can be constn1ctecl
where there is no fall of water, and which will raise boats

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 118. An English translation of
this letter is contained in JHr. ·white's ''Xew CLmchman," June, 1856,
Letter 8.
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over hills, sand-banks, &c. 4. A machine to discharge by air
10,000 or 11,000 shots per hour. All these machines are carefully described and calculated algebraically. I had further
intended to communicate plans of some kinds of vessels and
boats, in which persons may go under water wherever they
choose: also a machine for building at pleasure a blast furnace
near any still water, where the wheel will nevertheless revolve
by means of the fire, which will put the water in motion:
likewise some kinds of air-guns that are loaded in a moment,
and discharge sixty or seventy shots in succession, without any
fresh charge. Towards winter, perhaps, I shall draw and
describe these machines: I should like to have the opportunity
and the means of setting one or other of them up and getting
it to work.
The day after to-morrow I will travel to the Kinnekulle,* to select a spot for a small observatory, where I intend,
towards winter, to make some observations respecting our
horizon, and to lay a foundation for those observations, by
which my invention on the longitude of places may he confirmed: perhaps, I may then in all haste travel first to Upsal,
to get some things I need for it.
Please let me know whether Professor Upmark51 has yet
obtained his appointment. If there is anything in ·which I
can he of use to you again, I wish you would inform me of
it. \Vill you he so good as to recommend me to any of the
professors for any opening that may present itself? The rest
I shall myself see to. By the next opportunity I will send
you something which I saw through the press before returning
home: it is an oration on the King's return, and also some
fables like those of Ovid, which I have called Camena Borea,t
and have dedicated to Oronhjelm. 63 I am waiting impatiently
for your oration, about which you said a few words in your
last letter. Remember me a thousand times to Auua. 5 \Vhatever additional success I may have in my designs, I will first
communicate to you. I wish you would allow me to do so.

* The finest mountain in Sweden, which rises from the shores of Lako
"rettcr
936' above the level of the sea. A most Lcautiful view is comfrom its summit.
manueu
t See note to Document 47.
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:Meanwhile I live in the hope of being allowed to remain, most
learned friend and brother,
Your most obedient brother and servant,
EM.AN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, 9 Aug. 1715.

DOCUMENT 49.

SWEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. *
l\fost honoured friend and brother,
According to promise I send these lines in
the greatest haste to the post-office, thanking you first and
foremost for the great kindness shewn to me at Upsal. My
highest wish is to find an opportunity by which I can repay
it in some way or other. I only came here to-day. I could
easily have arrived yesterday, had it not been for the darkness,
and for the uncertainty of finding quarters for one in a blue
dress.
The Queen Dowager64 is still living; she is better to-clay.
I intend to send for the ring to-morrow by Magister Rhyzell.
I will inquire about the books to-morrow, and send you word
by the next post.
We have heard both the best and the worst news; only
it has here and there been exaggerated and coloured. Most
people know nothing certain about the King's person. Some
shut him up in Stralsund, and give him no means of escape;
others vainly rejoice at his return, and expect him late
this evening; carriages are in readiness at the Court to go to
meet him. It is generally supposed, however, that he has
made his escape; that after his horse had been shot under him,
he ran two thousand paces on foot, before he could procure an-

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 119. The Sweclish original of
this letter was published by Prof. Atterbom in the Appendi.x to his
"Siare och Skalder," p. 101, Letter 1. Compare the English translation by
1\Ir. Strutt in 1\Ir. ·white's "New Churchman," June, 1856, p, 68. Letter 9.
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other charger. This would likewise redound to his glory, as the
Dutch say that the Swede would be the best soldier in the
world, if he knew when to run away.
Brother Gustaf'l 5 sends his love, ancl apologizes for not
having written. 'Vith a hundred thousand kind remembrances
and thanks to sister Anna, 6 I remain, most honoured brother,
Your most faithful brother and friend,
EMAN. SwEDBEHG.

Stockholm, 21 November, 1715.

DOCUJIIENT 50.

SWEDENBORG TO ERIGUS BENZELIUS.*
J\Iy dear brother,
I have enjoyed the pleasure of reailing your
letter, my dear brother, more than half a dozen times, and each
time it has given me increased pleasure; and if I should read
it again, I should still derive from it new enjoymeut.
l\Iy literary occupationst engage me every day; impatience
only makes me somewhat restless, and restlessness interferes a
little with my affairs here. J\Iessrs. Swah 66 and l\Iormus have
come to Stockholm, and have asked me to present their respt>cts
to you. Both these gentlemen express a hope that by corresponding with l\Ir. Geisler, the surveyor of the mines at Fahlun, I
may obtain fine drawings of all the machines of our Polbammar :14 as he is the ablest and most delightful painter in
Sweden of those small but difficult works connected with mines,
I flatter myself that I shall by this means obtain some Yery

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 155. This letter which was
written by Swedenborg in the French language, was not copied by Dr.
Hal1l for the Swedenborg Association, and consequently was not translated
into EngliRh hy l\Ir. Strutt.
t These literary occupations consisted in the preparation of No. 1 of
the "Dredalus Ilyperhoreus," a scientific magazine, which, upon consultation
with Ericus Benzelius, Swcdenborg undertook to publish.
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interesting pieces, which will serve our common work, both
in the place of an ornament and of tapestry in gold.
The machine of :Mr. Lunstrom in Avestad has already nm
its course ; it has not yet paid the King's taxes, nor even
two per cent like the others that are subject to tLe Ki11g;
nor ·will it ever pay taxes, if it cannot defray its own expenses. l\Ir. Swab will report this to the College of l\Iines
here. This is the destiny of machines invented by a master
who is merely an empiric, and has no knowledge of theory. If it
would not be displeasing to l\Ir. Polhammar, I would offer to
present a more simple machine, in place of this unfortunate one.
The models in the College of l\Iines are going to ruin as
time advances. After six or ten years they ·will only be good
for fire-wood, unless I choose to prevent that destiny 1Jy
means of a little brass, a little ink, and some paper. Just the
opposite, therefore, to the common saying is going to take
place; according to which that tuliich is to have so·me share of
eternity, w'ill not smile UlJOn the days of its master.* l\Iy dear
brother, I suspected the same in regard to l\Ir. \Verner, 67
about which you enlighten me by very many proofs. He
is a man who thinks he can accomplish everything by promises
and pleasant words; and as he is solely intent upon his own
puny glory, he thinks only of feeding it by all the worldly
advantages that are offered to him. l\Iy dear brother, if you
would favour me with a letter to him, he might be persuaded;
but the principal motives must be honour and self-interest,
to secure his services.
\Vith regard to the dedicationt I must obey you. If yon

* Or in other words: According to the common saying, the works of
a master are appreciated only Ly poste1·ity, and not Ly his own timesand in agreement with tllis principle, the wonderful machines for mining
purposes invented by Polhammar, which were in the keeping of the
College of Mines, were allowed by the authorities of the College to go to
ruin. Owing to the representations made by SweJ.enborg these machines,
however, were saved from destruction, and they are, moreover, describeJ.
by him in his "Drndalus Hyperboreus."
t The "dedication" of which Swedenborg writes here is the dedication of
his "Drndalus Hyperboreus," which Ericus Benzelius insisted should Leaddressed to King Charles XII. Swedenborg did so only out of consiJ.eration for
his relative, as he expected little advantage would result from the royal
patronage.
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foresee anything, I will try to make it seem as if I saw the
same thing too; although I can flatter myself with only a
small prospect of recompense from it; but ohedience to your
counsels will prevail over all my interest in more advantageous
prospects.
But, my dear brother, a single word from you to my father
ahout me, "·ill he worth more than twenty thousand remonstrances from me. Yon can without any comment inform
him of my enterprise, of my zeal in my studies; and that he
need uot imagine that in future I shall waste my time and,
at the same time, his money. One word from another is worth
more than a thousand from me. He knows very \vell that you
lmve the kindness to interest yourself in my behalf; lmt he
knows too, that I am still more interested in my own behalf. For
this reason he will distrust me more than you, my dear brother.
I will take care of the shoes for brother Eric, and we
will also take care of the dress. But the dyers of l~tock
holm] have their hands full; the shops here are all changed
into black chamhers, to make the goods appear still more
dreary, and everything that has been red or gay has assumed
now the colour of mourning.* This is the reason why my
sister's dress cannot he dyed lJlack.
I should like very much to form one of the company at
Starho, 68 but the aff<1.irs of the journal keep me confined
here. It is necessary to push matters to a termination first; but
a week or a fortnight after your departure I shall probably
share the road with you on my way to Brunsbo.
The news that are reported here, arrived from Stralsund
this morning, viz:1. That the Royal government office with all its employes
has embarked for Sweden. There was JJrobauly a place lif't
in the vessel for the J(iug.
2. That Stralsund has been reduced to ashes, and has
become its own grave, and that of many officers.
3. That 1\lr. Aclelstrcim has been advanced to he keeper
of the Library; no other advancements.
"' All Stockholm seems to have gone into mourning on account of the
death of the ({ueen Dowager, Hcdvig .Elconora,64 which occurred 011 the
2-!th oi Xovemher.
16
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Pardon, my dear brother, that I write to you in French.
But the language in which you think usually suits you best.
~Iy thoughts at present move in this language; but whenever
Cicero shall again engage me, I shall endeavour to address you
like a Ciceronian.
Farewell, my dear brother, and think of
Your very affectionate and very humble servant,
E:'.IAN. SWEDBERG.

[Stockholm, beginning of December, 1715.1

DOCU...lfENT 51.
POLHE~f 14

TO SWEDENBORG. *

Noble and most learned Sir,
~Iost honoured friend,
With peculiar joy and delight I have heard
of your praiseworthy intention to publish, under your 0"11
care and at your own expense, the interesting and useful
information in physical mathematics and mechanics which
has been collected by the Collegium curiosorzon at Upsal and
by yourself. For this you will deservedly receive many
thanks, and acquire great reputation, if not at present, while
the condition of our country is so overclouded, at least in
after times when our just God again allows the sun of his
grace to rise upon us.
I read with great pleasure the description of the eartrumpet; and I see from it that you are a ready mathematician,
and well qualified for doing this and similar achievements.
I thank you most humbly for the great praise which you
were pleased to shower upon me in your preface, but I would
advise you to do this more sparingly, so that the ~ense of
delicacy may not be offended thereby; because for one who
has been brought up in his own country no such high reputation

* Polhem's MSS.

in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 335.
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can be expected, at least not in his own times. But whatever
I am able to contribute for the further promotion of the
enterprise, I will forward to you with the greatest pleasure;
Bince I take a deep interest in everything that promises to
be useful and creditable to our country. As long, therefore, as you please to continue your laudable undertaking, I
hope that I may be able to let you have something or other
which may be interesting to the curious world; especially as
my daily experience and practical exercise in mechanics furnish
materials for many speculations, and for the very best theoretical
works. If, therefore, you be pleased to take the trouble
and to expend the necessary means, there shall he no lack of
matter and of subjects, as long as I live, and as long as God
grants me health and vigour.
:Meanwhile, I remain constantly, most honoured sir,
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH POLHAMl\IAR. 14

Stiernsund, * December 7th, 1715.
To 1\Ir. EMANUEL SwEDBERG, Stockholm.

DOCU.J.l!EN'T 52.
POLHE~f

TO ERICUS BENZELIUS.t

~lost

worthy and most learned Librarian,
]\lost respected friend,
I thank you most humbly for your kind letter,
which arrived by the last post; it was the more welcome, as
it was some time since I had the pleasure of receiving a letter
fi·orn you. I find that young Swedberg is a ready mathematician,
a!ld possesses much aptitude for the mechanical sciences; and

* An iron-work in Dalecarlia where the King of Sweden had established a
mechanical institution of which l'olhem was the director, (see Document 38).
t Polhem's :\ISS. in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 339.
16*
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if he continues as he has begun, he will, in course of time,
be able to be of greater use to the King and to his country
in this than in any thing else. For last summer, when I was
at Carlscrona,* I found that by the aid of mechanics a great
service may be rendered to the establishment there in several
respects, so that annually several hundred thousand dalers may
be saved to His 1\fajesty; provided, when opportunity offer,
everything there is differently arranged, and done in a different
fashion from what it is now. 1\foreover, something advantageous
may now be entered into in the setting up of manufactures,
as the new custom's regulations are so framed that manufactures are thereby encouraged. For my own part I find matters
so different now, that whereas I was formerly induced by experience to consider all those insane and fools who commenced any manufacture in Sweden, I should now, if I had ten
sons, willingly see them engaged in this kind of indus try; in
fact if we get peace, and if our King come safely back again,
he will perhaps gain more for his country during peace, than
he has lost for it by war: for no kingdom in Europe combines
so many and so great advantages, when properly managed, for
the acquirement of wealth, so that we may already hope that
things "·ill turn out well, if we can only obtain precious peace,
and have our gracious King back again in his proper place.
If I can be of use in any way to l\fr. Swedberg, I will
be so with the greater pleasure, because I may thereby do
some good and aequire some honour for our country-for it
would be a matter of rejoicing if some young and zealous
natures could he found, which are not so much engrossed and
taken up with the present condition of things, as to allow
themselves to be withdrawn thereby from interesting and at
the same time useful designs and studies. I read through
:Mr. Swedberg's first draught of the ear-trumpet; hut I did
so while engaged upon, and prevented by, other matters, so
that I had not time to examine it as carefully as I could have
wished; but I have no doubt it is correct in all its parts. It
would be my greatest delight and pleasure, if he could confer
personally with me about these things; he would be always

* The

Sweilish naval station.

Doc. 53.]

245

POLHEJl TO STVEDENBORG.

welcome at my house. 'Vith many friendly remembrances,
most worthy Librarian, I am
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH

PoLH:..::uM.AR.

Stiernsund, December 10, 1715.
P. S. 'Vould you be kind enough to send back my former
papers, so that I may see what I have heretofore written and
thought upon those things which 1\Ir. Swedberg desires to
hring out. They might be received and brought here by my
boys at Upsal, only they ought to be sealed up in a packet.

DOCUltlENT 53.

POLHEM TO SWEDENBORG.*
Noble and most learned Sir,
l\Iost honoured friend,
The copper-plate which you desire is entirely at yom· service; only you must take the trouble to ask
it from :\!agister Naclerus, who borrowed it for his disputation,
and has forgotten to return it to me. 'Vhat you desire to know
about the water-wheel, with regard to its driving power and
velocity, together with several other things, requires more space
for a proRer discussion than a mere letter, especially if all is to
be demonstrated by mathematics. In the mechanical laboratory
experiments are made at the expense of the King, on the most
important parts of a number of things, which agree pretty
well with theory and mathematical computation, especially
since I discovered the cause of the difference, viz. of the resistance of mediums and the friction of substances, which have
also their proportions, hut the suhject of vd1ich is too extensive
to be treated of in a letter. But if you wish to apply yourself diligently to the study of mechanics, I should very much

*

Polhem's :US:::i. in the .Benzelius Collection at Linko}Jing, p. 343.
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like, if you are willing, that you would put up with my small
accommodation, and more frequently confer orally with me; from
which, I have no doubt, both of us would derive satisfaction. For
although I am well aware that the present hard times, and
the few days I have still to live, will prevent the execution
of my designs, I nevertheless experi~nce both pleasure and
delight in discoursing upon them with one who is interested
in them; for otherwise it would be like loving some one by
whom you are not loved in return. As soon as you have
committed to the press what you have in hand, and ·wish to
undertake something new, it may be useful to have some
talk about it. If, therefore, it be not too much trouble
for you to travel so long a distance, it would be a great
honour and delight to me, if you would visit me at Stiernsund;
for I cannot sufficiently express the esteem I entertain for
all those who are interested in the little knowledge I possess.
For the rest, I wish you happiness and a merry Christmas
and happy New Year. \Vith many kind remembrances, I remain,
most learned sir,
Your most obedient servant,
CHRI:::>TOPH PoLHA:i.\IMAR.

Stiernsund, December 19, 1715.

P. S. If you should have any business ·with my brother,
who is a mathematical instrument maker in Stockholm, I should
like you to remember me to him, and to tell him that about
three months ago I wrote to him by post, and am still waiting
for an answer.
To :Mr.

EMANUEL

SwEDBERG, in Stockholm.

D OCU~IE1'/T 54.

S"\"VEDENBORG TO EUICUS BENZELIUS. *
1\Iost honoured friend and brother,
I herewith send you what I promised in my
last letter from Starbo, 68 with the view of getting it printed
at Upsal. Perhaps some one may be found compassionate
enough to read the proof-sheets for me; perhaps brother
Esherg 69 may do it. I enclose a draft for fourteen rixclalers
upon l\lons. von der Hagen, which is quite correct, and will
be paid on presentation.
1. I have inserted Doctor Roberg's 70 experiment, allCl
his proposition for the manufacture of salt, which I have
altered throughout, so that the experiment can now be made
more accurately. I had also intended to make some experiments
on it myself at Starho, hut the winter has not been very favourable for it. Should the Doctor desire his name to appear, notwithstanding the many changes which have been made in the
article, he is free to have it.
2. I leave room also for Prof. Valeriusm observation of
the solar eclipse; which he can himself translate into Swedish,
and leave with the printer; but with the understanding that
it is to be short.
3. The calculation of interest by means of a triangle is
Palhammar's, hut the calculation of the carolins is my own.
l have left them both without a name, and with no one to be
answerable for them; still you are at liberty to insert the
names.
4. Next time I hope to insert something more useful

* Benzelius's Collection, Vol. XL, No. 120. Compare an English translation in :.\lr. 'White's "~ ew Churchman," June, 185H, p. 68, Letter 10.
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from the materials collected in Stiernsund, during my short
stay there.
5. N.B. I send a drawing for the interest-triangle, and
also one for a little instrument used in PaJhammar's experiments;
I do not know how this may be cut in wood. It would be a
piece of good fortune, and a great. advailtage, if some one could
be found at Upsal to do this. It is easy enough, and only requires one who has a knowledge of the first rudiments of the
art of engraving. If it were necessary to have it done in
copper, I could neither get it to, nor from, Aveln nor Hedengren. If, therefore, it he feasible to have it cut in wood at
Upsal, try, I pray you, to have it done; I shall pay for it
most willingly. Perhaps Prof. Valerius 71 or Dr. Roberg 70 will
give the instructions.
6. How good it would be to get a copper-plate press at
Upsal!
7. For the larger copper-plates and their printing I have
made the necessary arrangements in Stockholm, through brother
Gustaf. 65
8. I wish from my heart that it [the magazine J could be
printed-the sooner the better, so that I might take a few copies
to Y stacl,* to direct, while I am there, attention to this, as well
as to the first, number.
9. If I can remain at Brunsbot long enough to get your
letter, I will beg from you a proposition for providing means
for a Professor of :Mechanics, to be paid like the other professors; perhaps it may he clone by diminishing the salaries of
the others. I see no other plan by which this measure can
be advocated in the proper place.
10. I have also another little work to which Palhammar
intends to contribute. It is called Ornament for routh, Profit
for llfanlwod, and Delight for Old Age, in which arithmetic,
geometry, and algebra are treated of, beginning with the
easiest problems, and gradually ascending to the more difficult.
There are two sheets of it clone, which I will send to Upsal
at an early opportunity.

* The royal court of Charles XII was at Y stad, at that time.
is a SweJish sea-port in Schouen.
t The episcopal resiuence of his father near Skara.

Y stad
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11. In my last letter I made a mistake. I ought to ha vc
written: Con.fido tibi lza:c, mi frater I ut sacerdoti, simul ut
pulit·ico; ut etiam lw:c-I entrust this to you, my brother,
as to a priest and at the same time as to a diplomatist; even
as I do what is contained in this letter. Farewell, my honoureu
friend and brother.
Your faithful brother and servant~
EMA~.

s wElJBERG.

Sk:Uwicke, Feb. 14, 1716.
[P. S.]

I am just on the point of departing.

DO(}lJ.JIE.NT 55.

8"\VEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. *
~lost

honoured friend and brother,
As an opportunity presents itself by Hakan,
the journeyman printer, I herewith send to you a little work
which P~l.lhammar has commenced, aml which he intends to
publish from time to time. It is a "~Iathematical Course,"
consisting solely of geometry, arithmetic, and algebra, of which
this is the first and easiest part. I promised to have it printed,
and I also intend to get it clone at my own expense, unless
some one else will please to undertake it iu my stead; and as
it is so very useful to beginners and others, it ought certainly,
according to our expectations, to ohtain a sale. Perhaps the
printer may he willing to publish it at his own expense, for
I do not care .very much to act in such a covert capacity, or
in that of a bookseller or a publisher; as I do not see any
opportunity in it of doing something for my own benefit.
As the King is still on the Norwegian frontier, my journey
to Y stad has been postponed, until I see how matters turn

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 121. Compare an English translation
of this letter in :Ur. ·white's "Xew Churchman," July, 1~56, :p. 75, Letter 11.

250

STrEDESBORG'S CORRESPONDENCE.

[Doc. 55.

out. I will therefore probably adhere to my first resolution,
and try to obtain what I submitted to you some time ago, viz:1. Inasmuch as a :Mathematical and Scientific Faculty is
as necessary and useful as a Philosophical Faculty, and as
more benefit would accrue to our country from the former,
than even from the latter, partly by the establishment of
manufactures, and partly from its application to mining,
navigation, &c., therefore a seventh part of the appropriation
maue for the university might well be taken for the former;
whereby the sum of 9000 dalers in copper might be obtained.
2. This sum might then be divided and a,pplied, as follows:
Professor of mechanics . • •
. 600
Secretary . . . . . .
. 300
4 fellows, at 200 dalers each .
• 800
4 auscultants, at 100 dalers each . . . • 400
::\Iodels, experiments, and observations • 500
Instruments, annually . . . . . . . . . 400
l\I aking a total of 3ooo dalers in silver.
3. The four fellowships at 200 dalers in silver might be very
well accepted by some of the professors, e. g., by Professors
Valerius, 71 Elfvius, 54 Roberg, 70 and Bromell :72 so that, with their
professorships, they would get more than they do now. The
office of secretary would he filled best by yourself. I should
think that the professors would look upon this deduction of
one seventh from their income with more favour than upon
a deduction of one half, as is the case with all the other
servants of the King; especially as they would only be called
upon to give up something of their own for the purpose of
advancing the cause of education in general.
4. Although all this is proposed more in jest than in earnest,
still if it should gain somebody's consent, it could be followed
by the recommendation of those that are concerned,- but
more of this anon.
If it were possible, I should like very much to have by
some messenger, the camera obscura which is enclosed in
a blue cylinder as a case; it lies in the store-room on the
locker, near the closet. I intend by means of it to prepare
"Reflections on the Art of Pei·spective," by taking with it
many views and prospects. If therefore you could send it to
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me as soon as possible, you would confer a real henefit upon
me, and grati(y my chief desire. Please rememher me very
kindly to sister Anna, 5 and little brother Eric, 58 to whom I
recommend the enclosed treatise of PiUhammar. Commending
you to God ~s protection, I am, most honoured friend and brother,
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EllAN.

s WEDBERG.

Druns1o, 4th :March, 1716.

DOCUJIE...VT 56.

POLHEl\I TO EHIOUS BENZELIUS. *
:\Iost worthy and most learned I.Jibrarian,
l\Iost respected friend,
By the last post 1\fr. Swedberg's letter arrived, and it is, together with what I enclose herewith, to
he printed. At his desire I read it through in the greatest
haste, and as I cannot find but that all is correct, I lmve
nothing else to remark respecting it, except that I see 1\Ir.
Swedberg desires to have the triangle introduced about
compound interest, which we have lately discussed; and where
it is more expeditious to use a curve in ~the place of the cross-lines, as is shown
~
in the annexed figure:
~· I
I left "·ith l\Ir. Swedberg a small heginning or introcluction to a mechanical and mathematical work for the use of
young people, which he said he should see through the press;
hut as there is no great hurry for tl1is, I should like to hear
what the mathematicians at Upsal have to say ahout it,
and in what it might he improved. I do not care whether
my name appear upon it or not; if only it can he so arranged
that the young people may profit hy it; and whenever it is
found that the work is in request, it may he increased to a

I

* Polhem's

l\lSS. in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 347.
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considerable size, although its beginning appears so small
and simple.
Some time ago :Mr. Swedberg was at my house, when I
became acquainted with his readiness of resources and with his
other good qualities, so that I am still more willing be should
bring to light my small amount of learning, inasmuch as, on
account of his knowledge in mathematics, he is quite ready
and able for it.
His letter does not indicate where and when it was
written. I commend myself to your former favour and friendship; and remain, most worthy and most learned librarian,
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH PoLHAMMAR.

Stiernsuncl, l\Iarch 6, 1716.

DOCUJ.lfE)....T 57.

POLHEJ\1: TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. *
l\fost worthy and most learned Librarian,
1\tiost respected friend,
On my way to Fahlun I was thinking whether
something in 1\Ir. Swedberg's publication ought not to be
altered, viz. whether in place of saying, "that which describes
the use of the 'Blankstuts' work," it might not be better to
say: "The use of this 'vork is as follows," &c. [Here follows a
long extract from Dcedalus, part ii].
The experiment about the swinging ball under the water,
together with its application to the motion of the earth and
planets, involves several difficulties, which ought to be explained at the same time, but which cannot be done on this occasion; it would therefore be better to exclude it for the present,
and everything else belonging to it. \Vhenever any of my
experiments or theories are introduced I should like to know

* Polhem's

l\ISS. in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 351.
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about them beforehand, so that nothing unripe may see
daylight, and foreigners may find no occasion for criticising, but may be al1le to see the subject in its true connection.
If you find it necessary to introduce this experiment in the
next number, its application to the earth and the planets may
be excluded, mlll it may lJe promised for the numher following.
A little time ago I received a letter from His :Majesty, instructing me to travel to Carlscrona, * on account of some
work that is to he done there. How long I shall have to stay
there I do not know, nor will the journey be undertaken for
several weeks in consequence of some obstacles. I remain,
most worthy Lihrarian,
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH PoLHAl\Il\IAR.

Fahlun, l\larch 8, 1716.

DOCU.JIENT 58.

SWEDENBORG TO EHICUS llENZELIUS.t
1\lost honoured friend and brother,
The last post brought me your very welcome
letter of the 12th of l\larch. I am glad to hear that Assessor
Polhammar has kindly sent to Upsal his paper for this or the
following month. I should like very much to know the general
tenor of his observations: for I admit that I have been too
much in a hurry with it, inasmuch as I was travelling at the
time, and my thoughts were distracted by other occupations
and amusements.
Further, it is not at all easy to put
another's thoughts on paper, so as to agree fully with his own
ideas.
Still, when I have some leisure again, I will devote more time and industry to it, and will send it to him
in good time, although it will be in small portions.

* The

chief naval station in Sweden.

t Benzelius' Collection, VoL XL, No. 115. See an English translation in
1\Ir. White's ".Xew Churchman," 1\Iay, 185t>, p. 53, Letter 5.
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I was very glad to hear your opinion and ideas upon my
proposition. I have never been, and I never will be, so
forgetful of myself and of my standing at Upsal, as to Pxpect
that the professors would support me to their own prejudice;
but I thought that by such a desperate and execrable proposition I should compel your prudence and imagination to
discover something better for me; the whole of it was conceived
merely as a joke, and this can very easily be mended en
disant la verite-by telling the truth about it.
Besides,
it is impossible for it to spread further, inasmuch as I had
concealed it well in the envelope directed to you, and had
stamped my seal upon it, so that no one could have peeped
into it. Still it would be very desirable that such a faculty
should be established, and if it is not practicable now, and
we have to wait, it could be done with the greatest ease
by dispensing with some of the professorships which are least
necessary, e. g. in course of time one professorship might
be spared both from theology and medicine, and the professorship of Oriental languages might be transferred either to a
professorship of theology, or to the professorship of Greek;
so also that of morals might be transferred to the professorship of history; especially, as there are few universities where
there are so many professorships established. But as it would
probably take from six to ten years before this could be
carried out, it would be well if meanwhile some other
arrangement could be made; and this your prudence will be
best able to find out.
By the last post I sent 150 dalers in copper for the liquidation of my debt. I do not know whether this is sufficient,
as I do not know what I have sent over on the former t\-CCount,
except two glasses to Valerius, and also the Transactions of the
Royal Society, which was fifteen shillings, and a few other small
books; the whole account of which amounted to about four pounds,
more or less. l\Iy travelling-book, in which those and other things
are entered, lies at Hamburg. \Vhatever may be wanted besides,
shall be remitted immediately, with much gratitude. I should
ere now have discharged my debt on this score in Stockholm;
but I scarcely knew then how I should square my accounts,
and every stiver was then of consequence to me. This also
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prevented me then from testifying my gratitude to you in
some manner, as I ought to have done. In Skaniken I became
richer than I was uefore, and in time I hope that hy means
of it I may be able to be of greater service to you. Just
think of my having had a slight attack of ague, of which I am
even now ailing!
Hrtkan, who has gone [to StockholmJ to become a master,
understands engraving on wood: he supplies a desideratum.
I remain
Your most ohedient servant,
E:uAN.

(Brunsbo, about

~larch

s WEDBERG.

20, 1716.]

P. S. I am sorry for the death of Prof. Valerius ;71 I congratulate the junior, and wish him success, and also his successor in the adjunctship, whoever he may be. In my next I
";u send you a specification of the books sold; I have already
taken the necessary measures .

.DOCUJ.liE1VT 59.

ERICUS BENZEL! US TO SvVEDENBORG. *
Upsal, April 2, 1716.
:My very dear friend and brother,
Now at last your Dredalus, part ii, is ready,
and it seems as if it ought to he, as it does not contain
more than two sheets. ~Ir. Polhammar's thoughts about
the iuotion of a hall in water, with its application to the
motion of the planets, I had to leave out, in accordance with
a wish he expressed in a letter. If you would let him have
a copy of it, he might have better grounds for changing or
adding as he pleases. He asks that, whenever one of his
* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, Xo. ()9.
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papers i3 to be used, he may be informed beforehand, so that
nothing shall appear, but what is well matured. I will send
you his letter, together with a copy of the Da:dalus, which
will he sent the day after to-morrow to :Magister Nor berg in
Stockholm, who will travel next week to Brunsbo. Of those
remaining some will qe sent to the bookseller in Stockholm, which will be handed to the bookbinder here; the rest
will remain here subject to your onlers. There have also
been recei,ed 100 copies of the engraving of the "Blankstots"
machine. In future the price must be put on the titlepage, for the agent in Upsal charges so extravagantly for it
that it has no sale. \Vith regard to the obsenatory it has
proceeded so far that the provincial governor [Landsllrjfding]
promised to recommend to His :Majesty, that the best round
tower upon the castle shall be repaired for it. There are
bricks enough here among the ruins for the purpose; and rafters
and other wood-work may be obtained from the municipality. The
means of paying for the repairs I have discovered in the ground
here, viz. the long cast-iron pipes which were used for conveying water from the mill to the castle, and which are now lying
here and are spoiling; there are too some brass pipes here of
considerable value, which can also be used. The former have
been sold to the iron works at \Vattholm, and the latter to the
gun foundry in Stockholm. The instruments, as many as we
have, may be obtained at first from the Library. The
rest, as well as the annual appropriation, I thought might
be supplied by a monopoly on almanacks, by one only
being authorized to write them, as is the case now, and
as Prof. Krok is dead, and Prof. John Valerius 71 receives
now the full salary of a professor, he can no longer pretend
that he writes them to supply his wants. If an almanack be
sold for twelve stivers in copper, it will include a mark for
duty, and if 7000 or 8000 copies be sold, it will yield a
considerable sum. With regard to the· salary of a professor
of mechanics, I know nothing better than that lVIr. Polhammar
be made an ordinary assessor of the College of Commerce;
that you be made director in his place ; that the mechanical lahoratory be removed from here to Upsal, and tlmt the
director's rank be made the saine as that of the professors.
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'rhe rest is in my opinion a mere chimera. For the ordinary
professor of geometry is obliged to lecture on mechanics, and
he lms also clone so. Further, when the ordinary professorships were appointed, a fine of 1000 dalers in silver was
imposed by His :Majesty upon any one who desired a change.
I wish you woultl come here, when we could talk it over.
Dr. BromelF 2 promises something better for insertion in
the Dredalus; at present he is occupied with an anatomy of
the human body.
'rhe camera, obscnra :Magister Norberg took with him. "\Vhen
the woodcut of the triangle for the computation of interest
is printed, I shall be present, so that the printers may not
derive any extra profit, hy giving copies away on their own
account. "\Vill you be so kind as to ask after the Theophrastus,*
and to leave the money 'vith your father.
P. S. \Yith regard to the Schyttian professorship nothing
is heard at present. \Vhen it is vacant, l\Iajor General
Count Gyllenstjerna has the right of appointing a successor,
and he must be applied to. In case Dr. Roberg 70 should be
willing to make a drawing of 1\Ir. Polhammar's tap, he would
have to open one, and there is no one here who is willing to
have his tap destroyed.
[Emcus BENZELrus. J

* "Theophrasti notationes morum," a work published by Ericus Bcnzelius at Upsal in 1708, some CO}!ies of which it seems that he had sent on
~;ale to Skara.
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DOCUJ..llEJ..VT 60.

S"\VEDENBORG TO ERICUS BE:NZELIUS.*
l\lost honoured friend and brother,
I was much gratified at receiving your letter
by the last post; it contained much that pleased me individually, as well as all in general who have any affection
for study. That you have lighted on a subterranean treasure
to pay the expense of the observatory, is a plan which, independently of its utility, is an exceedingly pleasant one. I
should wish it to be laid before his 1\iajesty, to receive his
approbation, and be put in execution. It would be well that
he should afterwards receive models of the observatories which
are abroad, and which have a large balcony above, and perhaps a small one all round below; but more of this some
other time. If more come out of this than a mere proposition, the public will have to thank and to love you for it.
I have now finished "\\Titing what I intended for the June
or July number [of the "Dredalus'']; it will only contain the
calculation for a steel-yard, with a description of my air-pump.
I hope it will give more satisfaction than the preceding ones,
since I have had more time and leisure for improving and
working it out. If you like, you may leave it with Prof.
Valerius, 71 that he may make his criticisms upon it, the more
the better; and afterwards, if you be kind enough to accede to my wishes, I desire you to send it by the next
post to Stiernsuncl; the postage to be placed to my account;
so that. I can ma~e arrangements for having what is

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, ~ o. 112. See an English translation in
1\Ir. ·white's "New Churchman," April, 1856, Letter 2.
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already drawn properly engraved on copper. I have not used
any algebra in it, as I find that algebraical formulre are not
liked; still, I deduced the proportions, and other similar
matters, by means of it.
I do not know whether Dr. Roberg 70 can be persuaded to
engrave this on copper; the pump is already engraved, as you
may see. Aveln makes very bad letters and figures, of which
there is a large number. I am willing to pay as much at
Upsal, as I do to Aveln; and I hope it will come out there
much neater.
\Vith regard to the second proposition, I thought I might
prevail upon you to exercise your imagination and prudence
in such a manner, as to propose to me something more
plausible; the chief objections, however, are these: I st. That
no vacancy exists in the College of Commerce for any ordinarius; 2nclly. That it might happen, that in such a case Assessor
Pa1hammar would resign his office. I cannot myself say anything on this subject, lest it might be looked upon in an
unfriendly manner; but if by any means whatsoever his assent
be obtained, I should then make every exertion to secure
the position. In this matter, I rely principally upon you,
who have hitherto shown me so much kindness, which I entreat you to continue.
I thank you for the trouble you took in the publication.
I wish to know whether you have received PiUlmmmar~s paper
which S. Hakan took with him; I had intended to take care
of it myself, as I had promised. I am very glad that the
paper on the rotation in water has he en left out; especially,
as I was in too great a hurry with the preceding numhers.
I hope, however, that an improvement has taken place in what
I send you now.
I have inquired about Theophrastus.* The widow says
that it is not entered in the late :Mr. Kelberg's book; but
she has 14 copies still remaining, so it seems that 12 copies
have been sold. The money for these is subject to your
order at the widow's ; she desires, however, to see Kelherg's
acknowledgment, to ascertain whether there were so many copies

* See

note in Document 59.
17"'
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received. As soon as this is produced, the money for those
that have been sold will be left in my father's hands.
I remember now also the thirty silver 1Jennings which I
forgot to re-pay you for the copper plater* which I exchanged at Upsal. Lest you might lose by the raised standard
of money, I have made an arrangement with brother Lars 8 to
have them exchanged, for which purpose I left with him a small
sum in silver coin. With regard to the other obligations
which I owe to you, I shall remember them in due time, with
the greatest thankfulness.
I must ask you once more to send the enclosed to Assessor
Palhammar 14 by the next post, that the drawing may be
returned to you, and that, if it cannot be engraved in copper
at Upsal, I may make the necessary arrangements for it in
Stockholm; and this ought to be done in time.
In the newspaper there was something about a new method
of computing the exchange of carolins into dalers. I do not
think that Werner 67 has copied mine and published it in Stockholm. l\Iine can be sold perhaps for half a daler in copper at
Upsal and Stockholm.
I remain, dear friend and brother,
Your servant,
E~rAN. Sw~DBETI.G.

[Brunsbo, beginning of April, 1716.]
P. S. I shall not be able to come over to Upsal for some
time; for I intend to remain here until there is some opening
for me; as I am nearer here to advocate it in the proper
quarter [i. e. with the King]. Further, I have a little poetical
work in the press, here at Skara.t
I should like to get some information either from Dr.
Bromell 72 or Roberg 70 about the clay which they use in Holland

*
t

A Swedish copper coin.
The poetical work in question is entitled: L'ttdus Beliconius, sive
Cann·ina 1~Iiscellanea, quce variis in locis cecinit Emanuel Swedbe1"fl. (The
Heliconian S}Jort, or Miscellaneous Poems written in various places by
Emanuel Swedberg), Skara, 1716. A second and enlarged edition appeared in
Stockholm in 1826; and a third edition was published by Dr. Im. Tafel at
Tiibingen in 1841. The original edition published by Swerlenborg himself
iuclmled all up to p. 30 of Dr. Tafel's edition.
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and EHgland for making their crockery and tobacco pipes;
and how the pipes are afterwards prepared in the sun, and
in the oven. There is here in Westergyllen a white clay,
which I suspect to be of the same kind; should this be the
case, it would be worth many thousand rix-dalers. But silence
about this.
P. S. I am now making arrangements with 'Verner 67 in
Stockholm to insert a notice in the news about the Dcedalus
Iiyperboreus, in the following words: "The second part of the
"Dredalus Hyperboreus" is published, for the month of April,
containing a description of Assessor Pftlhammar's hoisting
machine at Fahlun with a copper-engraving; also a quick
method of computing compound interest, with another method
of exchanging carolins, since the increased standard of their
value, into any other kind of money. There are also contained
in it other curious experiments described by Em. Swedberg.
Sold by the booksellers, :Messrs. Long & Ruger, in Stockholm,
and also at Upsal.'' If there is anything to be changed in this,
brother Gustaf 65 ought to be informed of it.

DOCUJ!ENT 61.

S"\VEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS.*
l\[ost honoured friend and brother,
On my return home from a little pleasure
excursion here in 'Vestergyllen, I received your welcome letter
from Upsal. I thank you for having taken the trouble to send
me fifty copies of lJa::dalus, part ii. They arrived here yesterday.
I have received ten copper-engravings from Stockholm, and I
shall receive the remainder by a convenient opportunity.
In the following number the title-page may be saved,
awl the title placed on the matter itself, as you were
pleasell to suggest; the same arrangement may be followed in

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 123. See an English translation in
l\Ir. White's "~ew Churchman," August, 18M Letter 13.
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the number which will be issued at the close of the year, or in
that for the month of October. It may also be dedicated,
according to our plan, to His :Majesty,* if permiso;;;ion be
obtained. Perhaps we may then have more potentates in the
country; more, indeed, than Sweden can bear. t It seems to
me that Sweden is now prostrated, and that she will soon be
in her last agony, when she will probably kick for the last
time. :Many perhaps wish that the affiiction may be short,
and that we may be released; yet we have scarcely anything
better to expect, Si Spiritus ILLUM maneat - if the spirit
(i. e. death?) awaits him [Charles XII].
I thank you for the favour of taking care for me of that
little sum. J.Ylethinks that the whole world will soon be filled
with jetsam (i. e. with things thrown overboard), wherefore
I am glad that my possessions are in such good care and in
such a safe place with you.
Palhammar has not come down, ancl 7 as I infer from his
letter by the last post, all good propositions and all good
plans will come to nothing.
The month of July is the time for Dredal?ts, part iii, to
appear ; I do not know whether I am not over-taxing your
kindness, in asking you to take care of this, as you have
done of the former. Brother Gustaf 65 will perhaps have the
goodness to have the plate well printed; the whole of it is to
be printed, but so that only a quarto leaf will be required. It
would be well, if the plate could first be corrected; at least that
those letters be added, which I put down in the first proofsheet I sent off. If Dr. Roberg 70 could be induced to continue
his first article, according to a promise which he made in it, it
would be. well; because all this is just as interesting as useful.
I ought to be present myself at Upsal; but you scarcely
know now where you are safest; and moreover, it is my
intention to save all expenses, until I have an opportunity
of seeking my fortune, when these same savings may make
my greatest fortune, if well applied.
I wonder at your friends, the mathematicians, who have

*

Concerning this dedication see Document 50.
The Russians anLl Danes, who were planning an invasion of Sweden
by the Sound.

t
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lost all energy and desire to follow up so clever a design, as the
one you pointed out to them of the building of an astronomical
observatory. It is a fatality with mathematicians that they
remain mostly in theory. I have thought, that it would be a
profitable thing if to ten mathematicians there was added one
thoroughly practical man, by whom the others could he led to
market; in which case this one man would gain more renown and
be of more use than all the ten together. If I can be of any
use in carrying out this clesign, I shall spare no labour.
'Vith regard to the Esbergs 69 I improved an opportunity, and
spoke to my father in their behalf; but he seeks to evade my request by all sorts of means, on account of their relationship-for
if any suspicion should arise that they obtained any favour by
their relationship, he thinks, that they would be deprived of it
again. Still, I believe, that gradually he may be brought to the
point; I will not fail to solicit him about it from time to time.
If an opportunity for sending to Stockholm occurs, the first
volume of Sturm's "l\fathesis juvenilis" might be bought, and
sent to l\fagister Rhyzelius. I have his copy down here,
and he has several times asked me for it.
'Vill no one take upon himself the expense of publishing
Pillhammar's "Second Basis of 'Visdom (" it may perhaps
be rather too expensive for me. Still, I believe, that the
sale will pay for the work; if there is no one, I must keep
my word, and bear the expenses myself.
From the little camera obscura which you had the kindness
to send me, I have already learned perspective drawing to
my own satisfaction. I have practised on churches, houses,
etc.; if I were among the lifting machines in Fahlun, or
elsewhere, I could make drawings of them, as well as any
one else, by means of tlils little instrument.
Sister Caisa (Catherine) 3 has increased the world and
our family; she has had a little daughter, at whose baptism
I was a witness the clay before yesterday.
A thousand kind remembrances to sister Anna 5 and little
brother Eric; 58 I remain, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most faithful brother and senant,
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, Promotion clay fJune 12 ?], 1716.

DOCU1liENT 62.

S\VEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS.*
l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
My last letter I sent to you enclosed in my
father's, as I thought I would be travelling about this time to
Oarlscrona; but as the Assessor has postponed his journey,
and as I now feel but little inclination for it, it will not take
place on my account. In the mean time I am engaged upon
the subject which I intend for the last number of this year,
and which I shall finish this week; viz. PaJhammar's14
ideas upon the resistance of mediums, which at first were
written down in Latin, and which has cost me a great deal of
labour and mental exertion to reduce into such a form as will
please the Assessor and the learned ; likewise, my method of
finding the longitude of places, which I warrant to be
certain and sure--I must hear what the learned say about it.
I bought in Stockholm a project of a Venetian, Doroth. Olimari,
for finding the longitude, which is speculation and nothing
more; the difficulty of reducing it to practice is immense.
By the next post I will send it over, together with some other
matter which is to go into this last number.
At the end of this week we expect brother Lars 8 and sister
Heclvig 5 up here; brother Eliezer's wiclow,t we think, set out
upon her journey to-clay.

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 122. l\Ir. Strutt's English translation, see in l\Ir. ·white's "New Churchman," July 1856, p. 76, letter 12.
t Elisabeth Brink, born in 1684, daughter of Sven Brinck, commissioner
of the Bank, awl father of Col. Gabriel Brinck, when ennobled Leijonbrinck.
She was first married to Georg Brandt, owner ofminingproperty (brukspatron),
secondly to Eliezer Swedberg, a younger brother of Emanuel Swedenborg.
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Nothing else has happened, except that the Gotten burgers
have been ennobled, as the Stralsunders were in former times.
l\Iay God guard them, lest a similar fate await them in other
respects. They have now presidents and hurgo-counts over
them, instead of burgomasters. 'V e do not yet know how
sweet this tastes to them; as they must first pay for it by
building three men of war, fitting them out, &c. 'Vith kindest
remembrance to sister Anna, I remain, most honoure<l friend
and brother,
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EMAN. ~WEDBERG.

Brunsbo, 26 June, 1716.
Upon the death of her second husband she married in 1717 her third husband Anders Swab, 66 appointed Assessor in the College of l\Iines in 1716; and
upon his death in 1731 she married her fourth husband, J olm Bergenstjerna,
who was likewise Assessor in the College of l\Iines. The names of Assessors
Swab and Bcrgenstjerna frequently occur in connection with that of Eman.
SwedenLorg, in the Proceedings of the College of 1\lines. See "Anrep's
Attartatlor," Vol. IV, p. 288, "~waL."
-
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l\lost worthy Librarian,
:\ly distinguished friend,
As I have no doubt that 1\lr. Swedberg's workt
is going to be continued, I should like very much to receive
a copy of it, as soon as it leaves the press, by post, no
matter what it may cost; and the copy itself, also, will be
duly paid for. I had expected to be by this time at Carlscrona, but in obedience to orders, I have remained for a little
time in Stockholm, busy with the Committee engaged in purchasing the old coinage of A vestad and exchanging it for the new
copper coins; which are to be exchanged every third month

*
t

Polhem's 1\ISS. in the Bcnzelius Collection, p. 31:i3.
The puLlication of "Dredalus HyperlJOrcus."
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for the sake of greater security, so that foreigners may not
counterfeit and import them. It seems also that my journey
to Carlscrona will be postponed until winter, or next spring.
\Vhile I was in Stockholm, I received some information on the
subject I troubled you with lately, viz._ my own and my forefathers' name, which occurs in a printed matricular or book
of heraldry in possession of Assessor Brenner. They were
barons and used two kinds of armorial bearings, the one with
three bands and a lion, and the other with three bands and
an eag-le; but Assessor Brenner thought it best that I should
use the three bands and a mathematical figure, something like
the Pythagorean theorem, or something else; but I should like
very much to hear your opinion upon it. \Vith many kind
remembrances I am, most worthy Librarian,
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH PoLLHEIMER.

Stiernsund, July 18, 1715.

DOCUl.IENT 64.

SWEDENBORG TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. *
1\fost honoured friend and brother,
When J last wrote you by brother Olaus,t
I intended to be at Upsal about the lOth or 12th ulto.; but
from one circumstance and another I am prevented from
being there before the 18th or 20th.
I am very glad that Dmdalus, part iii, has appeared; I
thank you for having taken so much trouble and care with it;
when I am present with you, I will thank you still more. I
am already thinking of the contents of No. 5 of the "Dredalus."

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 124. See l\fr. Strutt's English
translation in White's "New Churchman," August 1856, p. 92, letter 14.
t Olaus, Olavus being the latinizeu form of Olof; probably Olof Benzelstjerna, a younger brother of Ericus Benzelius, who was Assessor in the
Court of Appeals in Stockholm ( Svea Hofriitt), and who died in 1726.

Doc. 64.] SH'EDENBORG TO ERIC US BENZELIUS.

267

I think it will be best for me, 1. To put down Assessor Palingenious tap with a sufficient mechanical and algebraic description; 2. To make an addition to the description
of his "BlanksWtz'' machine, as this is a work 'vhich requires greater accuracy, reflection, and consideration than it
Las yet received; 3. To leave room for some of the eclipses observed by Prof. Elfvius; 54 by which the longitude
of Upsal is also obtained. If you would honour our little
work with a life of Stiernhjelm, 7 3 or 'vith something else from
the history of the learned, I know that thereby our publication
would become more interesting; as in this case the heavy
matter would be relieved by more pleasant subjects. I know
also, that this would gain us the favour and approbation of
many; as the literary world acknowledges you as by far its
best member; I lwpe, therefore, that this honour will not be
refused. 1\Iay God g-rant you a long life-although I am afraid
that your many studies "·ill deprive us of this benefit, by
shorteuing your days; for I know no one who has more consideration for his various studies, and less for himself. All
the leurned and the 1\luses entreat you to spare yourself, and
in you the 1\Iuses ; it is worthy of all praise, indeed, to ofl'er
up oneself to the 1\Iuses, but not on the vt:Jry altar; it is easy
enough to become a premature victim. Pardon this admonition,
my brother; your letter to my father is the cause of it. I
hope that my little learning and my "Dredalus" will be long
under your auspices.
·
I think of inserting in the fourth number of the Dcedalus
some Dredalian speculations about a flying-machine, and to
leave room for Dr. Bromell's72 curiosities, if he be pleased
to insert them.
Assessor Palheimer14 writes, that in the following number
he wishes to insert such matter as will be of use to the public,
such as water and wind machines, mills &c; which I am very
glad of. But let us quit these literary topics.
Last Thursday night, His 1\lajesty travelled incognito
through Skara and Skarke to Hjo, where he crossed over
Lake 'Vetter to 'Vadstena, to call on the Princess. 'Ve
had the lad with us who was his outrider, and who accompanied him from the monastery to Hjo ; he reported
heimer~s
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many amusing questions and answers, of which I send you
one. His :Majesty asked, ""'Vhether the King was not expected at Hojentorp ?" "Yes," said the lad, "I think so."
"What should he do there?" "That I do not know," said
the lad, "but they say that he will go thence to Stockholm." He then said smiling, "Psha! to think he would go
to Stockholm ! they say, it is so far off." And much more
of the same sort. Some think, moreover, that there are no
guests to be expected in Scania;* that Sweden, therefore, may
breathe more freely. A hundred thousand kind remembrances
to sister Anna5 and brother Eric. 58 I commend you, dear
brother, to God's protection, and rEmain, most honoured friend
and brother,
Your most faithful brother,
E::u.A....'I. SWEDBERG.
[Brunsbo], 4 September, 1716.
P. S. If there is accommodation, I should like very much
to stay at your house; and to be allowed to enjoy the favour
of your table. Farewell.

* That

is to say, toot the Danes and Russians will not invade Schonen.

JJOCUJ.l!EX"T G5.

POLHE:\I TO S \YEDENBORG.*
Noble and most respected friend,
\Vith great pleasure I read through the fourth
number of your Dcedalus, which, as far as I could see, is
worked up with great industry and understanding. \Vith
.regard to the article on Resistance, I may perhaps mention,
that it seems to depend rather upon some additional deductions, which might follow here-after, and which we might
meanwhile discuss orally, than to need any changes or corrections that I can point out; but if I may be allowed to ·
express candidly my opinion, it seems to me that the last
correction was somewhat unnecessary. With respect to flying
Ly artificial means, there is perhaps the same difficulty contained in it as in making a perpetuum mobile or gold by
.artificial means; although, at first sight, it seems as easy to be
done as it is desirable; for whatever any one approves strongly,
he has generally a proportionate desire to carry out. In
examining it more closely some difficulty arises, for nature,
as in the present case, is opposed to all common machines
preserving their same relations when constructed on a large,
as on a small scale, though all parts be made exactly
alike, and after the same proportions. For instance, although
some stick or pole may be capable of bearing itself, and
some weight besides, still this does not apply to all sizes,
although the same proportion may be preserved between the
length and thickness; for while the weight increases in a
.triple ratio, the strength increases only in a double ratio.

* Polhem'o

l\ISS. in the Benzeliu'l Co!lection at Linkoping, p. 367.
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The same rule applies to surfaces, so that large bodies at
last are incapable of sustaining themselves; and, accordingly,
nature itself provides birds with a much lighter and stronger
substance for their feathers, and also quite different sinews
and bones in the body itself, which are required for the sake
of strength and lightness, and which do not exist in any other
organisms; wherefore it is so much more difficult to have any
success in the air, the same qualities being required in this
case, and all the materials being wanted which are necessary when a human body is to be carried in a machine.
But if it were possible for a man to move and direct all that
so large a machine requires, in order to bear him, the whole
thing would be done. In this case, however, a good use
might be made of a high wind, if it were even and steady.
Still, no harm can come of it, when that which is already
written upon it is printed with the rest; only a difference
must here be made between what is certain and what is
uncertain.*
With regard to the finding of the longitude of places, I
must confess, that I cannot yet comprehend the thing so
clearly in all its parts as I ought; but still it appears plausible
to me. I took occasion myself to think in what manner this
might best be done, and I have found three methods of ascerta1ning the longitULle of places by means of the moon, although they
all have their objections; 1. By means of the eclipses, which is
not feasible at all times; 2. By the difference of latitude
between the moon and the equator in each meridian ; but
as this is at times small, and sometimes equal to nothing, it
has therefore its difficulties; and 3. By means of the parallaxes,
which make a smaller difference. A plan which pretends to
perfection in this matter is certainly entitled to a hearing ; and
it is, therefore, well worth while to follow out these things a
little more, if not for the sake of gain, at least for that of
curiosity.

* Swedenborg's ·article on the art of flying appeared in No. 4 of the
"Dcedalus Hyperboreus," under the signature of N. N., but he appended
to it all the oLjections which Polhem made in this letter. This problem,
with a desig11 from SwelleuLorg's hanJ., is contained in Vol. I of the photolithographic edition of his l\ISS., pages 21 and 22.
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Your arrival in Stiernsund will be most agreeable to me,
and if my experience can be of any use to you, I will give
it with so much the greater pleasure, as the fruit of it will
be of use to the public and will accrue to my own honour.
After you enter upon physics, it might be useful to follow
them up for some time more extensively, especially those which
concern the causes of natural things, and also all other things
necessary and curious, especially those of the household, etc.
Immediately after I sent off my letter to you, I received
yours. ~Iy wife and children desire to be remembered to you
most kindly, and they also thank you for your compliments.
I remain, most respected sir,
Your most dutiful,
CHRISTOPH POLLHEIMER.

Stiernsund, September 5.

DOCUJ.IENT 66.
POLHE~I

TO SWEDENBORG.*

Noble and most learned Sir.
l\Iy good friend,
Your letter of the 4th September was received.
\Vith respect to the computations for the fall of water for
wheels, pipes, and all sorts of works and machines, they
require more explanations than can be given in a letter;
especially as each case has many circumstances peculiar to
itself, so that, although they have altogether their certain
rules and demonstrations, as well mathematical, as physical
and mechanical, there is still scarcely any rule so perfect
that it has not its exceptions under certain contingencies.
For instance, although the rule is generally known, by which
to produce the greatest effect by means of a wheel, Both in respect to time and expenditure of force, which rule must be care~ Tolhem's 1\ISS. in the Benzclius Collection, p. 371.
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fully observed, if you wish to gain all the effect which
an ordinary and a scarce supply of water may produce, still the
size of the wheel, the direction and shape of the Luckets and
several other things, differ in a wheel for a saw-mill, a forge,
for driving bellows, for a flour-mill, for fountains and waterworks, so that there is scarcely any work whatever, which
does not require special properties. One works best when it
turns round rapidly, as the wheel in a saw-mill, another when
it goes less quickly and strongly, as in a forge, etc.; and as
all this requires a longer description than can be given in the
usual way at once, it would therefore be best to take up the
qualities and properties of each kind of work separately,
although they may first be treated in a general way together.
And as we have now begun to treat of the resistance of
mediums, it would not seem out of the way, to treat of the
uses which flow from it, as, for instance, the computations for
fire-engines, for water jets and artificial fountains in parks,
and also for bomb-shells, cannon-balls, etc.; all of which have
their mathematical rules which square with practice, so that
every one may see the connection between them, and may
be convinced that every thing is just as it is determined by
the resistance of mediums.
In fine, if the learned wish to have real satisfaction and
honour from that which they teach others, they ought to have
a better understanding of many things that are now taught;
for nature is in many things quite differently constituted, than
is thought by Descartes and almost all his followers; and this
can scarcely be taught better than by daily experience in
mechanics, and an investigation into its principles; and although what I have gained there is extremely little in comparison with what still remains to be clone, I nevertheless
hope that my principles may pave the way for the rest. For
I never approve of anything which does not apply to all
cases and all consequences flowing from it, and whenever
there is one single thing opposed to it, I hold its fundamental principle to be false. l\foreover, it would be no
small honour for the learned mathematicians, if they could
point out what their principle and most intricate figures are
good for in practice, especially the geometrical curves, etc.;

Doc. G7.] S1VEDEKBORG TO ERIC US BENZELIUS.

273

which I found useful in mechanics on more occasions than I
expected I would, while teaching them at Upsal, and ignorant
of their use. In short, as long as I live, I hope there will
never be a lack of matter for printing, provided you are
willing to undergo the trouble of computing, drawing, writing,
and preparing every thing belonging to it; for all this
fatigues me too much, and I am too much occupied ·with other
business and other things of daily occurrence.
[The rest of the letter is occupied with a project for
introducing thrashing machines into the kingdom, the proceeds
from which were to aid in the establishment of a laboratorium
meclwnicum at Upsal, and elsewhere.]
\Vith many kind remembrances from all of us, I remain
Your most dutiful servant,
CHRISTOPH POLHEIM:ER.

Stiernsund, September, 1716.
[P. S.J \Vill you please present my respects to the honourable Librarian, 6 to Professor Elfvius 54 and several others.
Excuse my haste.

DOCUJJIE:NT 67.
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BENZELIUS. *

l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
I wrote you a letter from Lund, and should
have written to you more frequently, had I not been prevented
lJy my mechanical and other occupations; moreover, I had enough
to attend to in order to accomplish my design. Since His
:Majesty graciously looked at my lJr.eclalus and its plan, he has

* Th-nzelius Collection, Vol. XL, No. 114. The SweLlish original of
this letter is Xo. Il of the ~weuenhorg letters printeu by Jlrof. AtterlJOm
in the Appendix to his "Siare och Skalder," p. 10~. l\Ir. Strutt's English
translation appeareu in 1\Ir. 'White's "~ew Churchman," 1\Iay, 1856, p. 52,
letter ~.
18
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advanced me to the post of an extraordinary assessor in the
College of l\tiines ; yet in such a way, that I should for some
time attend the Councillor of Commerce, Polheimer.14 What
pleases me most is, that His Majesty pronounced so favourable
and gracious a judgment respecting me, and himself defended
me against those who thought the worst of me; and that he
has since promised me his further favour and protection-of
this I have been assured both directly and indirectly. But
let me tell you all, more in detail: After His l\fajesty had
sufficiently inquired as to my character, studies, and the like,
and as I was so fortunate as to have good references, he
offered me three posts and offices to choose from, and afterwards gave me the warrant for the rank and post of an extraordinary assessor. But as my enemies had played too many
intrigues with the above-mentioned warrant, and had couched
it in ambiguous terms, I sent it back to his :Majesty with some
comments, well knowing whom I had to depend upon: when
there was immediately granted me a new one, and likewise
a gracious letter to the College of Mines. l\Iy opponent* had
to sit clown at the King's own table and write this out in
duplicate in two forms; of which the King selected the best;
so that those who had sought to injure me, were glad to
escape with honour and reputation: they had so nearly burned
their fingers.
Dcedal1ts has enjoyed the favour of lying these three
weeks upon His Majesty's table, and has furnished matter
for many discussions and questions; it has also been shown
by His l\Iajesty to many persons. Within a short time I intend to send you what is to follow for Dceclalus, part v; when
perhaps Drs. Roberg 70 and Bromell72 will not refuse to honour
it with their contributions; they might possibly derive some
profit from it.
\V e arrived here at Carlscrona a few days ago, intending
after three weeks to go to Gottenburg, and afterwards to
Trollhatta, Lakes W ener and Hjelmar, and Gullspangelf, in
f)rder to examine sites for sluices and locks; a plan which

* Probably Cronhjelm ;63 for the warrant itself, and the letter addressed
by Charles XII to the College of Mines, are signed by him.
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meets with His :Majesty's entire approbation.* Nothing has
heen mentioned yet about the institution of the Faculty ;t but
it shall not be forgotten in its proper time, although the
Upsal letter may have to lie over. Towards the month of
February we may be in the neig·hhourhoocl of Upsal, when
everything may be discussed and considered more minutely.
A thousand kind remembrances to sister Anna. The kid
gloves have been purchased. I remain, my dear friend aml
lH·other,
Your most obedient servant, and faithful brother,
El\r. Sw.
[Carlscrona, towards the end of December, 1716.]
P. S. Upon the whole the journey has been made at
very little beyond the travelling expenses. The makiug out
of the warrant which is usually expensive, did not cost me
a single stiver; this I affirm solemnly.
[Swedenlwrg here gives a copy of the letter sent to the
College of l\Iines. But we prefer to refer our readers to a
translation of the original letter which is still preserved in the
College of 1\'lines, together with Swedenborg's warrant for his
assessorship; see our Documents 142 and 143, in Section V.J

* Ericus Benzelius discovered a letter written by Bishop Brask to 'l'ure
.Jonsson in 1526, in which the Bishop first proposed the plan for joining the
Baltic aml the North Sea by a canal. "Of this letter," says Denzelius
(Linkuping's Bibl. HanJlingar, Vol. 11 p. 191 ), "l gaye a copy to my
ln'Othcr-in-law, l\Ir. Emanuel Swedberg, Juring his stay at Lund, in 1716,
in the suite of the King, at~cl it was the occasion of directing attention
to the plan of lmil<ling a canal between Lakes \V ener and \Vetter, and of
making the river from U ottenlmrg to Lake \V ener navigable; all this, however, was stopped hy the King's death."
t The Institution of a 1\Iechanical Faculty at Upsal. Sec Document 59.

18 *

DOCUJJIEJ.tT 68.
S\VEDEJ\~ORG

TO BENZELIUS.

*

l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
I hope that this letter may find you still
at Brunsbo, and that you will remain there long enough, that I
too may have the same good fortune; although it will not be
possible for me to get away for ten clays, even though
my wish and longing were twice as strong as they are. To
leave Polheimer,14 the Councillor of Commerce, in a place where
there are important plans in hand, would be opposed to His
:l\lajesty's intention and pleasure, as well as prejudicial to my
own prospective interest. Still I hope that a 'vant of conveyance will prevent you from leaving within that time. If you
could remain so long, something useful to both of us might
possibly result from it.
I thank you very much for your congratulations, which I received at Carlscrona a short time before my departure. I can
assure you conscientiously, that the only pleasure I derive
from this appointment is, that it may give my parents and
yourself pleasure, which is my greatest aim and delight.
I am now working upon Dcedalus, part v. I hope to have it
ready by the next post, and to take it to Brunsbo next
week. Should I not find you there, I will send it after you
to Upsal, and I entreat your former kindness for this number.
As we are to meet the King again in April at the latest, I
hope to get this done, as well as an enlarged separate edition

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, ~o. 125. The Swedish original was
published by Prof. Atterbom as "No. III of the Swedenborg Letters in the
Appendix to his "Siare och Skakler," p. 104. 1\Ir. Strutt's English translation appeared in l\Ir. White's "~ew Churchman," Sept. 1856, letter 15.
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of the treatise on the longitude of places. I hope also that
something may then he done for the observatory and the
faculty, regarding which 110 action has yet been taken. A
single word would have been sufficient, if the Councillor of
Commerce* could have seen that it might hase been arranged and carried out, without the intended one-;- coming
into the faculty, or at least being present at Upsal. An application shall, neverthele~~' soon be made on behalf of the observatory; more might be said about this, howeve1\ if it could be
clone orally. The Councillor of Commerce sends his respects to
you. I remain always, honoured friend and brother,
Your most faithful brother until death,
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

Gottenburg, 23 January, 1717.

DOCUJIE1VT 69.

S\VEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
l\Iost honoured fi·iend and brother,
Enclosed I send Dcrdalus, part v, and I most
humbly solicit you to extend to it the kindness that you have
shown towards the previous numbers. I should have finisl10d
it long ago, but I have been continually on a journey of ever
altering direction, which scarcely left me an hour's time for
such \vork. But as I have now arrived at Stiernsund, I have
found an opportunity, for a few days, to get this up, as well
as I c~n. I hope it will win the approval of the Upsal
people, and especially your own.
I ha'\:e added the Latiu to it on the opposite page,
according to His :Majesty's wish, who pointed out to me where
the S..1redish should be, and where the Latin. I could wish,

* Polhem.
t Swedenborg himself.

t Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, ~o. 126. No. IV in AtterlJom'e
Collection; and letter 16 in l\lr. "WlJite's "~ew Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 102.
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therefore, that this might correspond in the same way on the
pages. With regard to the engravings for the tap, I do
not know how to provide them, as I am so far away, and
have not permission to come over. Could Dr. Roberg 70 be,
in any agreeable and engaging manner, induced to undertake
it, it would be the best way of arranging it, as there are several
particulars connected with it, which Mons. Aveln could not so
easily accomplish. Further, should the tap itself require
to be inspected, it lies in a box in the room in which I was,
in one of the drawers on the top, and might be left with
Dr. Roberg, 70 should he undertake the task. I also hope that
the Doctor will favour us "·ith his thoughts on snow and
freezing, as he promised.
\Vith regard to his project for manufacturing salt, His
Majesty discussed it, and took the opposite side; proving his case
by Hungarian wine, which may be entirely frozen, and stating
that when he was in Poland a cask of Hungarian wine was
so completely frozen, that he dealt it out in pieces with his sword
to the men, although there remained a kernel in it, of the
very essence of the wine, as large as a musket-ball. As His
:Majesty seemed to be interested in the manufacture of salt in
~weden, we gathered minute information about it in U ddevalla; and we found that in Sweden there are the best opportunities for its manufacture, as there is abundance of forest
and water for promoting the work; and we might venture
to promise to produce almost as much as is required at eight
or ten dalers in copper per ton; this will be demonstrated in its
proper place. I will confer with Dr. Roberg about something on this subject which must be sent to the King; viz. the
drawing of some new salt-pans, by which wood is economized,
and the operation considerably accelerated; and also the
drawing of the pumps and graduating pipes, which are likewise
new; although even there, as in other places, the brine may
be concentrated by the drying process, by being exposed to the
air in summer, and by being frozen in winter, so that it may
be worked and boiled down with the least amount of trouble.
At Stromstad there is a salt boilery, but it is constructed
with the greatest want of judgment, and without any other graduation than from the water being pumped up from the deep; it has
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also the most unwieldly salt-pans imaginable, hut it nevertheless succeeds in producing three tons with one conl of wood
'rithin twenty-four hours. Should such a work he established,
it would profit the country more than the whole of its iron manufacture, in which a loss is occasionally sustained; hut in the
present case there would be a real gain, and the money would
remain in the country.
'Ve hope that our journey hither will in time be of importance. At Trollhatta, Gullspangelf, and Lake Hjelmar also
we found everything feasible, and at less expense than had been
anticipated. If I do nothing more in the matter, I act at
least as a stimulus to it.
"'ill you please remember me kindly to Prof. Elfrius, 54
and try whether he will part with his Linea Curvlina, 74
which he has in the original. I shall willingly pay what he
would like to have for it, if it he not too unreasonable. It is
not for myself~ but for a g·entlemau of high rank, who desires
to have it. l beg you to assist me in the matter.
\Vill you please remember me kindly to little brother
Eric. 58 I hear that his love for mechanics and drawing continues. If he can give the slip to his preceptor, I should
like to induce him to follow me; when I would try in every way
to promote his 'relfare, to instruct him in mathematics and
other things, should it he desired. Please remember me also
a hundred times to sister Anna. I remain, my honoured and
dear brother,
Your most obedient servant, and faithful brother,
El\IAN. SWEDBERG.

Stiernsund, February 23, 1717.
P. S. I require a new sign in my Daxlalus, vi~. -::-; I
wonder whether such a one exists in the printing-office, or
whether it can be made up by means of points ; this I think
may lJe done. I beg you to send the enclosed to the printingoftice,.Jogether with the first, as I am very anxious that it should
at least be ready before I start upon my journey to I..~und.

DOCUJ1E1VT 70.

S\VEDENBOTIG TO

BENZELIUS.~

l\fost honoured friend and brother,
I arrived in Stockholm the day before yesterday. I intend to remain here until Easter; for I have much
to do in order to get everything ready that I contemplate.
Your letter followed me from Stiernsund to Starbo; but I could
not answer it earlier, as I have been taking a little journey
in the mining district. I thank you for taking so much care
about the Dredalus. I wish that Dr. Roberg 70 would be pleased
to help it with the engraving. If you would kindly supply
Dcedalus, part vi, with Stjernhjelm's Linen Carolina, 74 and
afterwards add his life to it, I should be very much pleased,
as it deserves to be done, and I have now so little time to
write anything that requires quiet and reflection.
The salt boiling and inland navigation are in a good way;
I think they will obtain the King~s approbation. I am now
sending down to Deputy-counsellor Fahlstrom, the project
about the observatory at Upsal. I am inclined to think that
His :Majesty will approve of it; and also that he will call upon
Upsal to hand in a proposition about the institution of a
faculty. The result will perhaps be known between Easter
and \Vhitsuntide. \Vill you please give my compliments to
Prof. Elfvius, 54 and ask him about his Linea Carolina. 74 It
does not matter that he is hard to deal with for it; he is not
usually so with me ; I must insist upon begging for it, as I
have already half promised it.

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 129. No. V, p. 107 in the Arpendix to Atterbom's "Siare och Skalder." Letter 19, in l\lr. ·white's "New
Churchman," Vol. 2, p. llil.
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'Vould that I might be so fortunate as to get Da:dalus, part v,
and if possible D(etlalus, part vi, ready before Easter, so that I
could take them with me, and present them to his :Majesty!
Perhaps our journey will first be directed to Lund; if, therefore, it be possible, it ought to be done. There is also a
Latin translation to be added to part vi. In Gottenlmrg I '
paid your draft upon :Magister--, which I had accepted.
A thousand greetings to sister Anna. 5
Your most humble servant, and most faithful brother,
E:uAN.

SwEDBERG.

Stockholm, :March 24, 1717.

DOCUJIE~NT
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'1'0 S"\VEDENBORG.*

Respected Assessor,
I avail myself of the present occasion to send
my daughters 1\Iaja31 and Mrensat to Stockholm, and at the
same time to forwanl you the first draught of the continuation of my paper on physics, which I have not taken time to
read over since, and there are therefore more particulars
still to be noticed. If Prof. Hjtirne 53 like it when written out
clean, and give it his approval, it may be printed; but if
any objections be raised, which require additional explanations, it will be best to wait until all is properly ventilated. It is very appropriate that Stiernhjelm's 73 life, his
intelligence, and learning should be described, aud it woul<l
do no harm if some verses were placed over it in honour
of Sweden, and of him about whom the paper is written.
However short and cold the days may be which the sun
grants to Sweden in winter, so much the longer and warmer
* .Polhem's l\ISS. in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 379.

t A shorten cU. form of Emerentia; for information concerning her sec
Xo. 53 in the Appenili.x to RoLsahm's Memoirs in Section I, and also Notes
29, 30, and 31.
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are they in summer; and southerners have in this respect
nothing to boast of over us, when the year is over. In a
similar manner, although Sweden produces people of the
dullest kind, who are ridiculed by other nations, there are,
on the other hand, brought up in it such penetrating and
lofty minds, as surpass those of other countries, and are
able to teach them; and yet when you take the average of
the two extremes, they may not do more than others. According to agreement I expect you before Easter. The
works in Fahlun cannot be set in motion yet on account
of the cold, but they will no doubt begin to work in a
few days. The Dean will be buried on Sunday, when my
wife aml I will attend the funeral. \Vhat news is there in
~tockholm? for since the Dean's death no ne,vspapers have
arrived here; and as I shall very soon leave home again, I
have not thought it worth while to order one, as this must be
done for the whole year. \Vith many kind remembrances, I am
Your dutiful,

C. P.
Stiernsund, l\farch 27, 1717.

DOCUME_._YT 71B.
POLHE~I

TO S\VEDEKBORG.*

Respected Assessor,
:My last letter and parcel by the children have
probably arrived. As the time approaches when we are to
depart, you will please arrange your affairs accordingly. His
l\Iajesty urges our return to Lund; yet I will first go to CarlsCl'Ona. You are, however, quite at liberty either to go clown to
Lund or to remain at Carlscrona. \V e send our respects to you.
Your dutiful and obedient servant,

C. P.
Stiernsund, April 3, 1717.
P. S. It is not my intention that the second part of the
Nature of 1\tiechanics should be printed this time, but only
that something should be selected, to illustrate the first part.

* Polhem's

l\ISS. in the Benzelius Collection a.t Linkoping, p. 380.

DOCU.JIE.NT 72.

S'VEDENBOHG TO BENZELIUS.*
l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
l\Iy last, I hope, has arrived. I rc<Juest you
now to have the kindness to send of Dwdalus, part v, twenty
copies on fine paper, and also some on the other paper, because
I must complete the sets here as well as at Lund with the
same qua1ity of paper as the parties received at first. I shall
perhaps follow with the Theory of the Earth, as I mentioned in
my last. In a fortnight from yesterday I intend to leave;
should no opportunity present itself during the interval for
sending over the copies and the plate, I shall willingly pay for
an express to bring them, on account of the use they will he
to me at Lund. I wonder what decision has been arrived at
with regard to the Astronomical Observatory, inland navigation, and salt-boiling, plans for which have been submitted
to His l\Iajesty.
I will let you know about it when
opportunity ofiers; on the last point I will also communicate with Dr. Roberg, 70 although the present time seems
unseasonable for all good plans. The remaining pair of kid
gloves I leave with brother G. Benzel. 65 I should like to hear
when my maternal aunt, Brita Behm, 50 is expected from Upsal.
\\Tith a thousand kind remembrances, I remain, most lwnom·ecl and clear brother,
Your most faithful brother,
E:\IAN. SwEDBERG.

Stockholm, April 4, 1717.

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 127. Letter 17 in 1\Ir. "1Iite's
"Xew Churchman," Yol. 2, p. 103.
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P. S. It would be well if twenty or thirty copies of
Da:dalus, parts i and ii, could be sent here by some opportunity, and also some notice of what has been published this
week about the work done during the year, and its cost. I
think I should prefer to confine myself to one agent for their
sale, and to allow him a fixed percentage, as the booksellers
a.re unreasonable in fixing the price so high as to have but a
small sale for them; and yet they pay me two stivers less for
them than the retail price. For Da:dalus, part iv, Ruger has
asked no less than twenty stivers, and has refused to sell it to
those who offered sixteen, when yet he ought to hni\'e sold it
for eight. If you would kindly print the price on those of
part v which have not yet been struck off, I will endeavour
to find an agent whom I can trust. The "Second Fundamental
Principle of \Visclom" * has been exhausted at Ruger's; it
would be well if more could he sent. I wonder whether it has
commanded any sale at U psal; I should like to know, to see
whether it is worth while to continue it. It was sold here for
five stivers; but I shall perhaps get one and a half for it.

DOCUJ.lfE_Z''lT 73.
8\\~EDENBORG

rro BENZELIUS.t

l\Iost honoured friend and brother,
Since I left Upsal I have returned you neither
thanks nor anything else for your late hospitable reception.
You will no doubt have been told the reason, why I departed so hastily from Ribbingbeck without taking leave.
Five weeks ago, after I carne here to Lund, I presented
to His l\Iajesty Dredal~ts, part v, and he was pleased, yea,
more than pleased with it. The plan respecting the Observatory I have communicated only to Secretary Cederholm, but

*

Polhem's work, which was printed at the expense of Swedenborg.
Benzelins' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 128. Letter 18 in 1\:Ir. White's
"New Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 114.

t
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I found him cold and inclifl'erent about it, inasmuch as it does
not emanate directly from the faculty at Upsal; we shall have
to wait therefore for an opportunity. The Councillor of Commerce [Polhem] has resolved to trouble himself about nothing, except what concerns himself; since he has noticed
that many new things are given into his charge, about
which he has no knowledge whatever. Still the salt-boiling
will go on, His l\Iajesty having resolved to grant great and
important privileges, which will perhaps induce many zealous
persons to venture their means in the affair; and should there
be a scarcity of shareholders in other places, Lund with its
attorneys may perhaps do the most. The establishment of
canal locks, between Gottenburg and
enersborg, is also
in good trim. I have besides heen busy with a new method
of counting which His l\lajesty has hit upon, viz. to let the
numeration reach 64, before it turns, in the same way as the
ordinary method of counting turns at 10. He has himself
devised new characters, new names, &c., for this purpose; and
has written and changed a number of })Oints with his own
hand. This paper, which I have in my possession, will in
This
time deserve a distinguished place in a library.
method of counting is difficult in multiplication, &c.; but it is
useful and speedy in division, in the extraction of the square,
cube, and biquadratic roots, all of which terminate in 64; as
well as in the solution of smaller numbers. His Majesty has
great penetration.
'Vith a thousand remembrances to sister Anna, and little
brother Eric, I remain, honoured and clear brother,
Your most faithful brother,

'V

E::\IAN. SwEDBERG.

I..~uncl,

June 26, 171 7.

P. S. I wrote the preceding for the last post. The
privileges of the Salt Uompany have since been signed; they
are fairly advantageous, as those who wish to interest
themselves with the Uouncillor of Commerce lPolhem] in a
Salt Company, have liberty to purchase any forest that can
be bought, and to select any place they choose; are exempt
from taxation for twenty years, and. are subsequently never to be
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charged more than half the duty which is levied on foreign
salt. The Company has since been formed, and consists of
200,000 shares of one mark in silver. No other Company is
allowed to report itself before the last day of September.
:l\Iany more privileges are promised, as they may be required.
Should any one at U psal wish to join it, he can do so
through Assessor Cameen in Stockholm, within that time.
Here we have already issued from 30 to 40,000 shares, aml
according to all appearances the shares will be taken within
the specified term. The whole amount will be 50,000 dalers
in silver. I shall probably proceed next week to Warbergc,
Uclclewalla, and Stro~stad, to select suitable places. In the
mean time remember me to all good friends.
P. S. 'Ve shall leave here in eight days. How does Drc·
dalus, part vi, get on. I have spoken twice with Attorney Liljenstedt about Dr. Rudbeck's 49 yachts; he promised to do his
very best, and saitl that he has already several times made
a pplieation for them.

DOCU.JIE.NT 74.

S\VEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
.1\Iost honoured friend and brother,
I sent you a few lines from Carlscrona, and
have now come to Brunsbo, where I intend to remain till
Christmas; here I can correspond with you from a shorter
distance. 'Vhen I came here, I found that my clear father
had gone to Lund, on account of the Consistory. I wish all
may turn out well. He had no permission to travel; yet I
hope that his business and his good friends will shield him
from blame. t I hear that little brother Eric 58 has gone to

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 130. No. VI, in the Appendix
to Atterbom's "Siare och Skaluer," p. 108; and Letter 20 in 1\Ir. White's
"New Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 115.
t This seems to refer to an order of Chal'les XII that no one should
wait upon him at LunJ, unless he had previously received permission.

Doc. 74..J

S WEDE:SBORG TO BENZEL! US.

287

Upsal and caught the small-pox; I should be very sorry if any
harm befell him in consequence. I long t0 L.ear of his recovery. His vivacity is very much against his bearing it long;
but it rests with God to change it.
I am writing to ::\Ions. Yassenius, 75 which I could not do
Lefore, as I did not know where he 'vas. I should like to he
ahle to do something in the matter of the stipendiwn
duplex, and of anything else in his favour; but the difficulty is simply this: if one presents anything to His :Majesty
which does uot properly belong to his office, he knows
what answer he "·ill get; again, if any' one were asked
to present it, it would have to he Secretary Cederholm,
who will do nothing. The Councillor of Commerce [Polhem]
has applied for twenty things, and has only obtained a
decision in the matter of the salt works. I myself have not
spoken to His )Iajesty more than twice, and then it was only
some nonsense about mathematics, riddles in algebra, etc.
On account of the Councillor of Commerce I have tried very
earnestly not to obtain this grace more frequently; should I
anywhere else have occasion to speak to him alone, I will
try to accomplish something. 1\Ieanwhile, I have done what
I could in :Mons. Vassenius' 75 favour, and have secure<l him
the gootl graces of Polhem, the Councillor of Commerce, and
of my father.
Present my most respectful compliments to Prof. Valerius, 71
as well as to sister Anna. 5 I remain, honoured and dear
brother,
Your most faithful brother and servant,
E~I.AN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, December, 1717.

D OCUJ.lfE...\TT 7 5.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
J\Iost honoured friend and brother,
Enclosed I send you something ·which I
found time to write at Brunsbo; it is a new method of calculation, of which I received a hint while I was at Lund.
His Majesty is much interested in this kind of calculation,
and has himself prepared characters, names, and rules for a
method; but in it there was no turn until 64. I have two
sheets which he himself wrote on this subject, which shall
belong to the Library. The present method goes to 8 before
it turns; and could it be introduced into use, it would be of
great practical aclYantage. The example proves this. It is
to be left \vith Prof. Valerius 71 for inspection first; and then to
be printed in octavo. I have also another work in octavo,
which may be joined to it. As I find leisure here at Brunsbo,
I shall write down something which I will send you, and
which I think will please the public. I have something
ready for two posts. If J\Ions. Vassenius 75 will take the trouble
to read the proof-sheets, I will find some opportunity of
serving him in return. Such opportunities may frequently
occur. J\Iy dear father is still at Lund. He is about to
argue his ''Shibboleth," and has perhaps done so already.
Sandell t has obtained the pastorate of Hedemora, and one

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, ~o. 131. No. VII, in the Appendix
to Atterbom's "Siare och Skalder," p. 110. Letter 21, in JUr. ·white's "~ew
Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 116.
t Andreas SanJ.ell, the father of Samuel Sandels, the Councillor of l\Iines,
who delivered the eulogium on Emanuel Swedenborg before the Academy
of Sciences. SanJell haJ. been Dean of the Swedish Churches in America
for eighteen years.
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named Samuel Hesselius is to travel in his stead. You will
please excuse my haste; I have some commissions to attend
to during the fair. 1\Ieanwhile I wish you a happy new year,
and much pleasure and joy. "\Vith my remembrances to sister
Anna, 6 and little brother Eric, 68 I remain, honoured and dear
Lrother,
Your most faithful hrother,
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, January 7, 1718.
P. S. If anything has to be corrected in the preface, I
wish you would undertake the trouble, and help me, in honour,
as you have done before.
As to the salt-works, something will certainly come out of
them, unless self-interest, which is already beginning to show
itself, rule too strongly. It is to be regretted. I yield as far
as I can; and I think of withdrawing from the affair entirely,
that no blame may fall on me, in case it go on lamely and
slowly. ]\Teanwhile I do not believe that it will rest ou a
good foundation, unless Polhem be as well supported as he
thinks he ought to be. The salt can be made tolerably good,
quite as good as that from Liineburg-useful for cooking purposes. J\Iore some other time.

19

DOCU:JfENT 76.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
1\:fost honoured and dear brother,
As I had some leisure hours here at Brunsbo,
I have prepared an Art of the Rules (Regel-konst)t or Algebra
in Swedish ; and although I had no book or other help
at hand, I have tried to make it as easy and concise as
possible; it will probably not exceed six sheets in print. I
was induced to write it chiefly because so many in Lund and
Stockholm have begun to study algebra, and because I have
been requested by others to prepare it; I hope that it will
be of service to the public. I should like very much that it
might, with your usual care, be sent to press, in octavo like
the last work which I sent over to you, so as to form a
volume. I have still enough left for the Daxlalus. It would
be well to have it clone in a handsome style, even in a more
handsome one than the "Second Fundamental Principle"
(And ret Grundwahlen).
As to the expenses, they shall be
Is there any one at Upsal, skilled in
met, as required.
algebra, who could read the proof-sheets? for he who undertakes it must have some knowledge of the subject; whenever
there is an opportunity he shall be repaid. Can it be true
that Bishop Gezelius has received orders to present clergymen

*

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No 132. Letter 22 in l\Ir. -White's
"New Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 125.
t Regelkonsten forfattaclt i tjo Bokker, &c. Algebra in ten sections,
by Emanuel Swedberg, Upsal, 1718, 8vo, 135 pages. A comprehensive
review of this work appeared in the "Acta Literaria Suecire" Vol. I, pp. 126
to 134, anu also in the "N euere Zeitungen von Gelehrten Sachen auf das
Jahr 1722," Leipzig, Vol. I, p. 378.
t See Note to Document 72.
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and others in his diocese, and also to fill up vacant professorships? Recommendations from the Councillor of Commerce
[Polhem] and some others might in this case be of use and of
weight with the parties concerned.
Could there not be a little more delay in sending out the
contents of the Dcedalus; I should much prefer that something
more mature should appear first, something which I have in
hand at present, and which only needs time and disposition
lfor its completion]; some of the things for the Dcedalus
have been done without sufficient thought; these I should
like to replace with others. Towards spring I intend to have
some of these things quite ready-but of these anon.
I had the pleasure to receive two letters, one inclosed
in my dear father's, and the other in :Magister V arolin's, but
the one which was sent by the person from Gottenburg I
have not seen; he has probably taken it on further.
I have heard nothing about the salt spring in Soclermanland; I should like to have some additional information
respecting it, especially whether there is any forest in the
neighbourhood, within two [Swedish] miles. I have seen and
tested the waters from Finland, but besides the springs being
close to the sea, there is no forest or peat near: they are also
weak, containing only half a loth [i oz] in the pound (i. e. half a
loth in 32 laths of water); however those in Germany are not
much stronger. The sea hrine is strongest at Stromstad, or in
the province of Bolms, as in the winter it is charged with two
laths (i. e. it contains two laths of salt in thirty-two laths
of water). In SmaJand also I know of a salt spring, but in
that neighbourhood likewise there is no wood; I mean to learn
something more about the one in Soclermanland. I hope the
salt-work will go on well, if self-interest does not obtain too
strong a hand in it.
'_l1here is nothing certain respecting the warm spring which
it was thought might be found in \Vestergyllen. The circumstances are these: \Vhen I was travelling on business to Gielle,
the estate of Governor Harclz, I had a countryman with
me, whom I asked about all kinds of springs, and amongst
them, about salt springs and hot springs. He said that a sol<lier
living in the next parish had told him of a spring in the
19
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neighbourhood which was boiling hot. I objected, that he had
meant some of the springs abroad; but he answered that it
was in the immediate neighbourhood; this he repeated and
warranted. As it was some distance to this soldier, I did
not follow it up, but charged Dr.. Hesselius 76 to do so, who
has not yet inquired about it. It may possibly be true, but
who has even heard of it at Upsal?
'Vith regard to the building [of the dock] at Carlscrona
it has not gone on altogether as expected; yet no doubt is
entertained that what was intended is still intended, although
there is some hitch about it.
Our clear father has not yet returned home; but he is expected to-day or to-morrow, when we shall hear much news.
He seems to have been well received by His lVIajesty; he
dined with him three times, and preached before him on
the second Sunday in Advent; he also conversed with him
many times. He preached also at :Malmo, when the people
nearly tore the church asunder. Upon his return to Lund he
conversed with the King again, and received orders to argue
his "Shibboleth" in a public disputation; many opposed
it, but it nevertheless took place. It is not yet known how
it turned out, but we hope well. The King had Hjarne's 53
scurrilous publication against him, which our dear father
received from him as a loan. 'Vhat ought to be done with
this Hjarne ? 53 Should he be allowed to make such a scandalous personal attack? If he had only attacked the subject
itself, and supported it with arguments-hut he makes a
personal attack and uses [foul] language! I read through his
Chemistry, and found that he is but very little grounded in
the principles upon which chemistry is founded. Yet more
some other time.
With kind remembrances to sister Anna, I remain,
Your most faithful brother and servant,
El\rAN.

Brunsbo, January 14, 1718.

SwEDBERG.

DOCU).liENT 77.

S\VEDENllORG TO BENZELIUS.*
~lost

honourell and dear brother,
By the last post I had the honour to receive your letter, with the intelligence of the death of Prof.
Elfvius. God grant him peace and rest; I think it was his
own wish. In the advice which you so kindly gave me about
becoming his successor, I recognize most gratefully your kindness and good-will; and as I know that no one of my relatives has ever entertained such kind wishes towards me as
you, I recognize the same good-will in the present matter.
rrhe arguments you adduce are very good, yet on the other
sille I can also muster some very strong arguments; as for
instance, 1. I already have an honourable post; 2. In this
post I can be of use to my country, and indeed of more
practical use than in the other position; 3. I thus decline
a faculty which does not agree with my tastes and my turn
of mind, by both of which I am led to mechanics, and
will be in future to chemistry; and our College is noted for
havir.g assessors who know very little on these subjects; for
this reason I will endeavour to supply this deficiency, and I
hope that my labours in this (lirection will be as profital)le to
them, as their own may be in another; I trust also that no one
will judge me unworthy of my office. \Vith regard to envy, this
is more a matter of laughter to me than of apprehension; for
I have always striven to cause myself to be envied, aiHl in
the future I shall perhaps become a still greater object of
envy. rrhe only argument which would induce me to follow your

* Benzclius' Collection, Vol. XL,
"Xew Churchman," Yo!. 2, p. 125.

~o.

133. Letter 23 in :\Ir. White's
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suggestion would be, that I might be with you, and enjoy one
or two years' leisure to put my thoughts on paper, which I
have some difficulty in doing now: but I will certainly never
apply to the Consistory and the Rector in writing, for,
did they not accede to my application, I should be under
the disadvantage of having sought to be relieveu of an
honourable post, from whieh I shall in time derive more
profit, than simply the promise of being allowed to enjoy it
to the end of my life; moreover, I should be under the disadvantage of having declared myself unfit for my present position.
Should the Academy consider me qualified for their position,
they may take all necessary steps without my application; but
if they do not consider me qualified, I am indifferent about it.
I thank you a thousand times for your well intended kindness;
I shall never be happier than in being near you, so as to have
more frequently the opportunity of doing what is pleasant
to you.
As to your having thought it advisable to delay for a
while the publication of the new method of reckoning, for the
reasons you have named, I did not at first comprehend your
meaning, and it was certainly some discouragement to me in
a matter I had in hand, to find that my mathematical
discoveries were considered as novelties which the country
could not stand. I wish I had some more of these novelties, aye, a novelty in literary matters for every clay in
the year, so that the world might find pleasure in them.
There are enough in one century who plod on in the ohl
beaten track, while there are scarcely six or ten in a whole
century, who are able to generate novelties which are based
upon argument and reason. But I afterwards perceived that
you meant those matters concerning the revolution in coinage
and currency. That is a different thing. Still, I know that
I have not proposed anything that can occasion the slightest inconvenience to the country. The only thing I have
pushed is the scheme for the salt-work, which I maintain
would be more useful to the country than any other proposition in the world, and which is more feasible than is
generally supposed, as may be seen from what follows. 1. There
are above thirty salt-pans in Stromstad which have been in use
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for a hundred years. 2. These have been used with advantage
for making salt, a ton of salt with a cord of wood in twentyfour hours. 3. In prosperous times this quantity has heen sold
for four and a half dalers in copper, and has left some profit.
4. Bolmslan and part of Dahl use no other salt. 5. rrhere have
been salt-works in other places, as in Gulwarsberg, Count Ascheberg's estate, now laid waste by the enemy. 6. Salt-works are
carried on with advantage in Scotland, and that country uses no
other salt; the water there is similar to our water at Stromstad. 7. There are salt-works at Liineburg and many other
})laces in Germany; the springs of which are \veaker than our
sea water. 8. Should there not be a sufficiency of wood, peat
may be used, which will not fail; in Holland and ScotlaiHl
salt is boiled with this fuel. 9. Count Oxenstierna said that
he was willing to forfeit all his other merits, if he could have
the satisfaction of providing Sweden with salt in time of war.
I find therefore nothing chimerical in this undertaking, although
it was begun, and is now prosecuted, in a wrong way. If I
were allowed to take it in hand, its advantages would soon
appear. God grant that all other propositions made were of
the same sort, no subject would then suffer any injury by
them ; not even though a few persons should calculate
differently, and I know not whether any will do so.
As the King has ah·eady approved of the calculation based
on number eight, you must be so good as not to create any difficulties, that may prevent its publication. I have five little
treatises which I desire to lay before my friends: one, which
I have finished to-day, is on the round particles, in which
Dr. Roberg 70 will probably be interested, for he is well skille<l
in all that concerns these least things, and is delighted
with such subjects. I will send this from Orebro or Starbo,
where I shall go to to-morrow to transact some business con:'
nected with the Skinskatteherg furnace.
\Vith my best remembrances to sister Anna, I remain,
honoured and dear brother
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EMAN. ~W.EDBI<;lW.

Brunsho, January

~1,

1718.
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P. S. With regard to my money, you will please to call
for the pldtar at the treasury-office, as I require them for the
printing; in case they should not be there, I consider a pldt
worth 3 currency bills (mynttecken) or 9 dalers in stivers.
P. S. Our dear father has returned home from his journey; he has many things to tell, and also a number of
wholesome truths which he told the King. With regard to
the venison, my father sent a messenger at once to Governor
Fock about some which has been promised, and which 1\forelius will send over to Upsal by the first messenger.

DOCUJJ1ENT 78.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
Most honoured and dear brother,
I send you something new in Physics, upon
the particles of air and water, proving them to be round,
which may militate against the philosophy of many; but
as I base my theory upon experience and geometry, I do not
expect that any one can refute it by arguments. Preconceived
ideas received from Descartes and others will be the greatest
obstacle to it, and will cause objections. Dr. Roberg/ 0 who,
in everything that is minute and subtle is himself subtle, is
best able to judge respecting it: if you would therefore be
kind enough to leave this with him, I should like to hear his
opmwn. If Prof. Valerius 71 would lay aside his own and his
father's Cartesianism, his opinion would also be valuable to
me. I have materials enough on this subject to fill a large
book, as is clone by the learned with their speculations abroad,
but as we have no appliances here for such large publications, I must cut my coat according to the cloth, and introduce only the most general views. The use of this seems to

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 134.
"New Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 137.

Letter 2-± in l\Ir. \\'bite's
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rue to enable us more thoroughly to investigate the nature of
air and water in all its parts: for if the true shape of the
particles is once discovered, we obtain with it all the properties which belong to such a shape. I hope that this
rests on a solid foundation. Iu future I should not like to
publish anything which has not better ground to rest upon
than the former things in the Da:dalus. I should like this
to appear separately, although likewise in quarto. The papers
of Polhem, the Councillor of Commerce, and the articles on
mechanics, I will leave for the Dcedalus.
\Vith respect to the professorship at Upsal I expressed my
thoughts to you from Brunsbo, and I hope you will kindly
receive them. I hope I shall be able to he as useful in the
post which has been entrusted to me, and also to secure to
myself as many advantages; my present position being only a
step to a higher one, while at Upsal I should have nothing
more to expect; moreover, I do not believe that the King
would like me to give up my present position. \Vith regard
to the College, I will try most diligently to make myself
at home in mechanics, physics, and chemistry, and, at all
events, to lay a proper foundation for everything, when
I hope no one will have any longer a desire to charge me
with having entered the College as one entirely unworthy; still
I have no desire, either, to be called legis consultissimus [i. e.
the one most versed in the law J.
The new method of calculation I intend for the learned;
and I hope you will order it to be printed. I take all responsihility upon myself, and assure you that nothing of this
kind will be prohibited. The King has full power in everything that concerns law, war, and taxes, but none whatever in
what concerns words, language, and calculation.
\Ve have
great cause to he wearied with all the "innovations" that
happen. \Vould to God that no innovations had taken place
with our currency, but ouly with the method of reckoning
it-then our country would have been better off. Good Lord!
what extraordinary regulations have been issuetl with regard
to the skjuts [i. e. the relays furnished by the Swedish peasants J;
the like of it has never been heard of. If this had not
been done with a view to encourage the regular posting
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vehicles in Sweden, I should entertain difi'erent thoughts about
it. The first thing I will do, will be to procure myself a horse
and sledge, and for each journey a barrel of oats in the
sledge, and the first one I meet I will ask for a share of his
provisiOns. I have not the least desire to pay twenty-seven
clalers in copper, for a sledge and a driver to the next inn
on the road to Upsal, two Swedish miles from Stockholm.
I arrived. here at Starbo 68 last night, but found no one at
home. Brother Lars 8 and sister Hedwig 5 are at the fair. I
came here to confer about the Skinskatteberg property, which
my brothers and sisters intend to dispose of to one Jonas
Ahlgren for 32,000 dalers in copper, on condition of his paying
6000 dalers a year; which is an agreement I am also willing to
enter into, as iron has a fixed price, viz. 32 dalers. If I find
that I cannot uraw any money from the furnace, I shall try
to obtain it elsewhere. A thousand kind remembrances to
sister Anna.
Your most faithful brother,

E. S.
Starbo, January 30, 1718.
P. S. 1\Iorelius sent a messenger to Wenersborg to fetch
a buck which was promised by the Governor there, and which
shall be forwarded to you by the messenger. I had intended.
to send off this letter by the last post, but was prevented .
.Meanwhile Dr. Rudbeck 49 * has come here, which affords me
an opportunity of sending it over to you. If postage is to
be so frightfully raised as they say, we shall be obliged to
take leave of our friends awl customers. I had the honour
to receive your letter.
I thank you for having sent my
Algebra to press. If 1\Ir. Hasselbom 77 would be kind enough
to see that all the numbers are correct, it would be most
acceptable. I know that many will be interested in it who
have turned their minds to algebra. I have three or four
other small matters on hand, which are short and may appear
next spring; I will then stop for some time, to see what will
be thought of them.

*

See Document 130.

DOCUJIE.NT 79.
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BENZELIUS.*

1\Iost honoured and dear brother,
I send something new in physics by brother
Rudbeck ;49 but do not know whether it will arrive before this
letter. It treats of the smallest round particles, or of air
and wind. I believe that it will be acceptable abroad. I
have also several other matters, and among them a more
thorough explanation of the method of finding the longitude of
places; in the calculation of which I have gradually acquired
greater facility.
I received to-clay a letter from the Councillor of Commerce
[PolhemJ at \Venersborg, in which he presses and urges me
to journey thither. He has now received the order that the
locks are to be built, and that the navigation between the
Baltic and North Sea is to be through the lakes of \V ener
and \Vetter to Norkoping, at His :Majesty's private expense.
'rhere is therefore considerable work ahead, but I shall
have to stay here for two weeks yet. Then, with your leave,
I will come as fast as possible to Upsal, in order to see
through the press what I have in hand. The Councillor of
Commerce writes, that the King wonders and expresses dissatisfaction at my not going on with the Dcedalus as before.
I should like very much to take something down with me
which will please the King. Let nothing interfere with my
new method of calculation; it may be very useful for those
who desire to use it; I take the whole responsibility upon
myself.

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, Xo. 135. Xo. YJJI, in the Appendix to .Atterbom's "Siare och Skalder," p. 111. Letter ~5, in 1\Ir. ·white's
"Xew Churehman," Vol. ~' p. 138.
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I wish to put down a few memoranda, on which I should
like to get your opinion and your answer when I come to
Upsal: 1. I think of dedicating the little treatise which Dr.
Ruclbeck 49 takes with him, to .A.bbe Bignon, 57 abroad, and
the other about the longitude to Edward Halley, 55 Oxford,
who has also clone something in this subject; 2. That this be
clone in pure Swedish, and that I make a translation of both,
and thus send them over; I hope that by so doing I may
gain the favour of some one; 3. \Vhether in the place of the
professorship of the late Elfvius, another might not be established for the benefit of the Swedish language; 4. \Vhether
:Magister Unge 5 might not be promoted thereby to something.
I shall write further some other time ; I am prevented at
present from doing so.
I remain
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EM.A.N. SwEDBERG.

Starbo, 68 February, 1718.

DOCU1lfENT 80.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
l\Iost honoured and clear Brother,
Some time has elapsed since I wrote to you.
The delay is in proportion to the distance, and the rise in the
postage; yet I hope that your confidence remains as before.
\V e are now daily occupied in bringing the first lock to
completion, which cannot, however, be clone before l\Iichaelmas.
The expenses are small beyond all expectation, because the
whole ,;work is of timber. Yet it is built so as to last a
long time, and any part which gives way can be repaired

* Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 136. ~o. IX, in the Appendix
to Atterbom's "Siare och Skalcler", p. 112. Letter 26, in 1\lr. \Vhite's "New
Churchman," Vol. 2, p. 138.
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without renewing the whole structure. I am trying to prevail
upon the Councillor of Commerce to appoint one or two
persons to superintend the work; and as I think l\Iessrs.
\Vassenius 75 and Hasselbom 77 would like such an appointment,
I have proposed them; they may count upon twenty dalers in
silver per month, as long as the work continues. The principal
inducement for them would be to acquire practice in mechanics,
and to stand a better chance of promotion. If you would
please to let them know this, they would perhaps couununicate
to me their ideas in writing. I should like to be able to
advance their interests some other way; this would be the
greatest pleasure to me.
It seems to me there is hut little reward for the trouble
of advancing the cause of science; partly on account of the
lack of funds, which prevents our going as far into it as we
ought, and partly also on account of the jealousy which is
excited against those who busy themselves more than other
persons with a given subject. \Vhenever a country leans towards
barbarism, it is vain for one or two persons to try to keep it
upright.
. Baron Gortz 78 has passed twice through this place, and
inspected the work at the locks, over ·which he is chief.
"'hen he returned, he was met by the French ambassador,
and they had two days' conversation together. Afterwards
the former went to Aland, and the latter to his former residence
at Lund. Some persons of his suite gave assurances in the
town that we should have peace in a short time, and that
we had better terms and conditions to expect than is generally
supposed. 0 I utinam ne sub melle lateant .... {\Vould, that
under the honey there were not concealed .... !)
His l\fajesty examined also Trollhatta, and I had the
favour of conversing much with him. I did not ofl'er him my
"Art of the Rules," and my "Attempt to find the Longitude,"
further than by leaving them upon his table, when he sat and
perused them for a considerable time. l\Iany wonderful tales arc
reported about us in the neighbourhood; among other things
they say that we stopped up the ~rrollh~itta Falls at the moment
the King was there. Such unbounded. confidence they have
in art.
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How is Prof. Valerius 71 doing now? God grant that I
may hear of his health and prosperity! With a thousand
kind remembrances to Anna, 5 to Count Morner, 79 and little
brother Eric, 58 I remain
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EMAN. SwEDBERG.

W enersborg, the end of June, 1718.

DOCUl-!lEJ.lT 81.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
:Most honoured and clear brother,
Your welcome letter reached me in Stromstadt; it had come after me to \V enersborg and Stromstadt,
and therefore I could not answer it sooner. I have been
twice at Stromstadt, and I shall have probably to go there
soon again. I found His Majesty most gracious towards me;
much more so than I had any reason to expect, which I regard as a good omen. Count Morner79 also showed me all
the favour that I could wish.
Every day I had some mathematical matters for His
Majesty, who deigned to be pleased with all of them. \Vhen
the eclipse took place, I took His Majesty out to see it,
and ·talked much to him about it. This, however, is a mere
beginning. I hope in time to be able to do something in this
quarter for the advancement of science ; but I do not wish to
bring anything forward now, except what is of immediate use.
His Majesty found considerable fault with me for not having
continued my Dmdalus, hut I pleaded want of means; of
which he does not like to hear. I expect some assistance for
it very soon.
\Vith respect to brother Esberg, 69 I will see that he
"' Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XL, No. 137. No. X, in the Appendix
to Atterbom's "Siare och Slmlder," p. 114.
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gets some employment at the locks; but nothing can be done
before next spring. If he meanwhile studies mathematics well,
and begins to make models, it will be perhaps of use to him.
I wish very much that little brother Ericus 58 was grown up.
I helieve that next spring, if everything remain as it is, I
shall begin the building of a lock myself, and shall have my
own command; in which case I hope to be of service to one
or the other. I receive only three dalers a day at present at
the canal works; but I hope soon to receive more.
Polhem's eldest daughter31 is betrothed to a chamberlain
of the King, of the name of l\Ianderstrom. 80 I wonder what
people will say about this, inasmuch as she was engaged to
me (som det ii'J· l\IIN bestiilling). His second daughter is in my
opinion much prettier. 31
How is Prof. Valerius ? 71 I should be very glad to hear
of his health and good condition. Remember me to sister
Anna. 5 I remain
Your most faithful brother and servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

\Venersborg, September 14, 1718.

DOCU1liE.NT 82.

S"\VEDENBOHG TO BENZEL! US.*
l\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
I am just starting for Carlsgraf, after having
been here about three weeks. :Meanwhile I have seen Dredalus;
part vi, through the press. It contains the following articles:
1. Directions for pointing mortars, by C. Polhem; 2. An easy
way of counting halls, which are stored in the shape of a
triangle, by Em. Sw.; 3. Useful directions in ship-building;
4. A proof that our vital nature consists of small tremulations,

* Renzelius' Collection, Vol. XI..~, Xo. 138.
to Atterbom's "Siare och Skaluer," p. 115.
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with a great number of experiments; 5. Respecting a curve, the
secant of which forms right angles with it. I have sent this,
the figures and letterpress, to His :Majesty. As soon as I
have an opportunity, I will send it over to you.
By the first opportunity I will also send it to Vice-President Hjarne 53 with a courteous, but at the same time decided,
letter, [warning him] to stop his impertinencies; because it is
quite possible that some one may show up the puerilities and
shortcomings in scientific matters, which he himself has had the
daring to publish. I will send you a copy of this letter some
other time.
Our dear father has made us a present of his share in
the mining property. I wish we may succeed in arriving at
an equitable arrangement. Brother Lars 8 is somewhat unpleasant towards me. It would be well for him not to continue in this course ; for it does not seem proper in a relative
that he should be more on the side of Ahlgren,* than on that
of his brother-in-law. Among all my brothers and relatives
there is not one who has entertained a kind feeling towards
me, except yourself; and in this I was confirmed by a letter
which my brother wrote to my father about my journey
abroad. If I can in any way show a due sense of gratitude,
I will always do so. Brother Unge 5 does not hold his bands
away from any one; at least he has estranged from me my
'dear father's and my dear mother's affections for the last four
years ; still this will probably not be to his advantage.
His Majesty will probably go to Wenersborg, at the close
of the month, to inspect the army. I will see if I cannot get
leave to follow [the army] to Norway. If I can be of any
service there to my brothers and sisters, it will be the greatest
pleasure to me. I remain
Your most faithful senant,
El\IANUEL SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, October, 1718.

* Respecting

Jonas

Ahlgren~

see Document 78.
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llENZELIUS.*

l\Iost honoured and dear brother,
I had the pleasure to receive your letter at
Brunsbo, where I intenu to remain until the Christmas holidays, and then to go for a few weeks into the mining
districts and to Stockholm. Thank God! I have escapeu
the campaign to Norway, which had laid a hold sufficiently
strong upon me, so that I could only escape hy dint of
some intrigues. I was glad beyond measure to hear of
your intended journey hither; I will by all means wait for
you here. Although our dear mother makes some remarks
a bout the fodder, still your horses will be very well taken care
of at :Magister Unge's, 5 who is Rector (prost) of Fagre, or else
at the inn where brother Lundstedt5 stopped for two weeks; I
will take care of this. If my sledge anu furs would be of
use for the journey you might bring them 'vith you. I
have an idea that the harness also is still there. If my
muff too could be brought, it woulu be well. I ·should like
Yery much to have my telescope and thermometers down here.
They might be packed in a wooden case stuffed with hay. It it
were not too much trouble, I would ask you to bring them. I
shall have the pleasure of showing you DredalHs, part vi, on your
arrival. 'Vith Dmdalus, part vii, I wi1l wait until His l\Iajesty
provides the means, which 1 I understand, will be forthcoming;
I have evPrything ready [to complete J the second year. I have
also seen through the press here my theory about the earth's
diminishing its course,t which I tried very hard to make
pleasant reading. I unuerstancl I shall get it about the time

*
t

Benzelius' Collection, Vol. XI;, No. 139.
Om J onlenes och I~lanetarnas W'mg och Stand. (AlJout the Course
and Orbits of the Earth and. the l)lanets), Skara, li18. 40 pages.
20
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of your arrival. Please present my respects to Count l\Iorner/ 9
and remember me kindly to sister Anna. 5 I remain
Your most obedient and faithful brother,
E:~\IAN. SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, December 8, 1718.
P. S. GyllenlOw, a redoubt near Frederickshall, was taken
by storm on the 27th November.
I expect my sledge, my furs, and muff.

DOCU1liENT 84.

POLHEM TO BENZELIUS. *
Reverend and most Learned Librarian,
l\fost honoured friend and patron,
I hope the friendship which we formerly culti~atecl by letter has not ceased, although our correspondence
has stopped for some time. On these matters I have conferred
instead with Assessor Swedberg, and I have clone so partly
on your recommendation, and partly because the Assessor has
a quick genius for grasping and ventilating such subjects. \Ve
have been mutually pleased with our conference, or at least
with our correspondence, but I am troubled about its continuance, as it has been interrupted for some time, and I have
received three of my letters, which I had written to him, unopened from Stockholm. And as I understand that he is probably now at Upsal, I must beg you to offer him my greeting,
or else .to send it to him by letter wherever he may be at
present, and also to ask him to favour me 'vith one of his
welcome letters, which are so much the more acceptable in
our house, as he has given us sufficient cause to love him as
our own son. With regard to the work at the locks, you are
aware it is suspended at present between the will of going on
with it and the universal poverty; for although several thousand

* Polhem's

l\ISS. in the Benzelius Collection at Linkoping, p. 385.
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banknotes are in hand with which to build, yet it is very
difficult to go to work with these, so long as people doubt
the certainty of getting these notes changed into good silver
coin. :Meanwhile I find it necessary to go to S~jernsund
as soon as the famished relay-horses are able to go. So God
will, I shall remain there until spring, and then I shall return
to the work at the locks, as soon as the means for continuing
the work are found, without any compulsion, and without 'Lanknotes, about which we are now deliberating.
'Vith many kind regards to you and your family, and to
my other friends and acquaintances at Upsal, of which there
are now not many, I remain
Your most obedient servant,
CHRISTOPH PoLHEJ\1.
Carlsgraf, April 18, 1719.
'To the Reverend and most Learned Librarian,
Emc BENZELius, Upsal.

DOCUJIE1VT 85.

S\VEDENllOHG 'fO BE.NZELIUS.*
:l\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
A few days ago I arrived here in Stockholm,
when I was at once informed uy various persons that a new
discovery had lJeen made in France affecting the inhauitants of this earth, viz. that our earth hacl approached
25,000 miles nearer the sun, and that they had written on
tllis subject to the learned Academies. I should like very
much, for better information, to obtain all the particulars
respecting it, viz. whether observations have been made of the
sun's diameter, and its visible increase, or of the parallaxes
of the planets and their supposed displacement, which could
not fail to be noticed, in case we approached nearer to our

* Benzelius'

Collection, Vol. XL, Xo. 140.
20

*
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centre; for this could only show itself within our solar vortex,
outside of which there is no possibility of any parallax with
the sun showing itself, unless one should appear which
could not be distinguished before. The greatest matter of
surprise is, that such a leap should have been made within
one or two years, when yet no comet has lately hurled itself
into our larger vortex, nor has any other planet, so far as I
know, so approached our terrestrial vortex, that it could have
forced us inwards. In case there have been some violent
cause of this description, we may presume that it will again
recede to its proper distance, inasmuch as this always adapts
itself to the speed and to the course, so that our phaeton will
again return to its proper orbit. It does not seem reasonable
that this should have taken place in a natural manner in so
short a time, unless it is deduced from observations made
within 100 years. I am glad, however, that I treated publicly a similar subject about a year ago, in my treatise "Concerning the Earth's Motion and Duration,"* in which I
maintain that the earth moves more and more slowly both
in its annual and diurnal revolution, from which it must
necessarily follow, that it approaches nearer and nearer to
our sun; for the more rapid the motion and revolution of the
planets within the solar vortex, the greater is the distance to
which they are carried from the centre; but the slower the
motion, the more they are drawn inwards; moreover, it is
known in what proportion the centrifugal force increases
according to the velocity with which a body either tends
outwards or inwards. Isaac Newton's Principia treats of this
subject.
The case with the planets is, also, as if a long arm were
made, with a ball upon it, which was free, and could slide
either forward or backward on the arm, and thus could move

* "Om J ordenes och Planeternas Gang och SUmcl," Skara, 1718. (On
the motion and orbit of the earth and the planets; i. e. some arguments
sho·wing that the earth diminishes in its course, and goes more slowly than
heretofore; causing ,-.,.inter and summer, clays and nights to be longer in
respect to time, than heretofore). The elate of this little book which on the
death of Charles XII was Lleclicated to the Crown-prince, is Dec. 16, 1718.
See also Document 83.
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either out or in by the least force; if, now, this hall should
be spun round very rapidly- especially under water-then
the centrifugal force would be increased to such a degree,
that the ball would run far out on the arm, away from its centre;
but if the motion should decrease, the ball would be drawn
inward. Exactly so is it with the planets; if the first moving
cause is taken out of one, it approaches nearer to its centre;
hut if it is increased, it is thrown far out; or what is the
same thing, the slmver the revolution the nearer its approach
to the sun, which theory I also discuss in the ahove-named
treatise. 'rhat this, however, should take place "·ithin two or
three years, I cannot yet get into my head; although even
our atmosphere itself seems to indicate a cltange in the
temperature in respect to summer and winter, and also in
respect to the unusual north winds we now have. With regard
to the nature of motion, if an examiuation is made of the
degree in which it either increases or decreases, it appears
that towards the end motion decreases more in one minute
than before in 20; for instance, if anything be whirled around,
the revolution tmvards the end diminishes more in one moment,
than it did before in twenty; yet this cannot apply to our
planet.
I should therefore like very much to get som~
further particulars about this matter.
During the summer I took the necessary leisure to commit
some things to paper, which I trust will he my last; as
speculations and arts like these are left to starve in Sweden,
where they are looked upon by a set of political blockheads
. as scholastic matters, which must remain in the background,
while their own supposed refined ideas and their intrigues
occupy the foreground.
"\Vhat I have in hand consist, first, of a minute description of our Swedish blasting-furnaces; secondly, a theory
or an investigation into the nature of fire and stoves,
where I have collected everything I could gather from blacksmiths, charcoal-lmrners, roasters of ore, superintendents of
iron-furnaces, &c., and upon this the theory is based.* I hope

* SwedenlJorg's theory concerning fire was pulJlishecl by him in Amsterdam,
in 1721, under the title: Kom Obsermta et Im·enta cit·ca .Farmn et Ignem,
ct prrecipue circa natumm Ignis elementarem, una cum nova Camini in-
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also that the many discoveries which I have made therein,
will in time prove useful. For instance, a fire may be made
in some new stoves for warming, where the wood and coal
which usually last a day, will last six clays, and will give out
more heat. Yice-President Hjarne 5 ~ has approved of this in
all its particulars, and if desired I can show the proof of it.
The former of these treatises I handed in to-day to the Royal
College of l\Iines. *
I have also written a little anatomy of our vital forces,
which, I maintain, consist of tremulations; for this purpose I
made myself thoroughly acquainted 'vith the anatomy of the
nerves and membranes, and I have proved the harmony
whieh exists between that and the interesting geometry of
tremulations; together with many other ideas, where I found
that I agreed with those of Baglivius.82 The clay befor,;
yesterday I handed them in to the Royal l\Iedieal College.t
ventione. An English translation of this work by Charles E. Strutt was
published in London, in 1847, under the follov.ing title: New ObserYations
and Discoyer)es respecting Iron and Fire, and particularly respecting the
elemental nature of Fire: together with a new construction of stoves.
* This treatise v.·hich was never published is still preserved in the
College of l\Iines; it bears the following title: Beskrifning oj've1· Svenska
][asugnar och dems Bl~sningar (.l\. Description of Swedish Iron Furnaces
and the processes of melting Iron). See Document 145.
t During the editor:s visit to Stockholm in 1869 and 1870, he found the
following entry in the Proceedings of the Board of Health (Snndhet's Collegimn) for the years 1710-1720:"0ctober, 1719. 2. The Syndicus reported that the extraordinary Assessor of the Royal College of Mines, the well-born Emanuel Swedenborg,
had submitted to the College for examination a work entitled: Anatomi af
var aldrajinaste Katur u:ismule att 'IJart 'romnde och lefwande tciisende
bestar af Contremiscentien (Anatomy of our most subtle nature shov.ing
that our moving and living force consists of tremulations). The College
resolved that this treatise should be read in turn by all the assessors ofthe
College; and that afterwards they should pronounce an opinion respecting it."
The work itself is not contained in the library of the College, but a
large portion of it, Chapters I to VI, and Chapter XIII, filling 46 pages
in 4to, is preserved in the Cathedral-library at Linkoping in Vol. XL of
the Benzelius Collection, No. 109. Of tllis a photo-lithographic copy was
taken, which occupies pages 132 to 180 of Vol. I, of the photo-lithographed
l\ISS. of Swedenborg. These chapters Swedenborg haJ sent to h.is brotherin-law, Ericus Benzelius, for examination, as is shown. in Document 88.

Doc. 85.]

SH'EDESBORG TO BEJ.,'ZELIUS.

311

Besides this, I have improved the little treatise which was
published at Upsal, about the High 'Vater in primeval
times, and I have added a number of clear proofs, together
with an undeniahle demonstration how stones were moved
in a deep ocean; I have also adduced arguments to show how
the northern horizon was changed, and that it is reasonable
to suppose that Sweden in the primeval ages was an island;
this I have handed in to the Censor of hooks, so as to publish
it auew. * There is also quite a numher of smaller papers.
'The deep study by which I have endeavoured to compass
these subjects, has caused me to look with contempt upon everything I have heretofore puhlished; I intend to improve them
very much when they are to he translated.
,~ice-President Hjiirne 53 showed me a letter from an
anonymous writer at Upsal, which reports that our dear father's
reply to him is in the press, in which he (Hj£irne) is said to
he assailed in unmeasured terms, and which the letter characterised as a mean work (jaxlwn opus). The Vice-President is very
much incensed at this, and is ready to lay a wager of ten to
one, that you and I are at the bottom of it; although it is
merely a defensive work. I wish you would smooth the old
gentleman down as much as you can. \Vith much love, I
remain
Your most faithful servant,
E:\IAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, November 3, 1719.

* Of this little work which hears the title: Om Tratnens l1Dgd oclt fvrra
?l'erldens starcka Ebb oclt Flod. Bezcis ?ttur Swerige (Respecting the great
depth of water, and the strong tides in the 1)rimeval world; proofs from
Sweden), two cllitions were puiJlisheu by Sweuenborp-, both hearing the date
of l\Iarch 17, 171H, hut in the first the author signs himself Em. Swedberg,
and in the seconu Em. SwedenlJorg. A very favourable opinion respecting
this little work was given by the great Swedish chemist, Berzelins, before
the Scandinavian Scientific Association of 1842. It will be fouuu on pages
L!6 and 47 of the printed Report.

DOCU.JIE1VT 86.

S\VEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
l\Iost honoured and clear Brother,
I am glad to hear that you are enjoying good
health, and am delighted also to hear that what I wrote yon
in my last was to your liking; wherefore I feel encouraged
to give you some more of my thoughts on the subject. I
cannot derive any proofs from the velocity; but I believe
that so rapid a change in the earth's motion could not have
taken place in so short a time; for you cannot make me believe
that a planet should all at once rush towards the centre, as
if it were driven by a Phaeton, without this being shown at
once by the sun's diameter. If the sun became larger and
larger before our eyes, there would then be occasion for fear,
and it would be time to commend oneself into God's hands.
That the earth is gradually dra,ving in towards its centre,
may also be inferred from the change in our horizon; for the
same shape which belongs to the vortex of our earth exhibits
itself in the sea, or upon the earth; and if the very horizon
has changed considerably during 100 years, i. e. if the sea
has become rounder, then this is a clear proof that the earth
revolves more slowly, and consequently draws itself inwards.
I have treated on this subject to some extent in the abused
little work on the "Depth of \Vater and the Tides in the Primeval ages,"t which I send you.
It is very certain that the whole vortex of our earth, in
which we and our globe are contained, is held together merely
by motion; if motion should cease, the very vortex itself would
be dispersed, and every thing above and below would be

* "Benzelius'
t
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irrevocably des~royed; the centrifugal and centripetal forces,
as well as everything else by which our elementary substance is
held together, would lose their direction. Everything would then
in a moment be dispersed into its least particles, which might
well be called a tire; for if our vortex is gone, then everything
below is gone, down to the very centre of the earth, and everything al10t·e, even to our zenith; there would no longer be any
compression, no longer any gravity; not even the hardest
diamond could continue in its form; for it is kept in its form
by the pressure of the ether towards the centre, which is
effected by the vortex of the earth. "'herefore, the tire by which
our planet is to be destroyed, may he caused either by its drawing nearer to the sun, or by all matter, all bodies, or all the
elements, being in an instant dissolved into their least particles.
"\\'ith regard to the place of the damned (nij dam1Wfwu) being in the sun, I have exactly the opposite idea;
it seems to me rather to be the place of the blessed (r=il
beatuHt). l\ly reasons are the following: first, that the sun
is the centre of the whole of our planetary system, and that
motion, with the existence of everything in the solar vortex,
derives its origin from the above-named centre; secondly, that
above, or the heaven of the planets, is towards the sun; so
that any ascent in the solar vortex is towards the sun, but
below is towards the extremities of the vortex, towards Saturn
and Tartarus; thirdly, that the principal light and splendour
are in the sun, and on the other hand, darkness and other
terrors are at the greatest distance from it, 'vhere the sun
can scarcely be seen; fourthly, lmt the principal reason seems
to be, because the most refined air, and the most subtle essence which exists in the least elements, are in the sun: for
the nearer we draw to the sun, the finer everything becomes,
and in its centre we should probably find such a degree of
refinement and suhtlety, that the particles would be almost
without any composition, when they woul<l also lay aside the
name of matter, as well as of form, gravity, and other properties which belong to compound particles. It seems also
probable, that in the greatest refinement, there would likewise
be the most refined existence; that God, and the angels, that
a something which has nothing material in its substance,
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would be there chiefly in their element; like seeks like, and the
finer does not naturally seek the coarser; so that there are
more grounds for believing (although I willingly leave this
to your judgment) that God has His seat in the sun, as the
Bible says. \Vith regard to the fire, it would he too gross
an idea to suppose that the bodies of the damned are. to be
tortured there; for the pains of burning are not caused
naturally without destruction. \Vhen the fire burns, it causes
a sensation as if it was tearing something asunder, and as if it
was dissolving and destroying something; 'vhere there is no destruction, there can be no pain caused by burning; for such a
purpose the remorses of conscience might be a sufficiently
strong fire. I hope that my philosophizing on such a subject
may not be misinterpreted; for after all God's \V ord is the
foundation [of everything].
With respect to the written matters which I mentioned in
my last, I should like very much to have an opportunity to
publish some of them, but I would prefer to show some of
them actually at work. I did not say anything about my
having made a minute description of our Swedish blastingfurnaces, "·hich I handed in to the Royal College of :l\Iines;
this is the beginning of a description of all our mines.* I
have also submitted a little treatise 'vith this title: "New
Directions for discovering mineral veins, or some hints hitherto unknown for the discovery of mineral veins and treasures
long hidden in the earth," which was favourably received
by those whom it concerned.t It is very probable, however,
that "·hat I have printed in connection with a decimal system
in our coinage and measures, and which fills a sheet,* will be

* See

Note to Document 85.
A duplicate of this treatise was sent by Swedenhorg to Ericus
Benzelius for the benefit of the Upsal professors, before whom it was read
on Feb. 5, 1720. A })hoto-lithographic copy of it is contained in Vol. I
of the photo-lithographed 1\ISS. of Swedenborg, from pages 106 to 119.
The original· is at present in the Catheural-Library at Linkoping, in Yol.
XL of the Benzelius Collection, No. 73.
t Forslag til wad l.fynts och l.h.~ls indelning, s8 at 1·ekningen kan
liittas oclt alt br!lck afska.f!as (Proposal for regulating our coinage and
measures, 1Jy which computation is facilitated, and fractions are abolished).
Stockholm, 1719.
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my last; for I see that Pluto and envy have taken possession
of this Northern People; and that greater fortunes are made
by acting the part of an idiot than that of a wise man.
At the time I received your letter, I was in company with
that old gentleman, l\Ir. Hjiirne, 53 and as I saw that what you
had written about him might be communicated to him, I
showed it to him; hut he promised to answer it himself. l\Iy
best regards to all your family. I remain
Your most faithful brother and servant,
E.:\IAN. SwEDENBOIW.

Stockholm, November 26, 1719.
P. S. Brother Albert Sch6nstrcnn 81 desires to he remembered to you, and wishes me to tell you that if you
have not made arrangements about carriage horses, he has
two pairs to show you, of which you may choose one.

DOCUJJJENT 87.

S\YEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
::\lost honoured and dearest brother,
I send you herewith the little work which I
mentioned in my last respecting a decimal system in our
coinage and measures.t This is the last that I will publish
myself: because quotidiana et domestica vilescunt (i. e. because
things that have reference to domestic· and every clay affairs
are considered of no account), and because I have already
worked myself poor by them. I have been singing long
enough; let us see whether any one will come forward, and
hand me some lJread in return.
There are, however, some plans which I have entertained
for some time, and which at last have assumed a definite

*
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"Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 142.
See Note to Document 8ti.
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shape; I should like to see how far they meet with your approval: First, to translate what I have published into Latin
or French, and to send it afterwards to Holland and England; to which I should like to add, by way of improvement, some of my discoveries about fire and stones, and
about some improvements in mining matters; besides some other
papers which are not yet printed: would you be kind enough
to give the names of some who write scientific papers and
memoirs? Secondly, as I think I now in some measure understand the mechanics which are of use in mining districts, and
in mines, so far at least as to be able better than any one
else to describe what is new and old there; and further, to
understand the theory of fire and stones, where I have made
quite a number of discoveries, I intend to spend all my
remaining time upon what may promote everything that concerns mining, and, on the basis which has already been laid,
in collecting as much information as possible. Thirdly, if
fortune so favours me, that I shall be provided with all the
means that are required, and if meanwhile by the above
preparations and communications I shall have gained some
credit abroad, I should prefer by all means to go abroad,
and seek my fortune in my calling, which consists in promoting everything that concerns the administration and the
working of mines. For he is nothing short of a fool, who
is independent and at liberty to do as he pleases, and sees
an opportunity for himself abroad, and yet remains at home
in darkness and cold, where the Furies, Envy, and Pluto have
taken up their abode, and dispose the rewards, and where
labours such as I have performed are rewarded with misery.
The only thing I would desire until that time come, is
bene latere (i. e. to find a sequestered place where I can live
secluded from the world); I think I may find such a corner
in the end, either at Starbo 68 or at Skin[skatte]berg.* But
as this would take four or five years' time, I am quite ready
to acknowledge that long laid plans are like long continued
erections, which do not go on long without interruptions, or
without changes being produced by some circumstances either

* See

Document 130.
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of a general or of a private nature: for homo JFroponit, Deus
Still I have always
been in favour of a man's knowing what he is doing, and
of his forming for himself some clever plan of what it is most
practicable for him to carry out in his life. I remain, most
honoured and dear brother,
Your most faithful servant and brother,
E~r. Sw.
Stockholm, December 1, 1719.

disponit, (man proposes, God disposes).

DOCU1lfE. .YT 88.
S\,~EDENBOHG

TO BENZELIUS. *

1\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
By the last post I began sending over to you
my novelties in literary matters (nouvelles litteraires).t I should
be very glad if they, as well as what are to follow, meet with
your approbation. It is certainly true that Baglivius82 first
started the theory; and that Descartes83 treated upon it, and
afterwards Borell us; 84 hut no one has yet furnished any
proofs, or treated the whole subject fully; wherefore I claim
my proofs as new and as my own, although the subject, or
the theory itself, I am \villing to leave to others. Still I must
say that a great part of what I discovered myself, I afterwards
found I had clone in conjunction with Baglivius, 82 which has
rather pleased my fancy; as, for instance, what I have to say
about the function of the menin,qeS.f The whole will cover a
large space; I think it will occupy seven or eight weeks, even
if I send you portions twice a week.
The physicians here

* Benzelius' Collection, Y ol. XL, :No. 116; an English translation of
this letter was published by Mr. ·white in his "Xew Churchman," Vol. 2,
p. 53, letter 6.
t "The Anatomy" or the anatomical treatise spoken of in Document 85,
and discussed there in a footnote.
l The cere1ral memlJranes usually callcu dum mater, anu pia mater.
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in town will take the subject into consideration, and all
express themselves favourably; yet I shall not get any expression from them until Bromell72 also has had it [under consideration]. They intend to establish here a Collegium Ouriosum, of which they wish me to bec~:nne a member, but I
beg them not merely to talk about it, but to set it actually
to work.
If it be possible to have my two papers, of which I spoke
in my last, translated into good Latin, I should like very
much to have it done. I remain
Your most obedient servant,
El\r. S.
Stockholm [about the middle of January, 17.20].

DOCUJIE.VT
.
89.

S"\VEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
1\Iost honoured and dear brother,
I have received one of your letters, but the
other, which was enclosed in Doctor Rudbeck's, 49 has, it seems,
been mislaid in the post-office. I break off my article now, and
send Chapter XIII,t else there "·ill be a squabble about the
proper meaning. It would be very desirable if, in the objections
that may be raised, respect were had to such things as would
contribute to set this matter in its proper light for me; I mean,
that such objections should be raised, by which I might in a
certain measure see whether I am on the right or on a wrong
track; but merely to imagine many things about the animal
spirits, and to admit only such things as have reference to
their chemistry and their function, and none that concern their
geometry, seems too weak a defence: for I lay it down as a
principle, that the tremulation begins in the liquid, or in the

*

t

"Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 143.
See footnote to Document 85.
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fiuid contained in the membrane; in order that this tremulation may spread, the membranes require to he in a state of
tension with the hard substances, as well as with the bloodvessels: for in such a case all the lymphatic vessels, or the
vessels of the nervous fluid, lie in the membranes in their
proper order, and exert a pressure upon their contiguous parts
in an instant, just like any other fiuid, and they thus communicate a trembling motion to the memLranes, and also to
their bones; so that almost the whole body is brought into a
state of subtle co-tremulation, which causes sensation. I presume that :Messrs. the Academicians are so reasonable, as to
set aside childish prejudices, and oppose reasons to reasons,
so as to see on which side is the greatest weight. But more
some other time. I remain, most honoured and dear brother1
Your most obedient servant,
E:\IA~. SwEDE.XBORG.

Stockholm, February 24, 1720.

D OCU.JIE~YT 90.

S'VEDEXBOHG TO BENZELIUS. :::
l\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
I send you now the continuation of the preceding part. I wish much that it may gain the approval of
the learned who are concerned in the suhject; but as I am
doubtful of this, I will allow some interval to elapse, that I may
meanwhile learn, what objections may Le raised to it: for if
any one entertains an opposite opinion, the best arguments
may be thrown away; in preconceived opinions every one is
almost totally blind; still I will with all my heart leave to
your good pleasure, and to the service of the public, anything
that may lJe demanded. Care must be taken, not to draw
down upon oneself the anathemas of the learned, on accouut

* "Benzelius'

Collection," YoJ. XL, Xo. 14-!.
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of new discoveries, or some hitherto untried argumentations. In the next chapter there seem to me to be contained
better and more evident proofs, which are taken from the
senses and our sensations. I have some other parts besides,
which are not yet worked out, and which treat of the mechanism of our passions and the movem~nts of our senses, so far
as they may be deduced from the structures of the nerves and
membranes. To this there will be added some unknown properties possessed by the least ramifications of the arteries and
veins, for the purpose of continuing motion; but inasmuch as
this requires to be established by several courses of thought
and by anatomical investigations, I reserve it for some future
opportunity. What I have written upon fire is nearly twice
as long as the present treatise ; for I have devoted much industry and study to it.
The whole of what has been sent over to you has been
written off from the first draught; should any mistakes have
crept in with regard to the orthography, you will please attribute it to the fact, that a proper copy does not yet exist.
I have just received your letter of the 26th February·; the
review* also is pleasing, i]JSa lcttinitas etiam lauclanda est, (i. e.
its very Latin is even worthy of praise); yet it would not have
done any harm, if a little more had been said of the proof of
the moving of stones at a great depth; yet this may be supplied
by the treatise itself. I offer you my best thanks for it. On
p. 10, towards the close, instead of "Singulis lw1·is" it ought
to be Singulis sex lwris, 'vhich may be corrected by a slip in
the copies which are sent abroad.
I must beg of you to have an inventory made of the
Dredalus; I should like to hear how far the auction has advanced. Two Bibles ought to follow in the book parcel, which
are to be bound at my father's expense, one for himself,
and one as a present to me; if they are at Up sal, I should
like the binding to be done there.

* Swedenborg here alludes to the review of his work : Om watnens
hogd, &c. (About the water's height, and the strong tides in the primeval
world), which appeared in the first number of the "Acta Literaria Suecire,"
Anno 1720.
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The books of the Councillor of Commerce, Po1hem,14 must
be lying somewhere among my papers; as soon as they are found,
they ought to be sent back.
If I may safely send the continuation of the former paper,*
it shall be done as soon as possible, but I would not like to
leave anything sinist1·is arbitris (i. e. to unfair critics); for all
heads are not always exactly alike.
As a matter of curiosity, worth communicating, I subjoin
an extract from a letter which has recently been received
from Kohlmater, who is at Newcastle, respecting a curious
pumping machine; he is an auscultant (i. e. assistant) in the
College of 1\fines.
COPl~

.Tust outside the town, a newly invented pumping machine
has been set up for the coal-mines, which are very liable to
be flooded with water, which is a great hindrance to them.
This work which was only completed six weeks ago, is an invention which is ingenious beyond measure-, being driven by
means of fire and water. There is a large iron boiler, which
is covered above and has a very small hole in the top; in this
vessel water is boiled, and the whole machine is driven by
the steam, which comes out of the small hole above, and
which is so strong as to push up the handle of the pump;
and in proportion as the blast is withdrawn, the opening draws
the pump or the handle down again; for at one end of the
handle which causes this motion, there is a sort of churn or
drmp, constructed of iron, like that in which butter is made,
and which is so tight that no air can press in at the sides
of the piston-rod, which goes inside the drum. This machine
can scarcely be described. Such a work would be of great
importance, in Sweden, in mines where there is no falling
water. It pumps out 400 hogsheads an hour, and may be
made to do still more; it consumes about nine tons of
coal a day, and can descend as far as you please. Secretary Triwald's brother, who is in the employment of :Messrs.
Ridley, has promised to send a drawing, with full description,
to his brother in Stockholm.
• I. c. of the anatomical or anthropological. treatise.
21
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My own thoughts about this, with reference to the letter
and the models for a similar purpose which were published a
few years ago, I will show, with directions how they are to
be applied in Sweden, at greater length some other time.
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

February 29, 1720.

DOCUjfENT 91.

SvVEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
1\fost honoured and dear brother,
By the last post I sent you a double quantity,t
which accounts for the deficient supply by the present post,
and must be held sufficient also until I learn whether what
has been sent meets with praise or blame; otherwise the small
matters I have collected are entirely at your command. Will
you please express my thanks to Magister Valerius 71 for the
trouble he has taken with the translation. I am glad you
will get my treatise on the Longitude* reviewed; I only
wish it may be done carefully, so that it may meet with favour
abroad, especially as it may be of such great use to the
public generally, for I still feel assured that, of all the
methods that have been discovered, it is the easiest. · In
the translation, and also in the review, chapters 21, 22, 23,
ought to come immediately after chapter 12, so as to present
the following order, 12, 21, 22, 23, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 24, to preserYe the continuity of the subject.
Have not the time and opportunity arrived for proposing
to the Diet the plan which was projected during the time
of the late King Charles XII, for the establishment of a

*

"Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 145.
A double quantity of the anatomical treatise.
; This review is contained in the "Acta Literaria Suecire," for 1720,
pages 27 to 33.
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1\Iathematical Society, similar to those which exist in other
countries where the sciences flourish, so as to promote this important interest, for the cultivation of which there are men
of genius indeed in Sweden, but very small encouragement
otherwise in the form of advancement, salaries, and means
of sustenance. In England such a society has been developed
from a small beginning, and by means of contributions from
the many who regard it with favour; it is well sustained, and
is of great use to the Empire. I do not see why, for the
promotion of such an object, an annual public lottery the
gains of which have been calculated, might not be established
according to my humble proposition, on the same plan in
fact that was recently followed at :Malmo, and which is applied
annually in France for the purpose of educating youths and
poor children. You can yourself best suggest how this work
is to be set in motion; if many should favour it, such a measure
might acquire weight and importance. An income of 5000
dalers in silver would acccomplish most of it; viz. a salary
for one of 1000 dalers in silver, for two of 700 each, for four
of 500, and for other four of 100 each. If, for instance, the
lottery should be so arranged as to consist of 15,000 lottery
tickets, at a daler in silver each, and with the following prizesone of 2000 dalers in silver, two of 1000 dalers each, four of
500, ten of 100, twenty of 50, fifty of 10 dalers, and one
thousand of one daler each. In such case the prizes would
amount to 9,500, and the income to 5,500 dalers in silver, of
which 500 may be reckoned for expenses. I remain, most
honoured and clear brother,
Your most obedient servant,

El\IAN.
Stockholm, March 3, 1720.

SwEDENBORG.
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SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
1\fost honoured and dear brother,
Since my departure from Stockholm I have
not had time to send you the continuation of my Anatomy;
nor can I send it to you from here, because I have not my
first draught with me, and my head does not well recall things
from memory; with the first opportunity I will again communicate something to you.
At Starho 68 I heard something from a person named Kock,
which is worthy of an observation, that I will take about midsummer in the coming month of June: He watched one night
·with another man on a mountain, about a mile and a half
from Starbo; the name of the mountain is Honsberget, it
lies midway between Lodwiken and Hellsjon, and has at its
base, on the side which lies towards the setting sun, a large
lake, known by the name of W esman; there he has seen the
sun during almost the whole night above the horizon; and
when, in the middle of th~ night, the sun set for about half
an hour, he still saw it in Lake \V esman. t He told this as
substantially true to the master of mines, Lars Benzel, 8 and
myself; if this really is so, Lake W esman must have been the
chief cause of the phenomenon, from its making the horizon
damp and more disposed for refraction. Meanwhile, I do not
wish to place any reliance on this account, until I have made
the same observation, which would be worth a place in the
Acta eruditorwn. With kind regards to sister Anna and little
Eric, I remain, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant
El\rAN.

Brunsbo, April 12, 1720.

* "Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL,
t Near l\Iarnas and Smedjebacken.

No. 146.
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S\VEDENBORG

rro

BENZELIUS.*

::\lost honoured and dear brother,
I received your letter yesterday. It would he
my greatest delight if I could continue my Anatomy from here.
The first draught was left at Starbo, 68 and without it it
would make my head ache, to endeavour to hunt up the various
threads which are already deeply obducta alius generis cogitationibus (i. e. covered up by thoughts of a different kind).
Still it shall be done, as soon as opportunity offers.
As you intend to be here on Ascension Day, I may be
lmck at Starbo about the 11th or 1~th of June, so as to take
there the observation de sole inocciduo aut refracto (i. e. of
the non-setting or refracted sun), about which I wrote to you.
l will suspend my faith in it, until I have witnessed it with
my own eyes.
I am at present engaged in examining all the chemistry
contained in the treasury of the Sudeman Library, which
belongs now to Hesselius, 76 for I have proposed to myself to
examine thoroughly everything that concerns fire and metals,
a ]Jrimis incunabilis usque ad 1naturitatem (from the first
attempts and experiments to the maturer results), according
to the plan of the memorandum which has already been communicated to you. I take the chemical experiments of Boyle, 85
Reucher,t Hjarne, 53 Simons(?), etc., and trace out nature in
its least things, instituting comparisons with geometry and

*

"Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 147.

t This name probably stands for ]{i1·cher, a celeln·ated Jesuit, who lived
in the 17th centmy, anu who was one of the very first who distinguished
between chemistry and akhemy, auu is regarded as the founder of the
science of chemistry.
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mechanics. I am also encouraged every day by new discoveries, as to the nature of these subtle substances, and as
I am beginning to see that experience in an uninterrupted
series seems to be inclined to agree therewith, I am becoming
more and more confirmed in my ideas. It seems to me that
the immense number of experiments that have been made
affords a good ground for building upon; and that the toil and
expenses incurred by others may be turned to use by working
up with head what they have collected with their hands.
:Many deductions may thus be made which will be of use in
chemistry, metallurgy, and in determining the nature of fire
and other things.
If it would not be too much trouble, I should like you to
bring Hauksbee's Experimenta Antlere sure, (i. e. the experiments made with his air-pump), which the Library has
purchased from me. There are, if I remember rightly, contained in it, a considerable number of interesting experiments
upon fire, the magnet, etc., which were made either in a
vacuum, vel in moto [or in common air?]. If I could but
glance over it down here, I would immediately return it to
you with much gratitude. Please remember me kindly to
sister Anna, brother Eric, and the others. I remain, most
honoured brother,
Your most obedient brother and servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Brunsbo, May 2, 1720.

[P. S.] I must beg of you to bring Hauksbee. In travelling down here I noticed how the very largest stones, from 80
to 100 tons weight, like small mountains, were raised to the
highest eminences. Look upon these on your journey down
as demonstrative proofs in favour of my assertion that stones
were rolled and distributed at a great depth, viz. that they
were raised up higher and higher (those of the largest size
are near Ore bro ), i. e. nearer and nearer the shore, or towards the surface of the sea, until at last they came into
such shallow water, that they could no longer be rolled away
again. This is what I prove, that a deep sea could have
done this, but by no means a shallow one.

D OCU.Zl!ENT 94.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
~fost

honoured and dear brother,
Respecting the theory that the Aurora Borealis originated in fiery eruptions, which converged hither from
Hecla, Vesuvius, or Etna, my candid opinion is as follows:
1. It is well known that the air has been loaded or impregnated with sulphur, as has been noticed from so many
meteors and other phenomena, which have appeared in the
air, from the Aurora Borealis, from the effects of thunder,
and the luminous appearances around lofty towers from sulphurous air, · and also from the fact that sulphur and other
substances accompany rain, showing that the air has occasionally been highly charged with sulphur.
2. It seems that the origin of these conditions ought to be
ascribed to the great heat of some summers, unaccompanied
by rain, or to the severe dry cold of winter.
3. \V e know that in every soil, during summer, perpetual
distillations and sublimations are going on; sometimes particles
are loosened, sometimes they are combined, sometimes they
are formed into certain growths, sometimes the particles
vegetate; so that according to the state of the weather an
infinite number of chemical operations are noticed in the earth.
4. l\foreover, it is known that the sublimations of sulphur
abhor all dampness, and require certain higher degrees of
heat; if now there have been one or two summers without
rain, preceded by severe winters, it is no wonder that the

* "Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XI.1, No. 113. An English translation
was published by l\Ir. ·white in his "New Churchman," Vol. 2, page 41,
letter 3.
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particles should at first be dis solved, and afterwards the most
subtle sulphur be sublimated, and that the air should thus
become impregnated with it; which perhaps would not have
happened, if a different temperature had existed in the air,
sufficient to bind the particles together.
5. To maintain that ·an Etna or Vesuvius could fill the
whole atmosphere with sulphur, would be the same as if we
were to say that the rain ascends into the atmosphere from
the River 1fotala alone, or that one shower could give birth
to 200 waterfalls like those of the 1fotala. On the contrary,
the surface from which such a sublimation can take place
must be immensely large, i. e. it must take place from the
whole surface of the earth upon which the sun shines, and
whence continually particles are exhaled that fill the air.
For, besides, an eruption from one mountain can no more be
assigned as the cause of this, than one brook can be assigned
as the cause of rain.
6. On the same ground it might be supposed that more
meteors of this sort would appear in Sweden than anywhere
else in the world, and particularly at Fahlun, where at least
as much sulphur is drawn up as from Etna, since 200 roasting furnaces burn there day and night, and at least 200 blasting furnaces are there at work, and yet no more meteors are
seen there, than anywhere else.
7. The sulphur which causes meteors, and which can remain
suspended in the air, is far more subtle than that which
comes from an open fire, or from an Etna: such sulphur as
has already passed through an open fire, is not long held
suspended in the air, but is soon precipitated again; but that
which has not yet been in the fire can he suspended in water,
as in acidulous springs, in the air, in the clouds, and after~
wards in dry weather it may be combined with the air.
8. Therefore, neither the eruptions of Etna nor Vesuvius,
nor the roastings of ore at Fahlun, are the cause of any
meteors; for it is only when Etna or Vesuvius is about to
burn, that a quantity of fire is seen in the atmosphere in the
form of meteors, and some other phenomena; for then that
subtle sulphur is exhaled; but never to my knowledge after
an eruption is over. Hence it is my candid opinion that the
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aerial sulphur proceeds from the surface of the earth by the
action of the sun, and that a dry temperature sublimates such
a subtle sulphur into the form of a gas, etc.
El\r. Sw.
[Probably written between June 1720 and June 1721, either
at Skinskatteberg or at Starbo.]

DOCUJIE1VT 95.

8"\YEDENBORG
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BENZELIUS.

[Swedenborg added to a ~IS. copy of his jfiscellanea Observata, which he sent from Liege, Holland, to Ericus Benzelius, on December 12, 1721, the following:-]
P. S. * Great illuminations are made in Holland by the
Russian ministers for certain reasons, and I was present at the
Hague when Prince Kurakin let his rockets fly and his wine
flow; the following verses were exhibited upon this occasion:

".Jlwrte triumpharunt aquilre, jam pace triumphant,
Quo J.llars ante stetit, R1x sedet alma loco.
Bis denis gemuit Septentrio turbidus amnis,
Ast lretam retulit Pacis oliva diem.
Sanguinis iverunt, jam fiumina nectaris ibunt,
J.lfarte catenato, Bacchus ad arma venit.
(The eagles victorious in war, now triumph in peace;
'Vhere ~lars once stood, there lovely peace now reigns.
For twenty long years the wild northern stream
rushed forth.
But olive-branched peace now ushers in days of joy.
The rivers of blood into rivers of wine are changed,
'Vhen :l\lars is chained, then Bacchus will call to arms.)

* The original of this P. S. is contained in the "Benzelius Collection,"
Vol. XL, No. 148D, and a photo-lithographic copy is included in Vol. l of
the photo-lithographed :\ISS. of Swedenhorg, page Hl3.
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These verses, if demanded, could have easily been changed
into the following:

Morte* triumpharunt aquilre, sic pace triumphant;

Quo Mars t ante stetit, Czar sedet ipse loco,
R~tssicus amnis,
Ast lretam retulit Pacis oliva Diem.
Sanguinis iverunt, jam flumina nectaris ibunt,
111arte* catenato, Bacchus§ ad arma venit.

Et denis gemuit Septentrio

(The eagles prevailed by death,* and thus they triumph
in peace;
'Vhere l\fars t once stood, even there the Czar now reigns.
For ten full years the wild Russian stream rushed forth.
But olive-branched peace now ushers in days of joy.
The rivers of blood into rivers of wine are changed;
When Mars* is chained, then Bacchus§ will call to arms.)

DOCU}.fENT 96.

SvVEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.
l\fost honoured Brother,
As I have occasion and time l send you
some of my thoughts,** which may be of use to you in your
conference with those of the Society. At a future time I
hope to be able to communicate to you something more
pleasant; I am now very much occupied during the day

*

Caroli, i. e. of Charles XII.
Carolus.
Carolo.
§ This name is illegible in the original 1\IS.
** These lines were added to a 1\IS. copy of some of Swedenborg's
11 :Miscellanea Obse,·vata,"
which he sent to Ericus Benzelius, and which
were afterwards published in Leipzig. A photo-lithographic copy of this
letter is contained in the photo-lithographic edition of Swedenborg's MSS.,
Vol. I, p. 199; the original is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linkoping in the "Benzelius Collection," Vol. XL, No. 148,

t

*
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in making experiments, anu testing one thing and another.
\Vith my humble regarus to all good friends, I remain forever,
most honoured brother,
Your most obedient servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Liege, December 15, 1721.
[P. S.] To-morrow, with God's will, I shall start for some
of the mining districts of Germany.

DOCU:JIENT 97.

81\TEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS.*
Most honoured and dear brother,
I thank you very much for your agreeable
letter from Upsal, which brother Gustav Benzelstierna 65 has
handed to me. I am glad to hear that you are enjoying good
health. I should like very much, if I had the time, to make
a trip to Upsal; but as it is of great importance for me to be
as soon as possible at Starbo, 68. whence I have not received
any news at all, and especially as long as the iron conveyance
from Koping is here, I therefore reserve this honour for
myself until after my return, when I may profit at your house
by any books that I find in the Library.
\Vith respect to what you were kind enough to observe
about my proposition, t I gratefully acknowledge your kind
intention, but first of all I do not proceed in this matter on
such loose principles as Kunckel t; on the contrary I have on

* "Benzelius'

Collection," Vol. XL, No. 150.
This proposition will be founu discussed. fully in Documents 149 to
152, Section IV. Swedenborg's object in this proposition was to increase
by ten per cent the yielu of copper from the ore ; anu to ucmonstrate the
feasibility of his proposition, he applied. to the King for permission to institute a competitive trial at Fahlun.
; J ohan Kunckel, a well-known chemist, born 1630, at Renusburg in
Holstein. He was insvector of the mines at Annaberg, anu chemist to

t
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my side two new and important proofs, with a great many
minor ones; and also the computation and the [whole J theory,
and in addition their own ignorance in what concerns smelting,
so that I am more embarrassed at the outset by the fact that
there is nothing at all on the other side to counter-balance
my proposition, than with the [difficuity of] setting it to work,
and with whatever will come afterwards; in this matter I
will take proper measures. \Vhen I have the honour of some
conversation with you, I will mention some additional circumstances, by which you may be better assured respecting my intentions.
If you consider what I wrote clown in haste, my Amicum
Responsum, worthy, I give you leave to introduce it into the
Acts.*
The affairs at Axmart will soon be settled now, as it only
requires brother Peter Schonstrom's 47 signature under the
deed; so that all pretensions will be killed for all times, and
there can be no opportunity for reviving them, and disturbing
any one who may be in possession.
\Vith kind regards to sister Anna, 5 and brother Eric, 5 s I
remain most respectfully, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
El\I.A.N. SWEDENBORG.

Stockholm~

August 9, 1722.

Elector John George of Saxony. In 1679 he came to Sweden, where in
course of time he became councillor of mines. He was ennobled in
1693, when he assumed the name of von Lowenstern. He is known as the
discoverer of phosphorus, and died in 1702 on his estate of Brendo. As
appears from Document 151, he had proposed a change in the smelting
process for copper at Fahlun, but without success. His process is discussed
and criticized by Swedenborg in Vol. III of his Opera Philosophica et
Mineralia, p. 45; but he wrongly calls him "Kunckel von Lowenstein."
See "Anrep's Attartaflor," Vol. II, p. 844.
* This Amicum Responsum, or "Friendly Reply," is addressed to Prof.
Quensel of Lund, who in the uActa Literaria," p. 270, had objected to a
statement made by Swedenborg in his "Method of finding the Longitude."
Swedenborg's reply was inserted in the uActa Literaria," of 1722, p. 315.
t Concerning Swedenborg's affairs at Axmar, see Document 132.

DOCUMENT 98.

BENZELIUS TO SWEDENBORG.*
To Assessor Eman. Swedenhorg.
Dearest brother,
I wish very much that the "Historie der Gelehrsamkeit "t (i. e. the History of Learning), might arrive,
so that we may see her with our own eyes; because she herself desires to go about with a mask before the face, and
thus raises our suspicions*** *
I am, my dear brother's
l\lost faithful servant and brother,

E.

BENZELIUS.

Upsal, December 11, 1722.

* This fragment of Benzelius' letter to Swedenborg is contained in
Vol. XVI of the Bergius Collection of letters in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, p. 289.
t The full title of this work is "Historie der Gelehrsamkeit unserer
Zeiten," Leipzig, 1722. In part 4, p. 320, of this work Swedenborg's
theory, that large rocks were shifted about in the aboriginal ocean was
attacked, and as this "Historie" was published anonymously, and no list
of contributors was given, Swedenborg, after explaining his theory and
answering the objection in the Acta Literaria Suecire, Vol. I, p. 353-356,
declares that he would never enter into the list against any antagonist
who attacked others anonymously, and thus under a mask.

DOCU1lfENT 99.

S'VEDENBORG TO LARS BENZELSTJERNA.*
:Most honoured and clear Brother,
I hope that you are now at Starbo,68 so that
this letter may reach you. I was uncertain of this when the
last post left, and further had nothing to write to you about.
:Most noteworthy occurrences happened yesterday, viz:
1. Daleen~st sentence was so modified by the House of Nobles,
that he shall during his life-time be confined in Marstrand
with a crown, and an iron round his neck, and upon the
crown is to be written: "His country's traitor." In all towns,
also, through which he will pass, he is to stand in the
pillory. It is not yet known what the other houses will
decree in this matter. 2. Landmarshall Lagerberg, 86 Count
Gyllenborg, 87 and J osias Ceclerhielm 88 were proposed as
councillors of state; and when this list was presented to
the King, he expressed a desire to have them all in the
council; and after this had been deliberated upon, it was un~
animously agreed to, which caused a good deal of talk.
3. The list of appointments was also read yesterday, which
likewise gave origin to many speeches and conferences. I
should like to ask you what the condition of things is at
Starbo; inasmuch as he never lets me know about the ironworks [in general], only about some particulars now and then.

* The original of this letter in Swedenborg's own handwriting, but with
the signature cut off, is in the possession of the editor of these documents.
t Notary Dahlen and Field-secretary Brodzenius, who, in the year 1723,
laboured for the restoration of an absolute monarchy in Sweden, were
condemned to death, at the instigation of Count Arvid Horn, but this
sentence was commuted by the House of Nobles into imprisonment for life.
(See "Biografiskt J_Jexicon," Vol. VI, p. 260.)
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'Vith my kind regards to sister, I remain, most honoured
brother,
Your most obedient servant,
[signature cut off]
[No date, but "Titten in 1723; for in that year Lagerberg,
Gyllenborg, and Cederhielm received their appointments as
cow1eillors of state].
To Assessor LARS BENZELSTJERNA.
at Sater or Starbo.

8"\VEDENBOHG TO BENZELIUS. *
l\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
I had the honour to receive your letter on
the 3rd inst. I. am infinitely obliged to you for letting me
know in time that I shall not be able to have any grain from
the Academy. As I found that there was some delay in the
matter, and as at the iron-works they were finishing the preparation of the charcoal, the hauling and every thing else, I
thought it best meanwhile to provide myself from some other
source. I had never any doubt of your kindness and care in
this matter, and I should be very sorry, and indeed very
much grieved, if you should have any idea that I thought
otherwise; for what you promise, I know to be promised so
far as it lies in your power; I am therefore just as much
obliged to you, as if it had turned out well. It is, nevertheless, true that the Academy's treasurer or commissary has
been guilty in this matter of a trickery, which no business
man would ever allow himself to become guilty of, viz. of
acting against a resolution of the Academy. If this should
occur more frequently, their credit in the end will become
very small; for in a similar case it would be far preferable

* "Benzelius'

Collection," Vol. XL, No. 151.
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to deal and to close a bargain with an upright and honest
merchant. I will take measures that such a thing may not
happen again. With regard to the price at which Hans Behm,
W esteras, and others, closed with the Academy, I should
have been happy to have paid the same cash, and if any one
had doubted it, I would have prepaid the amount: sed ha:c
transeant (i. e. but let these be bygones).
With regard to your suggestions for my work on metals,*
it would occupy too much room to introduce them all: for about
each of the following metals, gold, silver, and iron, I shall
probably have more to say than about copper. But if you
think it worth while, it might first be treated in a general
way, and afterwards some particulars might be inserted. I
have nothing more to say in this matter than that § 2, i. e.
the process at Fahlun, should come after § 14, i. e. the process
~n Hungary, for some special reasons. What I send you now,
as well as an article I sent before, on the refining of
metals, is indeed considered a secret; for it is difficult for a
foreigner to obtain information on such subjects; but according to my simple notions, there ought to be no secrets at all
in metallurgy ; for without such knowledge ·it is impossible
for any one to investigate nature. Still less ought our
Swedish processes to be kept secret; inasmuch as foreigners
cannot benefit by any information concerning them. I hope I
may in time increase my cabinet or collection of minerals,
as others increase. their collections of stones. Meanwhile I
remain with all due respect, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,

El\'1:.

SwEDENBORG.

Presthyttan, February 14, 1724.
P. S. You can see from the pages whether anything is
wanting; if there is, I should like to know; for some may
have been mislaid in the post-office, and may otherwise be lost.

* This refers to a large work ((De Genuina llfetallorum Tmctatione"
(the genuine treatment of metals), of which Swedenborg had published a
prospectus in the year 1722 (see Document 198); but which was never
printed in the form set forth in that prospectus. The parts on iron and copper
were published by Sweden borg in 1734, as Yolumes II & Ill of his Opera
Philosophica et J.l,finemlia. The parts on sulphur, common salt, and Yitriol
are preserYed among his 1\ISS. in the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm.

SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
l\Iost honoured and dear Brother,
By the last post I had the honour to receive
your dear letter. \Vith regard to the professorship of the
late Celsius, 17 for which the Chancellor desires an able
man, whoever he may be, to be proposed-there are some fine
men at the University, as :Magister Buhrman,89 and after him
Vassenius/6 or Hasselquist.t l\Iy own business has been geometry, metallurgy, and chemistry, and there is a great difference between them and astronomy. It would be inexcusable
for me to give up a profession, in which I think I can be of
good use; further, I have not the domon docendi (i. e. the
gift of teaching); you know my natural difficulty in speaking;
I hope, therefore, that the Academy will not propose me,
as it would act as an obstruction on the part of the Chancellor with His 1\tlajesty in the matter of my receiving a
salary at the College, which is now before him, and which I expect to obtain some time; again, I no longer find my thoughts
directed towards an academical life, and I should no longer
feel satisfaction in it, even were I to receive a salary of
1500 Rixdalers, which is, however, out of the question. You will
do an act of great friendship to me, if, in case any one in
the Consistory should think of me, you will answer with an
absolute No, yet at the same time expressing my gratitude to
them for considering me worthy.
I thank you for your kind invitation to U psal; I should
like very much to accept it, if I could venture, immediately

*

"Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 152.

t This name ought probably to be Hasselbom, see Note 77.
22
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upon my return, to ask the College for another leave of
absence for taking a journey; were I to tell them the reason,
they might answer, that I could very well dispense with it.
:Moreover, several connected with the College will depart on a
commission in a few days, which will increase my difficulties.
l\ieanwhile I congratulate you; I should like very much in
your next to learn the point of the strife (materiam litis),
that still remains.
I should like to see the sharp answer of my antagonists;*
but words will not rouse me, and I will not make any reply
to them, as I have stated in what has been printed; for this
would be a most ignoble contest, between one with a mask and
another without one; probably it is some low, vituperative person,
which I infer from his laying the greatest stress upon mere
words, and from his not seeming to have any understanding
at all of the matter itself; inasmuch as he supposes my meaning to be, that whole mountains had been removed, and is
not at all aware that in Sweden large stones are found in
the middle of fiat fields, and also that many ridges and
mountains in Sweden con;:;ist entirely of piles of stones. In
order to please the learned in Sweden I shall, therefore, at
once make a clear proposition of given dates, introduce experiments from hydrostatics and hydraulics, apply geometry
to them, and thus arrive at a clear conclusion, without even
mentioning this low character, who seeks his glory in involving another in a dispute in a mean manner; out of which no
honour can accrue, inasmuch as while he is unknown, the other
is well-known. This demonstration I will afterwards send to
Polhem, the Councillor of Commerce, and after he has expressed
his opinion upon it, you might send a copy to W olf 18 at
Halle, and Julius in Leipzig. I presume that you and other
learned men will be pleased and satisfied with the judgment
of these gentlemen; and this will be sufficient.
By brother Anton Swab 66 1 send you my collections on
sulphur, vitriol, alum, common salt, saltpetre, and the acids; t
but these collections are not yet set up with any care, and

* Compare

t

See

~ote

Document 98.
to Document 100, p. 336.
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as I desire to keep them for myself alone, I should like to
have them returned with my former collections about copper,
not later than July.
I thank you very much for your offer of money, but I
have already plenty in N orrherke, 68 which will not be wanted
until next winter, so that I have no occasion for it. I am
glad that you effected a good sale; I should like to hear at
what price it was sold.
I remain, honoured and dear brother, most respectfully
Your most obedient servant,
EM.

SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, ~lay 26, 1724.
P. S. I shall have the honour now of congratulating you
on obtaining the· theological professorship in succession to
Dim·berg. *

DOCU.~.l!E.LVT
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S\VEDENBOHG TO BENZELIUS.t
:Most honoured and dear brother,
I thank you with all my heart for your company and the welcome you gave to me on my visit. I had
no difficulty on my journey to Stockholm; and on my arrival I
met my brother J esper, 52 ·l\Iagister N orclborg 90 from England,
and 1\Iagister Andreas Hesselius 91 fi·om Pennsylvania. ~!agister
Hesselius is now pastor in Sater; he collected many curious
objects during his stay in Pennsylvania, and "Tote a minute description of the country; but he had the misfortune to have
this, as well as his other things immersed in water, and

*

Ericus Benzelius continued as professor of theology at Upsal until
when he was appointed llishop of Gottenburg.
7 ·Benzelius' Collection," Vol. XL, No. 153.

17~.
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spoiled; still he will try to refresh his memory, and put the
descriptions on paper again.
Reaumur, 92 who has written about steel in France, has
come here, and is at the College; from what I have seen of
him already, I consider him to be .a clever scientific man.
At present I have only time to think of my preparations to
travel again to Orebro; but after my return, I will set apart
a certain time each day, which I will employ for things useful
in science and literature.
When you answer Dr. Sloane 93 in England, you may
mention that we have spoken on the subject together; and
that I am willing to correspond with them on matters connected with metallurgy, if they are willing to print it at
their own expense; for were I to go on printing at my expense, I should lose as much by it as I did f{)rmerly; moreover
I should not take the time afterwards to keep an account of
these printed works.
'Vith my best regards to sister Anna 5 and brother Eric, 58
I remain, honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
EM. SwEDENBORG.
Stockholm, August 20, 1724.
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BENZELIUS TO SWEDENBORG. *
To Assessor EM. SwEDENBORG.
:l\Iost honoured and dear brother,
* * * * I rejoice at the safe arrival of Brother
J esper 52 and his good companions at Stockholm, and I
hope to see them here, which would be a great pleasure to
me. I will write to Dr. Sloane 93 in London, as soon as I
obtain an observation on the state of the barometer in the
mines at Sahlberg, whither young Celsius 17 will travel to-day
for this purpose. Dr. Martin t has left for Roslags-skieren
in order to make there his ichthyological observations. I thank
you for the promised paper, which will be an ornament in
the Acta Lite'rarict. I remain, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most faithful servant and brother,
E. BENZELIUS.
Upsal, August 25, 1724.

* From the "Bergius Collection," in the Academy of Sciences at Stock·
holm, Vol. XIV, p. 289.
t Dr. Per l\Iartin, Assessor in the Royal Medical College and adjunct
in the 1\Ieqical Faculty at Upsal; be was married to a daughter of Prof.
Olof Rudbeck the younger,49
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JESPER SWEDENBORG52 TO IllS BROTHER
EMANUEL.*
To Assessor E. SWEDENEORG.
Most honoured and dear brother,
I had the honour to answer by the last
post your two agreeable letters, but I forgot to write about
several important matters, which I now wish to submit to you.
1. The first point is about my specie rix-dalers, which you
were kind enough to send to :Mr. Myra, who is chaplain of
St. :Mary's Church in Stockholm; he has received the royal
commission for Flo by [Floda ?].
2. The other point is, whether you think I ought to go
out to America again, or not. I have a great inclination to
go, but good advice is sometimes very necessary in such
a matter. Some advise me to go there again, and others
dissuade me from it; most dissuade me.
3. In case I should go, I should like you to receive my
money here, and to procure for me again letters of exchange
on London, to be payable either at Consul Ahlstrom's, 94 or
at any other banker's, as you may think best. About this and
similar things I should like to get your advice, when I go
out again.
Mr. Ahlstrom 94 was here to-day; he left for Stockholm.
He has a great desire to talk with you; he wishes very much
to take you with him to England, where he will show you
much that is interesting, and that would be useful to the
country. He has done some great things here at Alingsas,
and he has had machines constructed, the like of which

* "Bergius'

Collection," Vol. XIV, p. 287.
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cannot be found in all Europe. He will either become a
very rich, or a very poor man. He travels about over half
the world, in order to examine machines and inventions. I
should like you to tell me what sentence has been passed
on the false King Charles XII, and whether it is true
that the Emperor has died in :Moscow, or not. If there is
any other news in Stockholm, I wish you would let me know.
Remember me kindly to brother Benzelstierna 8 and sister
Hedwig. 5 I remain, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
JESPER SwEDENBOUG.
Drunsbo, February 26, 1725.

BENZELIUS TO SvYEDENBORG. *
To Assessor E. SwEDEJ\"'"BORG.
~Iy most honoured and dear brother,
I acknmvledge with all due respect the favour
which you have shown towards my Ericus, 58 and which he has
received in so many ways from you in Stockholm, both by
instruction in physics and mathematics, and more recently by a
new present. I wish you 'vould restrain yourself a little in
this respect, especially at the present time, when expenses
are so great and pressing with severity.
A good friend has translated your calculation respecting
the well-known iittebackan (genealogical tree?), so that this
may be introduced into the Acta. He made the calculation
from a conical figure, although you made it from an oval.
Should any thing require to be noted respecting his calculation, I await your orders, and remain, my dear brother,
Your most faithful brother and servant,
E. BENZELIUS.
Upsal, July 13, 1725.

* "Bergius'

Collection," Vol. XIV, p. 290.

344

SWEDENBORG'S CORRESPONDENCE. [Doc. 106.

P. S. The Royal Society in England has been pleased to
send me one of Hauksbee's thermometers, in order to make
observations with it. It will probably be here by this time
by the yacht.
DOCU1~fENT
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SWEDENBORG TO BENZELIUS. *
Most honoured and dear brother,
By Friday's post a letter arrived from dear
father, which I enclose herewith. A few days ago there
was sent me by post a treatise on "Finding the Longitude of
Places," which has been written by some one in England, of
whom I know nothing. His method seems principally to consist,
in observing the moon when it reaches the meridian, and in
order to find her there, he makes use of another star. But
two things seem to conflict with this method: First that it is
difficult to find out the precise time when the moon reaches
the meridian of a place, which it must pass at its height, and
although other auxiliary means may be resorted to, still the
moon cannot be got there with accuracy, nor can it be known
precisely when this appulsion to the meridian takes place;
moreover it is more difficult to find this when at sea than on
land. Secondly, that it is just as difficult to get the parallax
there correctly as in any other place, so that this method
has the same difficulties in this respect as the other methods.
Moreover, this method really belongs to Kircher, who besides
acknowledges its difficulties. I remain meanwhile with all due
respect, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
EM. SwEDENBORG.
Stockholm, June 6, 1726.
P. S. I will send you by the yacht to-day this treatise;
Prof. Buhrman 89 would perhaps like to read it.
To ERicus BENZELius, U psal.

* "Benzelius'

Collection," Vol. X, No. 61.
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1\IAGISTER UNGE 5 TO SvVEDENBORG.*
To Assessor E. 8WEDEN1lORG.
~Iy most honoured and dear brother,
Last Tuesday I had the honour of writing to
you, and I informed you then, that the Bishop accepted your
draught for 700 dalers, for the sake of assisting brother Anthon
Swab. 66 It would be well if he could really be helped by it.
The Bishop's wife thanks you very much for the trouble you
have taken. But is Anthon Swab 66 so poor that he requires
the Bishop's assistance? I thought the Swabs had a good
inheritance, and if this is so, why does the Bishop's wife
trouble him with it? I remember her saying once, when she
was troubled about him, that if the Bishop would only come
to his assistance, she would willingly pay it back to him
again from what would some day come to her. I believe that
he must have received a snug little sum, when all is added up.
'Vith regard to the deputies in the House of Nobles-!
do not mean the heads of families which hitherto have been
there-there has been considerable talk about them down
here; but I believe that the House of Nobles will lose much
of the authority, which it has maintained thus far, as long as
it could derive strength from the Biblical saying: plures swnus.
I wish the present Diet may close well, and indeed by Christmas. In every other respect, I remain with many kind
remembrances and esteem, my most honoured and dear
brother's.
1\Iost obedient servant,

J.

UNGE. 5

'Vanga, September 25, 1726.
• "Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 296.
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S\VEDENBORG TO A. D. SCHONSTROM.95 *
To :Mr. Abraham Daniel Schonstrom, gentleman in attendance on His Majesty, at Koping and Jonsarbo,
I thank you for your favourable letter. With
regard to the meadows belonging to Aslittforst, a resolution
was taken last week. Brother Horleman 96 has probably
taken a copy of it. The governor's resolution was simply
confirmed. \Vith respect to Fru Behm 50 nothing further has
been decided; although, whichever way it may be decided,
I shall be satisfied with it. With regard to your plan, we
can discuss it better orally; meanwhile I have placed your
letter where it cannot be summoned by any judge; for after
reading it through, I committed it to Vulcanus, and if he
after reading it can make any use of it, it lies in his power.
Remember me kindly to my aunt and other brothers and
~isters at present in Jonsarbo. :Meanwhile I remain with all due
respect, most honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
Enr.

SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, October 24, 1727.

* The original of' this letter is in the possession of one of the Counts
Hamilton in Sweden, who kindly sent it to the editor of these documents
through the Librarian Klemming, to take a copy of it.
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S"\Y"l~DENBORG TO A. D. SCHONSTRO~L 95 *
~lost

honoured and dear brother,
I thank you for your kind letter, and also for
having returned me my letter. \Vith respect to the matter
about which you asked me in confidence, and where I was to
point out to you the way by which to obtain it, I can see no
better way or mode for it, than that you should first sound
them orally, so as to be able to tell whether those who are
concerned are flexible or not; no one wishes you better success
than I, and if the appearances are favourable, I will help you
as much as I am able, according to my small ability. But
as you make your request so very urgently, I can surmise
nothing else, than that there is something very pressing involved in it, which you endeavour to reach by it. In case there
should be any pretty maiden in question, I wish you a~ much
success in the latter, as in the former case.
\Vith respect to the letter to J\ifr. Balgerie, I have not
written him a letter for the last three years, and he may no
longer remember me; at all events it would be difficult for
me to compose a letter in French, which you might approve.
In order to oblige you in this matter, I yesterday therefore
requested the Councillor of Commerce, Oameen, to do this
service for you, which he· has promised to do in' all due form,
and to send it to you, at least if you request him to do so;
and I can assure you that one word from him will weigh
more than a thousand from me, who have never had any
dealings with him.
I remain, meanwhile, with all due respect,
Your most obedient servant,
El\r.

SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, November 21, 1727.
[To A.nRAIIAM DANII~L Scm'.>NSTRi.br.J

* The original of this letter in Sweuenhorg's own handwriting is in tho
possession of J olm Bragg, Esq., Birmingham.
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SWEDENBORG TO A. D. SCHONSTROM.*
Most honoured and clear brother,
* * * * Brother Benzelstierna 8 is in Sahlberg,
wherefore I cannot confer with him on this matter, as you
wished me to do, before his return. If there is some maiden
in your thoughts, and I hit it correctly, I wish you much
success in it.* * * * The king has ordered the College to meet
together upon the trade through commission merchants, which
I also demanded in my memorial before the Diet.
I remain with all due respect, most honoured and dear
brother,
Your most obedient servant,
EM.

SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, November 27, 1727.
P. S. There is a loud rumour that the young Czar was
murdered on the 11th inst.
To Mr. Abraham Daniel Schonstrom, 95 gentilhomme de la
Cour, at Koping and Jonsarbo.

* The original of this letter in Swedenborg's own handwriting is in the
possession of Mr. J. R. Boyle, Bacup, Lancashire, England.
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UNGE TO SvVEDENBORG. *

l\Iost honoured and dear brother.
* * * * 'Vhen I have closed my account with
Zelow, I have also closed the account of my moneys. The
little real estate which I have purchased, cannot yield more
than 300 dalers in silver; and I had to expend a good deal
in building upon it. But I am happy and contented that, with
God's help, my wife and children are provided for to some
extent, in case they should lose me. If God grant me life,
I shall always be able to gain a little extra. Brother J esper
Swedenborg 52 has likewise bought a little estate, so that
he too can take care of himself; the best thing in his case
is, that he is temperate and economical, does not run into
expenses, and has a good and pious wife. Brother Lundstedt 5
seems to be worst off, inasmuch as he has no other property than a ntstlulll [a farm which is obliged to equip a
cavalry soldierJ, which has its difficulties in times of 1)eace,
and still more in times of war.
There is one matter with which I would trouble you, if
you will allow me. Vice-magistrate Rydbeck, tl:e son of
the late Dean at Lidkoping, has applied to His 1\tfajesty for
the benefit of the year of grace; on which account I must
remain one year longer in \Vanga, which for several reasons
I do not like. But the Consistory has opposed his application, and has forwarded a written objection to His
1\fajesty, that he, as an only son, who has come of age,
and occupies a position of honour, is not entitled to enjoy
the privilege. His :Majesty has therefore referred this matter
to the revenue office, and to the office of the exchequer, that
they should give him a definition of what is meant by 'rliinors

* "Bergius'

Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 291.
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and 'WillYrovided children who may enjoy the privileges of the
clergy; this has always been understood to refer to the unmarried daughters of a clergyman, for whose support the
year of grace was granted by His 1\Iajesty; and also to a
clergyman's sons, if they were studying either in the schools
or at the universities, and required assistance to enable them
to make themselves serviceable to the state; but when the
sons of a clergyman were more than thirty years old, when
they had left their studies, and had entered upon a different
kind of life, they were never included among minors and
unprovided children. If, then, you are acquainted with
the two respective presidents, please talk with them, and tell
them that Ryclbeck above-named does not seem to have
any claim upon the privilege of the year of grace, and afterwards speak a word with Cederstrom, the Secretary of State,
and ask him to be so kind as to draw this matter to a close,
so that all concerned may know the ground on which they
stand, as the first of lVIay is rapidly approaching. It is said
that Ryclbeck has gone to Stockholm, to endeavour to obtain
a favourable sentence for himself; Cederbielke is his maternal
uncle.
In conclusion, I desire you to consider well, why you let
all chances of a good marriage slip away from you? :Major
Otter is engaged to be married to Tham's 97 eldest daughter;
now the younger, who is the best and prettiest, may be had
again; will you not take your measures accordingly? I am
inclined to think that Tham 97 would think well of it. I believe
that there are considerable means with each of his daughters,
so that you could not find a better match in the whole country.
1\Iuster up courage in God's name, and trust for success in
His gracious Providence; lenta 'remedict et longas deliberationes
non patitttr tempus, et periculwn in mora (i. e. time does not
admit of slow remedies and long deliberations, there is danger
in delay). \Vith kind remembrances from my wife, I remain,
most honoured and clear brother,
Your obedient servant,

J.
\V anga, lVIarch 18, 1729.

PNGE.

8\VEDENBORG TO BHI'l'.A.

BEH~1:. so:~

nladam,
'Vith regard to the goods conveyed, which I gave
in charge to Chamberlain Count Gyllenborg, 87 I am not
at all willing to take them back, and I neither ought nor
can do so; and as what I sent there from my own works
amounts to a total of 608 copper clalers in currency, and
144 skeppwnl, 18 pnnd, pig iron, I have always suspected, that
you would not give it up on closing up correctly and without
objections. If you really entertain such pretensions as your
letter intimates, where you demand that these assignments
should be accepted and paid for, it is well that I have taken
all necessary precaution in this matter; if, therefore, you
make such a demand by law, I shall give you an answer, and
meanwhile it is quite unnecessary for us to talk about it; I
will only tell you this much beforehand, that with such a
case you will lose more by going to law, than win.
nloreover it may he necessary to go into court with respect
to the considerable expenses in the building of the forge, and
also about the large amount of out-standing debts with which
we are charged, with several other things, inasmuch as I
cannot agree to several things which are entered into the
account; all of which will also have to be examined by law,
should we be unable to agree. I remain meanwhile, with esteem, madam,
Your dutiful servant,
EM. S WEDENBORG.
Stockholm, Dec. 23, 1729.

* The original of this letter is in the possession of the Rev. W. H.
Benaue, Pittsbmg, I>ennsylvania.
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BISHOP SWEDBERG TO HIS SON

E~IANUEL.

*

To Assessor E. SwEDE}."'EORG.
1\Iy dear son, Eman. Swedenborg,
1. I have 'Hitten to Assessor Benzelstierna, 8
that either you or he ought to go over to Upsal, and look
after my large stone house there, which must be repaired this
summer, or else it will go to ruin, and be beyond repairing.
2. I wish you would apply to the authorities for leave to
take out of Skepsholm a number of my psalm books. I wrote
about this to both Their :Majesties, and the Queen most
graciously answered me, that it shall be done. Talk with
Lady Dube t about it.
3. I have the spiritual exercises of my catechism in the
pre!ls. As you are a good Latin poet, I wish you would
"Tite a few verses for it. It is the book which was burnt
in the year 1712; two copies were, however, found in the
ashes, a little singed outside, but not as to their contents.
4. Send me a hundred copies of my portrait or picture,
which also escaped being burnt in the same conflagration;
and as you have written some clever verses upon it, I shall
let them be printed, and added to the picture. You may
send them with Consul Ahlstrom, 94 who is in Stockholm on
account of his works at Alingsas.
5. Send also Scriver's Gotthold, which is said to be trans- .
lated into Swedish.
• 6. I have written a copy of my biography for each of
my children. Write me also some verses for it. I think

* "Bergius'

Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, page 294.
in attendance on the
Queen, who was manied in 1734 to Skutenhjelm, the Councillor of Court.

t Probably Baroness Frederica Ulrica von Diiben,

Doc. 114.]
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Yery highly of your verses. :My dear wife desires to be
remembered to you. Remember me kindly to Assessor Benzelstierna.8 raze.
Your most obedient servant,

J.

SwEDBERG.

Brunsbo, April 10, 1730.

DOCUME1VT 114.
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UNGE TO SWEDENBORG.*

To Assessor E. SwEDE:NBORG.
l\lost honoured and dear brother,
You are probably aware that Brunsbo was
again reduced to ashes by a vehement conflagration between
the 18th and 19th of August, and the Bishop came very nea1·
being burnt himself.
The large wooden building together
with the stone house is destroyed, and everything it contained.
'rhe silver in the chest, as much as was in it, was saved, but
every thing out of it, for ordinary use, was lost. All our dear
father's printed works, the newly re-printed Catechism, all his
manuscripts, with the exception of one copy of the book of
sermons, aml one of the biography, and his entire remaining
library, are lying in ashes. This latter damage is almost greater
than the first. Three banknotes were saved, one for 900 dalers,
another for 1,060 dalers, and a third for 1,686 rix-dalers in
silver, if I remember rightly. I think there were four banknotes, but you probably know, as you collected the interest
last. Before brother Swab 66 left, the Bishop gave him a quittance for all he had cost him, which was considerable.
The printer, the rogue, had, against my advice and consent,
prevailed on the Bishop to reprint the Catechism, for which
he received a considerable sum, so that the Bishop is now in
"':'Bergius' Collection;' Stockholm, Y ol. XIV, p .. 293.
23
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debt to the diocese for 700 dalers in silver, and the book itself is in ashes.
With kind remembrances, I remain, my dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
J. UNGE. 5
Lidkoping, August 24, 1730.
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BISHOP SWEDBERG TO HIS SON EMANUEL.*
To Assessor E. SwEDENBORG.
My dear son,
I wrote to Their Majesties about getting a
few of my psalm books from Skepsholm. IJook after it. If
you get permission to take 10, take 50. Try. to find out
whether Their Majesties received recently my newly printed
Catechism, which I sent them by Henrich Kohlmater. Let
me know what happens at the Diet. I am writing to-clay
to Lanclmarshall Count Arvid Horn, t about some important
matters, which ought to be taken into consideration by the
Diet. Let me hear how they are received, and what is
resolved upon respecting them. My best remembrances. Be
commended to God. I remain,
Your loving father,
J. SwEDBERG.
Brunsbo, March 1, 1731.
P. S. My collection of sermons is now ready, and has passed
the censors. Will you invest in it? you 'vill gain a good
deal by it. Or perhaps some one else in Stockholm? Try to
find out, also, whether Their Majesties have received my
"America." Mine was burnt. The Queen must certainly have
received hers.

*
t

"Bergius' Collection," in Stoekholm, Vol. XIV, p. 296.
Concerning Count A. Horn, see Introduction to Document 172 and
likewise Note 1U4.
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1,o Assessor E. SWEDENBORG.
.l\Iost honoured and dear brother,
They are doing well at Brunsbo. lYioller is
now beginning to swindle the Bishop on a new account,
for he desires to print the collection of sermons which was
burnt. The Bishop has no money, and he owes from 500
to 600 dalers to the Cathedral, which :Moller received for
printing the Catechism last year . How will this end if he
begin printing in his poverty? I really believe that Moller
has bewitched the Bishop, as no man can prevail upon him
to have nothing to do with this swindler. No one is allowed
to see their accounts, but dear father enters it all in his
book. Some days ago we made a computation, but how
much it really amounts to or how much l\Ioller has received,
no one knows. I was told for certain that he received
last year 1500 dalers in silver merely for the Catechism.
'\Vhat will this lead to? The Bishop plunges himself more
and more into debt. He is now writing daily with great
industry at the two other volumes of the collection of sermons~
which was burnt; but you can imagine what they will be in
his old age, and without any help from his library. \Vith
kind remembrances from my wife, I remain, most honoured
and dear brother,
Your obedient servant,
~T. UNGE. 5
[Lidkc>ping, 1731 ].

* "Bergius'

Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIY., p. 2!15.
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HENKEL, THE COUNCILLOR OF MINES, TO
SWEDENBORG.*
To Assessor E.
Sir,

SwEDF.NBORG.

I rejoice in the honour of having made your
acquaintance; and this so much the more, because I have
long desired to make it, on account of your great merits,
which your fellow-countrymen who have honoured me with
their visits have testified to. You would oblige me infinitely, if,
in accordance with your offer, you would kindly assist me with
some observations in respect to the mineralogy of your country,
because I shall need them very much in a real mineralogical
dictionary which I am preparing, and which is an enterprise
as difficult as it is important. Mr. Hekel, t an honest man,
understands his business; you will therefore, have patience
with him, if he does not accomplish what he has promised, in
the desired time. I assure you, that no booksellers exist
at the present time among us who will not try to perform their
contract. As for myself I shall never fail to do every thing
for it I can. With all due consideration, I am, Sir,
Your most humble and obedient servant1

J. F.

HENKEL. 98

Freyberg, November 21, 1732.
P. S. I have changed my place of abode, and will be for
the future stationed at Freyberg, where His :Majesty the King
has placed me in the capacity of Councillor of Mines.

*

"Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 284.
Friedrich Hekel, a printer of Leipzig and Dresden, who published
Swedenborg's u Opem Philosophica et Minemlia," and his u Prodomus de
Injinito," in 1734.

t
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LECTOR SP ARSCHUH TO CARL JESPER
BENZELIUS. *
This week we were visited by the most
noble assessors of the College of Mines, your paternal uncle,
1\Ir. Lars Benzelstjerna, with his most noble wife, and
your maternal uncle, 1\fr. Em. Sweclenborg. The former
departed yesterday for Stockholm; but the latter directed
his journey to Germany, in order to see through the press a
work written by himself. May God lead him and bring him
back again!
Liukoping, l\Iay 19, 1733.

* This letter is contained in the correspondence of Dr. Carl J esper
Benzelius,99 Professor at Lund, which is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linkoping.

DOCUMENT 119.

JACOB FORSKAL TO SWEDENBORG. *
To Assessor E. SwEDE}."'EORG•
.1\lost noble Assessor,
Promoter of learning, most worthy of honour,
I am compelled by necessity to overcome my
timidity, and address to you these lines, which are barbarous,
rather than Latin. You will please to overlook their defects. I
appear as a captive in a doubtful victory, in daring to molest you,
a man of many sciences, with these lines. I, who have not
yet quite rubbed off the rudiments of Latinity acquired in the
elementary schools, and who, from straitened domestic circumstances and the storms I have passed through, was unable
to be within the walls of a university, would not have dared
to molest you, if necessity had not compelled me. For I have
heard, most noble Sir, that you have in the press some helps
in metallurgy in the Latin language. I beseech, and most
humbly beg of you, that you will let me have a copy of this
work, for which I will send you the amount of its cost.
:Meanwhile, I thank the High and Most blessed God, from
the depth of my heart, that by His blessing He has made
our country worthy of such a genius, so that I also, who am
sweating in the dust, may be able to derive the necessary light
from your work, most noble and celebrated Sir, and master
of many sciences, to enlighten my darkness. For I long to
have some clear insight into metallurgy .
.1\fost noble Sir, hearken to me, and favour me with a copy
of your work, for which I will pay you. To continue my
humble thanks even to the time of my death, is the vow of,
most noble assessor,
Your humble servant,
JACOB

FoRsK~L.

Ironworks Koskis [in Finland], Aug. 27, 1734.

*

"Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 285.
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1\IAGISTER UNGE TO SvVEDENBORG.*
'l1 o Assessor E. SwEDENBORG.
l\Iost honoured and dear brother,
Your last letter seems to put it beyond n.
doubt that you will come down to the funeral. t The old
atheist, Chamberlain Eric Sparre, t who lived in Ryholm,
has also recently deceased. He was a regular Lucian,
and, if possible, worse than Lucian. Besides many other disciples of atheism, he had a fellow religionist even at Upsalour age seems almost in decay. It is said that on his deathbed he discovered that the light he had followed in his
principles was a seductive, hidden fire, and in itself the
thick darkness of hell. He is said to have repented very sincerely, and to have condemned it, and done penance for it,
and also to have IJrepared himself in a Christian fashion for
a blessed end. I trust that this may have been so. \Vith
many kind remembrances from my wife, I remain, most
honoured and dear brother,
Your most obedient servant,
J. UNGE. 5
Lidkoping, Janu~ry 17, 1736.

*

"Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm Vol. XlV, p. 297.
Among the letters, etc. from Their Royall\Iajesties, of the years 1731),
1737, p. 99, in the College of Mines in Stockholm, there is a document in
which the King grants leave of absence to Assessors Swedenborg and
Benzelstierna for three or four weeks, to go to \V estergothland to attend
the funeral of Bishop Swedberg. That document is dateu Jan. 13, 173ti.
From the minutes of the College it appears that the funeral of the Bishop
was to take place on the 2!:Jth of January; yet the Bishop died as early as
the 2oth of July, 1735. See the letter in which the widow announces his
decease to Ericus Benzelius, which is dated Brunsbo, July 27, 1735, and
which is among Bishop Benzelius' letters at Linkoping, Vol. XIV, No.l14.
Baron Eric Sparre, chamherlain of the Dowager- Queen Hed·wig
Eleonora; he was born in 1660, and died in 1736. See "Anrep:" Vol. IV,
1:'· 40.

t

*
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MAGISTER UNGE TO SWEDENBORG. *
To Assessor E. SWEDENBORG.
Most honoured and dear brother,
As much as I was pleased with your former
letter, in which you wrote me that your journey abroad was
given up, so much the more disappointed was I at your last
letter, in which you say the French journey is again determined upon. Remember me kindly to brother Benzelstierna, 8
whom I will not answer this time, as he wishes to have some
particulars respecting the earthquake that took place here.
There is another thing which happened to a man here, who
some years ago, while he was young, in the course of half
an hour got a beard which was so long that it reached down
to his waistband, and he would no doubt have kept this long
beard, if he had not been too young to run about with it.
The man is still living; he is now over seventy years old.
This was done through sorcery or rather by the evil one himself. I will send an account of this to brother Benzelstierna,
together with the former.
Your most obedient servant,

J.

UNGE.

Lidkoping, April 24, 17 36.

* "Bergius'

Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 297,
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ERIOUS BENZELIUS TO CHRISTOPHER WOLF. 100*
l\fost reverend and learned Sir,
* * * * From my boyhood I was seized
with such a zeal for collecting letters of learned men, that
even now I refresh my mind in reading them. l\1y little
l\Iuseum consists of only twenty volumes. I will tell you
very soon, in what manner I desire to dispose of them; but
I am importuned now by my very best relative, Emanuel
Swedenborg, who brings this letter, and who is the author
of most distinguished works in mineralogy, which, as you are
probably aware, have been published, in three folio volumes
at Leipzig, etc. Farewell.
Yours most respectfully)
E. BENZELIUS.
Linkoping, July 13, 1736.

* This served as a letter of introduction for Swedenborg, and was delivered by him in Hamburg to Christopher 'V olf, too one of the leading
clergymen of that town. It is now preserved among the letters of
Christopher Wolf, in the town-library of Hamburg, where it was found
by the editor in 1868.
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CHRISTOPHER WOLF 100 TO E. BENZELIUS.*
I received recently your most welcome letter,
which was handed to me by your relative, the most noble
Swedenborg, who was known to me by name already. I value
his most celebrated work in mineralogy so much the more, because in the present age scarcely any one can be compared
with this most excellent and clear-headed man in this department.
September 1, 1736.
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LARS BENZELSTJERNA8 TO SWEDENBORG.t
To Assessor E. SwEDENBORG.
Most honoured and dear brother,
I, as well as all your friends and relatives, reJOICe most heartily at your being in good health, and at having
arrived safely again in Paris, of which your last welcome letter
of May 14 assures us. You are quite right in supposing
that things have changed here considerably since your departure. In our sphere, in the Royal College of l\ilines, things
are in statu quo, i. e. they have not changed since President
Ribbing's 101 death brought us for president Baron Ralamb; 102

* This letter is found in the "Benzelius' Collection" ofletters, Vol. XIV,
No. 188, at Linkoping.
t "Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 298.
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only Leyell, 103 the Councillor of l\Iines, has had a hard time
of it, and has been unable to attend our sessions for 17 or 18
months on account of a severe affiiction, the stone and cramps.
But in the Royal Senate, and in the Royal Court of Chancery,
a complete sweep has taken place. His Excellency Count
Horn104 was the first who retired at his own request with his
full salary and money for rations. Afterwards their Excellencies Bonde, Bielke, Bark, Hard, and Creutz retired each
with an annual pension of 4,000 dalm·s in silver. The Court
Chancellor von Kocken and. the Councillor of Chancery N eres 105
have also retired. The cause of all this I do not know, inasmuch as I was a member of the secret committee, and thus
could not know anything about it. In consequence of this
change and. of former vacancies there were called into the Council
of State :Messrs. Lowen, Akerhielm, Acllerfelt, Nonlenstdihle,
Cederstrom, Roos, \V ran gel, Sparre, Posse, and. Ehrenpreus.
His Excellency Count Gyllenborg 70 is President of the Court
of Chancery and of the Council of State, Acllerfelt is Councillor of Chancery, and Secretary of State Geuda is CourtChancellor. 1\Ir. Falcker became Secretary of State after
the late 1\Ir. Carlsson, and .1\'Ir. Boneauskold after Councillor of State Cederstrom. Count Carl Bielke is Presid.ent
of the Revenue-office (Stats Contviret) after the late Baron
:Feiff. 106
In private matters I have to relate that the widow of
Bishop Swedberg* has recently deceased. Otherwise your
brothers and sisters, my dear wife, and my children are all
doing well, anu they desire to be most kindly remembered
to you. Lars Benzelstierna 10 is now J\Iaster of Arts, and.
has several times stood his trial in preaching; he is staying
at present at Lund.
I remain, most honoured and clear brother,
Your obedient servant,
LARS BENZELSTIERXA.

Stockholm, June 26, 1739.

* The

Bishop's third wife, see Document 15.
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LARS BENZELSTJERNA8 TO SWEDENBORG. *
To Assessor E. SwEDE}.TBORG,
Your last honoured letter was received last
November, and sometime afterwards the table of which you
had spoken 37 arrived. I had to use sundry expedients in the
College of Commerce and the Committee on Customs to get
it out of the Custom-house; for it was looked upon as contraband and subject to confiscation, but it nevertheless got
through purgatory. Many of your friends of both sexes paid
a visit to it in the College of 1\tfines, where the table is
placed, and they examined the beautiful work with surprise
and pleasure. The Court-Intendant, Horleman, 96 is the cause
of my answering your letter so late, and only after receiving
your second letter of the 16th inst; for this same CourtIntendant has been so busy, that I had to wait for a definite
answer from him. He finds the work very well done, and
he and also young Cronstedtt maintain that they have seen
this kind of work abroad, and that it is an artificial compound. The above mentioned Court-Intendant does not think
that there is any chance of the master of tlus art obtaining
employment in this country, inasmuch as the building funds
of the Royal Castle cannot be counted upon for such an
object; and although there may be some who would fancy
such a curious work, still the taste for art in 1696 [?] does not
warrant the expectation that it would find many purchasers
now.
Your most faithful servant,
LARS BENZELSTIERNA.

Stockholm, February 22, 1740.

*
t

"Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm, Vol. XIV, p. 286.
Probably Axel Frederic Cronstedt, see Note 107.
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JESPER SWEDENBORG62 TO ERICUS BENZELIUS. 6
1\Iost reverend Doctor and Bishop,
1\Iost honoured and dear brother,
· Since you have always been favourably inclined
towards me, I am so much the more assured that you will
not receive my letter unfavourahly; for I am compelled by
necessity to address you. I have written many times to brother
Lars Benzelstierna 8 about the moneys that have been received
for the large stone house, but I am unable to have justice
done me in Stockholm, inasmuch as I have never bad a
word in reply. If he say that he bas not received my letter,
or that it has been lost at the post-office, neither can possibly
be the case, because I have in truth written him at least
thirty letters, and have received no answer to any of them, which
appears to me very surprising. I, therefore, entreat you most
humbly for the sake of justice to write to brother Lars Benzelstierna, 8 and endeavour to prevail upon him to be so good
as to hand over to me the money he hU~S had in his possession
for a long time, and to pay me the following sums, 'vhich
I know [belong to me].
I have been informed that be has paid 3,000 pwul [?] of
the money for the large stone house to the widow of the
Bishop; two-sevenths of that purchase money I am entitled to.
I have, therefore, to receive for my share 500 pwul [?] more
than the other brothers and sisters. In addition to this,
brother Lars Benzelstierna has to pay me brother Emanuel's
money for Barby; for which he has to pay the Bishop's wi<low,
as well as myself. ~rhe next is the 8,500 pzuul f!·om Schultz,
out of which I received 1,600 pwul after the Bishop's widow
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received hers, but I have not received my second seventh of
the remaining stock; of this there are still 233 pund due to
me; now I know that Schultz has paid all correctly. Besides,
for house rent, which brother Benzelstierna collected before
I came to Upsal, and which was paid to Werner's 67 widow
for the hymn book; under this head I am short of what my
other brothers and sisters have received, by 116 1Jund. All
these I have not received, amounting in all to 894 puml,
which belong to me simply from the proceeds of the large
stone house above-named, and which brother Benzelstjerna
has long ago received. I have to pay heavy interest on
borrowed money, while others enjoy my money. Please be a
good friend to me, and beg him to pay me, and let me have
a correct account of the whole amount. I do not understand
llow I can be unworthy of receiving any answer to all those
letters which I have written to him, and the number of which
it would be hard to ascertain. As I have no one but you to
whom I can apply, I therefore beg you to see that justice is done
me, which may be effected by your writing a serious letter to
him. How it is with the little stone house, I do not yet know,
I have no knowledge whether brother Emanuel is still alive,
or whether he is dead. With many kind remembrances to
you and sister Anna from my wife and myself, I remain
forever, most honoured and dear brother,
Your humble servant,
J ESP. SwEDENBORG. 52
Swedendahl, October 2u, 1 740.

DOCU1llE1VT 127.

EXTRACT FROl\I A LETTER OF E. BENZELJlTS
~ro HIS··SON CHARLES JESPER BENZELIUS99
L_~ STOCI\:HOL~I. *
Visit your uncle Emanuel Sweclenborg as often
as possible, but at such hours as he may himself appoint; for
he is not always at leisure, and is most economical with
his time.
Linkoping, October 25, 1740.

DOCU1lfE1VT 128.

SWEDENBORG T O - - - - t .
1\!ost honoured Sir,
I had the honour to receive from you another
letter, from which I saw that you were pleased with meditating upon the causes of the change of colour in metals. As
I am always willing to furnish whatever may serve this object,
I appeal therefore to my former [letter], especially as this
depends chiefly upon the experiments themselves, and upon all
the circumstances by which they are necessarily attended, all
of which must be taken into consideration, before a statement
can be made about their cause. For in order that anything
may be judged a ]Josteriori, and a priori, such data must be
given, as may enable one in the end to arrive at the cause;

* This letter is contained in the Correspondence of Doctor Carl J csper
13('nzelius,99 vrofessor at Lund, which is preserved in the CatheJral-liLrary
at Linkoping.
t "Bergius' Collection," in Stockholm Vol. XIV, p. 299.
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because one and the same phenomenon cannot only be
produced in a great many ways, but one thing may be apparently like another, although in itself it is entirely different.
In this case, therefore, the same rules must be observed as
in the algebraical analyses, where one must have such propositions or data as will enable one to conclude in respect to
those that are sought after. The change of colour does not
furnish me any datum at all, inasmuch as this may be 1)roduced
in a hundred different ways, and the particles also may be
similarly circumstanced in respect to form, position, pellucidity, etc.; and yet entirely different in one case from what
it is in another. Without noticing the experiments recorded
in books, and which may be studied there, I will only mention
two instances known to myself, which may usefully receive
your consideration. Councillor of Commerce Polhem, 14 about
thirty years ago, made an experiment in Fahlun with mercury
and sulphur, which he mixed, and introduced into a strong
iron globe, and then laid, or probably immured in a blastfurnace, where it was exposed to a pretty strong heat; when
the mixture was taken out, it had a golden colour, but it was
in powder, and could not he made into a solid mass. The
late Councillor of ~fines Lyhecker 108 [died 1714] was present
at this experiment. With regard to the second experiment,
about making gold white, I wish to state that when Brunsbo
was burnt down in 1712, there was an iron-chest, in which
were ducats; among these were some, where t or t portion
of the surface upon one side became as white as silver. These
I handled myself, and the true gold colour could not be restored
to them by glowing. As I did not trouble myself very much
at that time with chemistry, I did not make any other experiments with them. This I wish to communicate to you, that
you may think about it; inasmuch as it concerns such things
as are unknown to chemistry. I remain with all esteem,
Your most obedient servant,
EM.

SwEDENBORG.

[Written from 1741-1743; for 30 years after Councillor
Lybecker's death would be 1744; he was made Cow1cillor of
l\lines in 1713.]
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S\Y.EDE:NBORG TO COUNCILLOR -----*
Well-born Councillor of Chancery,
Dear brother,
I heard from Professor Oelreich 109 that you
had perused the two small treatises on the "'Vorship and Love
of God," and were pleased with them; I, therefore, take the
honour to send you two larger treatises, but on a different
subject, viz. "On the Heart, etc.," which you will perhaps
examine in some of your leisure hours; inasmuch as in them
the intellectual mind and the soul are here and there treated
of. The copies which I have of this work are freely at the
service of those who possess understanding, and are interested
in such subjects.
I remain, dear brother, most respectfully
Your most obedient servant,
EM.

SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, September 16, 17 45.

* The original of this letter is preserved in the Royal Library in
Stockholm.
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SECTION IV.
DOCUMENTS CONCERNING
SWEDENBORG'S PRIVATE PROPERTY.

DOCUJ.llE1VT 130.

SvYEDENBORG AS J\11NE-OvVNER IN
SI(INSI(ArrTEBERG.
[In the year 1679 died Assessor Albrecht Behm, who had a
son and five daughters, one of whom was the mother of
Emanuel Sweclenborg.
(See Document 9, p. 87.)
In the
year 1693 his estate was divided among his heirs, and the
children of Bishop Swedberg received as a l)Ortion of their
inheritance the larger share in some iron-works at Skinskatteherg in 'Vestmanland. This share was valued in 1718
at 32,000 dalers in copper. (See Document 78.) In October,
1718 (see Document 82 ), Swedenborg wrote to Ericus Benzelius, that Bishop Swedberg had presented his share in the
mining property to his children. Finally, Emanuel Swedenborg
and Prof. Olof Rudbeck 49 the younger, who had married one
of Swedenhorg's cousins, (see Document 9, p. 85) became the
sole owners of the property, as appears from the following
entry in the archives of the College of J\Iines, which was
communicated to the editor in the year 1870 by Prof.
A. E. N. Nordenskold, of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.]
Schillon, Skinskatteherg.
:Managers: Erland Cameen and Ludwig v. Hagen.
EMANUEr. SwEDENDORG AND H.unnECK.
Iron-furnace and forge.
[This is the trade-mark of Swedenborg's
mining property at Skiuskatteberg.]

DOCU1l!E.:YT 131.

BISHOP JESPER TO HIS SON JESPER. 90
[On 1\Iarch 3, 1720, died the second wife of
Bishop Swedberg, Sara Bergia, daughter of the Dean And.
B. Bergius, at N orrberke, Dalecarlia. She was sole owner
of the Starbo 68 iron-work in the parish of N orrberke, which
she left to Emanuel Swedenborg. At first she had intended
him to be her sole heir, but on the representation of the
Bishop she consented that the other children should have
an equal share; she insisted, however, that her son Emanuel
should remain the sole owner of the works, and that he
should pay the other children their share in money. All
this appears from the following letter, which was written by
Bishop Swedberg to his son J esper, 52 who was at the time
in America. The division of the property of Sara Bergia must
have taken place some time in the winter of 1720, as, by the
funds accruing from this inheritance, Swedenborg was enabled
to make his journey abroad in 1721, and to print sundry
books there. The Swedish original of the following letter is
in the Bergius Collection of letters in the Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm, Vol. XVI., p. 288, and according to a
statement of Bengt Bergius, it was copied by him from the
original letter.]
My dear son J esper Swedberg,
I forgot to inform you about the will of my
late wife. She had always said, even while she was in good
health, that after her death Emanuel should have her property at Starbo. 68 I reminded her of this when I found that
she was about to die, when she repeated the statement.
But I begged her not to exclude the other children. When
she said, they may have equal shares, but Emanuel shall
· have Starbo alone, and he shall pay out the others. On
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your account, I made out a written declaratign for him.
You may thank the good Lord for such a handsome sum of
money. If I had chosen, I, and not my children, should have
inherited her property according to law. But my best intentions are for my children. I, even in addition, paid to the
claimants 6000 dalers, and more hesides, which has been
asked for-of this Emanuel will be able to tell you. All this
sum not I, but you, ought to have paid. But I am a father,
and you are my children, and I always have your interest at
heart. Let me see now, that you agree well among yourselves, as brothers; and as a reward for my overflowing kindness let me not hear of any discord. Look to it that you get
on well out there. ~rhere would be no use in your being
here, for you would spend your time uselessly. You write
a good hand; you are good at figures. You are, thank God~
unmarried. Try to get a good wife; and a good dowry with
her. Ask God to direct you in his own good ways. I commend
you to God, and remain
Your loving Father,

J.

SwEJJBEIW.

Brunsbo, April 20, 1724.
P. S. All send their love to thee. 1\Iy book will appear
shortly; within three weeks. If you are willing that the other
hook, on the forgiveness of sinners, should be printed at your
expense, I will dedicate it to you. Give me a definite answer.

DOCUIIIE1VT 132.

SWEDENBORG'S LAW-SUITS.*
During E. Swedenborg's absence on the continent in 1721
or 1722, died Captain-lieutenant Albrecht De Behm (see
Document 9, p. 87), the only brother of Emanuel's mother,
Sara Behm.
Captain De Behm had served with distinction in the French army, and on his return to Sweden
in 1693 he was ennobled by the king; in 1695 he became
captain-lieutenant in the Swedish army, but soon resigned
his commission an account of ill health and melancholy. His
property, which consisted of two iron-works in Gefle-lan, was
administered during his life-time by his sister, Brita Behm, 50
widow of Prof. J ohan Swede, of Upsal. Her administration
of this property is very much praised by Bishop Swedberg,
in his letters to J ohan Rosenacller, 51 the Councillor of Chancery,
son-in-law of Brita Behm (See Documents 21 and 23). In
April 1722, after the death of De Behm, a meeting was held by
his heirs for the purpose of dividing their inheritance, but on
account of some claims which were made against her by some
of the heirs, Brita Behm resisted the division of the inheritance, and she refused to give up her trust, until these claims
should be withdrawn. Recourse was had by the remaining
heirs, among whom was E. Swedenborg, to the Court of
Appeals, and by this it was ruled, that the division of the
inheritance should be proceeded with at once. The final result
was, that E. Swedenborg purchased the shares of some of
the heirs in the iron furnace at Axmar in Gefle-lan, so that
he and Brita Behm became the joint owners of the property:
Brita Behm o·wning four-fifths, and Swedenborg one-fifth.
The acts of the lawsuit were kindly communicated to the
editor during his stay in Stockholm in 1870, by Secretary S. Bergstrom, who was examining at the time the early Acts of the
Court of Appeal (Hofratten), with a view to their better ar-

* Abstract from the records of the Court of Appeals (Hoft·iitten) at
Stockholm, prepared by tlie editor.
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rangement. A copy of these acts was made under his superintendence, and collated by Secretary Bergstrom; and the
above is a concise history of the suit, as contained in them.
As, however, they throw light only on the character of
Sweden borg's maternal aunt, Brita Behm, 50 and not on his
own, it is not worth while to dwell upon them at greater length.
The above suit was terminated some time during the month
of August, 1 i22, since, in a letter dated August 7, 1722,
Bishop Swedherg makes the following remarks respecting it
to J ohan Rosenadler: 51 Emanuel gives me hope that those
concerned will soon agree in the division of the inheritance.
)fay God grant it! (See Docnment 27.)
The following letter, which was communicated to the editor
in 1870 by the late l\fadame Ehrenborg 110 of Linkoping, and
which was addressed by Swedenhorg to his banker in Amsterdam, shows that he was at the time "negotiating for some
mining interest," which "mining interest" was no other than
a share in the iron-works at Axmar, which belonged to
the estate of his late uncle, and four-fifths of which came into
the possession of Brita Behm. Sweclenborg had also negotiated
with the same banker for the money by which he came into
the possession of the iron-works at Starbo, in 1721.

S\VEDE~BORG

'rO HIS

BA~KER.*

l\Iost honoured Sir,
Yesterday I had the honour to receive your
last letter, and I thank you for the trouble you have taken
about the trunk; if it is not too late, I would ask the favour
of your sending it by some ship coming here. The bill of
exchange, which you sent for 300 1nmd, Dutch Currency,
I have caused to be accepted, anJ I take it for the present
on account, and hope it will be honoured at the proper
time, of which I will give you notice. I should like very
much if you would let me lmve a short account of all I have

* Swedenborg's• banker in Amstertlam. A copy of this letter was received by the editor from MaJame Ehrcnborg of Linkuving.
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received from you, and of what you have received from me
in return, that I may by means of it arrange my debit and
credit a little; although I know pretty well how much it is.
I hope that everything regarding the balance o f - - has been settled, in which matter you obliged me exceedingly.
About New Year's time I shall want some more, as I am
negotiating for some mining interest; I am quite willing to pay
six per cent for the rest, if you will let me have it in time;
I much prefer to ask you to furnish me with the money
than any one else, as for instance - - or von Fitzeu. Just
think, the little bill of exchange of 'Hofman's for 30 pounds,
Dutch Currency, is not yet paid. There are stiJl due upon
it SO tlalers in copper, about 25 guilders.
's
servant has been there some hundreds of times; at last he
received a ducat and some small coins, but the rest he has
been unable to get, and he has since failed twice, so that
25 per cent has now to be deducted from the former bill of
exchange. Vice-President Liliecreutz has received correctly
25 ducats, for which I have his receipt. \Vill you be so
kind as to send some one to Osterwick, the bookseller, upon
the--, and ask him what he has sold of my printed matters,
and as soon as I know the amount, I will give you an order
for it. I have published here something concerning our
Swedish currency,* in which I give the reason why it ought
not to be lowered; it has caused quite a stir here.
\Vith kind regards to
and family, I remain with
all--El\IAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, November 7, 1722.
Swedenhorg's share in the mining-works of Axmar was
anything but a source of comfort and satisfaction to him: as,
in the :first place, the furnace had been destroyed by the
Hussiaus, who had effected a lauding in Gestrickeland in
1721, and before the lucrative operations of smelting could
be resumed, it had to be re-built at the joint expense of

* "Ofurgripelige Tanckar om Svenska 1\Iyntets fi:irneclring och forhogning"
(Frank Yiews on the Rise and Fall in the Swedish Currency), Stockholm, 1722.
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himself and Brita Belnu. * And, in the second place, Brita
Behm, 50 and her son-in-law, J ohan Rosenadler, 51 the Councillor of Chancery, probably exasperated against the heirs of
De Behm, on account of their appeal to the courts of justice
to ensure an immediate division of De Behm's property, did
every thing in their power to worry and disgust Emanuel
~wedenhorg, who was one of the heirs. This they did by
encouraging the manager of their interests at the works to
annoy the manager of Swedenborg's interests, and finally by
denying to Swedenborg the right of a joint use of the furnace
with themseh·es. To protect himself against the aggression
of Brita Behm, Swedeuborg was compelled to bring his case
before the College of :l\Iines, and to have it adjusted there.
This case engaged the attention of the College from Nov. 9,
1724 to l\Iarch 1, 1725, when it was decided in favour of
Swedenborg. The acts of this law-suit were discovered by
the editor in the archives of the College of l\Iines in 1869,
and carefully copied under his superintendence. The inter·
esting portions in these acts are the charges and countercharges which were respectively written by Brita Belnn and
Emanuel Swedenborg. ~J.lhe former based all the grounds of
l1er action on the incompatibility of the temper of Swedenborg's
manager, Lindholnn, which made it impossible for her manager,
"\Vahlstrum, to associate with him. Swedenborg, hmvever,
showeLl in his answer to Brita's paper that she entirely lost
sight of the point at issue, viz. that he had the right of a
joint use of the furnace with herself, of which right she sought
to deprive him, by inveighing against the private character of
his manager. As it is deemed unnecessary and undesirable
to place on permanent record a dispute on such a comparatively trifling matter, we refrain from reproducing either
Swedenborg's or Brita Behm's papers, limiting ourselves to a
general statement of the nature of the case.
Another difficulty 1Jetween Swedenborg and Brita Behm
arose at the division of the mining estate, of which Swedenborg owneu one-fifth, and Brita Behm four-fifths: The bulk of
the estate had been divideu to their mutual satisfaction, when

* See

Document 112.
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a difficulty arose as to the division of the dwelling-house belonging to the furnace, of which Swedenborg was entitled to
one-fifth and Brita Behm to four-fifths. The law-court, under
the superintendence of which the division of the estate had
been carried out, had decided that the dwelling rooms could
not be divided into five parts; moreover the law-court had
decided that the division of the lands belonging to the furnace property, and not to the estate in general, was beyond
its jurisdiction, and belonged to the mining authorities of the
province. Against this ruling of the lower court Brita appealed to the Court of Appeals (Sweet Hofrtitten), in Stockholm, by which the decision of the lower court was reversed, and the application of Brita Behm was granted, according to which the further division of the property was
to be entrusted to the law-court in the neighbourhood.
Against this ruling Swedenborg protested, because, he said,
the costs of the division would be thereby enhanced; he
also protested against being charged with the payment of the
costs of the case, because, as he said, he could not be held
responsible for a false ruling of the lower court, as it was
immaterial to him which way the decision of that court went.
His protest was however ineffectual. Against the ruling of
the Court of Appeals which seemed unjust to him, Sweclenborg
had recourse to the King himself, but as this was not clone
within the time prescribed by law, the decision of the Court
of Appeals took effect.
By the ruling of the neighbouring law-court of Soderahla
in Helsingland, by which all matters connected with the final
division of the estate were decided, Swedenborg was obliged
to pay 484 dalers in copper for the rent of the premises
occupied by his manager, from the autumn of 1724 to Dec. 1,
1727, and 456 dalers in copper for costs.
The acts of this lawsuit were likewise discovered by Secretary S. Bergstrom, during his re-arrangement of the acts belonging to cases decided by the Court of Appeals in Stockholm.
They were kindly communicated by him to the editor, and
carefully copied under his superintendence. As, however, these
acts and the lawsuit to which they belong have no intrinsic
value, and are only worthy of notice from their being connected
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with the name of Swedenborg, we refrain from publishing
them at large. Still some of the papers throw light on the
nature of the work with which Swedenlwrg was entrusted
at the College of l\lines, and they enable us to determine his
whereabouts during a portion of the time between 1725 and
1727. All such portions of these acts were carefully extracted,
nnd they mny be found in the following section which, treats of
"Swedenborg's official life in the College of 1\lines from 1717
to 1747."
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BISHOP ERICUS BENZELIUS 6 TO HIS SON
CH.._~RLES JESPER. 99
Hanel to your uncle Assessor Swedenborg 256
dalers in copper, which is a part of the sum paid by l\lomme
for the hymn book, with notes. Send me the receipt.
Linkoping, l\fay 23, 1742.
(The same order is repeated by Bishop Benzelius to his
son in a letter dated Linkoping, l\lay 31, 17 42.)

* This letter is contained in the Correspondence of Doctor Car] J esper
Benzelius, professor at Lund, which is preserved in the Cathedral-library
at Linkoping.
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J\IONEYS RECEIVED BY E. S\VEDENBORG
DURil'G THE YEARS 17 43 A~D 17 44. *
From Hultman 111 through :Messrs. Anthon and J ohan
Grill, 11 and upon Peter Hultman's account from J ohan Spieker
in London:
Jan. 20, 1744. Received by a bill of exchange
upon Balair at the Hague
500 florins.
(exchange quoted at 42~ to f).
For contribution
640 dalers.
327
For the estate of Celsing
l\Iay 30, 1744. Taken out in London £15 15
684
(at 43t)
July 23, 1744. Received on account from Joh.
2715
Spieker £60 .
rrotal amount ~-6Muillman & Sons, n. 13 through Frantz Jennings: 114
Sept. -/3 1743. Taken out .
500 florins.
do.
500
Nov. 12, ,
Dec. 21, 17 44. Received from :Mr. ~Iackei in
2760
London £60 (at 46 <-lalers per pound)

* This account is contained in Swedenborg's memorandum-hook of the
years 1743 and 1744, pp. 104-107, which is preserved in the Royal Library
in Stockholm. In the same pocket or memorandum-book there is also coutained an account of the journeys which Swedenborg made in 1743, and of
the dreams which he had in 1744. The contents of this memorandum-book
were published by the Librarian G. E. Klemming in the year 1859 in a
book, entitled: "Svedenborg's Dr()mmar" (Swedenborg's Dreams). A more
minute account of this book will 1Je given in Section VIII under the head
of "Swedenborg's Journals and Diaries from 1733 to 1744."

EXTR.ACTR FRO:\I S\VEDENllORG'S CO:\L\lONI>L.AGE llOUl{* FOit THE YEARS 1747 .AND 1748.
A . .Jlemorwulwn of business letters, 1dtich u·e1·e to be u;ritten
by Szcedenborg, at tl1e beginning of the yea-r 17 48:
To write to Hultman. 111
An order upon Broman. 113
Letter to the bank commissioner.
About the fire in the pavilion.
Letter to
with order upon Benzelstjerna. 8
Letter to Benzelstjerna 8 with statement of account, and a
copy of the former letter; explanation of the order. He
is to he asked whether he does not agree that they
shoultl he paid OlJt of my funds in the hands o f - - Letter to Broman. 113
B. Fh·st llraugllts of some of the above b1tsiness letters; To
Hultnwn. 111
Ry the last post I received your letter, with statement of
account for the year 1747, together with a draft for the
balance of 180 rix-dalers, Dutch Currency. \Vith respect to the
statement of account, it is r1uite correct; likewise the draft,
which was endorsed at once. I thank you for your despatch. I
enclose a letter which you will please forwanl to its address,
post-paid; and in case there be an answer to it you will please
"' This volume is Codex fi of the Swedcuhorg 1\ISS. in the Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm. This volume had previously Lecn used as an Index
of .Bil,le passages and correspondences from the Prophet Isaiah all<l Genesis;
but its contents, after having Leen transferred to Uodex 4, were crossetl
out Ly Swedenborg, and the volume was afterwards used lJy him as a
commonplace Look. N. ll. The lu<.lex of Genesis is not crossed out.
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send it to me, Care of Messrs. Grill. 112 While I think of it,
you will please not to have any fire made in the stove of
the pavilion, as the chimney in the loft is open below,
that no sparks may fly out and set fire to my papers that
are in the loft, where I have stored them and other things.
Further, it does not seem necessary that a fire should be
made there.
I enclose an order on Broman, 113 the :Master of Ceremonies,
for 600 dalers, which you will please to collect.
C. To the Bookkeeper in the Bank.
Before my departure my account was examined, and
although I have not written out any cheques since, I nevertheless send it over to be examined again. After examining
it you will please enclose it in an envelope and seal it, and
give it to the merchant, Peter Hultman, who will iorwarcl it
to me. You will please to seal the envelope securely, so
that no one may see my account.
D. To Benzelstjerna, 8
Since my departure I have not written to you, because
there was no occasion for it, but now~
E. To Broman, 113
As the interest upon the capital ,of 10,000 clalers, to
Jan. 31, 1748, is now clue, you will pleaseThe well-born Master of Ceremonies, Carl Broman, will
please pay to Mr. Peter Hultman 111 six hundred clalers in
copper, which is the interest on my capital in your hands, from
Jan. 31, 1747, to Jan. 31, 1748; for which please to receive
my receipt.
F. ]femoranda, and list of articles which Sweclenborg was to
provide for l1is journey in 17 48. *
To see what is wanted,
linen socks,
muffler,
my documents,
to take the Ex[positionem] Sp[iritualem] (the Spiritual Explanation),t and to lay it on the top.

* These
t

memoran<1a are all crossed out in the commonplace book.
Probably the .1\I~S. of the Arcana Cc:elestia.

Doc. 13G.]

l.IEJIORANDUJI OF THE YEAR 1748.

to buy strings,
to put in my most important books,
to buy snuff,
to take tea,
to take my penknife,
to take some pens,
to take shirts,
to take neckties,
to take handkerchiefs,
my night cap,
my dressing gown.
The Hebrew Lexicon,
two memorandum books,
the little memorandum book,
my small books.
.1\Ioney,
socks,
my silk cloth,
two papers of strong snuff,
the wig-case,
to semi to the tailor for my body-fur,
to see when the ship starts,
to talk to the landlord about something,
my snuff-box,
lead-pencil and the little note-book,
spectacles,
to take my signet, etc.

G. Small bills:
Oyster~.

meat
paper
figs .
coffee
chestnuts

5}
.
...

4}
4}

. 2
. • . . 1}
••••••• 2
~
25
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guilders
Nov. 23. 1747. small wood
white understockings
shoes
2
....
wood
lined shoes
2
. 15
night gown
Jan. 2.
coarse white stocking .
10 finer stockings at 3:t . , 1
a band around nightgown
warming pan • . . . . . 5

[Doc. 136.

styf.

12
11
10

3!
15
20

11
15
4

DOCUMENT 136.

MEl\:IORANDUM OF THE YEAR 1748.*
Took lodgings on the 23rd of November, 1748, for six
shillings per week for half a year ; if the rooms are taken
for a whole year there is a deduction made of 32 shillings,
so that the whole rent amounts to £14.

* This memorandum is written on a fly-leaf of Codex 2, containing the
MS. of the "Spiritual Diary."

DOCUJ.IENT 137.

STATEMENT OF JENNINGS 114 AND FINLAY'S
ACCOUNT WITH E. SWEDENBORG.*
Twelve months after date We, the undersigned, agree to
pay to the Assessor, the well-born Emanuel Swedenborg, or
Order, the sum of ten thousand dalers in copper, with one half
per cent interest per month. Value received, which is herewith
acknowledged.
JENNINGS

&

FINLAY.

Stockholm, Aug. 17, 1759.
D. 10,000 in copper with
:} per cent interest per month.
The above sum with the interest then due was paid in
Amsterdam in the year 17 63.
E:\r. SWEDENBORG.
1760. August 18, paid one year's interest
1761. August 19, paid one year's interest
1762. August 21, paid one year's interest

D. 600.
D. 600.
D. 600.

* This document was originally preserved in the library of Count Lars
von Engestrum, who by marriage was connected ·with the families of
Benzelstjerna and Schonstrom; after his death, it came with other documents
into the possession of the Royal Library in Stockholm.

25*

DOCUJJIENT 138.

STATEMENT OF SWEDENBORG'S INCOME FOR
THE YEARS 1765 AND .1766.*
Capital invested with 1J1r. Hultman. 111

Besides the 30,000 dalers in copper, which are at interest:
According to statement made on the last day of
Dec. 1764. . .
. . . . . .
14,479 13
Added since July 8
. . . . . .
1,642
4
Dalers in copper 16,l21l7
Before the end of the year there will come in:
From President Gyllenborg 115 • • • • • •
1200
From Governor Broman 113 • • • o • • •
500
848
Six months' salary . . . . . . . . . .
Interest from 1\ir. Hultmanm
. . . . . .
1800
Dalers in copper 20,469-25
Next year, 1766, there will come in:
Salary for one year
. . . .
1696 16
Froin Governor Broman 113
500
1200
From the Countess Gyllenborg 115
1800
Interest from Mr. Hultman
Dalers in copper 5196 16
together with the former 25,666
9
In addition 27 lbs sugar at 4. . . . . . .
111 12
25,777 21
Mr. Hultman has in hand the certificate of
indebtedness of Count Frederic Gyllenborg, with
the security of the Councillor Henning Gyllenborg,
which makes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000
From which there are to be deducted . . . 10,000
Leaving a balance of Dalers 20,000

* This document was originally in the library of Count Lars von Engestrom, but is now in the Royal Library in Stockholm.

DOCUMENT 139.

LIST OF VALUABLES OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG FHOM THE YEAR 1770.*
The following articles are deposited in a drawer:
. 174
One silver waiter
65
7 plates belonging to it
140
One chandelier
93
One silver basket
One bowl, i. e. a plate belonging to it •
89t
70-{Two dessert plates . . . . . . .
108
One water-bowl 'vith water-pitcher
One coffee pot .
48~
One milk can .
28!
One sugar bowl
34!One tea-caddy .
36
Fine tea-spoons and one pair of sugar-tongs .
9
Three table spoons .
15
52
Two candlesticks . .
Six small pieces belonging to them, with snuffers
15
21
Sugar bowl . . . . . . . .
One antique waiter made of a shell, mounted in silver, with
several genuine stones.
Four tea-spoons and a pair of tongs of gold, in a case.
One scent-lJottle of crystal with gold mountings, in a case.
One porcelain snuff-box in the form of a female figure, with
a gold "charniere," in a case. ·.
One gold-vmtch, with gold-chain.

* This list, in the han<lwriting of Emanuel Swer1enhorg, was transferred
from the liLrary of Count Lars von Engestrum to the Ruyal LiLrary in
Stoekholm.
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Six snuff-boxes, and a small one with two rings in it.
One microscope with everything belonging to it.
Diploma of nobility, in which there are also the deeds respecting the garden.
The above articles are left in charge of the agent, the wife
of Carl Wilhelm Seele. 116
El\r.

SwEDENBORG.

In the year 1770, in the month of July.
On behalf of the heirs of the late Assessor Emanuel, we,
the undersigned, have received from 1\Irs. Maria Seele all the
plate and other articles mentioned above, with the exception
of one tea-spoon, and two small articles belonging to the
candle-sticks, all of silver, but in their stead there was found
a box of mirror-glass and two small snuff-boxes not mentioned
in the list. All these we have received and sign our names.
Jonas Ere ding, J oh. George Ridder[bielke ].*
July 16, 1772.

D OCUJ.fENT 140.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY OF THE
LATE ASSESSOR EMANUEL SWEDENBORG,
SITUATED IN SODERJ\1ALM.t
1. Tllis suburban property is situated in Hornsgatan, Soder,
in the quarter Mullwaden, No. 1, on freehold ground.
2. The plot of ground, after measurement, was found to
extend in length on the northern side, along Hornsgatan,
112 yards; upon the southern side, where it is contiguous to
other property, likewise 112 yards, and in breadth, on the

* He was married to the third daughter of J esper Swedenborg; see
Document 9, p. 92.
t This is an official description of Swedenborg's house, puhlishe(l after
his death, and printed by J ohan George Lange, in Stockholm, 1772. It
is exceedingly scarce, the only copy known to exist having been presented
in 1870, by Prof. A. E. N. NorJenskold to the Royal Library in Stockholm.
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eastern side up to Cheesemonger "\V empe's property, 53 yards,
and on the western side, where it touches Ropemaker Nyman's
property, 52 yards, which, when added together, amount to
an area of 5880 square yards.
3. This plot is well protected and enclosed, on the one
side by the house, and on the other by a board-fence, and
is also first of all divided into two parts by a neat wooden
fence with gates; the eastern portion containing about onethird of the whole area, and the western portion two-thirds.
'J..1he eastern division is again, with the dwelling-house, subdivided into three portions by means of wooden fences and
gates. The first division, which is narrow and passes along
the whole eastern division, is simply a place for gathering up
and carrying off the offal from the stables ; the second northen1
portion embraces the dwelling-house itself, with a sufficiently
large and handsome yard, and the third portion, towards the
south, in~ludes, first of all, a building which, on account of
its singularity, must be described, and outside the same is a
flower garden with curious figures in box-tree. The larger
western division of the property is taken up by a large garden
with choice young fruit-trees, flowers, and vegetables, and also
with some large and splendid lime trees, which are planted
both in the garden itself and in the part around th~ dwelling-house. In the garden there are several buildings which
will be specified below.
4. The out-house, near the dwelling, consists of a barn not
long since built of wood with a roof of tiles which is ..... yards
long, and 14 yards wide, and has three large rooms, two in
the lower and one in the upper story ; adjoining it, near the
street, there is a stable for horses and cows with the necessary room for holding fodder, together with other conveniences;
all built of wood and covered with tiles, and painted red
like the barn.
5. The building which is to the south of the dwellinghouse, and which occupies the whole northern side of the
flower garden, is 19 yards long, and 16 yards wide. It has
doors and entries both on its northern and southern sides,
and has in its lower story a large room serving for an
orangery, well provided with furnaces. This house is built
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of panel work and bricks, and is covered on the outside with.
boards which are painted yellow.
6. On the larger western division of the property, which
we style above the large garden, there are several buildings~
first, there is a square house in the middle, which has open..
ings towards the four paths of the garden, which meet here;
the walls are made of wood, in wicker-work, with a flat roof,.
likewise of wicker-work, going all round and forming a pretty
balcony; there is a round seat in each corner. Secondly,
right along the northern board-fence is ·a house with three
sides, and three double doors opening iuto the garden, it
has a pointed roof, with three large three-cornered windows
in it. This house is so arranged that whtn all the three
doors are opened, and a mirror is placed in front of the
fourth wall, which is along the board-fence, three gardens
are seen reflected in it, in which every thing is represented
in the same order as in the original garden. ThircZW, on the
southern side, right opposite the last building, there is a
many-sided bower, usually called a voliere, which is intended
for all kinds of larger and smaller birds; the walls are of
net-work, and made of coarse brass wire. Fourthly, in the
middle, directly opposite the large walk, there is a pretty
summer-house, consisting of a hall, inside from which there
is a little room, whence there is a passage into a library,
which, fijlhly, is a lower house with a neat room, extending
towards the south from the above-named summer-house.
This last house, viz. the summer-house, has a good covering
of planks on the outside, painted yellow, and in the interior
it is hung with pretty tapestry. Sixthly, between the library
and the board-fence on the south there is a Dutch structm·e
like a vaulted cellar, but covered with earth, which is for
the purpose of keeping vegetables. Seventllly, in front of this
cavern there is a maze, built of boards, which is so contrived
that if any one unacquainted with it goes in, he cannot find
the entrance again without help.
7. Under the summer-house, No. 5, in the large garden,
is a new vaulted cellar, and under the dwelling-house the
foundation is laid for building a stone house.

DOCU.JIEJ.lT 141.

A.
LETTER "miTTEN BYl\fR. CHAS. LINDEGREN 117
TO MESSRS. BOHl\IAN, HASSEL AND GORGES,
DATED JULY 18, 1772.*

By Captain Fox, of the ship Nancy, I forwarded to you
all the effects of the late Assessor Sweclenborg which I
received from himself, or found in his lodgings, and which
are specified in the enclosed bill of lading. ':rhey are of
little value, especially his clothes and linen, which I should
not have sent, if I had not thought that his clear and
worthy family would wish to possess something which was
worn by the gcocl and worthy man in this life. The most
important is a brown parcel sealed, and addressed to yourself,
in which there are all-important documents and bills for the
moneys which he drew from young 1\Ir. Clas Grill and myself,
all of which are sealed up; in order to avoid all suspicion,
I must beg you not to break the seal, except in the presence
of some of his relations, and of the agent Carl \V m. Seele.
Besides this I paid to him in cash £70, for which I have
two receipts, and also 12} guineas ~ncl 1 Dutch ducat
during his sickness, and likewise 5 banknotes, which, according to the enclosed specification, amount to 2140 dalers in
eopper. The hank-bills I will send to you by next Tuesday's
post, because it is safer. There are now only a few unsold
hooks left with two booksellers, concerning which I will
report in my next by post.
In addition 1 will only repeat, what I have already
reported to the agent Seele, viz. that the deceased has not

* These two letters have been transferred from Count Engestrom's library
to the Royal J.Jibrary in Stockholm.
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left behind, nor has he ever made, a will. Frequently, when
I asked him about it, he said, that he was not going to
trouble himself about it: let those who shall have it, take it
according to the Swedish law. The expenses during his
illness were very great, likewise the cost of his burial, so
that there is still some money due to me, of which I will send
you my bill per post.

B.
LETTER OF MR. CHA.S. LINDEGREN 117 TO
MESSRS. BOHMAN, HASSEL AND GORGES,
DATED LONDON, AUG. 11, 1772.

I hope Capt. Fox has arrived, and delivered the effects
of the late Assessor Swedenborg.
I send you enclosed his account up to the present, showing
a balance in my favour of £18. There are still three bills
to come in which I have paid, and which are in my books.
I enclose also the five bank-bills which 'vere described in my
last, amounting in all to 2140 dalers. After .Assessor Swedenborg's death only three guineas, or £3 : 3, were found in
his possession. These I will not put down in my account, but
I shall pay £2 : 2 to :Magister 1\Iathesius, 118 who officiated
at the funeral, and £1 : 1 to the sexton. In addition, I must
remark that I have not given Pastor Ferelius 119 any satisfaction
in respect to his complaint about the funeral. I offered him
£3 : 3, or three guineas, but he considered this too little,
and I did not feel authorized to ~ay away the money belonging to the heirs. This matter can be settled best with Pastor
Ferelius himself according to the Swedish usage, either by
yourself or l\lr. Seele: for tllis gentleman is now in Stockholm.
There are still some books with two booksellers, but I cannot
get them without an order-about this I will however write
to you in my next.

DOCUJIENT 142.

. LETTER FROM THE SWEDISH TRAYELLER,
BJORNSTAHL120 TO DR. CARL JESPER
BENZELIUS,99 PROFESSOR AT LUND.*
Right reverend Doctor and Professor,
'Vith respect to the books of the late
Assessor Swedenborg, l\fr. Springer, 121 who was his very intimate friend, could not help expressing his great astonishment,
that you should never have been able to obtain any information on the subject; for he himself, about two years and
a half ago, wrote a very minute letter on the subject to
l\Iatthias Benzelstjerna,t the Secretary of State. l\Ir. Springer
has wondered no less at never having received an answer to
his letter, especially as he had offered his services; and had
a power of attorney been sent over, all books would doubtless
have been sold, inasmuch as there is a great demand for
them. They may be worth about £200. He has showed
me a copy of the letter, which was written on Nov. 13, 1773,
where the number of all the books in stock at the booksellers in London is given, and a mode is explained by which
they might be quickly sold, and the heirs in Sweden be
benefited by their sale.
If, therefore, you will ask the
Secretary of State for the above-mentioned letter, it will not
be necessary for me to do any thing more in this matter.
Good old l\Ir. Springer however cannot be troubled any more
with it, as the infirmities of old age have rendered him incapable;

* This letter is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linki)ping in a
bound volume containing the correspondence of Doctor Carl J csper
Benzelius.
t Son of Bishop Jacob Benzelstjerna. 7
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it would therefore be best for you to put the whole matter
into the hands of Mr. Clas Grill, 112 an honourable Swedish
merchant in this place, and a good friend of ]vfr. Springer, 121
who will assist you with his advice, and will procure the
services of a man able to estimate the value of books, as you
cannot in such a matter depend on the booksellers themselves.
I undertand that many books of the same kind are also
in store at Amsterdam; I wish I had known about them
while I was there. If Mr. Springer's letter had been answered,
this matter could have been settled both in England and in
Holland. Are you acquainted with the circumstance that the
Assessor had moneys on deposit with the Messrs. Hoop in
Amsterdam? those which he had deposited with Mr. Lindegren117
in London have long since been paid off and despatched.
Do you not consider it good and advisable that a small
stone should be raised in the Swedish Church, where Assessor
Swedenborg is buried, upon which at least his name, with
the date of his birth and death, should be engraved? This
cannot be very expensive ; and he has been such a very
Several of his books have been transremarkable man.
lated from Latin into English; one has been accompanied with
a very clever preface by Doctor[?] Hartley, 1 who was an intimate friend not only of the Assessor, but also of his mode
of explaining the Bible.
Your obedient servant,
JACOB JONAS BJORNSTAHL. 120

London, 1\tfarch 2, 1776.

SECTION V.

SWEDENBORG'S OFFICIAL LIFE IN
THE COLLEGE OF MINES,
FROM 1717 TO 1747.

This Section contains the results of a thorough examination
of the Archives of the College of l\Iines in Stockholm, which
was instituted with the view of obtaining an authentic
account of the official life of Emanuel Swedenborg, as one of
its assessors. This investigation was carried on by the editor
of these documents during several months of the year 1869,
permission having most kindly been given him for that purpose
by the authorities of the College of Commerce, with which the
College of l\Iines is now combined. This College no longer
holds its meetings in the building so long frequented by
Emanuel Swedenborg, that being now occupied hy the Royal
Archives of Sweden (Riks-Arkivet); but has removed to a building in the "Stora Kyrko brinken" Cathedral Lane No.9, which
was formerly the residence of Count Fr. Stenbock.
The College of !\lines, although formerly an independent
department of the State, is now a branch of the College of
Commerce, or of what is more properly called the "Department
of Commerce:" for there never was anything of the nature ot
a College in the English meaning of the word in the Swedish
College of l\Iines.
It was, and still is, the government
department, under the charge of which the whole mining
interest of the kingdom of Sweden is placed. The functions
of this college are administrative, and at the same time
judiciary, i. e. it appoints the various mining officers in Sweden,
and receives reports from them, and it also judges in all lawsuits arising, in which mining interests are involved.
The College of l\Iines in Swedenuorg's time consisted of
a president, who always belonged to the highest order of
nobility, two councillors of mines, and about six assessors.
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The board consisted of these officers, each of whom had a
vote. The session of the College usually commenced in the
month of September, and continued uninterruptedly till
the middle of July. During the summer months generally
some of the assessors were engaged in an inspecting tour
among the mines. At Christmas ·also there was usually a
recess of from one to two weeks.
The meetings of the College were daily, Sunday of course
excepted; and the proceedings were commenced by the Secretary calling the roll. If any one of the members was absent,
the reason of his absence was recorded; if he was unwell, it
was so stated. It appears, therefore, that by examining the
muster-roll of the College of Mines during the whole time
Swedenborg was connected with it, an exact knowledge of his
whereabouts and of the condition of his health during that
time would be obtained. For this purpose mainly, the editor
went through the laborious process of turning over the
voluminous proceedings of the College of 1\fines, from the
year 1717 to 1747. The result of his work is given in the
following pages. Besides noting the times when Swedenborg
was absent and when he was present, the editor took a note
of all proceedings in which Swedenborg took a particular
part, or which had any special reference to him. All these
particulars are stated in the order and in the language in
which they are recorded in the numerous volumes, in which
these proceedings are contained.
In conclusion the editor shoult state that the assessors and
councillors of mines were ranged according to seniority by the
date of commission, and that the oldest assessor was entitled
to a councillorship, when one became vacant.

DOCUltfE1VT 143.

EXTRACT FROni THE :MINUTES.*
Jan. 7, 1717.

§. I. A letter of His Royal Majesty, dated the 18th of
December last, was read, in which it was announced that His
Royal 1\fajesty had most graciously commanded that Emanuel
Swedberg should be extraordinary Assessor in the Royal
College of 1\Iiues. Resolved, to put it on file.
[A copy of this letter herewith follows:]

LETTER OF CHARLES Xll 3 TO THE COLLEGE
OF nilNES, RESPECTING EMANUEL SvVEDBERG.t
Charles, by the grace of God, King of Sweden,
Gothia, and \V endia, etc. Our especial favour and gracious
pleasure, under God Almighty, to the true men and servants, to our Council and President, as well as Vicepresident, and to all the Members of the College of 1\fines.
Inasmuch as we have graciously deigned to command that
Emanuel Swedberg shall be Extraordinary Assessor in the
College of 1\fines, although he at the same time is to attend
Polhammar,14 the counsellor of commerce, and to be of
assistance to him in his engineering works, and in carrying
out his designs, therefore it is our pleasure hereby to let you
know this, with our gracious command, and that you allow him
to enjoy a seat and voice in the College, whenever he be present,

* Extracted from the volume containing the l\Iinutes of the College of
1\Iines for the year 1717.
t Preserved among the Royal Letters and Rescripts (u Kongl. Majtts
Brcf," &c.) for the year 1717. p. 934.
26
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and especially when any business be brought forward pertaining to mechanics. We hereby commend you, especially and
graciously, to God Almighty.
CAROLUS.

Lund, December 18, 1716.

s.

CRONHIELM. 6 s

To the College of Mines concerning the Extraordinary Assessor
Swedberg. Arrived December 29, 1716; read January 7,1717.
DOOU1lfENT 144.

EXTRACT FRO:l\1: THE MINUTES OF 1717.*
April 6. §. 1. Inasmuch as 1\lr. Emanuel Swedberg, who was
appointed by His Royal Majesty to be extraordinary Assessor
in the College of 1\Iines, has now made his appearance; therefore, as a beginning of his introduction the royal decree which
had been received, was read. Afterwards the above-named
Assessor, after delivering to the Royal College the formulary
of the oath signed by himself, took the oath of loyalty and of
office, with his hand upon the book, and then took the seat
belonging to him.
[The following is a copy of this Royal Warrant, which is
preserved at the College of 1\'Iines :]

ROYAL WARRANT, BY WHICH SWEDENBORG WAS APPOINTED EXTRAORDINARY ASSESSOR.t
We, Charles, by the grace of God, King of
Sweden, Gothia, and W endia, Grand-duke of Finland, Duke
of Scania, Estland, Liffiand, Curland, Bremen, Verden, Stettin,

* Extracted from the volume containing the l\Iinutes of the College
of 1\Iines, for 1717.
t Preserved among the Royal Letters and Rescripts for the year 1717,
p. 935.
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Pomerania, Cassuben, and "\Vend en; Prince of Riigen, Lord of
Ingermanland and Wismar, as well as Palsgrave of Rhenish
Bavaria, Duke of Julich, Cleve, Berg, etc., make known, that,
inasmuch as we have graciously thought fit that someone who
possessess a good knowledge of mechanics ought to sit in the
College of l\Iines, and inasmuch as for this purpose there was
proposed to us in all deference, our faithful subject, and onr
well-beloved Emanuel Swedberg, on account of his praiseworthy
qualities and eminent fitness; therefore, we herewith, and by
virtue of this our open warrant, graciously deign to direct,
that this Emanuel Swedberg shall be Extraordinary Assessor
in our College of l\Iines. All this is to he duly noticed by all
whom it may concern. In order to impart additional weight
to it, we have confirmed it by our own signature and our
royal seal.
CAROI~us.

Lund, December 18, 1716.

s.

CRO:NHJELlU. 63

Presented and read before the College ofl\fines, on April6, 1717.

EXTR.A.CT FRO)i THE l\1INUTES OF 1717.
April I 7.

S· 2. Assessors J oh. Angerstein and Emanuel Swedberg
gave notice that they were obliged to depart, the former
only for a week to Strengnas, on account of some business; the latter, in company with Councillor of Commerce
Polheimer, 14 to Carlscrona and Schonen. Whereupon the
College could scarcely do otherwise than give its assent.

26*
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EXTRACT FROM THE

Mll~UTES

OF 1719.

Feb. 13, 1719. Emanuel Swedenborg was present.
Nov. 2. Emanuel Swedenborg handed in to the College of
Mines a "Description of Swedish Iron furnaces and their
working."
[This treatise, which contains a minute description of the
subject in Swedenborg's own handwriting, is preserved in the
archives of the College of Mines; an authorized copy of it
is also preserved among the Swedenborg MSS. in the Library
of the Academy of Sciences. It was dedicated to the following officers of the College of Mines:
To the well-born Count, Councillor of State, and President
of the College of Mines, Jacob Spens:
and also to the well-born, noble, and honourable gentlemen,
the Vice-president, the Councillors and all the Assessors
of Mines, Mr. Urban Hierne, 53 Mr. Robert Kinnimundt, Mr.
Jonas Cederstedt, 122 Mr. Andreas Stromner, 123 Mr. Jacob
Angerstein, 1\fr. Adam Leijell, 103 Mr. David Leijell/ 24 and
Mr. Anders Swab. 66
The introduction to this treatise is as follows:
It would have been more becoming in me to bring before
Your Excellency and the Honourable Royal College something
of greater importance and value than a mere treatise on a
coarse and ugly iron furnace ; especially as opportunity is
afforded in the Swedish mining districts of studying more
important furnaces, as those in which silver and copper are
smelted. Still, as my principal object has been to investigate
the nature of fire, and the manner in which it acts in all
kinds of furnaces and blasts, i. e. in everything that concerns
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smelting, the treatment of ores, and roasting-therefore I
considered it more advantageous to examine the coarser
first, and to investigate the nature of fire on a large scale, in
fact to dissect it in a large subject, in order more easily to draw
conclusions thence with regard to its mode of operation and its
qualities on a small scale. For it is by no means so sure a
principle to experiment on a small scale and by models, and
afterwards to make the application on a large scale, basing
one's calculations upon such trials. Will Your Excellency
and the Honourable Royal College please to receive this
favourably, and have more regard to my intention and meaning,
than to the work itself as presented to you? Should I, at
some future time, have something of more importance to offer,
I will ask your permission again to present it to Your Excellency and to the Honourable Royal College, that you may
derive some profit and pleasure from it. I shall consider it my
duty to endeavour to realize these my expectations. I remain
Your most obedient servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.]

DOCU1llENT 146.

INSTRUCTION OF QUEEN ULRICA ELEONORA
TO THE COLLEGE OF MINES
RESPECTING A MEJIORI.A.L FROJI EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.

Ulrica Eleonora, by the grace of God, Queen of Sweden,
Gothland, and 'Vendia, Grand-duchess of Finland, etc.
Our especial favour and gracious pleasure, under God Almighty, to the true men and servants, our and our country's
State-councillor, Count, and President, as well as to the Vicepresident, the Councillors ofMines, and Assessors. \Ve graciously
send you herewith a humble petition handed to us by Assessor
Swedenborg about setting up works in connection with the
mines in the Great Copper mountain (Stora Ko1Jparberget) for

* From the volume containing the Royal Letters and Decrees addressed
1 to the College of 1\Iines during the years 1718 and. 1719, p. 150.
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the purpose of exsiccating vitriol, and inasmuch as this seems
both necessary and useful for the country in future times, it
is our gracious will and order, that you take this subject into
due consideration, and afterwards submit to us the opinion
at which you arrive on the subject. We commend you to
the grace of God Almighty.
ULRICA ELEONORA.

Stockholm, November 14, 1719.
To the College of :Mines, together with the humble petition
handed in by Assessor Swedenborg.

DOCUMENT 147.

SvVEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF MINES.*
To His Excellency the President, the honourable Vice-President, and the Councillors and Assessors of l\Iines.
As there is nothing I wish more ardently than
to have an opportunity of giving satisfaction and being of
actual service to Your Excellency and to the Honourable
Royal College, I therefore, for this very reason, am emboldened to approach you with a humble prayer, that you would
support the petition, in which I apply to you in the deepest
humility, to graciously provide me with some salary or
other means of support, by virtue of my appointment as an
extraordinary Assessor, or that you would interest yourselves in my behalf in any other way which may seem to
you best. I feel the more 'justified in making this humble
application, as I have already spent whatever has come
to me by inheritance and through other channels in perfecting myself in what I thought would help to make me
useful to my country, and in travelling abroad for four
years, and more recently in assisting the Councillor of Commerce, Polhem, in the construction of docks and sluices, in
which I, at my own expense, obeyed the most gracious

* Preserved in the College of Mines among the "Bref och Suppliquer"
for 1720, p. 2.
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command of His late :Majesty, Charles XII. For four years
I had the honour of being a humble servant in the Royal
· College, and whatever I could spare besides, I expended in
seeing through the press at great cost several printed works
and some other things, by which, as by every thing else
I have done, I wished to express my great desire to have
the means and the opportunity of giving you satisfaction and
being of service to you; a desire in which I shall ever continue.
I remain Your Excellency's and the Honourable Royal College's
b1ost humble servant,
E.:uAN. SwEDENBORG.

Skinskatteberg,* June 19, 1720.
DOCU1llENT 148.

SWEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF 1\IINES.t
To His Excellency the President, and to the Honourable
Councillors and Assessors of :Mines.
As I am about to undertake a new journey
abroad, it is my duty to make it known to Your Excellency,
and to the Honourable Royal College in writing; especially as
my only object is, to collect more minute information respecting
the condition of the mines abroad and the processes which are
followed there, and also to make inquiries respecting commerce,
so far as it relates to metals. For this purpose I intend
to visit the places where there are mines, and also those
where there is a trade in metals. For the accomplishment
of my design I consider it most useful first to travel to
Holland, thence to England, afterwards to ~,ranee and Italy,
by way of Venice and Vienna to the Hungarian works, and
lastly to the German. If Your Excellency and the Honourable
Royal College approve of this well-meant purpose, and if you
would communicate to me instructions and directions, telling
me with what I should make myself particularly acquainted
in the various places, I would not only feel it a duty to place

* See

Document 130.

t Preserved in the College of 1\Iines among the Letters and Supplications ( Bref och Suppliqtte1), for 1721, p. 155.
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myself under these instructions, but would esteem it most
valuable advice, as it would show me how I might best employ
my time for the benefit of the public. Within six weeks I
intend, with God's help, to be in Amsterdam, where I shall
await Your Excellency's and the Honourable Royal College's
gracious instructions.
I remain, with the greatest deference, Your Excellency's
and the Honourable Royal College's
:Most humble servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Helsingborg, * June 30, 1721.

DOCUMENT 149.

SWEDENBORG TO THE KING.
[On his return to Sweden, Emanuel Swedenborg addressed
the following letter, dated Medevi,t July 14, to King Frederic, 4
who was staying at the same place. Of this letter, which
was sent the very same clay by the King to the College
of Mines, with instructions to report thereon, two copies
exist in Swedenborg's own handwriting: the identical copy
he addressed to the King is preserved in the College of
Mines among the Letters and Supplications (B1·ej och Suppliquer) for the year 1722, p. 156; the other, which he sent to
his brother-in-law, Ericus Benzelius, is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linkoping. A copy of the latter is contained
in Vol. I, of the photo-lithographic edition of Sweden borg's MSS.
This letter was read before the College on October 4, and
is as follows:]
Most Mighty and Gracious King,
As your Royal Majesty takes a gracious interest in the mining produce of your country, and as you are
likewise pleased to encourage all efforts by which the productiveness of our mines may be stimulated and increased,

*

t

A Swedish sea-port on the Sound, opposite Helsingor in Denmark.
A Swedish Spa. on the borders of Lake Wetter.

Doc. 149.]

SWEDENBORG TO THE KING.

409

I therefore venture in all humility to come before you with
some measures, by which the moue of working the mines in
Sweden may be improved, limiting myself for the present to
some improvements in the working of copper. For by carefully investigating the process used in Sweden, and comparing it with that employed abroad, taking into consideration
the difference in the ore, I have discovered some means by
which the yield of copper may be considerably increased.
Should your Royal l\iajesty grant me permission, I am
willing to undertake to get at least eleven ske]Jpund out of
the same amount and the same kind of ore, that which is
found in the Great Copper l\Iountain near Fahlun, from
which, by the customary process in use in Sweden, only
ten skeppwul are. obtained at present; which amounts, for all
the mines in Sweden, to ten per cent, and will increase the
yield of copper altogether from 800 to 900 skeppuud.
If your l\Iajesty should look with favour on my project, I
am willing to give a proof of it on a large scale; which may
be clone by an equal division being made of the same kind
of ore and coal: and the Royal College of l\fines may order
such precautionary measures to be taken that neither party
can have recourse to any unfair means.
In order to put all obstacles out of the way of such a
trial, I agree, in case my new process should result in any
loss of coal or copper, compared with the yield obtained by
the usual process, to make up at once this loss out of my
own means to the mining authorities. But if, on the other
hand, it is proved that ten per cent has been gained, Your
Royal :Majesty will most graciously grant me the tirst year's
gains which may thus accrue, extending the same to the whole
yield of copper in Sweden which may have been benefited
by my process; all of which is to he paid to me by the public,
as soon as the proof has been declared to be satisfactory.
Further, as our Swedish process of smelting copper is
subject to uncertainty as to what may and ought to be
got out of a certain quantity of ore . or copper stone;
as in Sweden this depends upon the smelters, the furnace,
and principally, as is m~intained, upon luck, and sometimes there is only turned out one half, or even less, of
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what had been estimated, tllis also may be placed on a
surer foundation, and the causes may be shown and means
suggested for improvement. This may be as great a source
of gain as the former, and if tllis be proved and shown,
I hope your Majesty will also most graciously allow me the
enjoyment of the same profit as in the former case. For we
in Sweden ought to have the same advantage which they enjoy abroad, in obtaining as much copper out of ore, as is
indicated by an analysis on a small scale.
Should some saving in coal be effected, this also ought
to be borne in mind by Your Majesty, so that I may enjoy
the same proportion of the profit accruing from that source.
But as a single trial, considering that those who make
it are unaccustomed to new processes and furnaces, is unavoidably subject to some uncertainty, I reserve to myself
the right of making a second trial, which must be granted
me if I find it necessary; on the other hand the mining authorities (bergslagen) having also the right to insist on a second
trial. In all which I submit myself to the most gracious
pleasure of Your Royal 1\Iajesty, and remain, Your Royal
:Majesty, my most gracious King's
l\Iost humble and faithful subject,
El\iAN.

l\leclevi, July 14, 1722.

sWEDENBORG.

DOCUJIE1YT 150.

:JIEl\IOHIAL RESPECTING l\fY HUl\ffiLE REl\fONSTHANCE AND PETITION ADDRESSED TO
IllS ROY.A.L l\iAJESTY.*
(On reading the letter contained in Document 149, the
College of :l\Iines seems to have instructed Emanuel Swedenborg
to prepare a more definite statement of his proposal, with the
view of communicating it to the mining authorities at Fahlun;
on which he prepared the following Memorial, which was read
and discussed before the College of Mines on the 11th of
October:]
I. Your Excellency the Count and the Honourable
College of :Mines will kindly and graciously order all whom it
may concern to supply everything that is required in order
that the trial may be instituted, including ore, coal, materials for building the furnaces, etc.
2. They will grant me permission to choose the place which
I may consider most favourable for making the trial. Also
that I may employ the ablest smelters and roasters, and may be
allowed to select them myself. Likewise that I may appoint
some adjunct to assist me in superintending the trial, when
it is instituted on both sides.
3. Although there is no reason to apprehend that in these
trials any one will act unfairly, since Your Excellency the
Count, and the Honourable Royal College, will look to this;
still, as the labourers at the works generally desire to cling
to their old practices, and can with difficulty lw induced to

* Preserveu in the College of l\Iines among the Bref och Suppliquer,
for 1722, p. 168.
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abandon them, no matter how strong the reasons may be in
favour of a new mode, or how great the advantages that may
result from it-therefore it may be necessary that all who
are engaged in the trials should be bound by oath to act
. honestly; and likewise that orders should be given that, while
the most important trial is going on, no one should be allowed
without permission to approach the works. It may also be
necessary to use other precautions, to assure those whom it
may concern, and also the public, that fair play has been
observed throughout.
4. I beg most humbly that the mining authorities be instructed to make their trial first, and that mine should follow:
as it is possible one or the other of the processes I intend
to show may be improved, and applied by them with advantage were theirs the second trial.
5. That the trial of the mining authorities should be made
according to the usual process without any change.
6. In order to reach the desired end as early as possible,
the mining authorities might make a beginning next winter, or
as soon as it can be done conveniently, by instituting experiments on a small scale.
7. It seems necessary that at least three trials be made
to afford the means of drawing a surer inference regarding
the difference in the yield, and also respecting the correctness of the process.
8. After three or more trials have been made, according
as the mining authorities may see fit, and these trials have
been approved by them it may be necessary to enact, in order
to stimulate them to pursue these trials with all diligence
and caution, that afterwards no excuses shall be admitted.
9. That each trial may be made on about ten skeppund
or more, in order that the difference and the advantage in
the process may be determined with greater certainty; and
that no objection from any one alleging that the trials were
made on too small a scale, may be admitted afterwards.
10. That the ore and coal be divided into two parts as
equally as possible, and that lots be drawn in the presence of
witnesses.
11. 'Vith regard to the first trial, Your Excellency the
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Count, and the Honourable Royal College, will please, in
agreement with my humble petition to His Royal :Majesty,
to have no account made of the first trial, as the furnaces
must be still cold and damp, and the workmen unaccustomed
to the new process.
12. I and several others are to be allowed to be present
when this copper is to be refined, and, if deemed necessary,
that person belonging to the place who is fittest for this work
is to be employed.
13. That a gracious assurance be communicated to me
that I shall enjoy the increased amount of copper produced
during the first year, for which I have humbly applied to
His :Majesty. I have been emboldened to apply for the surplus of the copper produced, on account of the great trouble,
expense, and time required to set this work in operation;
and on account of the risk I run of my name suffering, if,
by the carelessness of one of the workmen or by some other
accident, the 'vhole should miscarry,-but which I scarcely
expect. :Moreover, as this is to be left by me for the public
benefit, without any further compensation, I therefore shall
consider it as a great favour, if I be allowed to enjoy a small
portion of that which in the course of time will be gained
by my process.
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, October 11, 1722.
[These two documents, viz. Swedenborg's letter to the King,
and his memorial addressed to the College of 1\Iines, were
submitted by the College to the mining authorities at Fahlun,
with instructions to take them into consideration and report
back to the College of 1\iines. Their Report which was presented and read to the College on November 19, is contained
in the following document.]

DOCU1liENT 151.

REPLY OF THE :1\;IINING AUTHORITIES
AT FAHLUN.*
To the well-born Count and President, and to the Honourable Councillors and Assessors of Mines.
Inasmuch as the well-born Assessor Emanuel
Swedenborg has stated that he has discovered some new
means by which the working of copper in this country, and
especially in the Copper Mountain may be improved considerably, and probably increased from ten to eleven skeppund,
therefore the Board of 1\:Iines have carefully considered both
his humble petition submitted to His Royal :Majesty, and also
the gracious letter of the Royal College, dated the 11th of
last month, with a memorial consisting of sundry detached
portions. Moreover, as Your Excellency the Count, and the
Royal College have been pleased to order the Board of 1\:Iines,
in case they have anything to reply to the demand made
by Assessor Swedenborg in his memorial, to report the .
same at their earliest convenience to the Royal College ;
therefore in humble compliance therewith the Board of
Mines has carefully examined and considered his demands,
and for convenience sake have added their remarks to each
of his points. In doing so their object has been, on the one
hand, to enable Assessor Swedenborg to reflect more on such
an important subject, and on the other hand to express and
to establish between him and the said Board of Mines such
conditions and such limitations, that no dispute and no misunderstanding may arise, but that each may take all necessary
precautions at first, and afterwards enter with greater zest,

* Preserved in the College of Mines among the Bref och Suppliquet·,
for 1722, No. 153.
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and a greater feeling of security, on so delicate and difficult an undertaking as that which is involved in the change
of a process which has been elaborated during several
centuries, and which has become the rule in the smelting
of copper; in the establishment of which process many fingers
have been burned, so that those engaged in it are unwilling
to follow mere speculations and abstract rules, in preference to
those that have been taught and demonstrated by experience
itself. 1\Ioreover, several hundred persons have been engaged
year after year in working out this result, and they have
worked in it faithfully and industriously, as those only can
work, whose whole sustenance and well-being, and every
thing else depending on success, have been involved in it.
Yet, notwithstanding all this, and notwithstanding that this
Board of l\Iines and its officers have been troubled by Francisco :Maria Levante, * Schumejer, t Kunkell von Lthvenstern, t
N eithard and Clari, § Orschall and Commissary :l\Iejer, and
by several others with new projects and the carrying of them
out, and although all these have been unsuccessful, so
that this place has acquired a distaste for, and objection to,
all those now called new-fangled miners-still it would not be
considerate or impartial of this Board to seek to obstruct
the institution of such a useful trial, as is offered by Assessor
Swedenborg, inasmueh as what lies hidden in nature and art
can never be completely fathomed. The Board of 1\lines
therefore desires all good luck and God's speed to this enterprise, and willingly assents to the first point in the memorial,
viz. to lend the Assessor all the assistance that he can justly
desire and claim.

* He was an Italian who arrived in Sweden in 1685, offering to the
govemment a better process for obtaining the copper from the ore. His
process is discussed by Swedenborg in his Opera Philosophica, &e,
Vol. III, p. 42.
t Joh. 'Vendelin Schumejer, and a certain Heldeberg, both Germans,
offered to do the same thing in Hi89, but faileu likewise. Their process
is uescribed by Sweuenhorg at l'· 44 of the same volume of the same work.
See Note to Document 97.
~ Joh. Dan. Neitharu, anu Nicol. Clari, likewise from Germany, promised
to change iron immeiliately into copper; they are mentioneu by Swedenborg on p. 45, of his Opem Philosopltica Vol. III.

*
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2. The Board of Mines are willing that he should
select the most suitable place and the ablest smelters for the
trial; but they cannot order any miner, after having been in
want of coal, now that the coal is beginning to come in, to
leave his works and give up his smelters and roasters, before
having finished the ore he has in hand. :Moreover, in connection with this paragraph, there is this to be mentioned,
that before the reward which the Assessor claims in his thirteenth
paragraph can become his, it is his bu~iness to see that all those
who may be charged with paying his reward, have equally good
smelters, and places as serviceable as that which he chooses
to select: for all the circumstances that belong to the subject
in question, and have to be considered in regard to the Assessor,
must also be taken into consideration on behalf of the mining
district.
From the fact that this right of selection is demanded we
conclude that many of the usual situations for mining-works
are unsuitable for the new process, even as the labourers themselves are unused to it and untaught, and they have not
all the same facilities for learning speedily this new process.
For this reason also no one can be charged for this eleventh
skeppund for compensation, who has not enjoyed all those advantages which the Assessor himself has had in making his
trial. Moreover, both opportunity, willingness, ancl ability to
pay this compensation will be wanting with most mine-owners
and labourers, and in collecting it as many disputes will arise
as there are differences between their own works and the
work where the trial has been made for the Assessor.
3. The Board of Mines consider it not only necessary that
the labourers on both sides should be pledged by an oath;
but on account of the importance of this matter the Board
of Mines desire also to have two good men, who would take
turns in being present at the Assessor's trial, even as the
Assessor is at liberty to do the same in the trial made by
the mining district-and this for the purpose of removing
suspicion on both sides.
4. It does not seem to be a matter of consequence who
makes the first, and who the last trial. But it seems best
that the trials on both sides should be made at the same time;
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for after the trial has been made any part of the Assessor's
process which has proved useful, may be adopted.
5. The Assessor may rest assured that in the trial to be
made by the mining district, the usual process shall be followed
without change, as it is supposed to be the best, until another process be proved to be better.
6. As soon as convenient, and as soon as the Board of
1\'lines can agree with the Assessor upon a surer basis by
which to compute the compensation, than what has been
proposed, they are willing that the trial on both sides should
begin.
7. How far two trials can be supposed to give certainty
as to the difference and the increased yield in copper, the
Board of 1\Iines give their opinion in their consideration of
paragraph 13.
8. The eighth point of the memorial treats of the same
subject, wherefore it also is considered in the same place.
9. It is a little doubtful, why the Assessor insists that
the trial should consist of about 10 ske]Jpund _or more, lest
an objection might be made in the computation of the increase, should it be based on a trial made on a small scale:
for, as is well known, the ruining district consists for the most
part of such miners as are unable to smelt more at a time
than from four to five skeppund, and many even less. If
then the increase be correct, it must he the same whether
made on a large or small scale; and if it be not so, the
basis of its computation is false, and can only be approximated with the greatest inconvenience and trouble.
10. The ideas of the Board of J.\tiines are, that when the
trial is made, the Assessor himself must be present, and
take the same ore as the persons of the mining district,
and indeed from the same lot, heap upon heap, both from
the better and the inferior sort. The Assessor also must
make arrangements so as to receive coal by one of his
own men, this matter being so important, that by all means
possible every suspicion of unfairness should he avoided, and all
dispositions he made, so that the security which both parties
seek may not be lost in sundry objections and difficulties.
27
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11. Whether the Assessor desires to make one or two
trials without counting them, is a matter of indifference to
the Board of Mines, provided they be made at his own risk,
and provided the Board of .Mines do not incur any expenses beforehand. Those trials, however, which are to be
the basis on which this presumed increase is to rest, are all
to be made most accurately, and of the same kind of ore as
that used by the other side, that is, as far as it can be
judged to be so.
12. The purity of the copper obtained by both parties
must be tested; this testing must be done by a master of
known ability, and he must test both the copper obtained
by the trial of the mining district, and that which the
Assessor proposes to obtain by his process.
13. Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg in the humble proposition which he submitted to His Royal Majesty, demands,
that the increase in the yield of copper of the first year
should be paid to him by the public, but the public will certainly not make any such payment, unless they who have the
benefit of this increased yield refund it to the public; thus,
should the trial succeed, it will be the mine-owners' duty
to pay 10 per cent of the copper they obtain- this also
the Board of :Mines are willing to grant, if only the proposition will not lead to mere disputes. It is well-known
to all who have an accurate knowledge of this branch of
metallurgy, how many circumstances must conspire to obtain
the desired result: how much depends upon a proper mixture
of the ore, upon the position of the works, upon the workpeople, the time, the putting on of coal, the cold roasting or
first calcining, upon the second calcining, and so forth. The
ore also is in itself so various that sometimes two stones
from the same lode are quite unlike; that the one contains
one kind of combinations, and the other quite a different kind;
so that these things in so great a work as the above cannot
be separated, nor sifted apart. As so many circumstances
conspire, it is really good luck when they all work together,
and bad luck when there is a want or deficiency in some of
them. A miner may be as cautious as possible, yet as circumstances change so much in the mine itself, and as his
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work-people vary so much, it cannot happen otherwise than
that at one time he will have good luck, and at another time
bad luck. Let a miner mix his ore as well as he may, yet
a little oversight in the first calcining may cause a falling
off. Again, he may take all care in the liquefying of the
copper stone, yet the smelter, or he who melts out the copper
afterwards, may do him an injury by some mistake, or something may happen to him unexpectedly. Again the liquefying
of the copper stone (suJllu-bruck) may have been carried on
in the very best way, and yet in the second, third, fourth,
and fifth calcinings (wandrastningar) by a wrong graduation
of the fire great injury may be done to him. Again, his
various calcinings (wandnlstwerk) may have been done rem:nkably well, and yet in setting up the copper stone for
the purpose of getting the copper out of it, by a mistake of
the smelter, from the quality of the coal, or the method of
putting it on, his computations may turn out wrong.
It is therefore vain to try to regulate the production of
copper by making a few trials: for if all places for the works,
all ores, coal, etc. were the same, if smelters and calciners
were all equally industrious, faithful, intelligent, and good,
it would be a different thing. Yet so great a work as this
cannot be settled in this manner. If a physician cures
three patients of fever or some other disease, not all who
suffer from the same disease are bound to pay him fees, nor
can he insist that they shall all adopt the same treatment.
If the different mine-owners could be entered in an account
of debit and credit, and be taxed thereupon unconditionallywhich would be an impossibility in so great a work and in
one which is subject to so many contingencies-then the compensation or the increase in the yield of copper might be
more easily computed; but where no correct debit is entered,
no correct credit can be computed, and consequently no correct
balance can be drawn. Besides, the Board of l\iines do not
know to what extent the Assessor desires to make use of our
existing furnaces, whether he proposes to build new ones
with chimneys, which has often been talked of, or whether he
desires to employ a new process like that in use in the
Hartz. and Goslar, which requires more time and is more
2i*
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costly. These circumstances prevent the Board of Mines
from being able to make the compensation on the desired
basis. 'Vithout taking into consideration, that if the Assessor's opinion is, as is the meaning of the words he has used
in the humble memorial addressed to His Royal Majesty,
that by the customary process of smelting less copper is obtained, than is indicated by the analysis made on a small scalein this case the basis of the computation is not quite correct:
for on a large scale there is always more obtained than on
a small scale. Moreover, to make a trial of all kinds of ore,
and to distinguish the ores in agreement therewith would be
too troublesome a matter, and attended with great difficulties.
In consideration of all this, and of more that might be
discussed at length on this matter, the Board of Mines and
the mine-owners of the district resolve, in conclusion, that if
Assessor Sweclenborg is confident that he can accomplish what
he has promised, the mine-owners are very willing that the
desired trials should be instituted; and that if it be made
evident that his process is better than that which is usually
followed, and that it is of such a nature that it can be introduced into the whole mining district without inconvenience
and great expense, they are quite willing to honour and
recompense the Assessor for his invention, according as it be
found useful; but that they should, amid so many difficulties
and contingencies, and upon the result of a few trials, bind
themselves before-hand to give up every eleventh skeppund,
this both Your Excellency, and the Honourable Royal College,
and also Assessor Swedenborg himself, will find to be a claim of
a nature to which the mine-owners on their part cannot accede.
"\V e remain, with all due respect,
Your Excellency's and. the Honourable Royal College's
most obedient servants,
AND. SwAB. 66 JonAN HoLENrus. GERHARDT J. SAM. KoRSTNER.
JACOB

IwARSSON.

JoHAN NilsMAN.

TROTZIG. Jon. PLANTIN.

E.

0LOF

JoNSSON.

PmLIP

S. SJOBERG. WALLENSSON. SAMUEL

KoRsNER JR. HANs JANssoN. JonAN CAsToR.lFwARDANIELssoN •

.J OHAN

NXXSMAN. JANSSON. SIMON FUNK. 0LOF

with several other illegible names.
At the Mine, November 10, 1722.
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(On the reception of tlus report, it was communicated hy
the College of J\IIines to Emanuel Swedenborg; and his
strictures upon it, which are contained in the following document addressed to the College of J\llines, were considered by
that body on December 13.)

DOCU~IEZ.lT

152.

SWBDBNllOHG'S REPLY.*
High well-born Count and President,
In obedience to the order given by Your Excellency and the Honourable Royal College of :Mines, the
Board of .l\lines of the Great Copper :Mountain have given
their humble opinion respecting a trial which I intend to
make, to prove that the yiehl of copper in Sweden may be
increased 10 per cent above that which is obtained by the
usual process, when all that belongs to the nature of fire, the
blast, furnaces, and the ores themselves, is properly considereJ;
and inasmuch as the above-mentioned Board of 1Iines are
pleased, on the one hand, to doubt, and on the other, to
pronounce incorrect those postulates which 1 deemed necessary
to institute a fair and just trial, and to arrive at perfect
certainty ; therefore I humbly submit to Your Excellency
the following, by way of explanation:
1. The Board of l\Iines, in the first place, express their
unqualified general opinion as to the impolicy of changing
the customary processes of smelting, which have been
elaborated during many centuries, and have thus acquired
authority, mentioning the names of all those who have boldly
attempted, unsuccessfully, to effect any change in them,
and stating at the same time the distaste and objection the
mine-owners around Fahlun have acquired to the so-called
new-fangled miners. But in reply to tills it is to be observed

* Preserveu in the College of l\lincs among the Bref och SuppliqUter
for 1722, No. 154.
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that I have no intention whatever to change that process
which experience has so long been elaborating, and upon
which, it has ultimately settled-as has been attempted by
some foreigners, who were necessarily unsuccessful, because
they did not base their experiment~ upon the fundamental
laws and customs of the usual process, as those best adapted
to the nature and kind of ore : my only object having
been, by a more careful study of the nature of fire, of
the blast, the furnaces, and the ore, to save that portion of
the copper which usually passes off with the smoke and in
the scoria; and at the same time to furnish thereby more
reliable rules, than those heretofore known. Moreover, to
remove all just cause for the manifestation of symptoms of
distaste and objection, I did not wish to shield myself from
responsibility, in case any misfortune or loss might happen;
for the same reason also I desired to receive from the public
the increase in the production of copper for the first year,
without becoming in any sense a burden to the mining district
of Fahlun.
2. With regard to the second point, the Board of Mines
offer as a proof of their argument, that if the most suitable
place and the smelters were left to he selected by me in
instituting my trial, that, should it prove successful, the increase in the yield could not be computed for all the mineowners in proportion, as some ha.ve not the advantage of
a suitable place and able smelters: but my reply is, that
I reserved for myself tllis selection, so that no unfit workmen, and no unsuitable place, might be offered to, or forced
upon, me. For with regard to the workmen, I cannot
with any show of justice be compelled, and it is even an
impossibility, to accommodate myself to the comprehension
and capacity of every one, or to provide them all with the
same degree of understanding, or finally to let the computation of my compensation depend upon their inclination, their
will, and their capacity. On the contrary, I hold that I have
fulfilled my duty after having placed before their eyes the
tiling desired, and after having instructed as far as practicable,
the ablest among them.
That there is a great difference in the situation of the
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copper-works, is a matter well known to myself, and still
more so to Your Excellency; but as the Board of l\lines ktve
the same Jiherty of selecting as I have, there is no inequality
in this respect. If they choose to give me an unsuitable place,
and if they reserve a similar one for themselves, then it
amounts to the same, as the inerease in the yield does uot
depend upon the excellency of the place, but upon the excellency of the process. l\loreover, what those who occupy
unsuitable positions for their works lose, I do not undertake
to make up for them, but l simply propose to procure for
them an increase of l 0 per cent above that which the owner
obtains in the same place hy the usual process .
.Besides, the Board of Mines do not seem to have been
called upon to make so very close a computation of the
royalty to he paid, as this was not demanded of the mineowner, nor was it asked for many years, or even for a lifetime.
3. 'Phat two good men should in turns be constantly
present at the trial, is for the purpose of removing suspicion,
and is very much neeiled; also the pledging of these good
men with an oath, as well as all the others who are present
at the trial. That also is necessary which is mentioned in
the fifth paragraph, which is that the trial should be made according to the usual process.
4. Hut if the Board of .l\Iines insist on the fourth point,
that the trials should take place on hoth sides at the same
time, there is room given for suspicion, since no one can be in
two places at the same time, nor bear witness that everything
took place fairly. :Moreover, this would be a means of placing
the trials on an insecure foundation, as an opportunity is
given on both sides of changing the original designs, and
bringing all into confusion and dispute. I Leg, therefore,
most humbly that the Board of 1\liues be instructed to make
their trial first, and declare the same to be satisfactory, before
I go to work with the counter-trial.
5. I also heg, that before the trials are commenced, an
agreement should he arrived at respecting the basis, on which
the royalty will be computed.
6. It is no matter of douLt why I insist that the
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trial be made with about 10 skeppund or more, so that no
objection may be taken to the computation of the royalty, on
the ground that the trial was made on too small a scale. It
would, however, be a great matter of doubt for me to consent
to have the trial made on a smaller scale, on account of
reasons which I do not wish to state here, and also for
this reason, that one must unavoidably lose in a furnace which
is entirely cold, and where only from 3 to 4 skeppund are
worked up; and this loss is not only in time, but also in
coal and in copper; a loss not so sensibly experienced
in a trial on a larger scale. I will explain this by a more
convincing example. In iron furnaces the owner loses considerably in coal and also in iron during the first eight to
fourteen days, likewise in time; since only one half or one
third is obtained during that time. But as it is reported by
the Board of Mines, that the mine-owners, for the most part,
consist of such persons as can at the utmost work up from
four to five skeppund, and many much less, and as they
undeniably lose both in time and in coal, this ought to be
remedied, by several smelting toget~r from ten to fifteen
skeppund. Now, as a loss is sure to accrue from small trials,
and as, consequently, the certainty which may justly be
demanded from trials is not obtained, therefore the basis on
which my royalty is to be computed is not summarily false, as
has been alleged, but the mine-owners themselves are the cause
of it, since they are opposed to an increased yield and
wilfully cause a loss to themselves.
7. With regard to the conclusion at which the Board of
Mines have arrived in respect to the institution of the trial,
and the computation of the royalty, I leave it to Your Excellency's consideration, as well as to that of the Board of
Mines, how far a trial can be instituted under a mere promise,
when so many difficulties are brought forward beforehand
about the settlement of the basis for the computation of the
royalty; all of which, as well as one's reputation, would have
to be risked in the safest case and the most successful issue,
whenever the examination thereof is left to the judgment of
those who are opposed to the whole matter.
8. The Board of Mines consider it to be vain to regulate
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all copper-works after some trials have been made, and they
are pleased to compare this to a physician who has succeeded
in curing some patients one after another, etc. But it must
be well known to the Board of :Mines that a certain knowledge of the nature and contents of an ore is obtaiued after
an analyzer of ores has done his work, and still more when
this has been done on a large scale; whence it follows that
this comparison cannot show us anything more, than that the
processes which are in use at Fahlun are more uncertain
than anywhere else, and that in several particulars they
require improvement and remedy.
Now, as the Board of ~lines, for their own benefit, as
well as for that of the public generally, will without doubt
promote so important and useful a work, I so much the less
doubt their desire to do so, as on all previous occasions,
even when foreigners have offered their services to them, they
have manifested an interest in them; and this so much the
more as their own interests are deeply concerned in it.
Offering herewith my humblest thanks to Your Excellency for
having deigned to favour my proposition hitherto, and as such
a matter cannot be promoted by the writing of letters, but
simply by results produced, I do not in the least doubt that
Your Excellency will continue your favour in the future. I
remain, with all due respect,
Your Excellency's most obedient servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, December 7, 1722.

[It does not appear from the Proceedings of the College
of ~lines that the trial here spoken of was ever made.
It is doubtful. A full description of the improved processes
of gaining copper was given by Swedenhorg in Vol. Ill of
his great work, "Opera Pllilosophica et Mineralia," which was
published at Leipzig in 1734.]

DOCUjfENT 153.

SWEDENBORG'S ENTRANCE INTO THE
COLLEGE.*
April 1, 1723.
The petition sent in by Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg on
February 12 was read, to which was added the decree of
His :Majesty, King Charles XII, with his letter to the Royal
College, by which Swedenborg received the appointment of an
extraordinary Assessor in this College. The Assessor reported
that he was prevented from enjoying the privileges of the said
appointment on account of his journeys in Sweden and abroad;
and as his only object has been to perfect himself in those
branches which concern the economy of mines, which he could
not have done while attending the sessions of the Royal
College here in town, he considers it his first duty to await
an expression of the Royal College, as to whether there is
any obstacle to his re-entrance.
Another petition sent in on the 20th of last month was
also read, in which Assessor Swedenborg begs the Royal
College to arrive at some result with regard to his right of
sitting and voting in the Royal College.
As the Royal College had summoned Assessor Swedenborg's attendance that he might express himself more fully
on this subject, and as he was then present, he was called.
The President stated, that the College had had his petitions read
to them respecting his vote and seat in the Royal College,
and had found it necessary to hear from him, whether he had
made up his mind to grant precedence to Assessors Bergenstierna 125 and Bromell, 72 t so that no disputes might arise
on this subject.

* Extracted from

the 1\:Iinutes of the College of 1\Iines for the year 1723.

t Both these gentlemen had received their appointments as Assessors in
1720; but Bergenstierna had been Secretary of the College of l\'Iines
from 1713.
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Councillor of l\Iines Cederstedt. 122-The action of the ltoyal
College is based on a statement of Judge Cederholm,* who
had been before them, and who had deposed that Assessor
Swedenborg had stated to him, that ina::;much as Assessor
Bromell, 72 whose appointment as professor antedated Swedenborg's, had yielded precedence to Assessor Bergenstierna;125 so
also Assessor Swedenhorg, in consideration of Assessor llromell's
appointment, would not claim precedence of Assessors Bergenstierna and Bromell, but would acknowledge their seniority.
Assessor Swedenborg.-It is also my opinion, and I agree
to this, l\Ir. President.
There only remains a question therefore between Assessor
Sweden borg and his brother-in-law Assessor Bcuzelstjerna, 8
which of the two should have precedence. Assessor Swedenborg was asked whether he might not arrange this with his
brother-in-law; for if they would confer with one another they
might so settle the matter, that no dispute could arise between them.
Assessor Swedenborg.-I am willing to talk with my brotherin-law on the subject, and am quite willing to make an
arrangement with him.
April 3rd.
Swedenborg was present at the College of Mines.
April lith.
· As it was reported that Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg
was in the ante-room for the purpose of stating to what extent
he had come to an agreement with Assessor Benzelstjerna
respecting the seat in the Royal College, he was therefore
called in, when the result of the last conference on the 1st inst.
was stated by the President, according to which Assessor
Swedenborg was willing to grant precedence to Assessors
Bergenstierna and Bromell, and also expressed his willingness
to make an arrangement with Assessor Benzelstjerna on the
f'ubject of seniority. The President said the College was

* Bernhard Cederholm, in 171 A Lagman or Judge in 'Vadstena Ian; in
1741 he became President of the the Court of Appeals (Gotha Hofriitt) at
Jonkopi.ng.
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now prepared to hear what arrangement Assessor Swedenborg
had made with his brother-in-law.
Assessor Swedenborg.-I have conferred with my brother-inlaw Assessor Benzelstjerna, and as he has an appointment as
ordinary Assessor, and is consequently obliged to be always
I) resent at the session of the Royal College; and as I, on
the other hand, have only an appointment as extraordinary
Assessor, and have therefore the liberty of being present
at my good pleasure, or not, therefore, in consideration of
this, I have consented to sit below my brother-in-law, Assessor
Benzelstjerna; with this reservation, however, that if at any
future time a change should occur, and any one should be
appointed ordinary Assessor in this Royal College, my present
declaration should not be turned against me, and that the
place which I now occupy, after my brother-in-law Assessor
Benzelstjerna, should be preserved to me for all future times.
Hereupon Assessor Swedenborg took his place in the
board of the Royal College immediately below Assessor Lars
Benzelstjerna.
These minutes were read before Assessor Swedenborg on
the 29th of April, word for word, and acknowledged by him
to be correct.

* The appointment of Lars Benzelstjerna as Assessor in the College of
1\Iines, dates from the year 1722.

D OCUJ.IENT 154.

SWEDENTIORG'S LIFE A1' TilE COLLEGE IN 1723.*

A.
Sweden borg was present at the College:
25, 29; .1\Iay, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 13.

April 13, 20, 23,

:l_\,fay 24.
During· Sweuenborg's absence from the College a memorial t was discussed at length which he had read before
the Swedish Diet (Biksens Stiimler), and which had been referreu to the College of .1\Iines. In this memorial Swedenborg endeavoured to prevail upon the Diet to abolish the distinction between the noble and ignoble metals, by which
copper miuing and the interests of copper were protected at the
expense of the iron interest.
The College opposed a change in the existing laws, and
instructed Assessor Bergenstierna 125 to oppose the measure
orally in the House of Nobles.

B.
Swedenhorg was present at the College: May 27, 30; June 15,
20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28.
From .July 1 to 9 he was absent on account of business
connected with the Swedish Diet.
He was again present at the College: July 9, 1o, 1 1, 13,
15, 17, 18, 22, 24, 2(), 29; August 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16,
21, 26, 29, 31; September 5, 9, 11, 12, 14.

c.

Sept. 18.
A letter addressed by Swedenhorg to the Royal College
was read, in which he protests against the granting of a privilege or a patent by the College to Col. "'\Vollan for the manufacture of steel. This letter, which is dated Sept. 16, 1723,
is as follows:

* Extracted from thr :Minutes of the College of 1\iines for the year 1723.
t This memorial is our Document 169,
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SJVEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF MINES.*

To His Excellency the President, and to the
Honourable Councillors and Assessors of Mines,
Inasmuch as Col. \V ollan obtains a privilege
for a new process of making steel in Sweden, and as I have
during my stay abroad collected information from Vienna
concerning a process, by means of which steel may be produced of such excellence as may be desired, and according to
which it may be made better and harder, if more time is
allowed for it, and at a lower price, than by following the
usual methods, I therefore, for the purpose of reserving the
right of trying and testing this process, and if found serviceable
of making use of it, leave in the hands of Your Excellency
the President, a copy of this process, before the privilege is
granted to Col. W allan, and request most humbly an entry
on the :Minutes on this subject.
I remain, most respectfully, Your Excellency's and the
Honourable Royal College's
Most humble servant,
EM. SWEDENBORG.
Stockholm, September 16, 1723.
Sweden borg was further present in the College: Sept. 19,
30; October, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 18, 23, 24, 25, 29.

D.

October 30.
The following letter was read, in which Swedenborg applied for
leave of absence, to attend to some private affairs in the country:
SWEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF MINES.f

To His Excellency the President, and the
Honourable Councillors and Assessors of Mines,
Inasmuch as I have been obliged during the
session of the last Diet, ever since the beginning of the
present year, to remain constantly in Stockholm, and as I

* Preserved among the letters ( Bref och Suppliquer) addressed to the
College in 1723, p. 220.
t Preserved among the letters ( Bt·ef och Suppliquer) addressed to the
College in 1723, p. 354,
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have neglected thereby some of my priYate affair:-;, I therefore
beg most humbly of Your Excellency, and the Honourable
College of 1\[ine&, that you will grant me leave of absence, to
look after my little property in the country.
Awaiting your most gracious consent, I remain, most respectfully, Your Excellency's and the Honourable Royal College's
l\Iust humble servant,
EM. SwEDENBORG.
Stockholm, October 29, 1723.
The College acceded to Swedenhorg's request, hut it
ordered that, before leaving, he should first report himself to
His Excellency the President.
[From the proceedings of the law-suit adverted to in our
Document 132, it appears that Sweden borg went to the ironworks at Axnmr, Gestrickland, of which he owned one-fifth,
and his aunt Brita Behm four-fifths, and that he went to
erect there, at their joint expense, a new furnace, to replace
one which had been destroyed by the Russians, when they
landed there in 1721.]
DOCU1lfENT 155.

S'VEDENDORG'S LIFE AT TJIE COLLEGE TN 1724.*

A.

April 28.
It was resolved by the Uollege of Mines to make an
application to the King, requesting that, aR Assessor Bromell 72
had heen appointed physician to His :Majesty (archiater) and
as Assessor Benzelstierna 8 who had hitherto only a bergmaster's
salary of 800 dalers in silver, had succeeded to Assessor
.Bromell's salary, Assessor Benzelstierna's salary of 800 dalers
in silver be given to Assessor Swedenborg, who had hitherto
laboured in the College without salary.
Sweden borg was again present at the College on May I 8,
aiHl he was further present on l\Iay 20, 21, 22.
On .May 23 he presented a letter on a suit pending in
the Uollege between the iron-works at Krahsjij and N orgowik.

*

Extracted. ii·om the .l\Iinutes of the College of 1.\Iines for 1724.
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He was present: May 24, 25, 30; June 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9,
10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 19, 22, 25, 26, 27, 30; July I, 3. 4, 6.

B.

July 6.
A letter was received from the King, in which he agrees
to the disposition of Archiater Bromell's salary, in giving it
to Assessor Lars Benzelstierna, 8 but he does not grant the
tram;fer of Benzelstierna's salary to Swedenborg.
'Vhereupon the following letter was read, addressed by
Sweden borg to the College of Mines, which had been received
on June 14, and in which he thanks the members of the
College for the interest which they have shown in his behalf.
SWEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF MINES.*

To His Excellency the Count and President,
and to the Honourable Councillors and Assessors of Mines,
I herewith ofi'er my humble thanks to Your
Excellency, and the Honourable Royal College, for the high
favour which you have showed to me, in kindly proposing me
to His Majesty for the salary which has been made vacant
by the promotion of Mr. BromelF 2 as physician in chief. I desire also to state to you that I recognize with deep respect the high favour you have shown me; and I most humbly
beg of Your Excellency and the Most Honourable College, in
consideration of my having now for eight years served in the
Royal College as an extraordinary Assessor without salary,
upon the warrant which was most graciously granted to me
by the late King Charles XII, and having made during
that time a journey to the mines abroad, and having expended
my time upon what I thought would be of service to Your
Excellency and the Royal College, that you would also
henceforth be so gracious as to continue the favour you have
already shown towards me. The favour of Your Excellency,
and of the Honourable Royal College is the only thing I
build upon on such an occasion; but, on the other hand, I

* Preserved among the letters ( Brej och Suppliquer), addressed to the
College in li24, p. 88.
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shall with deep respect never cease to remain, Your Excellency's, and the l\lost Honourable Royal College's
l\lost humble servant,
EM. S WEDENBORG.

Stockholm, June 16, I 724.

Swedenborg present at the College: July 7, 8, 9, 11, 13,
Recess until September 8.
[Until Aug. 18, Swedenborg seems to have been at Axmar
in Gestrickland, where he was looking after his share in the
iron-works at that place. On his return to Stockholm he
prepared to set out on an inspecting tour, and wrote the
following letter to the President of the College of l\Iines, the
original of which is in the Royal Library in Stockholm:]
14, 15.

c.
SWEDE!ITBORG TO TilE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE OF MINES.

l\Iost honourable Baron and Governor,
Upon arriving in town a few clays ago, Secretary
Colling informed me, that he had directed a letter for me to
Gefie, which was enclosed in one addressed to Bellander, the
l\Iaster of l\Iines, and which he supposes to have been from
your Honour. As this letter has not yet been received, and
as I doubt whether it will be sent back to me from Gefle
within a fortnight, as the l\Iaster of 1\I.ines, to whom it was
addressed is absent upon a commission in Helsingland, I
consider it my duty to inform your Honour of this, and to beg
you in all deference to renew your instructions, in case your
letter contained any, before I, in obedience to your notification
about time and place, enter upon my journey.
In case your Honour has not yet engaged permanently a
secretary for the commission, I would venture to propose for
this post an auscultant, by the name of Andreas rnmnherg,
who has occasionally acted as secretary in the Royal College
of l\Iines, and who has bad opportunity thereby of acquiring
practice, and also of showing his ability. He is at present
at l)hilipstad, and he might be reached through Ekman, the
!\laster of l\lines, in that town, through whon: your Honour
could kindly communicate with him upon this business.
28
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:Meanwhile I remain, J\tiost honourable Baron and Governor,
most respectfully
Your humble servant,
EM.

SWEDENBORG.

Stockholm? August 18, 1724.

D.
Swedenborg was absent on this commission until Nov. 2, but
was present again on November 2, 3, 4, 5.
Nov. 9.. There was read the Royal Warrant, elated
July 15, 1724, by which the well-born Assessor Emanuel
Swedenborg was appointed an ordinary Assessor in the Royal
College, with a salary of 800 dalers in silver.
Swedenborg was present: November 6, 7.
On Nov. 9 he handed in to the College of J.\<Iines a complaint against his aunt Brita Behm, 50 who was joint owner
with himself of the iron-works at Axmar, and who sought to
deprive him of the privilege of smelting in common with her
at the furnace.
Present: November 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
23, 24, 26, 27, 28; December, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 12, 15,
16, 17' 18, 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31.
DOCU1liENT 156.

SWEDENBORG'S LIFE AT THE COLLEGE IN 1725.*
Swedenborg present at the College: January 4, 7, 8, 9, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29;
February 1, 4.
Feb. 4, §. 8. After Assessor Swedenborg rose from the
board and left the room, the memorial was read which he
handed in on November 9th of last year, and in which he complained of the agent of Madam Brita Behm 50 at the ironworks of Axmar.
[An account of this difficulty and a summary of the proceedings before the College of 1\Iines is given in Document 12~,
Section IV, to which we refer our readers.]

* Extracted

from the :Minutes of the College of l\Iines for 1725.
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Sweden borg present again at the College: Feb. 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15.
Feb. 15. §. 9. Assessor Swedenborg stated in a report,
that he had examined all the machines and models belonging
to the College of 1\Iines, and he desires an appropriation of
50 dalers in silver, in order to repair them. ~rhe appropriation was passed.
§. 10. In another memorial, Swedenborg asks whether it
would not be usef\1l to import from England an air-pump,
which might he done for 1000 dalers in copper. He also
asks the College to have models taken of the machines used
in raising the ore from the mines. Resolved, to see what
appropriation can be made for this purpose from the funds
of the mechanical laboratory.
§. 11. Another memorial from Swedenhorg was read, in
which he proposed that a hoisting-machine, invented by
Polhem, should be removed to the college, and placed in the
same room with the other machines.
Swedenborg present: Feb. 16, 17.
Feb. 17. Resolved that Assessor Sweclenborg be instructed
to order an air-pump from England for the use of the College.
Swedenborg present: Feb. 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25.
Feb. 25. The case of E. Swedenborg v. Brita Belnn 60
was again taken up.
Swedenhorg present: Feb. 26, 27.
Feb. 27. The case of E. Swedenborg v. Brita Behm 50
was continued.
l\larch 1. This case was concluded before the College of
1\lines.
Swedenborg present at the College: l\iarch 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27; April 1, 2,
B, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30; l\lay 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 25, 26, 27.
:May 27. A memorial by Swedenborg was read, in which
he proposes that a letter be addressed to the king, asking
him to graut that the air-pump be allowed to enter Stockholm
free of lluty. Resolution passed.
Sweden borg present: l\lay 28, 29, 31.
l\lay 31. It was resolved that Assessor Swedenborg
28*

436

SWEDENBORG'S OFFICIAL LIFE.

[Doc. 156.

be appointed on the commission superintending the iron-forges
outside the mining districts, instead of Assessor Bergenstierna/ 25
who is prevented by illness.
Swedenborg present: June 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12,
(absent 14,) 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30.
July 1. An appropriation of 200 dalers in silver was
made to cover the expenses of the commission on iron-works,
on which Sweclenborg had been engaged with Assessor
Bergenstierna.
Swedenborg present: July 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16.
Assessors Bergenstierna, 125 Benzelstierna, 8 and Swedenborg were absent until October 29, on certain duties in the
mining districts.
Swedenborg present again: October 29, 30; November 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19, 22, 23, 24, (on the 25th
Assessors Benzelstierna and E. Swedenborg absent on certain
commissions and deputations), 26, 27, December 2, 3, 4.
Dec. 4. An account was handed in of the expenses of
the commission in W ermeland and Philipstad for the examination of some iron and copper works; the commission consisting of Assessors Bergenstierna and Swedenborg, and Auscultant Bergenstierna. The accounts were approved and
passed.
Swedenborg present: December 6, 7, 8, 9.
Dec. 9. Resolution passed to pay to each of the Assessors,
203 dalers.
Swedenborg present: Dec. 10, (on the 11th absent on business with custom-house,) 13, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, (on the 22th
Swedenborg and two other Assessors meet the Royal College
in the House of Nobles in order to confer on custom-house
affairs,) 23, 24.

DOCUJIENT 157.

SWEDENBORG'S LIFE AT THE COLLEGE IN 1726.*
Jan. 18, 19. Assessors Benzelstierna and Swedenborg have
not yet returned, the former of them being indisposed.
Sweden borg present again at the College : .Tan nary 28,
29, 31; February I, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28; 1\larch 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9,
10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29,
30, 31; April2, 4. 5, 6, 7, 9, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25.
April 25. The Secretary reported, that the correspondence
between Assessors Bergenstierna, Benzelstierna, and Swedenborg about precedence in the Royal College had been received.
Resolved, to wait until Cederstedt, the Councillor of l\lines, return.
Swedenborg present: April 27, 28; l\fay 2, 3, 4, 5.
l\Iay 4 and 5. A correspondence between Assessors Bergenstierna, Benzelstierna, and Swedenborg on the one hand, and
Assessor Swab 66 on the other, in which the latter claims precedence of the former, was read aml discussed.
Swedenborg present: l\Iay 7, 9, 10, 12, 13) 14, 16, 17,
20, 21, 26, 27, 28.
.
June 3. An application was made to the commission consisting of Assessors Benzelstierna and Swedenborg to adjust difficulties between the iron and copper works which they
visited last year.
Swedenborg present: June 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16,
18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30; July 1, 4, 5, 6, 8.
July 8. An appropriation was made in order to enable
Assessors Bergenstierna 125 and Swedenborg to proceed to
'V ermeland again, to adjust the difficulties there.
Sweclenborg present: July 9, 11.
July 12. Assessors Bergenstierna and Sweden borg take
their leave of the College, and are away until August 31.
Swedenborg present again: Sept. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, (from the 7th
to lOth, the members of the College went to the House of

*
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Nobles, to transact business there,) 13, (from the 14th to
16th, the members of the College were again at the House of
Nobles,) 17, 19, 26, 28; October 1, 3, 4, 10, 12, 15, 17, 20,
21, 31, (absent Nov. 2,) 5, 7, 9, 10, (absent on the 11th,) 12,
14, (absent the 17th,) 18, 19, 21, (absent on the 23rd and
25th,) 26; December 1, 2, (absent oil the 3rd,) 5, 6, 7, (absent
the 9th,) 10, (absent the 14th,) 17, 22, (absent the 23rd,) 24, 31.

DOCUjfEl-lT 158.

SvVEDENBORG'S LIFE AT THE COLLEGE
FROM 1727 TO 1732.*

A.
1727. January, present the whole month, except on the
18th; (absent from Jan. 30 to Feb. 11 ;) Febuary, present the
rest of the month, except on the 25th; 1\!Iarch, present the whole
month, except on the 8th and 24th; April, present the whole
month, except on the 12th; May, present the whole month, except on the 19th and 25th; June, present the whole month, except on the 6th, 8th, 20th, 23th; July, present the whole month.
Recess from July 29 to September 26.
September, present from 26th to'30th; October, present the
whole month, except on the 7th; November, present the whole
month; December, present the whole month.

B.
1728. January, present the whole month ; February, present the whole month; :March, present the whole month.
April, present on the 1st, (on the 2nd, the College went to
the House of Nobles to confer with the other Colleges,) (absent
3, 4, 6,) 8, (absent 9, 10,) 11, (absent 12, 13, 15, 16,) 17, (absent
18, 20, 25,) 27, (absent 29, 30;) l\Iay, (absent 2, 3, 4, 6,) 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, (absent 13, 14, 15,) 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,
(absent 27,) 28, 29, 31; June, 1, 3, 4, (absent 5,) 6, 7, (absent
13, 14, 15), 17, 18, 19 (application was made for the expenses of
the commission on which Sweclenborg was engaged in 1726,) 20.

*
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Recess from June 20 to October 3.
October, present the whole month; November, present the
whole month; December, present the whole month, except on
the 20th.

c.

1729. January, present the whole month, except on the
11th; February, present the whole month, except on the 1st;
~larch, present the whole month, except on the 3rd; April,
present the whole month, (on the 7th, Count Bjelke was notiified that Assessors Bergenstierna and Swedenborg would come
in summer, and continue the inspection of iron· works around
Stora koppar berget); l\Iay, present the whole month, except
on the 12th; June, present the whole month; July, present
the whole month. Recess from July 24 to September 9.
Swedenborg absent on the inspection of the iron-forges, until
October 27; October, present the rest of the month; November,
present th~ whole month; December, present the whole month.

D.
1730. January, present the whole month, except on the 5th;
February, present the whole month, except on the 28th; March,
present the whole month; April, present the whole month; May,
present the whole month; June, present to June 8.
June 8. §. 2. There was read and put on file a gracious
letter from the King, which had arrived on June 4, in which
it is ordered, that, on account of the promotion of Assessor
LeyeP 03 to the vacant councillorship of mines, Assessor Swedenborg who baJ hitherto only a salary of 800 dalers in silver,
should he promoted to the full salary of an ordinary assessor.
'I.' he purport of this letter is as follows:
THE KING TO TilE COLLEGE OF MINES.*

Frederic, by the grace of God, King of Sweden, Gothia,
'\V endia, etc. Landgrave of Hesse, etc.
Our especial favour and gracious pleasure, under
God Almighty, to the true men and servants, to the President,
as well as the Councillors of l\Iines and all the Assessors. '\V e
have had graciously read before us your humble proposition, dated
+

in

Preserved in the College of l\lines among the Royal Letters recoived
1730, p. 248.
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the 1st inst., respecting the successor to the late Councillor
of Commerce, Anders Stromer, 123 for which you have humbly
nominated the Assessors Adam Leyel, 103 Anders Swab, 66 and
Johan Bergenstierna; 125 at the same time submitting it to our
most gracious pleasure whether we would not consent that
Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg, who· has hitherto enjoyed only
the salary of l\Iaster of 1\lines at Fahlun, might succeed to
the assessor's salary, which, by our gracious assent to the
proposed successor, would become vacant. And as we have
most graciously consented that a warrant should be made out
for the vacant office of a Councillor of 1\-Iines above-mentioned
in favour of Assessor Leyel, we at the same time most
graciously assent that Assessor Swedenborg receive the
salary of an ordinary Assessor after him, and we herewith
make this most graciously known to you. We commend you
graciously to God Almighty.
FREDERIC.

Carlberg, June 4, 1730.
Swedenborg present June 9, 10.
June 10. A letter was made out, in which Assessors
Bergenstierna 125 and Swedenborg are instructed, that in the
ensuing month they are to inspect the forest lands belonging
to the iron-works around Fahlun, and that they are to report
respecting their condition, etc.
Swedenborg present to June 26.
June 26. Preparations are made for the commission on which
Assessors Bergenstierna and Sweclenborg are about to depart.
Swedenborg present till July 16.
Recess till September 10; Swedenborgabsenttill September22.
Swedenborg present the rest of September; October, present
the whole month; November, present the whole month, except
on the 24th; December, present the whole month.

E.
1731. January, present the whole month, (On the 23rd, the
members of the College were at the House of Nobles; Swedenborg absent from 23 to 30 ;) February, present the whole month,
except on the 13th; 1\farch, present to 9th, (absent 10, 11,) 12,
(absent 13,) present to 19th, (absent 20,) 22, 23 (absent 24,
26, 27, on business at the House of Nobles,) 29, 30.

Doc. 159.]
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Swedenborg absent from the College of .Mines on account
of illness (opasslig) from :March 31 to 1\iiay 4.
Sweden borg present the rest of the month of l\Iay; June,
(absent on the 1st, when he went with Councillor LeyeP 03 and
Assessor Benzelstierna 8 to the House of Nobles,) present the
rest of the month; July, present frt>m 1st to 12th; (the commission of Assessor Sweclenborg and Councillor of :Mines
Bergenstierna is to be continued this summer; they are to examine the iron-works around Orebro,) present July 28.
Bergenstierna and Swedenborg absent till October 9;
Swedenborg present the rest of the month; November, present
the whole month; December, 11resent the whole month, except
on the 1st when he was unwell.

F.
1732. January, Sweclenborg present to 6th, (unwell, 7, 8,)
present till 14th, (15th, on a commission), present to 24th, (unwell,
:26th,) present the rest of the month; February, present the whole
month, (on 28th, Swedenborg sent in his account about the repairs of the machines;) March, present the whole month, except
21st, on the commission on coinage; April, present till 15th,
(unwell, 17th,) present during the rest of the month; l\Iay, present the whole month; June, present till 8th, (on the lOth, Assessor Swedenborg desires to be excused,) present the rest of the
month; July, present to 26th; August, (absent on 1st and 8th,)
present 26, 29; September, present from 6th to the end of month;
October, present till 13th, (unwell, 14th,) present 16, 17, (unwell
from 18th to 27th October,) present 30, 31; November, present
the whole month; December, present the 'vhole month.

DOCU}.fENT 159.

8\VEDENBORG APPLIES FOR LEAVE OF .A.BSENCE
IN 1733.
[The volumes containing the Proceedings of the College of
l\Iines of this year are missing; but in the State Archives (RiksA1·kivet), among the acts of the Council of State for this year, there
was founJ the following memorial, addressed to the King by
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the College of l\fines, in which they recommend him to grant
Emanuel Swedenborg leave of absence for nine months, to
enable him to print his "Opera Philosophica et 111ineralia" in
Dresden. From the same memorial it also appears, that Emanuel
Swedenborg had previously applie~ to the King himself for
leave of absence, and that his application had been referred
to the College of l\fines.]

A.
THE COLLEGE OF MINES TO HIS JJIAJESTY, THE KING.*

l\Iost mighty and most gracious King.
As your Royal l\Iajesty has been graciously
pleased to require a humble opinion of the College respecting
Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg's humble petition, which he
presented to Your l\Iajesty, and wherein he applies for leave
of absence for nine months, to enable him to proceed to
Dresden, there to superintend the printing of a work he has
written, in which, besides other things, he treats of the processes of smelting and working metals in the various mines
of Europe, with several other matters connected with mining
and other subjects; the College has nothing to observe with
regard to this humble petition of Assessor Sweclenborg, except
that it is well known to the College that he has with commendable industry, perseverance, and care, written much pertaining to mining, which is useful and which the College
would very much like to see printed. And as the Assessor's
1)l'esence at the printing-office abroad is necessary, in order
that his work may be published with greater accuracy, the
College submits it to your Royal l\Iajesty's consideration,
whether the petition of the above-named Assessor ought not to
be granted. And although by the absence of the Assessor the
College will no longer have its full number, so as to be able
to pronounce judgment; still, in accordance with the Royal
Letters, dated March 5, 1688, and Nov. 12, 1702, it will, in
all matters where a judgment has to be given, associate with
itself the Secretary or Treasurer of the College, so that none
of the duties and requirements of the College may be delayed

* This Document is preserved in the State-Archives ( Riks-A1·kivet), in
Stockholm among the Letterfl addressed to the King in 1733.
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or neglected, during the short time of the Assessor's absence.
'V e remain, with all the dutifulness and obedience of subjects
to the hour of our death, l\fost Gracious King,
Your Royall\lajesty's humble and true servants and subjects,
J. Bergenstierna. 125 L. B enzelstierna. 8 C. Rib bing. 101
G. V alerius. 126 01. Colling.
127

NILs

PoRA'l'H.

Stockholm, April 14, 1733.
[This was read in the Council of State, April 17, 1733; and
it was resolved that inasmuch as Assessor Swedenhorg can more
advantageously contract for the publication of the above-mentioned
work abroad than here in Sweden, and as it is necessary for him
to be present there to read the proof-sheets, leave is granted
to him for nine months, so that he may proceed to Germany.
The Royal Decree granting this leave follows herewith:]

B.
THE KING'S DECREE.*

Frederic, by the grace of God, King of Sweden, Gothia,
\V endia, etc. Lanclgrave of Hesse, etc.
Our especial favour and gracious pleasure, under
Gou Almighty, to the true men and servants, the President,
Councillor of .Mines, and Assessors. \V e have graciously had
read to us your humble opinion concerning Assessor Emanuel
Swedenborg's petition, which he presented to us, and wherein
he prayed to be allowed to go for nine months to Dresden,
to superintend the printing of a work which he has
written respecting the processes of smelting and working
the metals in the various mines of Europe, with several
other matters relating to mining, and to other subjects. You
submitted to our gracious consideration whether the petition
of the above-named Assessor ought not to be granted. And
inasmuch as we are willing, because of the arguments and
reasons advanced by you, to give our approval and assent,
we therefore make this graciously known to you herewith.
'Ve hereby commend you to the grace of God Almighty.
FREDERIC.

The Council-Chamber, Stockholm, April 17, 1733.

* From His Royal ::\Iajesty's Letters, eto. of 1i33 & 1i34, under tho
date of April 17, 1i33, in the College of l\Iiues.

DOCUMENT 160.

SWEDENBORG'S LEAVE OF· ABSENCE IN 1734.*

A.
A. Jan. 3. (Assessor Swedenborg absent on his journey
abroad to Saxony.)
January 26. §. 1. There was read a letter which had arrived from Emanuel Sweclenborg this day, elated Leipzig, the
19th of the present month of this year, in which he applies for
a few months' prolongation of the permission to stay abroad,
which had been graciously granted him by the King, as
the work he has in the press cannot be finished before the
coming Easter, and as in the interests of that work he desires
to make a trip to Luneburg and Cassel, and also promises
to return here during the next summer.
Resolved. As Assessor Sweclenborg has not yet finished the
work which he has in the press, aud as he, moreover, intends
on his return home to make a trip to Liineburg and Cassel,
the Royal College decree that this desired prolongation cannot be denied him.
[The following is a translation of said letter:]

B.
SWEDJi.'NBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF JJIINE8. f

Most well-born Baron and President, as well as well-born
and esteemed Councillors of 1\;Iines, and Assessors.
As at the close of next February the leave
graciously granted me by His Royal lVIajesty expires, I feel
constrained in great humility to ask the most well-born
President, and most hono"Q.rable Royal College for a prolongation of my leave of absence for a few months; because that
time will be most important to me, as I am at last under

* From

the 1\Iinutes of the College of 1\Iines for 1734.

t Preserved in the College of 1\Iines among the Bref och Suppliquer
for 1734, p. 27.
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way with the press-work, and. fully at work, and. as I am
assured, and find by the preparations that have been rnade,
that I shall have finished it by the coming Easter; but, in order
to accomplish this in the manner it ought to he done, it is
indispensable that I should. remain on the spot. Besides, it
would be almost impossible for me to start for home during
the present or the coming month; and. the state of my
health will not perrnit me to make so long a journey as
would have to be made by Hamburg, Copenhagen, and thence
onwards, during the winter season. If I should obtain from
the well-born Baron and. President, and the most honourable
College this extension of my leave of absence, there might
likewise be granted me the permission, for which I pray with
the same humility, that on account of some private affairs
I might make from here a tour to Liineburg and Cassel; and
as I shall require for this purpose four or five weeks only,
I hope that I may return early in the coming surnmer, with
all my work done, and may be able to pay my respects to
the well-born Baron and President, and to the most honourable
Royal College. I remain with profound. respect, most wellborn Baron and President, and most honourable Royal College,
Your most humble servant,
El'!IAN. SwEDENBORG.

Leipzig, January 19, 1734.

c.
Swedenborg present again at the College, .July 4, 5
(Councillor of :Mines LeyeP 03 and Assessor Sweclenborg were
engaged in the laboratory of the College of :Mines, examining
the candidates who applied for the situation of Assay .Master
at Sahlberget,) 6, (Swedenborg examined two candidates in
the art of assaying,) present till the 17th, (on the 18th the
members of the College called upon the King at Carlberg,
it being his name-day,) present the rest of the month; August,
present to the 11th, (on the 12th and 13th the memhers of
the College were absent on business connected with the
Swedish Diet,) present the rest of the mouth; September,
present the whole month; October, present the whole month,
(on 31st, Assessor Swedeuhorg in the House of N'obles,)
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November, (on 6th and 18th, Swedenborg went to the House of
Nobles,) present the rest of the month; December, (absent
7, 11 to 13, in the House of Nobles, on the 14th the sermon
before the Swedish Diet was delivered,) present the rest of
the month.

DOCU1lfENT 161.

SWEDENBORG'S LIFE AT THE COLLEGE IN 1735.*
January, present the whole month; February, present the
whole month; March, (unwell, 22nd,) present the whole month;
April, present to the 19th, (unwell from 21st to 2Gth,) present
the rest of the month; l\fay? present the whole month.
1\.fay 17. An order was read instructing Assessors Swedenborg and Valerius, 126 to inspect, during the course of the
summer, the whole of the copper-works at Fahlun, and report
respecting the buildings, shafts, etc.
June, present to 5th, (appropriation of money granted to
defray the expenses of the Commission to Fahlun, Sahla, etc.
during the ensuing summer,) present to the 16th. On the
17th, Assessors Benzelstierna, 8 Swedenborg, and Valerius 126
departed on their respective commissions to the mining
districts.
Recess to September 3.
September, present the whole month ; October, (absent
on the 3rd,) present the whole month; November, present the
whole month; December, present the whole month to the 23rd.

* From

the l\Iinutes of the College of l\Iines for 1735.
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S\VEDE~TJ30RG'S

SECOND APPLICATION FOR
LEAVE OF ABSENCE IN 1736.*

A.
January, present to the 1Oth.
January 10. §. 1. Assessors Lars Benzelstierna8 and
Emanuel Swedenborg having informed the Royal College
that they were under the necessity of travelling to \Vest
Gothland to be present at the funeral of their father-in-law
a.ncl father, Dr. J esper Swedberg, Bishop of Skara, for
which the 29th of the present month had been appointed,
and the above-named Assessors having desired the Royal
College to support with His Royal .Majesty their humble application for leave of absence for three or four weeks, that
they might make that journey: Resolved, that this application
be in all humility made to His Royal 1\Iajesty by letter, and
that His Royal :Majesty be asked to assent to the same.
Sweden borg present from 12th to 15th January.
January 15. §. 2. His Royal 1\Iajesty graciously assents
by letter to Assessors Benzelstierna and Swedenborg receiving leave of absence for from three to four weeks, in
order that they may proceed to \Vest Gothland, to be present
at the funeral of their late father-in-law and father, Bishop
Swedberg.
Swedenborg present on .January 16, 17.
January 19. Assessors Benzelstierna and Sweden borg left
for 'Vest Gothland with the gracious permission of His Royal
:Majesty.
February, (Swedenborg absent the whole month at his father's
burial;) l\Iarch, present the whole month; April, present the
whole month; l\Iay, present to the 26th.

* From

the :\Iinutes of the College of Mines for 1736.
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l\Iay 26. The following letter was read, which had been
addressed by Emanuel Swedenborg to the King, and which
had been referred by His :Majesty to the College of l\Iines:

B.
SWEDENBORG TO HIS JliAJESTY, THE KING.*

Presented May 27, 1736.
l\fost mighty and most gracious King,
I thank Your Royall\Iajesty most humbly for
the great favour you conferred upon me several years ago in
graciously granting me leave of absence, by which I was enabled
to spend about a year abroad, and to see through the press a
work on which I was then engaged. On my return I had
the honour of humbly presenting to Your Royal l\Iajesty
that work, which consisted of instructions and descriptions in
metallurgy, and also of some new principles in philosophy.
But as that work was only a beginning, and a part of what
I had intended to work out more fully, as I had announced and promised in my former work; I therefore feel
bound to do what I have promised, and to accomplish what
has been begun, and am obliged, for this purpose, to employ
all possible diligence, to bring it to a successful issue. But
as from my own experience I see clearly that it is impossible for me to fulfil this promise, or to elaborate a work
requiring great thought and diligence, with that coherence
and accuracy which it demands, and at the same time to
apply my time and thoughts to public occupations and to my
official duties at the Royal College, to which I am bound in
duty to attend; and as this very impossibility prevents my
doing justice to both these kinds of works, as the work which
in all humility I mentioned above requires long and deep
thought, and a mind unencumbered by cares and troublestherefore because I am bound to fulfil my promise, I have
been induced to beg of Your Royal l\Iajesty, that, to enable
me to follow out this design, and this well-intentioned purpose,
and on account of the great extent of this work, you would

* This letter is preserved in the State Archives (Riks-A1·kivet) among
the Letters addressed to the King in 1736.
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graciously grant me leave to absent myself, during three or four
years, from the public duties in Your Royal :Majesty's College
of 1\Iines, and that you would allow me during that time, while
I elaborate and finish my work, to stay abroad in any place
where I may most conveniently carry on my work, i. e. where
I may find all necessary help in libraries, and may profit by
conferences with the learned, and where also I may publish
my work when it is finished, which cannot be done at horne in
this country. I meanwhile entertain the hope, that this work
will probably be of use to the public, and that it will have at
least the effect upon the common opinion among the learned,
that there are some in our dear native land who can elaborate and publish some things for the general good in science
and literature, upon which other nations pride themselves in
comparison with ourselves.
I feel so much the more assured in all humility of the
most gracious assent of Your Royal 1\fajesty, inasmuch as
Your 1\Iajesty's and the Country's College of 1\fines will, at
Your Royal l\1ajesty's gracious command, make an humble
proposition to you, how this whole matter may be best accomplished, without any part of Your Royal 1_\;fajesty's service
heing neglected. I remain, to the hour of death, most gracious
King, Your Royal 1\Iajesty's
1\Iost humble and faithful servant and subject,
El\'IAN. SwEDENBORG.

His Royal 1\fajesty graciously desires upon this subject
the humble opinion of His 1\Iajesty's and the Country's College
of :Mines.
By the most gracious command,

0.

CEDERSTUOM. 128

Stockholm, 1\Iay 24, 1736.
After this letter had been read Assessor Swedenhorg expressed himself orally, that, for the sake of finishing the work
he had commenced, he required to be free and away from his
official duties for three or four years, even as he had mentioned
in his humble petition to the King; and as he is well aware
of the importance of having these duties meanwhile attended
29
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to by an able and experienced man, well acquainted with
them, he desires to give up half of his salary, or 600 dalers
in silver, and he will not claim' them back, until some vacancy
arise; that this portion of his salary be employed under the
direction of the Royal College in increasing the pay of those
next in order, according to their services, and the trouble
they may undergo, and that the Assessor, upon his return,
have his seat an<.t vote in the College again.
After the Assessor had left the room, and the Royal College
had discussed the subject of some length, they Resolved that
in consideration of the above circumstances the College had
no objections to any part of the Assessor's humble petition,
but that they submit the whole subject to the gracious
pleasure of His Royal Majesty; and should the King give His
gracious assent to the Assessor's proposition, when it would
become the duty of the Royal College to declare in what
manner the duties of Assessor Swedenborg would have to be
fulfilled, the College recommend to the King that Secretary
Porath 127 should receive 300 dalers in silver, and Attorney
Bierchenius 129 and Notary Thunberg Olofsolm should together
receive 300 dalers in silver of Swedenborg's half salary, so
that these three might fill his place during his absence.
[Swedenborg submitted his own propositions to the College
in the following letter:]

B.
SWEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF llliNES.*

Received and read on l\Iay 26, 1736.
I thank the most honourable Royal College most humbly, for having taken into consideration the arguments and
motives contained in the petition which I handed in, in all
humility, to His Royal l\Iajesty, and which have induced me
in all humility to apply for leave of absence for three or four
years, during which I might absent myself from my duties in

* Preserved among the letters ( Bref och Supplique1'} addressed to the
College in 173o, p. 77.
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the Royal College, and employ my time in elaborating a useful work, which will be a continuation of the previous one,
published three years ago. I presume the Royal College
understands fully, that in this matter I 'have no other object
and no other end in view, but simply to elaborate the
above-mentioned work, and the Royal Col1ege probably
entertains so much the less doubt on this subject, because I
have the good fortune of having been known in the Royal
College for so many years; moreover, the former work may serve
as a proof of what I accomplished during that journey, from
which I had nothing but trouble and expense, anJ the only
pleasure which I experienced being that which I felt when the
work was brought to a close. In order that the business at
the Royal College may be in no wise interfered with during
my absence, and that no inconvenience may arise therefrom
I leave half of my salary at the disposal of those who perform the service. I hope that the Royal College will allow
me to retain the other half, in consideration partly of the
well-intentioned and useful design I have in view, and partly
because I have been an Assessor in the Royal College for
twenty years. It will both cheer me on and be an assistance
in my proposed undertaking, which will be sufficiently ex..
pensive.
E~I. SWEDENBORG.

Stockholm, l\Iay 26, 1736.
[The resolution at which the Royal College had arrived
was colllruunicated to the King in the following melllorial :]

452

STVEDENBORG'S OFFICIAL LIFE.

[Doc. 162.

c.
THE COLLEGE OF liTINES TO TREtKING.*

Received May 31, 1736.
College of 1\Iines, 1\fay 26, 1736.
1\fost mighty and Most gracious King,
Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg has informecl
Your Royal Majesty in a humble petition, that the work
which he published abroad two years ago, and which consists
of instructions and descriptions in metallurgy, and also of
new principles in philosophy, was merely an introductory
part of what he has intended to develop more fully, of
which he has also spoken in his former work, and which
additional part he has likewise promised to publish. But as he
cannot elaborate such a work, requiring profound thought and
much labour, with that coherence and accuracy which it demands,
so long a£ he must apply his time and thoughts to his public
official duties at the College, therefore, in order to follow out
his design, and his well-meant purpose, and on account of
the great extent of this work, he begs in all humility gracious
leave to absent himself for three or four years from the College,
and to bring this above-mentioned work to a close abroad.
As your Royal :Majesty has graciously instructed the
College to express a humble opinion with regard to this
petition, the College first of all took occasion to hear further
particulars concerning his design from Assessor Swedenborg
himself, when he declared, that inasmuch as it was necessary
for him, in order to accomplish his work, to be free and
relieved from his office for three or four years (as he has himself
stated in humility), and as he well understands, that it is of
great importance that this office should be filled meanwhile by an
able man who has acquired experience in these matters, he is on
that account willing to give up half his salary, or 600 dalers
in silver, and not to demand this again until a new vacancy
occurs; so that the College may have this part of his salary
at its disposal, and that it may accrue to the benefit of the

* Preserved in the "Riks-Arkivet" among the letters adclressecl to the
King in 1736.
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immediate officers in order, according to the services that each
may perform, and according to the trouble each may take upon
himself; moreover, the above-named Assessor shall upon ills return to the College be entitled again to his former seat and vote.
Under these circumstances the College has nothing to object to the above-named Assessor's humble petition, but submits it to Your Royal :Majesty's most gracious approval;
but as, should the College obtain the Royal assent in this
matter, it will devolve upon the College to determine how the
Assessor's office may meanwhile be appropriately tilled, it
submits for tlris purpose to Your Royal :Majesty's gracious
consideration, in all humility, whether the Secretary of the
College, Nils Porath, 127 who, on account of his ability and experience in everything belonging to ruining matters, aml his
long and faithful services, has already been twice, in all
humility, proposed for an Assessor of the College, may not
in addition to his salary as Secretary receive 300 dalers in
silver, out of the half salary of Assessor Swedenhorg, and in
return fulfil in all its parts the office of Assessor, while the
fiscal advocate, Hans Bierchenius, 129 would fill the place of
secretary, and the eldest notary, Thunberg Olofsohn, perform
the function of the fiscal advocate, both on their former
salaries; both of these, also, on account of their ability and
the knowledge they had aquired, had been already 1n·oposed
for these very offices; further, whether he who may be entrusted
by the College with the notary's office, after Thunberg, and
who has hitherto served without salary, may enjoy as a partial
support the remaining 300 dalers in silver. In this manner
Your Royal l\Iajesty's service will be best fulfilled and done,
and notlring will he delayed or neglected. Upon this proposal Your Royal l\fajesty's most gracious decision is awaited
in humble submission. "\Ve remain to the last, most gracious
king, Your Royal l\1ajesty's
l\fost humble and faithful servants and subjects,
C. RmBING. 101 An. LEYELL. 103 J. BERGENSTIERNA. 125
G. VALLERius. 126 OL. CoLLING.
For the Secretary, CARL .1\lEURMANN.
To His Royal l\fajesty in all humility.

454

STVEDEKBORG'S OFFICIAL LIFE.

[Doc. 162.

[This was read in the Council of State on June 1, 1736,
and it was Resolved, that, in accordance with the letter of the
College, leave be granted to Assessor Swedenborg to travel
abroad, which resolution is to be despatched at once; further,
au answer is to be sent to the College of Mines, that their
recommendation has been agreed to.
The Royal Decree granting leave of absence to Emanuel
Swedenborg for three or four years, is dated June 1, and
reads as follows:

D.
ROYAL DECREE.

June 1, 1736.
Frederic, by the grace of God, King of Sweden, Gothia,
W endia, etc. Laudgrave of Hesse, etc.
Our especial favour and gracious pleasure,
under God Almighty, to the true men and servants, the President,
Councillors of :Mines, and Assessors. From your humble opinion,
dated l\Iay 26, concerning the humble petition handed in to us
by Assessor Swedenborg, in which he begs that he may be
allowed to absent himself for three or four years from the College, to finish at some place abroad his work on metallurgy
and some new 1n·inciples in philosophy, which has been
commenced by him, we have graciously observed, that you
took occasion to hear some further particulars concerning the
proposed plan from the above-mentioned Assessor, when he
declared, that, in case his petition be granted, he saw the
importance of his place being filled meanwhile by an able
man, and that he was on this account willing to give up half
his salary, or 600 dalers in silver, and not to demand it
again, until a vacancy should occur, so that this salary may
be at the disposal of the College, and may accrue for the
benefit of the immediate officers in order, and also that he
should upon his return to the College be entitled again to his
former seat and vote; as we have further observed that under
these circumstances you have nothing to object to the abovementioned petition, and as in case we give our conseut

* Preserved in the College of l\Iines among the letters from His Royal
Majesty, for the years 1736, 1737, p. 165.
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and grant the leave of absence petitioned for by Assessor
~wedenborg, you submit to our gracious consideration, whether
~ecretary Nils Porath 127 may not in the mean time, in addition
to his salary as Secretary, receive 300 dalers in silver from
the half salary of Swedenborg, and in return fulfil in all its
llarts the office of Assessor, while the fiscal advocate Hans
Bierchenius 129 would fill the place of secretary, and the eldest
notary Anders Thunberg Olofsolm the office of fiscal advocate,
both on their former salaries, and also that, according to you,
he who is to be entrusted by you with the post of notary after
Thunberg, and who has hitherto served without salary, should
enjoy as a partial support the remaining 300 dalers in silver,
in which manner you think our service in these offices will
be best fulfilled, and nothing delayed or neglected. This we
have taken into consideration, and inasmuch as we are willing
to give our gracious approval and assent to that which you
have in humility proposed to us in regard to both these
measures, we therefore notify you graciously of this our answer
and instruction. And we hereby commend you to the grace
of God Almighty.
FREDERIC.

The Council-chamber, Stockholm, June 1, 1736.
This decree was presented to the College of l\1ines on
June 12, 1736.
Swedenhorg present in the College till June 19.
June 19. §. 5. His Royall\Iajesty's gracious letter, dated
June I, was read, in which leave is granted to Emanuel
Swedenborg to stay abroad for three or four years, that he
may finish his work on metallurgy and on new principles
in Philosophy, etc.
The King also acceded to the propositions of the College
that Secretary Porath 127 should fill s,vedenborg's place; l\fr.
Bierchenius, 129 Porath's place; and Thunberg Olofsolm that of
Bierchenius, and that they should divide htdf of ~wedenborg's
salary, in the proportions proposed.
Swedenhorg present during the rest of the mouth; July,
present to the 8th, (absent on the 9th;) on July 10 the
Assessors took their departure.

DOCU1lfENT 163.

SWEDENBORG'S CONNECTION WITH THE
COLLEGE FRO~l 1737 TO 1742.*
February 21, 1737. An application was made by :Messrs.
Roman and Hultman for Swedenborg's salary.
1738. Sweclenborg absent during the whole year.
1739. Sweclenborg absent during the whole year.
1740. Sweclenborg absent until November 3; November,
present the whole month; December, present the whole month,
to the 28th, (on the 8th and 9th he was in the House of Nobles.)
1741. January, present from 5th to 9th, (on 12th in the
House of Nobles,) present to the 16th, (on the 17th in the
House of Nobles,) 19th, (absent on the 20th and 21st,) present
the rest of the month; February, present to the 4th, (5th ancl
6th absent on a commission,) present the rest of the month;
March, (absent on the 5th,) present remaining part of the month;
April (absent on the 17th and 22nd,) present the rest of the
month; 1.\Iay, present the whole month; June, present the whole
month; July, present the whole month, (29th in the House of
Nobles;) August, present the whole month; September, present
the whole month; October, present 1, 2, (absent 3rd, unwell
from 5th to 8th; 9th prevented from being present by removing,) present the rest of the month; November, present the whole
month; December, (sick 16th,) present the rest of the month.
1742. January, (absent 11, unwell 12, 22,) present the rest of
the month; February, (absent 18,) present the rest of the month;
1.\larch, (unwell 23, 26, 27,) present the rest of the month;
April, (unwell 2, absent 23,) present the rest of the month;
l\Iay, present the whole month; June, present to the 29th, (on
30th went into the country;) July, (unwell 7, 8, 15,) present

* From

the Minutes of the College of l\Iines from 1737 to 1742.
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the rest of the month; August, present at the three sessions
of the College held during the month; September, present
from 1st to 9th, (lOth in the House of Nobles, 11th absent
on a commission,) present to the 15th, (16th in the House of
Nobles,) 18, (unwell 20,) present to 23rd, (unwell 24,) present
25, (27th in House of Nobles, 28th absent on a commission
urskillniug depntation,) present 30; October, (unwell on 1st, 2nd
in the House of Nobles,) present from 4 to 11, (12th absent
on a commission, 13th in the House of Nobles,) present from
14th to 30th; November, present to the 12th, (absent on 13th,)
present to 15th, (IGth aml 17th in the House of Nobles,) 18, HI,
(20th in the House of Nobles,) present from 22nd to 26th,
(27th prevented. by affairs of Diet,) 29; December, (5th absent
on a commission, 7th and 11th in the House of Nobles,) present
rest of the month to the 23nl.

D OCUJ.liE~N-T 164.

S"\VEDEXDORG'S THlHD APPLICATION FOH
LE.AVE OF . A.BSENUE IN 1743.

A.
EXTRACTS OF TilE llfiNUTES OF TilE COLLEGE OF JIINES.

January, 1743, (unwell on 1st,) present on 13th, (on 17th
in House of Nobles,) present from 18th to 26th, (unwell 27,
28, 29,) present on 30th; February, (in the House of Nobles
on 1st, lOth, and 19th; unwell 7th,) present rest of the month;
1\Iarch, (in the House of Nobles, 8, 16, 18, 19, 26; on a commission 2H,) present rest of the month; April, (absent 2; in the
House of Nobles 12, 14, 25; unwell 30,) present rest of the
month; 1\lay, (absent :28; in the House of Nobles 11, 14,)
present rest of month; June, (in the House of Nobles 1, 9, 14,)
present rest of the mouth to J nne 17.
June 17. The following letter addressed by Eman. Swedenborg to the College of :Mines was received and read:

a..

r
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B.
SWEDENBORG TO THE COLLEGE OF JIIINES.*

l\1ost well-born Baron and President, and also well-born and
esteemed Councillors of :Mines, and Assessors.
A few months ago I applied most humbly to
His Royal lVIajesty for gracious leave of absence, to make
a journey abroad on my own resources for the purpose of
seeing throug·h the press a work which is the continuation
and end of one which had been begun and promised ;
when I received orally the gracious answer through :Mr.
Boneauschold, 130 the Secretary of State, that my application had been graciously entertained, but that on a point of
order it ought to be announced first at the College. Now,
as ever since my return I have in addition to my official
duties constantly laboured to accomplish this work and as
I have now completed it so far, that after collecting some
necessary information in the libraries abroad, I shall be
able to publish it at once, and thus fulfil what I have
promised, and what is I find desired by many abroad; I
therefore entreat the honourable Royal College in the most
humble manner that it would kindly accede to my wishes.
As far as my individual preference and pleasure are concerned,
I can assure you that I should a thousand times prefer to
stay at home in my native country, where it would be a
pleasure to me to serve in so illustrious a College, and to
contribute my own small share to the public good; at the
same time to watch opportunities for improving my condition,
and attend to the little property I have acquired, and thus
live at home and have pleasant times, which, as long as
my health and means with God's help continue, nothing
woul<l disturb-than to travel abroad, exposing myself, at my
own by no means inconsiderable expense, to danger and
vexation, especially in these unquiet times, and undergoing
severe brain work and other hard labour with the probability
of meeting in the end with more unfavourable than favourable
judgments. But notwithstanding all this, I am influenced
interiorly by the desire and longing to produce during my

* This letter is preserved in the College of Mines among the Bref
och Suppliquer addressed to it in 1743, p. 93.
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life-time something real, which may be of use in the general scientific world and also to posterity, and in this way
to be useful to and even to please my native country;
and, if my wishes are realized, to obtain honour for it. But
if I any longer delay the carrying out of my design, I
might as well give it up altogether, as far as the increase
of honour and the decrease of my own interest in the work
are concerned. All this depends entirely upon the most
honourable Royal College advocating my well-meant purpose
with His :Majesty, by expressing its consent and approval
with regard to my intended journey; of which I entertain the
less doubt, as the honourable Royal College has always been
inclined to promote useful designs, and especially as I have
never yet asked, nor intenJ to ask, anything from the pulJlic
in return for all the trouhle and the great expenses I am
incurring, but, on the contrary, for the sake of promoting this
well-meant purpose, have given up of my own accord half
of my salary, and consequently an income which already
amounts to 12,600 dalm·s in copper, and as I am willing to
leave this at your disposal on the same terms as before, so
that during my absence nothing may be neglected in the
Royal College on my account. \Vith regard to the time that
will be required, I cannot determine anything, inasmuch as
the work which will be published will amount to about 500
sheets, and the despatch with which this can be clone will
depend on the publisher a.nd printer; hut I promise that on
my own part the most indefatigable inJustry shall be applied;
nay I am willing, if it is desired, to keep a journal of my
work, and to show that no time is wasted. 1.\Ioreover, it is
my own chief desire to bring this work to a close, and to
return to my country, to my office, and to my property, where
I shall, in tranquillity and ease, continue my larger work, the
Regnwn lllinerale, and thus be of actual use to the public at
large in those matters which properly belong to the Royal College.
I remain, and shall continue to remain, with profound
respect, most well-born Baron and President, and most
honourable Royal College,
Your most humble servant,

EM.

sWEDENBORG.
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[The College of 1\fines, acceding to Swedenborg's wishes,
addressed the following letter to the King in his behalf:]

c.
TH1i: COLLEGE OF liii:SE'J TO THE KING.*

:Most l\Iighty and most Gracious King,
Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg has expressed
to the College in writing his wish to make another journey
abroad, in order that after collecting some information in the
libraries there, he may complete and see through the press
a work begun and elaborated by him, which it is presumed
will he of use to the scientific world in general; and he
desires the College to make a humble application to Your
Royal :Majesty for a gracious leave of absence for this journey,
of which nevertheless he cannot prospectively determine the
length, inasmuch as the work which is to be printed amounts
to about 500 sheets, and the despatch with which this can be
clone depends upon the publisher and printer, yet it is hi~
greatest desire to bring this work to a close the earlier the
better, and to return home and continue here that greater work
which he has in hand, the Regnwn 1Jlinerale, and thus be
of actual use to the public in general, in those matters which
properly belong to the College. Now, as the above-mentioned
Assessor, during his last journey abroad, produced a clever
philosophical work, which he intends this time to complete and to bring to a close, and from which the scientific
world will derive pleasure and profit, and his country glory
and honour; and inasmuch as the last time he travelled
abroad Assessor Porath was appointed to perform his duties
in his absence, for which purpose Assessor Swedenborg gave
up half of his ordinary salary, and as he is willing to give
up this in the same manner as before, therefore the College
does not see any reason why the Assessor should not be
gratified in this his praiseworthy object, so that he may be
enabled to finish the work he has begun ; and it therefore
submits in all humility to Your :Majesty's gracious consideration, whether his petition respecting his journey ab-

* Preserved in the State Archives (Riks-.th·kivet) among the letters
addressed to the King in 1743.
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abroad, might not he graciously granted to him; and the
College remains with profound deference, most gracious King,
Your Royal :Majesty's
l\Iost humble and faithful servants and subjects,
GcsTAV R.ALAl\113. 102

J.

B:ERGENSTIERNA. 125

L.

BENZLSTIERNA. 8

G. v ALLERIUS. 126 HANS BIERCHENIUS. 129
Stockholm, June 17, 1743.
Head in the Council, June 30, 17 43, and approved.
Swedenborg present at the College, June 18th, (from 20th
to 2:2nd went into the country,) present rest of the month, July,
present to the 4th.
July 4. The following Royal Decree, dated June 30, was
received and read:
D.
ROYAL DECREE.*

June 30, 1743.
Frederic, by the grace of God, King of Sweden,
eudia, etc., Lamlgrave of Hesse, etc.
Gothia,
Our especial favour, and gracious pleasure,
under God Almighty, to the true men and servants, the Presie have noticed in
dent, Councillors of l\Iines, and Assessors.
your humble communication of the 17th inst., Assessor Swedenborg's petition, in which he asks to be permitted to make
another journey abroad, that, after collecting some information
in the libraries there, he may complete and see through
the press a work which has been begun by him; the abovementioned Assessor desiring, the sooner the better, to return
home again, and also to leave half his ordinary salary to
Assessor Porath, that he may perform his service during his
absence. And inasmuch as we, on account of your humble
application, are willing graciously to grant Assessor Swedenborg's petition, where he asks to be allowed to make another
journey abroad in the above-mentioned manner; we hereby
make this known to you, and instruct you to acquaint the
above-mentioned Assessor with it; and we commend you to the
grace of God Almighty.

'V

'V

~,REDER! C.

The Council-chamber, Stockholm, .Tune 30, 1743.

* Preserved in tho College of )lines among the letters fi·om the King
(Kongl. Jiajtts Bref, &c.) for 1741, 1742, 1743, J.l· ~90.
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Swedenborg present at the College: July 5th to 9th, (lith
in the House of Nobles,) present from 12th to 20th, (absent
21st, unwell 22nd.)
July 25. In agreement with the gracious leave obtained
from His Royal l\Ittjesty, Assessor Emanuel Sweclenborg left
for abroad.

DOCWIENT 165.

SWEDENBORG'S CONNECTION vVITH THE
COLLEGE FRO.M 1744 TO 1746.*
A.
Emanuel Swedenborg absent during the whole year, 1744.
B.
Emanuel Swedenborg absent to Aug. 22, 1745.
September, present at the College the whole month.
October, present to 9, (absent 10,) present 11 to 15, (absent 16,) present 17 to 19, (absent 21,) present to 29, (30,
B. Swedenborg prevented,) present 31.
November, (prevented on 2nd; absent 4,) present 5, (absent
6,) present 7, (absent 8, 9, 10,) present 12, (absent 13, 14, 15,)
present 1G to 1~, (unwell, 20,) present 21, (absent 22, 23,) present
25, (unwell, 26,) present 27, (unwell, 28,) present 29.
December, (unwell, 2; absent 3; unwell, 4,) present 5, (absent
6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12,) present 13, (absent 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 30.)

c.
1746. January, (absent to 21,) present 22, (absent 24; unwell, 27, 28, 29,) present 30, (unwell 31.)
February, (unwell 1; absent 3,) present 4, (absent 5,)
present 6, (absent 7, 8; unwell 11,) present 12 to 20, (absent
21, 22,) present 25, 26, (absent 27,) present 28.
April, (absent 3, 4, 5,) present 7, 8, (absent 9, 10,) present 12,
14, (absent 15 to 26,) present 28, 29, (absent 30.)
l\Iarch, (absent I, 3,) present 4, 5, (absent 6, 7,) present 8 to
ll, (absent 12,) present 13, (absent 14,) present 15 to 18, (absent
19,) present 20, (absent 21,) present 24, (absent 25,) present
26, (absent 27.)
*From the ~Iinutes of the College of Mines from 1744 to 1746.
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l\Iay, present 2, (absent 3 to 7,) present 9, (absent 10, 12,)
present 13, (absent 14 to ~7,) present 28, 29, (absent 31.)
June, (absent 2,) present 3, 4, (absent 5 to 12,) present 13,
(absent 14, 16,) present 17, (absent 18 to 27,) present 30.
July, present on the 4th; but absent the rest of the month.
August, absent the whole month.
September, (absent to 13,) present 15, 16, (absent 17 to 23,)
present 24, (absent 25th to 30th; on 30th went to the House
of Nobles.)
October, present 1st, (absent 2nd to 18th; on 19th went as
a member to the House of Nobles,) present 21 to 25, (absent
27,) present 29, (absent 30, 31.)
November, present 3, (absent 4 to 8,) present 10, (absent
11 to 20,) present 21, (absent 2~ to 29.)
December, (absent I, 2,) present 3, (absent 11 to 16,) present
18, 19, (a1Jsent 20,) present 22, 23, 24, 30, 31.
DUCWJEN1' Hi6.
SWEDE~BORG'S

IlE'riRKi\IENT FRmi THE
COLLEGE m 1747.

A.
January, present 3, 5, (absent 8, 10,) present 12, (absent 13,)
present 14, (absent 15, 16,) present 17, 19, (absent 20,) present
21, (absent 22,) present 23 to 26, (absent 27,) present 28 to 31.
February, (absent 3,) present 4, (absent 5,) present 6, 7,
(absent 9,) present 10, (absent II,) present 12, (absent 13,)
present 14 to 17, (absent 18,) present 19 to 23, (absent 25,)
present 26, (absent 27,) present 28.
March, present 2 to 5, (absent 6,) present 7 to 11, (absent
12,) present 13 to 27, (absent 28, 30,) present 31.
April, (absent 1,) present 2, (absent 3, 4,) present 6, (absent
7,) present 8, 9, (absent 11,) present 13 to 16, (absent 17,)
present 18 to 21, (absent 22,) present 23, (absent 24, 25,)
present 27, 28, (absCDt 29.)
May, present 2, (absent 4,) present 5, 6, (absent 7,) present
8, 14, (absent 15, 16, 18,) present 1~, (absent 20,) present 21,
23, (absent 25, 26, 27,) present 28, 29.
* From the Jlinutcs of the College of ::\lines of 1747.
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June, present I to 3, (absent 4,) present 5, (absent 6,)
present 8, (absent 9, 10, 11,) present 12, (absent 13,) present 15.
On the retirement of Councillor Bergenstierna/25 from the
College of l\fines, in the spring of 17 4 7, the College had
unanimously recommended Assessor Swedenborg for the
vacant councillorship, but instead of applying to the I{ing for
this promotion in rank, Swedenborg on June 2nd wrote to
him the following letter, in which he requested permission to
retire from his office. This letter, which was discovered in the
Royal Archives, among the letters adressed to the King in 1747,
is as follows:

B.
SWEDENBORG TO THE KING.

:Most mighty and most gracious King,
Your Royal Majesty's College of l\fines, at
your behest, have s~nt in their humble proposition with regard
to the vacant place of Councillor of l\fines in their College,
and they have most humbly proposed me for this office in
prima loco; but as I feel it incumbent on me to finish the
work on which I am now engaged, I would most humbly ask
Your Royal Majesty to select another in my place for this
position, and most graciously release me from office.
But, as I have been for more than thirty years an Assessor
in Your Royal l\lajesty's College of l\lines, and have at my
own expense made several journeys abroad, both to visit
mines and other places; and as I have printed there several
works for the benefit and honour of my country, for which I
have never yet asked the least recompense from the public;
but, on the contrary, in order to be able to devote myself
without embarrassment to these well-intentioned objects, I
have given up half my salary, which, during the last eleven
years, has amounted to upwards of 20,000 rix-dalers in copper,
I therefore entertain the hope that you will graciously grant
my request, and will allow me to continue to draw the half
of my salary, as I do at present. I the less doubt that you
will grant my request, because I have performed the duties
of an Assessor ·for more than thirty years, and, as well as I
can remember, no favour has ever been de~ied me.
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It is, therefore, my humble wish, that you graciously
release me from office, hut 'vithout. bestowing upon me auy
higher rank; which I most earnestly beseech you not to do.
I further pray that I may receive half of my salary, and that
you will graciously grant me leave to go abroad, to some
place where 1 may finish the important work on which I am
now engaged.
I remain, with deep respect, my most gracious Sovereign,
Your Royal :Majesty's
l\Iost humble and dutiful suhject,
E:\L\N.

s WEDENTIOllG.

Stockholm, .June 2, 1747.
Head in the Con neil, June 12, allll agreed to.
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A.
HOY.AL DECR.EE ACCEPTING S\VEDENBORG'S
HESIGN.1\.rrlON. *
\V e, Frederic, by the grace of God, King of
Sweden, Gothland, \Vendland, &c., make known herewith, that
our loyal subject, and Assessor in our and the country's College
of l\[ines, our well-beloved, noble, and well-born Emanuel
Swedenhorg, has humbly informed us that it will be necessary
for him to go abroad in order to finish the work on which
he is now engaged, praying most humbly that we would
graciously release him from the office of .Assessor, which he
holds in our College of l\fines, that he may go unembarrassed
to that place abroad where he can finish the work on which he is
now engaged. And although we would gladly see him continue
at home the faithful services he has hitherto rendered to us
and to his country, still we can so much the less oppose his
wish, as we feel sufficiently assured that the above-named work,
on which he is engaged, will in time contribute to the general
use and benefit, not less than the other valuable works written

* This Document was originally preserved in Count Engcstrom's Library,
but has now been transfelTeJ. to the Royal LiLrary in Stockholm.
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and published by him have contributed to the use and
honour of his country, as well as of himself. We therefore
decree, and by this ope"i! letter, release Emanuel Sweclenborg
from the office of Assessor in our and the country's College
of 1\Iiues, which he has hitherto filled with renown; and, as a
token of the satisfaction with which we look upon his long
and faithful services, we also most graciously permit him to
retain for the rest of his life the half of his salary as au
Assessor. Let all whom it concerns take notice of this.
For additional confirmation of this we sign our name, and
order our royal seal to be attached hereunto.
FREDERIC.
GusT. BoNEAuscH6Ln. 130
The Council Chamber, Stockholm, June 12, 1747.

B.
EXTRACTS FROJJI THE 1JIINUTE8 OF THE COLLEGE FOR 1747.

June 15. Assessor Emanuel Swedeuborg handed in to
the College of l\Iiues the Royal Decree by which he was
released from his duties here in the Royal College, retaining
during his life half of his salary as au Assessor.
All the members of the Royal College regretted losing so
worthy a colleague, and they asked the Assessor to kindly
continue attending the sessions of the College, until all those
cases should be adjudicated that had been commenced during his
attendance at the College, to which the Assessor kindly assented.
June, (Swedenborg absent from the College, 16 to 18,)
present 20, 22, (absent 23 to 27,) present 29, 30.
July, (absent 1 to 9,) present 10, (absent to the 17th.)
July 17. Assessor Swedenborg, who intends as soon as
possible to commence his new journeys abroad, came up for
the purpose of taking leave of the Royal College. He thanked
all those at the Royal College for the favour and kindness he had
received from them during his connection with the College, and
commended himself to their further friendly remembrances.
The Royal College thanked the Assessor for the minute
care and fidelity with which he had attended to the duties of
his office as an Assessor up to the present time; they wished him
a prosperous journey and a happy return; after which he left.

SECTION VI.
SWEDENBORG'S PUBLIC LIFE
AS A

MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF NOBLES.

30~

ll'\TRODUC'l'ION.
From the year 1719 Swedenhorg was entitled to a scat
in the House of Noules, by virtue of his ueing the eluest
representative of the Swedenhorg family, all the members
of which had been ennobled by Queen Ulrica Eleonora 4 m
that year.
Respecting his character and influence as a member of
the Swedish Diet, the author of "Nya Kyrkan och dess intlytande pa Theologiens Studium i Sverige" (The New Church
and its influence on the study of theology in Sweden), part II,
p. 48, makes the following statement: "Up to the time of
his extreme old age he interested himself in the financial, administrative, and political affairs of his country, as well between, as during, the sessions of the Swedish Diet. A considerable number of papers on these subjects, partly preserved
to the present day, bears witness to his activity as the head
of his family, and shows how great an interest he had in the
debates that took place in the House of Nobles. As at one
time, an ill-informed religious zeal attempted to present
Swedenborg as an apostate from the Evangelical Church, so
a no less misinformed political zeal sought to fasten upon him
the suspicion of his being a partizan, and of being influenced
by an exaggerated love of opposition. Both these charges
are without foundation, and he can be justified as well in
regard to the one as the other. As a member of the House of
Nobles, Swedenborg belonged neither to the party of the
"hats," nor to that of the "caps" in those times, but was
an independent member, supporting whatever he saw to
be worthy of his own position, and to be right and generally useful, without allowing himself to be influenced either
by the right or the left side. He, like every true friend of
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liberty, was opposed alike to despotism and to anarchy. As
the son of a distinguished and universally beloved bishop,
he was ennobled by Queen Ulrica Eleonora in 1719, together
with his brothers and sisters. His entrance into the House
of Nobles was consequently contemporaneous with the reestablishment of freedom in Sweden. During his childhood
and youth he had witnessed the misfortunes into which an
unlimited monarchy had precipitated his country. He himself
had seen the misery and distress, which a war of eighteen
years' duration, with clearly bought victories and bloody defeats, with decimated armies and bankrupt finances, attended
by pestilence and famine, had entailed on his oppressed
country. He could not be convinced that a few conquered
standards and trophies, exhibited in the armoury at Uh·iksdal,
or in the Church on Ricldarholm, could compensate the
people for the sweat, the toil, and the lives that had been
wasted. Need we wonder, then, that Swedenborg was in
favour of a constitution, which _set hounds to the arbitrary
power and whims of a hitherto unlimited monarchy; which
prevented the dissolution of the country, and gradually changed
discontent into satisfaction, at least among the majority of
its citizens. Swedenborg enjoyed the good fortune, envied by
many, of having been able during half a century to influence
by his vote the resolutions passed for the welfare of his
country, and of not giving up his place in the House of
Nobles before the year 1772, when death closed his eyes to the
darkened prospects with which a change in the administration
threatened Sweden's independence. Swedenborg thus belonged
to the whole of that period of freedom, which is valued so
highly by many, and is made light of by others. With that period
his political career began and ended. The reader will probably desire to know the position which the seer took as a
member of the Diet, and what resolutions he had to propose
on various questions. \V e shall, therefore, communicate some
of the papers which he laid before the Diet. They furnish
the clearest proofs of his statesmanship, and explain, moreover,
his political stand point."
The editor here communicates several of the political
papers which are preserved among the Swedenborg MSS. in
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the Academy of Sciences, and one paper which purports to
Le written Ly SwedenLorg and is contained in the archives
of the family De la Gardie, in the LiLrary at Lund,[?] Leginning
Lis selection with a paper read Ly Swedenhorg in 1761. He
was fortunate enough to discover some of the papers that
SwedenLorg read Lefore earlier meetings of the S\vedish Diet,
and which are preserved, partly in the archives of the College
of l\Iines, and partly in the State Archives (Riks-.drkivet) in
Stockholm.

DOCU.JiENT lGS.

A J\IE)IORlAL ON rrHE STATE OF THE
:FL.~ANOES OF S'VEDEN.*
The chief cause of a country's increase in wealth is the
Lalance of commerce: if its imports are greater than a country
can pay \rith its own products, it follows that it loses annually
consideralJle sums by leaving them in the hands of foreign
nations; Lesides, it diminishes the capital, which it collected under
more favourable circumstances and which it should hand down to
posterity. As soon, also, as a country, by an imprudent course,
su(lLlenly falls into poverty, it unavoidably sinks in the estimation
of other nations, aml they refuse any longer to trade with it,
although in former times they may have enriched themselves
Ly its wealth, and sucked out its substance and marrow. Yea,
more serious consequences still may ensue; for unless a watchful
eye is kept on the Lalance of a country's trade, a general
want may be caused thereby which makes itself felt in the
private circumstances of every one; fortunes and possessions in
the land are diminished in value; no means are forthcoming
for the support of the navy and army; the defence of the
country becomes weak and impotent; the public servants
must be satisfied with small salaries; Swedish manufactures

* The original of this memorial is preserved in the State Archives in
Stockholm.
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and agriculture, together 'vith all the moneys invested in them,
depreciate in value; besides other contingencies which in such
a case overtake the higher as well as the lower nobility, and
especially the business men, who must suffer most heavily
from it.
Now, as the balance of trade is the genuine vein and
source of a country's welfare, I have, for the purpose uf
showing this, made two computations which herewith follow.
The first of these contains a calculation of the average exports
and imports during the reign of King Charles XI, when the
Swedish commerce was in its most flourishing state; and where
it is shown that the balance consisted of four and a half million
florins in ftwour of our country. The other exhibits the balance
as it exists at the present clay, where it will be found that this
has changed to an incredible extent, so that there is now an
annual loss of from two and a half to three millions of Duh:h
florins: from which it follows that the rich products of Sweden
are no longer sufficient to pay the excess of imported goods
and merchandize, but that annually a part of the cash property
of the country has to be employed to adjust the difference.
This deficiency has now for a long time been made up and
replaced by the revenue which Sweden derives from its possessions abroad, and from which they have still to be made
up. But as soon as the revenues cease, the country must
inevitably fall into the bitterest poverty, unless the Diet
find means by which it may be obviated.
As every one, now, is left in freedom to express his wellmeant thoughts, and to sugg·est how the common-weal is likely
to be best helped, it is hoped that it will not be unfavourably received if I insist, in all humility, that there is nothing the present
Diet can do of greater importance than to examine, and to
assist and promote, all propositions which have for their purpose to infuse new life into Swedish commerce, so as to make
our balance square; and this for the sake of the private welfare
of every one of us, and also for that of our whole posterity.
l\foreover, these are the kind of deliberations which are chiefly
held in the English Parliament, and in the General States of
Holland; and by their mature counsels and resolutions their
trade is kept in the most flourishing state, their balance of
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trade is preserved, the country and its inhabitants are made
wealthy, and the wealth and the produce of other nations iiow
into their treasury.
From the accompanying lists it appears,
I. That Sweden has been deprived of the considerable
revenues 'vhich it usec.l to derive from those countries now
conquered by her enemies, from Liefland, Ingermanlaml, \VilJorg, Stettin, Bremen, and Zweihri.icken, and which amounted
annually to several millions of tlm·ins, received into the public
exchequer, and which thence flowed into the pockets of her
subjects, and thus contributed to the welfare of the people,
in general and in particular.' But inasmuch as these considerable sums are no longer available, no other means are
left to make up the deficiency but by improving the commerce
and developing the resources of Sweden, so that those sums
which have been lost by misfortune, may be nuttle up again
by industry.
II. From these same accounts it also appears that the
advantages that used to result from the traffic abroad, and
that used to accrue to the benefit of our own merchants from
the carriage of merchandize, must now be left in the hands
of foreigners; because Swedish ships have become dilapidated during the weary years of war, and the capital of our
business men has been diminished, so that foreign merchants
now gain the whole profit, which Sweden, during the reign of
Charles XI, with so much difficulty and toil had acquired,
and whereby insensibly many tons of gold are lost annually to
the country.
III. There must be also deducted here the loss which
Sweden must put up with in future, by being separated from
those countries which were formerly incorporated with it,
and which were an incredible source of gain and profit to
Swedish merchants, who were able to work into one another's
hands, in the conveyance of goods and merchandize from the
various sea-ports in the Baltic, without mentioning any other
than grain, hemp, oak, pitch, and tar, which form an important item in the computation of the balance.
IV. From the accompanying lists it also appears that the
most valuable property and the surest source of income which
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Sweden has had for a long time, are its iron and copper works.
Iron brings annually from two to three millions of rix-clalers
into the country, or in other words, it pays for as large a
fluantity of goods as corresponds to that amount; copper yields
annually one million; whence it follows that the country's
welfare and the balance of trade have been based for a long time
upon our mining interest, the proper maintenance of which
ought to receive our most careful attention, since foreign
merchants will use every means in their power to gain the
profit which our mining districts ought to yield to om· own
country.
V. In order to produce these desired results it is
necessary, 1. To obtain information respecting the condition
of the Swedish mercantile marine, and to devise means by
which it may be gradually improved, and brought to its former
efficiency; 2. To examine the nature, quality, and quantity of all
the goods which are imported from abroad, and to what extent
they are necessary and indispensable to us; so that either the
excessive importation may be stopped, or the merchandize may
he imported more cheaply and with less expense in its transport;
or that it may be manufactured at home, whereby an unnecessary
importation may be prevented, and the gain arising from the
manufacture of the goods may be kept in the land; 3. To see
how the works and manufactories in the country may be
protected and promoted, so as to produce better results in
regard to cheapness, quality, and quantity.
Such points with other similar ones might be delegated to
the various departments of the government, which the Diet
ha,s entrusted with the administration of the country's affairs
but as their attention is mostly occupied with the manner in
which this work is carried on by in<livicluals, and with the
dispensing of justice, there is probably little time at their
disposal to devote to the consideration of tllis subject in
general, and in all its bearings and parts: wherefore the members
of the Diet themselves are the only authority to whom recourse
can be had in this important matter on wlllch the welfare of
our whole posterity depends.
El\IAN. SWEDENBORG.

Stockholm, February 5, 1723.
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LTo this memorial there are added, in the original, the two
lists referred to, hut of these we do not deem it necessary
to give a translation here.]
This memorial 'vas read in the Committee on the affairs
of the Diet, on Feb. 7, 1723, and referred by them to the
Committee on commercial affairs; by whom it was read on
Feb. ~3.
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1\IE~IOBL\.L PROPOSING TO ABOLISH THE
DISTINCTION l\I.A.DE IN l\IINI~G DISrrHIOTS IN
F..:\. VUUH OF COPPER TO THE 1JETHI1IENT
OF IHO.N.*

Sweden has been lJlessed over many countries with
metals of various kinds. But when metals of several kinds
are found in one and the same district, it has been the
rule fi·olll olden times, to encourage the production of the
nobler metal at the expense of the less noble; so that
where silver and copper occur in the same locality, in COilsequence of the above rule, which has since becollle law,
silver must have the preference over copper in the use of the
neighbouring forests and estates. Now, as this rule is so
arhitrary that no other circumstances hut the nobility of the
metal are taken into consideration, I will therefore suhlllit in
all humility some cases, hy which there will be proved, that
this rule at times may militate against the common good of
the country. As for instance: Suppose a poor and meagre
copper or silver ore should he discovered in a mountain district,
where iron-lllines are situated and furnaces have been erected,
by which the whole district is provided with iron, in this case

* This Document is preserved in the Archives of the College of 1\Iines,
among the letters and memorials delegated to the College of l\lines by His
Majesty, the King, for the year 1723.
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that ore, on account of its nobility, and without taking into
consideration the promotion of the public weal, is able to injure
and put aside works that have been brought into a 1n·oper
condition; i. e. for the sake of 1)roducing 200 marks of fine
sih"er the production of 2000 skeppwu1 of iron is prevented,
which is equivalent to losing eight da1ers for one, even thoug·h
you may be assured that foreign merchants are willing to pay
from fourteen to fifteen thousand fine marks in native silver
and in the same noble metal for 2000 sl-.:eppund of iron.
Again, if near the mines of the Great Copper-mountain
(Stora Kopparberget,) a large mountain of weak silver ore should
he discovered, from 'vhich from six to ten thousand marks of
fine silver could be obtained, at the same cost at which they
are now got out of the g:::·eat mine; yet on account of the
above-mentioned rule we should be obliged to protect the
nobler metal, and so put the ignoble on one side, although
we were assured, that a foreign merchant would be willing to
furnish from eight to ten times as much silver of the same
purity as the above for the copper which that large work turns
out every year.
Now, as such an absolute rule might do from ten to a
hundred times more damage every year than it can do good,
it is submitted to the mature consideration of the Diet, whether
it is not necessary to limit the said rule in certain particulars,
so that the nobleness of a metal be not considered exclusively,
but also the public good, i. e. all those particulars and circumstances by which it may be shown, that one work will profit
the country in time more than the other, or that the work
itself is noble, and the metal in comparison with it ignoble.
Otherwise there is danger of the country losing many tons
of gold for the mere pleasure of getting an eighth part
out of a metal which is of a nobler quality. This seems to
be too unequal a distinction between the different metals in
the general economy of the country, and one which is too
costly and altogether excessive.
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, February 18, 1723.
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['.rlils memorial was read iu the Committee on the affairs
of the Diet, Fehrnary 20, 1723. By that Committee it was
referred to the Committee on l\Iining matters, which had been
appointed by the Diet, and before this Committee it was read
on 1\Iarch 1, 1723.]

DOCUJIENT 170.
1\fE~IORIAL

IN FAVOUR OF ENCOURAGING TilE
J:>HODUCTION OF IRON IN SvVEDEN.*

In the instruction issued by the Committee on Instructions
to be given to governmental departments and the governors
of provinces, which was communicated to the R.oyal College
of :Mines on the 15th inst., and which has also been submitted
for approval to the Diet, it was ordered and commanded,
that the above-named College should take all due care and
interest in the welfare of the mining districts, but that it should
take especial interest in the copper and silver works, as
being nobler and more precious, and as being of the same importance as the welfare of the country itself. The iron-works,
on the other hand, as consisting of less noble metals alHl being
of less consequence, were spoken of in less careful and less
honourable terms, it being added that these latter, as opportunity occurred, must yield preference and pre-eminence to the
former. Induced, however, by weighty reasons, I venture to
place before the right honourable members of the Diet some
arguments proving that the Swedish iron districts deserve the
same high consideration at the hands of the Diet as the
copper-mining districts, as well as the same fostering and
untiring care and protection.
1. It is well knmvn that the Swedish iron-mines produce
or yield to the country from 250 to 270,000 ske1Jpund of iron,

* The original copy of this memorial is preserved in the Archives of
the College of "Thlines, amoug the Letters from the King for the year 17~3.
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which, according to present prices, are worth from forty-eight to
fifty tons of gold in dalers of silver, so that the public, or the
country in general derives yearly from its iron-mines a capital
or a revenue of upwards of fifty tons of gold.
2. From this the crown derives about six tons of gold by
the tithes it receives from the forges, by free and compulsory
tolls, and by other taxes that are raised immediately at the mines.
3. Sea-ports and inland-towns, by bridge-tolls, weighers,
carriers, freight, storage and commission dues, receive about
two tons of gold.
4. The community at large, by the many thousands of
persons who are fed, and whose families are sustained by this
interest, as well by selling wood and coal, and by cartage, as
by working in the forests, in the mines, at the iron furnaces
and forges, receive as their share about fifteen tons of gold,
without counting the shares owned by communities themselves
in mines and iron-works.
5. The merchants who supply the mining districts with salt,
fish, tobacco, clothing, etc., and the farmers who provide it
with grain and other produce of their farms, derive annually
about twenty tons of gold: which causes a good deal of stir
and bustle in the traffic and trade of the country.
6. The remaining gains, which flow into the pockets of the
mine-owners, are of such a nature that they remain in the
country, and are invested in carrying on and sustaining the
production of iron; partly also they are used in working up
the crude metal into more valuable forms, and contribute
consequently to the public revenue and to the welfare of the
country.
7. Now, inasmuch as the Swedish iron districts are instrumental in bringing into the country about fifty tons of
gold, either in cash, or else in the form of merchandize; and
as this is distributed among the public in the form just stated,
and as it keeps thereby our foreign and inland trade in constant stir and activity, and also causes the copper to remain
in the land, we are certainly justified in concluding thence
that the welfare of these mining districts has as strong a claim
on the favourable notice and judgment of the members of this
Diet, as that of those mining districts where the so-called nobler
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metals are produced, all(l that the protection of the iron interest
de~f'rves to be commended to the fostering care of the Royal
College of .Mines in much stronger terms, than seems to have
been done in the above-mentioned instruction.
8. The copper-mines, on the other hand, are capable of
annually producing to the public 8000 ske]Jpund of copper,
yielding from fourteen to fifteen tons of gold, which is about onethird of what the country derives annually from its iron-mines.
Still, with respect to the works at Fahlun, which are the
most important and the noblest in the country, they ought
to be most carefully protected and cherished; yet not at the
expense of the iron-works.
9. It is therefore my humble opinion that the Royal College of
l\Iinesoughtnot, by the above-named instruction, to be empowered
to make a distinction and to establish exceptional rules, in favour of
one kind of mines at the expense of others, simply because the
metals they produce are called nobler, and seem to be of a nobler
pedigree and genealogy; that the Royal College, on the contrary, he
instructed to have regard to the merit and importance of a work
in respect to the public good; that it ought, therefore, to take
into consideration the nobility of the work, even though its
metal may be of a lower order. But this may be placed in a
clearer light by an example : if for instance, a meagre silver
vein, which might yield annually 200 marks of silver, should
be discovered in proximity to an iron-mine which produces
annually 2000 ske]Jpund of iron, and if, in this case, the nobler
metal should have the preference over the more common, this
would seem to be entirely uncalled for, inasmuch as the
2000 ske]J]Jund of iron would be productive, not only of 200,
but even of 1500 marks of the same fine and native silver.
10. Hence it appears doubtful whether these metals, on the
mere consicleratiou of their being nobler, ought to have a preference, and whether the other metals ought to be neglected on
their account, as seems to be the drift of the said instruction.
:Moreover it is well to be considered whether in this case
there is not a mistake made in computation and in political economy, by which the public will lose many tons of
gold, with no other compensation than that it will obtain the
eig·hth or ninth part back again, by working a metal which
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helongs to a higher class, and has a nobler name and a more
high-sounding title. All of which is submitted in all humility to
the mature deliberation of the Honourable 1\lemhers of the Diet.
El\IAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, 1\Iay, 1723.
[This memorial was read before the full House of N ohles
on J\lay 22, and referred to the CJommittee on Instructions.
It was discussed also at the College of l\Iines on l\lay 24th,
during Swedenborg's absence. The members of the College were
opposed to the change proposed hy Swedenborg, and they instructed Assessor Bergenstierna125 to oppose the motion orally
in the Diet. See Section V, Document 154 A.]

l\1E1\IORJAL IN FA YOUR OF ESTABLISHING
ROLLING-1\IILLS IN SWEDEN.*
It is of the greatest importance for a country to promote
mechanical works and manufactures, especially those for which
the crude material is at hand: for by such works t!e common
material is ennobled, and commands a better price, and the
public derive benefit and advantage from it. It is well-known
throughout the whole world that no country' has better
opportunities for establishing manufactories of iron than
Sweden; yet it is a source of regret to many, that we desire
and hope for the establishment of manufactories, without
doing anything to encourage and foster them. It is therefore
my humble desire to propose a plan in which a way to establish
and encourage such works is pointed out, so that they may
not only be founded, but may also increase in power and im-

* This memorial is preserved in the Archives of the College of l\Iines
among the letters and rescripts from the King for the year 1725.
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portance. For this purpose I desire to state the following
points:
1. l\Iany thousand tons of Swedish pig-iron are annually
shipped, with great expense in freight and custom-house duties,
to Holland, whence it is re-shipped inland to Sauerland and
Liege, where it is broken up, rolled, and converted into 4, 6,
10 to 12 iron rods or hars, or converted into sheet-iron.
Afterwards it is caiTied hack to Holland, and conveyed theuce
to many places in Europe, where it is sold with great profit:
so that our Swedish iron must in this manner he ennobled in
1~rahant, and yield them a handsome income, which we, with
t.mall expense and industry, might keep at home.
2. Such iron, as has been worked up by rolling mills
into rods and other fine articles and forms, promotes all
sorts of small manufactories, whereby time, labour, awl expense
are saved; these rods and other articles beiug the medium
l»etween the coarse Swedish iron and the various manufactories
of whatever kind they may be.
3. Iron thus worked up is in the form required by the
various blacksmiths, locksmiths, etc., who expend much money
in having the various sorts prepared for themselves; so that
manufactories as well as the various smaller workers in iron
are henefitecl thereby, and the country itself gains an immense
advantage, and has the prices lowered at the same time.
4. A great deal of the iron thus obtained is used up in
the country itself, hut what is not refluired for domestic consumption can he shipped to other parts of Europe and advantageously sold there. Of this we may he the better assured,
inasmuch as the greater part of the rolled iron which is sent
out of Liege, consists of the iron of Liege awl BralJant, which
many nations are compelled to use for want of a hetter iron,
although it is cold-short awl brittle. But if Sweden would
furnish the same sort of iron rods and sheeting, the inferior
iron would he scorned and sink in pr~ce, 'vhile the hetter would
rise. 'l,his may he proved hy those who execute commissions
abroad.
If the gentlemen of the Diet would he inclined to promote
the establishment of such a work, awl therelJy lay a foundation for manufactories of iron in Sweden, you will please to
31
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grant privileges and exemptions to those who set up such
works. Perhaps the Royal College of l\Iines will submit
propositions to you about the privileges to be granted, whereby
such works may be promoted, and be put into a proper conuition.
The accompanying drawing exhibits the machine which is
in use abroad. Two furnaces will be required to feed the
machine with 40 skepp1mcl of iron per clay, or with 8000 to
10000 skeppwul during the whole year, for which skillful
workmen will be required; from 12 to 14 stigar of coal will he
consumed per day; and the cost for each skeppwul of iron
will be 6 marks. A part of the produce will be used for nails,
rods, steel wire, gratings, etc.; while another part will meet the
demand of the blacksmiths, locksmiths, etc.
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, April 11, 1723.
[This memorial was read before the Committee on the business
of the Diet on April 20, 1723; by them it was referred to the
Committee on l\Ijning and Commerce, where it was read on
l\Iay 7. By the Diet it was referred to the King by whom
it was submitted to the College of l\Iines and to that of
Commerce on Aug. 10, 1725. It arrived in the College of
.l\Iines, Aug. 23, 1725, and was filed for future reference, September 1, 1726.
This memorial is accompanied by a description of a
drawing, but the drawing itself no longer exists; wherefore
we did not consider it worth while to translate the description.]
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1\ill:\IORIAL TO THE SECRET CO:\I)IITTEE
OF THE 1-IOUSE OF NOBLER ON rrHE I~IPOLIUY
OF DEULAHING "\\r ...~H A.G.AINSrr HUSSL\..*
[In order to understand the object of this memorial it is
necessary to have a clear view of the contemporaneous history
of Sweden and other countries about the year 1734.
After the death of Charles XII all true patriots saw
the necessity of curtailing the royal power in Sweden, in
order to prevent the s,vedish kings fi·om plunging the
country into any new wars. From the year 1719 to J 772,
which is called the period of Sweden's freedom, the executive
power was vested in the Privy Council, of which Count Arvid
Horn10 -l was the President until 1737. Of the party-spirit
prevailing during his administration, and which induced him
finally to resign the government in 1737, Fryxell gives us
the following description, in his, "Bedittelser ur Svenska Historien," part ~0, p. 187:
"After the death of Charles, the executive power rested
for a considerable time in the hands of Arvid Horn, against
whom a party rose consisting partly of ambitious men, men of
the future, who desired to supplant him and his friends, and
partly of patriots, who desired to revive Sweden's warlike
spirit, and to reconr1uer the Baltic provinces which it had lost;
a desire which their ardour and imagination led them even to

* This memorial is prcservcu among the SwedenlJOrg 2.\ISS. in the
Library of the Acaucmy of Sciences, in Vol. 5(}, of the "Hikstlagsskrifter,"
leaves 1-6.
31
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hope they might realize. The leader of that party was Karl
Gyllenborg, 87 formerly the friend and colleague of Gortz, 78 (the
favourite minister of Charles,) and now the antagonist of Horn,
and the next in power was Karl Gustav Tessin, 39 whose father~
Nikodemus, had also been a sort of colleague of Gortz, lmt
who was obliged to resign, when Horn took the reins. One of
the means which that party employed to lower Horn who was
inclined for peace, in the public estimation, was to endeavour
to kindle the popular hatred against Russia, by speaking in
grandiloquent terms about the warlike honour of Sweden, and
her power of regaining all that she had been robbed of by
that nation. \V ar, and war against Russia, was the watchword
at that time, and the mark of an honest Swedish patriot.
Horn and his friends were spoken of as superannuated old fogies,
who sought rest and tranquillity in their "night caps." They
ought to make room, it was said, for a younger, more active
generation, who had the courage both to conquer honour and
the enemy, who were brave at heart, and who wore on their
heads "hats," the emblems of freedom. To inflame this disposition they thought they had no more l)Owerful means than
to exalt the glory of Charles XII. His personal failings,
his detrimental reign, the battles he lost, and the sufferings
he caused, were all forgotten, and his shining victories, his
great virtue, and the courage and hardihood he displayed in
the face of the enemy were extolled . . . . . The veneration for
the memory of Charles XII. was even heightened when, at the
same time, a powerful party arose whose object it was to
re-instate on the Polish throne Stanislaus Leczinsky/ 31 the
fasourite of Charles."
Stanislaus131 had been elected King of Poland in 1704,
under the influence of Charles XII, after the latter had
conquered Augustus II in 1703; hut Stanislaus was able to
continue his reign only until 1709, when Charles XII was
defeatell at Pultawa. After the death of Charles, by an invitation of the French court he went to Weissenburg in Alsace,
where his daughter was married in 1723 to Louis XV, King of
France. In 1733, on the decease of Augustus II, Stanislaus
Leczinsky was again proclaimed King of Poland by a faction
of the Polish nobility, and his claim was very strongly supported
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lJy France, Spain, and Sardinia; while Russia, in conjunction with
Austria, declared in favourofAugustusiii, the so11 ofAugustusli.
It was at tlus juncture that France sought to obtain the cooperation of Sweden, by prevailing upon her to send auxiliary
troops. to Poland. Hitherto the government of Sweden had been
in favour of the French alliance, but, at the Diet of 1734, Horn,
with the view of preseniug peace, changed his views alHl
abandoned that alliance, which was eagerly taken up by
Gyllenborg's party, whose hands were strengthened by General
Lewenhaupt, 132 who had been one of Horn's adherents, and
by many officers who hoped to obtain promotion by the
war. But the party of peace was as yet too strong, especially
as they had the ]{iug on their side, and so the policy of the
"hats" did not succeed at the Diet of 1734. lt was at that
Diet that the following memorial was brought before the
Secret Committee of the Diet (Sekretu Utskottet) by Emanuel
~wedenborg·, in which the advantages aud disadvantages of an
offensive and defensive alliance with France are set forth in
a masterly manner. There is every reason to suppose that
this memorial exerted a great influence in the Secret Committee
of the Diet, of \vhich Swedeuhorg was a memher, and that it
was partly due to his intluence that his country was save<l,
for six years longer, from the horrors of war, aml, what was
of still greater consequence to the Swetles, from the lnnniliaIn 1738, however, the party of
tion of disastrous tlefeat.
the "hats" had become so powerful, that they succeeLled
in getting the reius of government into their hands, aml
Uouut Horn and his friewls, or the party of the "caps," were
obliged to resign. In 1739, Count U. Gyllenhorg 87 succeeded
Count Horn as President of the Court of Chancery, and soon
after General Lewenhauptl 32 assumed the supreme commam.l of
the army. In 1741, war was declared against Russia, whid1
resulted very disastrously for the Swedes, as in the peace of
Aho, in I 743, they were compelled to cede to Russia a great
part of Finlaml-to the river Hymene. ~ehey were likewise
compelled to accept as the heir-apparent of Sweden Duke
Adolphus Frederic11 of Holstein, a near relative of the Empress of
ltussia. General Lewenhaupt, however, was condemned to death
for his non-success in the war. All of which puts in a clear
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light the wisdom of the policy which Swedenborg so strongly
recommended in the following memorial:]
1. In declaring war, not only one year, or the existing
state of circumstances, but from ten to twenty years, or the
'"hole series of consequences that may arise, must be taken
into consideration. Should we he unfortunate, we may be
very sure that Prussia will coyet the remaining portion of
Pomerania, that Denmark "·ill claim Schonen, and Russia
the "·hole of Finland 7 and that to bring this about all the
powers lying nearest to us will lend a helping hand.
Should mischief be brewing, or war be declared, Russia
will certainly not fail to harass our freedom, to speculate upon
our right of succession, and cause thereby more trouble to
Sweden than can beforehand he imagined. Perhaps, also,
some may hope to catch fish in the troubled waters, and
their secret desire for war may thereby be strengthened.
2. It must also he taken into consideration that Sweden
is no longer the formidable power it was in former times,
that we have fewer men to serve in our army, and that it
is generally known we haYe not the pecuniary means by which
to sustain a protracted war.
If the seat of war should he in a foreign land, it is yet
customary to fit out ourselYes by our own means: moreover, we
could not claim anything f}:om Poland, as we would come to
them as friends.
From France, on the other hand, there is not much to be
expected, since they require their mYn means, eYen if they should
succeed in their undertaking, and still more if they should
prove unfortunate. They would not he wanting in promises;
hut in carrying on war present help is of more consequence
than a mere promise of assistance.
3. Russia, also, is more formidable now than she was
in former years; inasmuch as, on the one hand, she has
become more powerful by the aclYantage she has gained over
Sweden, and has been lH'OYided with better materials for her
army from the conquered provinces; and, on the other hand,
the Russians themselves are also better trained, and are more
like Europeans in their military tactics, and they are officered
by others than mere native Russians. From all which it
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follows, that we can no longer calculate on the same advantages as formerly.
4. Sweden bas owed her good fortune, hoth in Poland and
against the Russians, to the circumstance that our kings have
been with the army, and that they have encouraged hy their
own example our Swedish soldiers; aml that such has been
the case, from the time of King Gustavus, with all his
descendants to Charles XII: But that the Swedish soldiers are not any better than other soldiers, when they are
not led by the King himself, can he seen from the death of
the late King in Norway; and by other examples since-so
that we cannot flatter ourselves with the same good fortune
as we have had before.
5. :l\Ioreover, it does not seem proper that we should act
imlirectly against ourselves: that, on the one hand, we should
send an auxiliary force or a contingent against France, and,
on the other, act indirectly with her; so that really with one
hand we should seek her ruin, and with the other endeavour
to support her; that, therefore, we should wish on the one
hand that France should suffer, and on the other that she
should have the achantage-"·hen yet its athantage is so
closely connected with our own, by Russia's alliance with the
Emperor, that in Sweden we ought to regard only that advantage upon which our own depends.
6. That we should recover Livonia ·would, indeed, be a
great advantage; yet I consider it a still greater advantage
that Sweden does not now possess it; wherefore great caution
ought to he used in this matter.
1\Iy reason is, that as long as Sweden held it there was
always danger of her being involved in war with its neighbours,
and of being attacked; so that she hacl always to be on her
guard as well against Hussia as against Poland and others:
while now, there is no danger at all that any one will attack
us offensively, inasmuch as we have already given away what
might embroil us with our neighbours.
A war, or the outfitting of an army and navy, would draw
more money out of Sweden's treasury, than Livonia has brought
into it for many years.
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If Sweden remain· neutral, the harm that has been ah·eady
done may be replaced by wise economy, by encouraging mines
and commerce, and by the profit which Swedish merchants
would derive from other powers being involved in war. It is
most certain that under existing circumstances the country
will gain by these means much more than Livonia could bring
in for many years; and that by employing a constant time of
peace for setting her economy and commerce in order, she
will be compensated for all she has lost in her provinces: for
the wealth of a country does not depend upon the largeness
of its extent, and the number of its provinces, but upon the
flourishing state of its commerce. And as there is no fear
now of our being attacked offensively, we can increase our
commerce and traffic, and can cultivate our land; and thereby render ourselves formidable, and in this particular we should
act on the same principles as they do in Holland.
7. In declaring war now, or in involving ourselves in
such a manner that it may be looked upon indirectly as a
declaration of war or an offensive movement, we should do so
without the appearance of our having a sufficient cause for it.
A pretended cause can alwa,ys be found; yet if we should
flatter ourselves with the justice of our cause, many would
see that this was really nothing else than a breach of peace
with Russia under a pretext.
It is an unusual thing also for Sweden to break alliances or a
treaty of peace, or to begin an offensive war; and lmt few examples
·will be found in Sweden's history of her having commenced a
war offensively, although several where she took part defensively.
8. \Vith respect of its being a point of honour that we should
maintain the Polish election, this is a matter where we ought
to take no part whatever; as Sweden is not the guarantee of
the elections in Poland: besides, we are not obliged by any
treaty to sustain them in their election. The greatest honour
seems to consist in our acquiring a position of respect by wise
economy, and in endeavouring to enrich our laud, when we
shall be as much respected as Holland and. England, who
maintain their honour among the great powers of Europe
entirely 1Jy such means; yea, their essential honour seems to
be founded upon this.
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9. With respect to alliances, the Secret Committee will
perhaps examine how far we can afford to send auxiliary troops,
or how far, if Sweden considers herself bound to do this, it
may be done without involviug ourselves in the general war.;
moreover, they will exercise care, so that no alliances and 110
treaties with the couutries coucerned be violated. To uothi11g
like this can I give my conseut in this matter; for I thiuk the
whole of it ought to he further inquired iuto by those who
are acquainted with all the circumstances, or, by some emphatic proposals made to the Russian court, we ought to
settle both matters together.
1U. r:rimt the present conjuncture of affairs is such as to
hol<l out a fair promse, I on my part, for the reasons stated
above, cannot see. There are, imleed, some apparent advantages by which we might he induced to take part in the
proposed movement; hut if any reverses should happen, such
a conjuncture would arise as "·ould render s,veden more unfortunate than she has ever been.
And as all depends upou the providence of the Highest,
in a few years some better conjui1cture may be discovered,
so that Hussia may be attacked on some other side, or he
disturbed interiorly, which would result in a much greater
advantage; for instance, if we should only now make such
proposals to the Russian court, that Sweden, by receiving au
atherse answer and a refusal, would thereby he justified, on
such a conjuncture arising, in beginning au affair in which S"·eden
would he the offended party, for wbich contingency even now
preparations might l>e made.
11. ':rhe argument, that Sweden is thought by other nations
to he so exhausted and in such a condition, that for that
reason anu from being afraid, she does not venture to take
part in the movement, is no reason in itself for commenci11g
a war, which might possibly reduce the country to such a
condition, that what is now a mere assertion, might prove to
be a fact; hut as even then this would be an assertion without a
sufficient f'oumlatiou, there would still be many, at least fully
one half of those in Europe, who hold the opposite view, wlw
do not like Sweden to eugage herself in saving her honour l,y
a mere process of reasoning, supported by such a fact, when
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she can save it in a much better way by thrift, and an improvement throughout the country: for putting oneself into
training and commencing a war, simply for the purpose of
sho·wing that one is not afraid, even when this is feasible, is
no proof or argument in the case of a nation that need not
fear in any case to be attacked by its neighbours, and which
is well known to be able to defend itself against those by whom
it may be attacked.
To attack any one, simply to show that one possesses strength
and courage, is false glory; but to defend oneself bravely when
attacked is true glory. If that should be made a cause of war,
and if reverses should happen, there is scarcely any one who
"'oulcl not explain this to his disadvantage; it is different if
you act on the defensive.
If a balance is dra·wn between the great achantage that
might possibly arise ±i:om a war, and that which results from
neutrality, I, for my own humble part, can see an immensely
greater achantage on the side of the latter; if you are but
willing to stretch your thought beyond the immediate present.
K eighlJouring nations will always be afraid of us, when they
witness our thrift and prosperity at home; when they see that
we are out of debt, that our army is in good condition, that
the arsenals and the regimental strong-boxes are well-filled, and,
finally, when they see the various Houses of our Diet in unity,
and our country fortified in this 'vise, which is better than in
any other manner. All this cannot be hidden, and the effect of it
will be that no one will think that we are not in condition, or that
've are afraid to have anything to do with one or two powers,
if there be necessity.
12. That at the present conjuncture, when Russia allies
herself with the Emperor, and France and Spain ally themselves
against them, it would seem as if Sweden's interest demanded
a closer approximation to France, we admit, and also that it
seems required that we should assist France; inasmuch as Russia
by this arrangement renders herself more formidable to Sweden
and will be still more so, should a different one from him, who
would we hope hold the balance against Russia, ascend the
Polish throne. \Vith respect to Russia, she is indeed rendered
more powerful there by in regard to Sweden, both on the side of
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the Homan Empire and Ol' that of Poland, and perhaps hy the
fall of Dantzic she will make herself ruler of the commerce in the
Baltic, awl so forth. Still it is to he remembered on the other
side, 1. that these alliances cannot be broken up without their
unitiug to l~eep Sweden always in such a condition, that she
could not fumish any aid to France. 'Vith all the advantage
that we might possibly gain, I cannot but see that it will he
a constant source of trouhle to us, inasmuch as the whole
German Empire will he hetter off with the Russian alliance,
and with Sweden shorn of her strength. They would rather
see Russia than Sweden powerful, especially the German
Empire, • so that they will constantly conspire to bring tllis
about ; so much so, that if Sweden shoulcl achieve any
successes, they would he a constant source of temptation to
them to endeavour to reduce us to such a condition, that they
may reap the advantage of their alliance with Russia and
Poland. Should they, however, under existing circumstances,
feel a desire to trouble Sweden hy an ofl'ensive warfare, we
should be ever prepared to <lefend ourselves, and thereby to
balance the power of Russia in the Baltic. 'Vith respect to
Poland on the other hand, '"e have nothing to expect from it
even duriug the life-time of King Stanislaus; 131 for as long as
the war is carried on, uo support can come from it, Lecause
it is too much exhausted; and if there should he peace, even
then we should not he ahle to profit much hy it, inasmuch as
peace and tranquillity woul<l only last during his life-time, and
afterwards things would return to their former condition. 'Vith
respect to Dantzic, naval and other powers in time will so
arrauge it, that Russia will not enjoy its possession perpetually.
Should Hussia, however, hy some good fortune, become still
more powerful, and ~weden less able to defen<l herself, we
lun·e, nevertheless, always heen alJle to defend ourselves hitherto.
But if Russia should still more enlarge and hecome more
powerful, we should he more surely enabled to withstand
Russia, by the a(hantage of neutrality, than lJy an opposite
course. [Xos. 13 to 16 are wanting.]
17. 'Vith respect to any conjuncture in Russia itself, if it
should apparently he f:.wouralJle to us, the reins are nevertheless
held so tightly there, that not much can lJe expected from
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any internal dissension, no matter how it may turn out; as
the principal chiefs in the provinces and in the army are
fully able to keep every thing of that nature clown.
18. \Vhy the alliance with France should be of more
consequence than a treaty of peace with Russia; or how the
maintenance of Stanislaus 131 upon the throne slwulcl be a just
cause, are matters which can easily be judged of by every one.
There is not a Swede who would not wish to see his success,
partly on account of his many misfortunes, and partly on account of his being properly elected, and of being a gentleman who has gained the hearts of all in Sweden; but a sound
policy does not suffer this to be clone at too great a risk.
19. If we seek for a just cause, and bide our time, perhaps
during this very war a more f~wourable conjuncture may arise,
at least we shall be better able to see which side is more likely
to win, upon which all our chance of profit depends; we can
see also whether ];{ussia will not then be engaged in another
direction.
20. That France is now much more ready to promise and
to hold out inducements, as she stands in need of Sweden,
because Russia is allied "·ith the Emperor, seems natural; but
whether she will keep her promise, or whether she ·will be able
to keep it, is another (1uestion.
1\Ioreover, if Poland be allied to France, the great necessity
which Sweden, at certain conjunctures, may have of making
common cause with France will disappear.
21. That Russia should consider herself more favourably
situated and safer by having some one from the German Empire
on the Polish throne, so that under all circumstances it may
be safe on the Polish side, and that she should strive to
ingratiate herself with the Emperor by promising to make
common cause against the Turks, should occasion require
it, it seems we cannot prevent; for even if King Stanislaus should be maintained on the throne for a number
of years, we cannot expect his reign to be of long duration,
because he is already advanced in years, not in very vigourous
health, and in consequence thereof, should he even obtain
the government, he would be more inclined to peace and
a quiet government, in order that Poland may again recover
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herself, so that even in such a case the expected advantage
woul(l he small and short-lived.
To judge fi·om the present conjuncture how it may he ten
or twenty years hence, is like adventuring in a lottery, where,
if you have once heen favoured hy fortune, you tbink it will be
always so, and that in the future you "·ill be successful also.
[El\IAN. SwEDENBORG.]

[Stockholm, in the Autumn or \Vinter of 1734.]

FRAG~IEXT

OF A l\IEl\lOHIAL BY S"\VEDENBOHG
TU THE }lOUSES UF ':rHE S\VEDISl-1 DIE1, IN
1755, PRINOIP.ALLY RESPECTING ':!,HE
LIQUOH THAFFIU.*

[Swedenhorg clearly saw the importance of preserving the
balance of trade in favour of Sweden; and in order to obtain
this desirable result, he advocated the development of the mining
interest and of home manufactures, and he was in favour of
stimulating the productive power of Sweden by all means
possihle. Intemperance, which prevailed in an alarming degree
among his countrymen, he regarded as one of the worst internal
foes of Sweden, preventing her from becoming a great manufacturing and agricultural nation. He was so much convinced
of this, that he wrote on the fiy-leaf of one of his theological
1\ISS.: "~rhe immoderate use of spirituous liquors will he the
dowHfall of the Swedish people." He p1·oposed several measures
to the ~wed ish Diet intended to lessen .the consumption of spirits,
and the waste of grain in the distillation of this pernicious drink.

* The original of this Fragment is in the volume of Swcdenhorg's "HiksdagRskrifter," leaf 7, in the 1.i1Jrary of the Academy of ~cieuces in ~tock
holm. It is important on account of fixing ~wcdcnLorg's whcre-aLouts in
li55.
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In order to diminish the number of drunkards, he recommended,
in one of his memorials to the Diet, that "all public houses
in town should be like bakers' shops, with an opening in the
window, through which those who desired might purchase
whiskey and brandy, without being allowed to enter the house,
and lounge about in the tap-room." (See Address of Councillor
of l\Iines S. Sandels 13 upon resigning the presidency of the
Academy of Sciences, April 24, 1782, p. 93.) Another of his
propositions, which was subsequently adopted by the Diet,
was, to limit the distillation of whiskey, and to raise it in
price Ly farming out the right of distilling it. His words in
his memorial to the Diet of Nov. 17, 1760, are as follows:
"If the distilling of whiskey-provided the public can be
prevailed upon to accede to the measure-were farmed out in
all judicial districts, and also in towns, to the highest bidder,
a considerable revenue might Le obtained for the country, and
the consumption of grain might also Le reduced: that is, if the
consumption of whiskey caunot be done away "·ith altogether,
which would be more desirable for the country"s welfare and
morality than all the income which could be realized from so
pernicious a drink."
Another of the sources of Sweden's weakness was in his
eyes a resolution passed by the Diet, l)y which the ba11k
was empowered to grant loans on all fixed and movable property in the state, ''"hich he regarded as the chief cause of the
enormous rise in the rate of exchange, from which the country
vms suffering at the time.
All these subjects are touehed upon in the following
fragment of a memorial, sent in to the Swedish Diet, in 17 55,
and which is contained in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter,"
presened among his 1\ISS. in the Library of the Academy of
Scienees in Stockholm.
"[The excess of imports over exports] amounts now annually to from three to four millions of clalers in silver, from which
every one may conelude as to the cause why our country decreases
every year in ''"ealth, and consequently in power; and from
which he may likewise see that we are imYa1 d1y poor, though
out,ranlly rich, as long as money advanced on our possessions
constitutes the circulating medium of our land.

Doc. 173.]

OY THE L[(JUOR TRAFFIC.

495

''The above [i. e. the calling in of ba.nknotes advanced
on mortgaged property, and the restoration of specie payments,
and the farming out of the distillation of whiskey] is my wellmeant proposition; for the sole purpose of restoring the balance
of trade in our favour, and for providing sufficient means for
the maintenance of our government. Should this proposition
[i. e. the fanning out of the distillation of spirits] be introduced
and tried, it would be but fair that the so-called "£lrank"
(swill) be distributed to the community without pay, and that
the price of whiskey be properly adjusted, so as to meet with
approval; also that some of their expenses [i. e. of those who
formerly distilled whiskey] be re-imbursed to them.
"I am aware that the whole of this subject is under the
consideration of the several Houses of the Diet at their various
meetings; but as this is a subject belonging to the management
of the state, which may be revised and amen<led at any subsequent meeting of the Diet, and as the welfare of our country
depends upon it-as has been shown-! hope the various
Houses will take it up and pass it: especially as such arguments
have been advanced, as have not, it is supposed, been previously
brought forward, and consequently neither examined nor sifted.
If this suhject be gone into, I have no doubt that the public
good, which is entirely based upon it, will carry the day, and
not self-iuterest, and that also in future it will meet with that
consideration which it deserves.
EM. SwEDENBORG.
Stockholm, Nov. 3, 1755.

DOCUJJfEJ.lT 174.

l\IEl\IORIAL TO THE SWEDISH DIET IN
FAVOUR OF A RETURN TO A PURE JVI:ETALLIC
CURRENCY.*
[The immediate cause leading to the preparation of this
memorial is stated by the biographer of N ordencrantz, 133
the Councillor of Commerce, in the Swedish " Biographiskt
Lexicon," (Vol. X, p. 34,) in the following words: "l\leanwhile
the confusion in the course of exchange increased from day
to day. As early as the year 1755 exchange had risen from
39 to 43 marks, and the bureau, which had been established for the purpose of regulating the course of exci1ange,
bad to declare its inability to do anything in the matter.
Contracts were indeed made with several business houses in
succession, with a view to prevent this upward tendency,
but these were all alike unsuccessful, especially when the
wart meanwhile began and caused disorder: a rix-claler
Hamburg currency had accordingly risen in 1760 from 55 to 70,
and in the following year from 68 to 75 marks. This caused
a meeting of the Diet to be called in 1 760, in which a
Committee of Finance was appointed, which afterwards was
changed into a Secret Deputation, and of this N ordencrantz
was a member; in it he was at first a shining light, but by

* The original of this memorial fillR 6 pages on leaves 19 to 23 of the
volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" among the 1\ISS. of Swedenborg in the Library
of the Academy of Sciences; it has been printed by the author of "Nya
Kyrkau och dess inflytanU.e pa Theologiens Studium i Sverige," in
part II, p. 73.
t The Seven Years' war, in which Sweden took part in 1757.
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UN THE RISE OF EXCHANGE.

a change in the parties [and we may add by the influence
of Swedenborg, who took strong ground against him] he lost
his great power, and the Deputation finally passed a resolution,
which differed very much from Nordencrantz's views."]
It is well-known that, from time immemorial, the course
of exchange in Sweden has been on a par with the coin which
has been in current use, aml that such also has been the case
in all other countries; whence it may be concluded that coin
alone regulates exchange. It may be seen clearly also from
this consideration, that no merchant is willing to hand over
his current coin, whether this be gold, silver, or copper, for
bills of exchange which stand higher than the actual marketprice of the money itself: inasmuch as he knows that the coin
itself is worth more to him in Holland, England, or Hamburg,
where payments are to be made, than is oflered to him by the
person issuing these bills of exchange. "'\Vhence it also has
happened, and it happens daily everywhere, that as soon as
exchange is above par, or above the real value of the current
coin, silver is sent out in order to restore the balance, by
which the course of exchange is raised. The same has also
happened in Sweden at all times, even since our copper currency,
which consists of plates, has been introduced; for the effect
of our plate currency which corresponds to the increased value
of silver amongst us, has been to keep exchange at the same
Talue, with the difference of only a mark or a mark and a half
below or above par, which has been caused by the difficulty or inconvenience of exporting our copper-coin, and trafficking, and
afterwards paying with it. It hence appears very plainly that the
intrinsic value of our current coin itself has kept exchange at its
own value, and regulated its price, and also that in later times,
as within the last 20 years, the rise of exchange from its
par value, which was 35 marks, first to 40, afterwards to 50,
and finally to 60 and 66 marks has been caused by paper which
represents money, and yet is not money, becoming the medium
of currency instead of coin. The exchange has thus lost its
former basis, and has found a new one, which now rests
principally upon iron, without mentioning the other products,
as brass, alum, tar, masts, boards, etc. These products,
as a basis of exchange, however, have by no means the same
32
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power to preserve a proper state of exchange as the intrinsic
value of coined money, inasmuch as they are merchandize,
and are in the hands of only a certain number of persons, who
alone have money abroad, and have it thereby in their power,
either by an arrangement among themselves, or by other expedients they may think of, to set whatever price they choose
upon the exchange; and this they are able to do, because the
coin of other merchants has no influence in regulating the
price of exchange.
When the cause, by which exchange bas been forced to
its present unreasonable height, is known, the following three
points come to be considered: 1. What injury is inflicted
thereby upon the country; 2. What has been the cause of a
paper currency taking the place of coined money possessing
an intrinsic value; 3. How is this difficulty to be remedied.
I. The injury inflicted upon the country by the exchange
having been forced to its present high rate, is to some extent
known, from the universal complaint about it; but it may
briefly be stated: 1. That all the necessaries of life which
are imported from abroad, as the raw material for most
manufactures, grain and eatables, and other merchandize subject
to what is called wear and tear, must be paid for at the rate
of exchange; likewise all home produce as oxen, cows, calves,
cattle generally, sheep, fowls, butter, tallow, fish, wood, timber,
deal, and other things which follow the course of exchange, and
are still rising in price; 2. Whence it follows that all the
requisitions from the public exchequer for the requirements
of the Royal Court, the clothing of the army, fortifications, the
construction of ships, the fitting out and maintenance of vessels,
the pay of ambassadors and resident ministers, must be bought
and paid for at the rate of exchange, and thus at double the
prices heretofore ; 3. \Vherefore all taxes and rates must be
increased, for which in time but few resources will remain, inasmuch as most of the owners of real estate render themselves
indigent by mortgaging their lands; 4. All labourers and workmen,
of whom the chief sinew and strength of the country consists,
are deprived of power, and they decrease in number on account
of the rise in the price of everything which they need for
their nourishment and maintenance; inasmuch as their wages
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do not increase in proportion to the rise in price; the injury
which is thereuy inflicted upon the public, may be seen, hut
cannot be described hriefly; 5. All officers, civil as well as
military, who have no means of their own, either by inheritance,
or acquired by their own exertions, or who have no perquisites
jn the usufi·uct of houses and lands, owned by the state and
furnished to its officers-all such have no sufficient income for
themselYes and families; wherefore they are induced and almost
compelled to seek resources wherever they may find them,
which most frequently cannot be done without detriment to
right and justice: such a state of things, however, ought to ue
avoided as much as possible, or else Sweden will be a ruined
country; 6. \Vithout mentioning the immense cost of carrying
ou war, compared with former times. These injuries and losses,
causeJ by the forcing up of the course of exchange, may be
seen by all; but those that can be seen only by the initiated
are as follows: (a) commerce comes gradually more and more
into a different state from any it has ever been in before,
and on account of the inconstancy and the unreasonaule
height of the course of exchange its utter destruction is feared
by many; (b) as long as paper currency is the only medium
for the interchange of commodities, no surplus in the balance
of the general trade of the country can ever be oLtained and
preserved, by which exchange may be forced down: for whatever
may be the condition of our balance, exchange may nevertheless be kept high; (c) the gains of those who profit by the
rise in exchange, are unreal and chimerical, as they are
subject to the fluctuation of the course of exchange, and are
neutralized by the universal dearth in the land; (d) there
is a danger of exchange being forced up still higher, perhaps
even to 100 marks for one rix-daler current in Holland, when
all the above injuries and losses will become heavier and more
oppressive; (e) our small coin, which in respect to our copper
}Jlates, is as 900 to 540, is insufficient for the uses of the
country, as soon as exchange rises above 60 marks; inasmuch
as the copper contained in it is then of more intrinsic value
than the value represented by our paper currency.
II. With respect to the cause Ly which paper currency has
taken the place of coined money possessing an intrinsic value,
32*
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it has principally been, 1. That the several Houses of the
Swedish Diet, on the representation of some, gave sanction
to the proposal that a general loan may be raised upon all
fixed and movable property, whereupon streams of paper, as
it were, issued from the bank, much in excess of the capital
of coined money possessed by the bank; whence it became
necessary to stop the issue of "plates" (20 shilling pieces) and,
to forbid their exportation, or else all our coined "plates"
would have been exported, and a paper currency, not based
upon coin containing a real value, would have flooded the
country. The Honourable Houses of the Diet have nevertheless done so from a well-intentioned purpose, inasmuch as they
had hoped to make the bank rich by the profits accruing from
these transactions, and to enhance thereby its credit much
more, than by having its vaults well filled with coin, and they
had expected thus to keep exchange in its usual course-but the
effects show now, that property received on such terms by
the bank, has no bearing upon the state of exchange, which
is regulated entirely by the coined money, which serves as a
medium of traffic both inland and abroad. Besides these
bills issued in excess by the banks, others were issued, by
which certificates of value received came to take the place of
coined money; which certificates are issued annually by the
bank, empowering the holder to draw the interest accruing
at the "lanbank" ; these certificates also represent the increase
of the capital of the bank-witness the money advanced by
it for the demands of the war. Such have been the principal causes by which coined money has disappeared from
circulation, and which have compelled all business and traffic
to be carried on by bank-bills based upon mortgaged property;
in which every one who holds such bills may imag·ine himself to own a share, but which he is unable to realize, as he
is able to do in the case of a private person, when he does
not obtain payment in current coin. From all this it is evident that the permission gTanted to the bank to lend money
on -all fixed and movable property has resulted in removing
every restraint from the course of exchange, as there is no
longer any coin of intrinsic value by which it may be kept
in check. l\Ioreover, the granting of this universal loan
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has also made things dearer in the country, because the
greater part of the mortgagers, on having money in their
hands, have encouraged the lust of living in state and of
giving dinners, whereby in addition to the enhanced price of
all merchandize in the country, subject to wear and tear, they
deprive themselves of the power of redeeming their property;
which is kept in view by very few. They also do not consider
that they have become less able thereby to pay their rates
and taxes, and the interest upon the borrowed capital, which
will have to be paid in time, because instead of being the
owners of their estates, they have become tenants of their
own lands and of their own houses. Hence it is that for a
time our country has been outwardly rich and inwardly poor;
but in the future it will become outwardly poor also, because
many are thinking as well of evil as of good expedients,
to enable them to continue the style of living which they have
begun, and which they intend to follow.
Ill. How is this difficulty to be remedied? As the cause
has been discovered by which exchange has been forced to
its present height, the remedies for lowering it may also be
discovered; wherefore, on the strength of what has been alleged
before, I take the liberty of submitting in all humility to the
Honourable Houses of the Diet the following propositions: 1. That
the general loan upon all fixed and movable property do
cease, and that henceforth no other loan be negotiated at
any banking office (cassa), except for the purposes of the
state, and upon gold and silver as was formerly the custom: for by such means alone did the bank again acquire
strength and wealth after the death of Charles XII, during whose reign it was thoroughly emptied. If the general grant of loans by the hank upon property be stopped,
there will soon be experienced a change in the dearth by
which our country is distressed. 2. That those who have raised
money upon their property be obliged to pay back annually
a certain percentage, besides the interest: whereby, after the
lapse of a certain period, the greater part of the certificates
of indebtedness, which are now in the market, will be called
in, and will be replaced by banknotes, which not only
represent money, but to all intents and purposes are money.
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:Moreover, as by such a policy confidence will be restored among
business men, so that within a certain time payment will be
received in lieu of certificates of indebtedness, which are
now in circulation, the course of exchange may by that time
decrease and fall; 3. That within that time the owners of
"lctnebanks-settlar," [i. e. of banknotes promising upon presentation to pay money as a loan upon property,] will be gratified
by having usual uanknotes given to them in place of the
former: for to pay for these annually in silver is paying 7 to
8 per cent, instead of 4~, when yet their owners have no
stronger claims than those who own hills of exchange, upon
which is printed: "this bill also shall be 1)aicl at the bank
upon presentation." On the other hand, however, the bank
may, by this process, be emptied again of its "plates," and
may experience such a deficiency of ready money, that the
country's treasury of coin, which is the bank, will scarcely be
able by wisdom and judgment to supply it. Necessity itself~
therefore, demands, what I now for the same reason propose;
namely 4. That the bank meanwhile save and collect as many
:'coin plates" as pbssible, and that no exportation, either of
"'plates" or crude copper, be permitted, inasmuch as these
are the only basis upon which the currency of the country
can be restored, and upon which the bank itself can be opened
again, and become such a bank as it was before, and such
as every bank in other countries is, and as must inevitably
at some time be done. 5. That the number of employes
at the bank be reduced, in proportion as its business
diminishes; that this reduction, however, take place according
to a general law, i. e. in proportion as the officials die, and
as worthy men can be promoted to some other more useful
place. 6. That the Iron-Office be abolished, as it has
made use of expedients for forcing up the price of iron,
whereby the course of exchange is constantly kept high and
can only be lowered a little now and then according to its
demand, and the remonstrances of several combined: for what
merchant can afford to purchase iron which is kept so high
in price, unless he see the high course of exchange to be advantageous to him, and therefore seeks to preserve it; as may also
be clone by those who trade in iron, inasmuch as they have
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the exchange chiefly in their own hands: for it is one thing
for iron to det<.,rmine the price of exchange, and quite a
different thing for exchang·e ·to determine the price of iron.
'rhe former is done when the Iron-Office finds the means of
keeping iron at a certain high price; without mentioning that
the trade in iron, which is the principal atul most lucrative
trade in the country, is thereby brought into great jeopardy.
7. A great portion of the bank-bills in circulation may be
brought in annually, if the distilling of whiskey-if the public
can be prevailed upon to enact this-be farmed out in all
judicial districts, and also in town, to the highest bidder;
whereby in time a considerable revenue may be obtained for
the country, and the consumption of grain may be reduced:
that is if the consumption of whiskey cannot be done away
with entirely, which would be more desirable for the welfare
of the country and for morality than all the income which
may be realized from so pernicious a drink. All this I consider myself, as a member of the Diet, in duty bound to
submit in all humility to the consideration of the several
Houses of the Diet, inasmuch as I am obliged according to
my ability to reflect upon and to submit for consideration
everything that may be of use to the public good of the
country; and the subject which I have discussed above is the
most important of all, inasmuch as the general welfare of the
country depends upon it: for the currency in a country is
like the blood in the body, upon which depends its life, health,
strength, and defence.
EMAN. SwED..ENBORG.

Stockholm, November 17, 1760.

DOCUJJIENT 175.

APPEAL TO THE HOUSES OF THE
DIET l.i~ FAVOUR OF THE RESTORATION OF A
l\IETALLIC CURRENCY.*
Unless the various Houses of the Diet at the present
session take steps to secure the return of the paper currency
to the bank, and the issue of coin possessing an intrinsic value
in its place, there is danger that the dearness of every thing
will continue to increase more and more, until the country
at last will become utterly exhausted and ready to perish;
which it assuredly will, unless another remedy for its restoration be found than a general bankn1ptcy on all the paper
currency. This bankruptcy, however, stares every man willing
to reflect upon this subject in the face, when he considers
that six dalers in paper are now equivalent to three dalers in
"plates" in our foreign commerce, and two dalers in "plates"
in our inland traffic; and if the dearness increases they may
finally be equivalent to a single daler in "plates." What could
then save the country from ruin? This fearful and terrible consequence can only be avoided by restoring specie payments.
:Many proposals may be devised and mentioned for forcing down
the high course of exchange, and 'arresting the dearness, but
they are all of little value except the one proposal, the purpose

* Four copies of this memorial are contained on leaves 28-32 in the
volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" mentioned in the last document; it has been
published by the author of "Nya Kyrkan," &c. in part IT, p. 72. A copy
of it was also communicated by him to Dr. Immanuel Tafel in 1841, by
whom it was inserted in his "Sammlung von Urkunden betreffend das
Leben und den Character Emanuel Swedenborg's," part Ill, p. 70. It is
also contained in the English and American editions of Dr. Tafel's
"Documents."
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of which is to restore a specie currency, such as has existed in
Sweden heretofore, and as exists in all other countries in the
world: for in coined specie itself lies the real value of exchange,
and consequently that of all merchandize. If any country
could exist by means of a paper currency, which is in the
place of money, but which is not money, it would he a
country without a parallel.
El\IAN.

s WEDENllORG.

DOCUJIENT 176.

...<\.DDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS vVt'rH RESPECT
~l'O THE COURSE OF EXCHANGE.*
:Many proposals may be brought forward for the purpose
of lowering the course of exchange, but they are all of little
value, except one. In proof of this assertion I desire to
discuss the following proposals:
I. That an Exchange-Bank be established, with "plates"
or copper as its basis.- Answer : by the institution of such
a bank the foundation would be drawn from under the present
State-Bank (Riksens Stiinde'i· Bank), and it would lose all its
credit.
II. That a large Company be formed to pay for all the
property of the country, and for all products, where it may
be desired, at a lower rate of exchange; and that rules be
established for the government of the said company. Answer: this cannot be effected without exercising compulsion on trade ; and exchange cannot be forced there by
below 50 or 60 marks, and the general welfare is not thereby
promoted.

* Two original copies of this memorial arc founcl on leaves 23 to 27
in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" preserved among the Swedenborg 1\ISS.
in the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
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III. That a paper currency based upon iron should be
introduced, and that it should circulate with a paper currency
based upon "plates."-Answer: this will not influence in the
least the course of exchange.
IV. That a separate paper currency based upon ''plates,"
and another based upon mortgaged property should be issued.Answer: this is impracticable because all paper based upon
"plates," would be purchased by paper based upon property,
and the bank would remain empty.
V. That the rate of exchange should be fixed, and that it
should be regulated by the price of those products of the
country which are exported.-Answer: this cannot be done,
as the rate cannot be fixed thus.
VI. Our chief care should be to obtain a surplus balance
of trade in our. favour: - Ans·wer: this will not affect the
course of exchange, inasmuch as this is exclusively in the
hands of those who deal in iron, etc.
VII. That iron, which has now become the basis of
exchange in the place of specie in "plates," shoulu be held
at a lower price.-Answer: those who hold iron are unwilling
to do this; moreover, the course of exchange depends upon
the discretion of the few who issue bills of exchange.
VIII. That all bank-bills in circulation should be diminished
in value.-Answer: this would cause ill-feeling in the country,
and yet not alter the course of exchange.
IX. That the present state of things should continue, until
the Bank receives back again the moneys it has advanced on
mortgages, and becomes rich thereby.-Answer: this will take
twenty years, and meanwhile the country will go on from worse
to worse.
Other propositions, besides these, may be originated and
mentioned, but all are of but little value, except one, which
consists in returning to a specie currency, such as has existed in
Sweden heretofore, and as exists in all countries in the world:
for in specie itself lies the real value of exchange. If any
country could exist by means of a paper currency, which
signifies money, but is not money; such a cow1try would be
unparalleled in the world.

DOCU.~-l!ENT

~IE~IORL\L

BY

177.

ADDRESSED TO THE KING,
SvVEDENBOHG.*

E~IANUEL

I have been informed that the official agent of the mining
district of Fahlun, l\Ir. l\Iuncktell, has applied to Your Royal
:Majesty for permission to export 1500 slceppuncl of crude
copper, and that an opinion has been requested on this subject
from the Colleges of the Treasury, of :Mines, an<l of Commerce.
The injury that would be done to the country by granting
the exportation of crude copper, may be seen from a memorial
submitted by myself to the various Houses of the Diet on the
course of exchange, where among the remedies for the restoration of specie payment I demonstrated the necessity of not
allowing copper, either in its crude state, or in the form
of "plates," to be exported from the country before the
State Bank ( Riksens Stiinder Bank) has again become
a specie paying hank, as it has been heretofore. Should
permission be granted to export crude copper, this resource would be lost. In order, however, to remove all
cause of complaint from the mining district of the Great
Copper-mountain, the following well-intentioned proposals are
made: 1. That for a certain number of years' leave be granted
to them to coin their copper freely into "plates," whereby
they would receive, on the basis of a specie currency, 540 dalers
in copper for each skeppund of copper. 2. In case this
cannot be granted, to coin the copper nevertheless for them,
in which case they would be able themselves to sell the
"plates" in the country, at whatever price they can obtain

* Two original copies of this "l\Iemorial" are contained on leaves 16
and 17 in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" referred to above.

508 SWEDENBORG IN THE HOUSE OF NOBLES. [Doc. 177.

for it; i. e. they might sell them wholesale and retail, whereby
they would gain a part of what they would profit by the
exportation of copper. 3. By such means a specie currency
may again circulate among the people, at the rate of from
3 to 4 tons of gold every year, and by the time the Diet
meets again, from 10 to 12, nay even 15 tons of gold may thus
circulate: otherwise the country will be entirely denuded of
coin, and perhaps the district officials themselves, together
with those engaged in the manufacture of copper, will meanwhile come to want, from not being able to obtain what they
need. 4. It is well kno·wn that copper is the foundation and
the main-stay on which we rely for the restoration of a specie
cm·rency in the land; wherefore, by allowing the export of
copper, the very foundation would be displaced.
As this subject is one of the most important, and affects
both our currency and the course of exchange, I most humbly
submit to Your Royal :Majesty whether, before a resolution is
taken with regard to the exportation of these 1500 skeppund,
Your Royal l\Iajesty would not deem it judicious to refer said
resolution together with my present humble memorial, to the
Private Committee ( Sekreta Utskottet ), by whom it may be
communicated to the Private Commission on Exchange.
Your most humble and dutiful servant,
EMAX. SWEDENBORG.

[Stockholm towards the close of 1760.]

DOCU1llENT 178.

lvfEl\IORL\L TO 'l,HE HOUSE OF NOBLES,
IN \\rHICH S\VEDENBORG DECLINES TO BE A
MEniBER OF THE PRIVATE CO~IlVIISSION
ON EXCHANGE.*
I thank you for the honour of inviting me to attend the
Private Commission on Exchange, but the Honourable House of
Knights and Nobles '\vill please to excuse me from becoming
a member of said commission, before I am convinced that
the provisional committee, collected by Nordencrantz,133 the
Councillor of Commerce, is authorized by law, and that it is
not partially or entirely absorbed and thus incorporated in said
Commission; inasmuch as this provisional Committee has not
been appointed and ordered according to the statutes of the
government regarding electors, but all its members to the
number of 48 have been nominated from three Houses hy
N ordencrantz,t 33 the Councillor of Commerce, alone, and he has
bound them by an oath not to divulge what is transacted
there; which is yet opposed to the law and safety of our
country, and also to many of the councillor's own expressions
and objections recorded in his book.
The HonouraLle House of Knights and Nobles will, moreover,
please to have suLmitted and read to them the oath, which
has Leen taken in the above-named provisional Committee;
and also to regulate and prescribe, as usual, the oath which
shall Le found necessary to be taken by those members of
the Commission that have been nominated by Councillor

* The original of this memorial is containeJ. in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" referred to above, on leaf 48.
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N ordencrantz's provisional committee, inasmuch as it cannot
be permitted that an oath should be prescribed, and afterwards administered, by any Sub-committee within itself.

DOCUJ!ENT 179.

RESOLUTION OFFERED IN THE DIET
RESPECTING THE SECRET DEPUTATION ON
EXCHANGE WHICH HAD BEEN APPOINTED.
A separate Commission on the course of exchange had
been resolved on, and was afterwards appointed, by the various
Houses of the Diet, and I had the honour to submit a
humble memorial on this subject which has, at my own request, been referred to the Private Committee of the various
Houses, because it chiefly concerns the Bank. As this
important subject is to be examined and reported upon
by two separate committees, it is submitted to the judgment
of the Honourable Houses of the Diet, whether it is not advisable that the above-named Commission should meet with
the Honourable Private Committee (Utskottet) on this subject,
so that they may jointly deliberate and report upon it. Another
reason is, that it very intimately concerns the Bank, which
is under the special supervision of the Private Committee;
moreover, it is the most important subject which has been
brought before the Honourable Houses of the Diet during the
present session.

* Two original copies of this Memorial are contained on leaves 23 to
27 in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" referreJ. to above.

DOCU.J.liEl-tT 180.

1\fE:\fORL\.L TO THE HOUSES OF THE DIET
BY E~I. S'VEDENBORG,
UPON READING .A. BOOK, WHICH WAS CIRCULATED .A.IIIONG THE J.IEIIfBERS OF
THE DIET, BY l;ORIJENCR.A.NTZ, THE COUNCILLOR OF COJIMEIWE.*

Inasmuch as the Honourable Houses of the Diet meet
now for the first time this year, and as the large Commission
enters upon its duties, I therefore have the honour to wish
a blessed progress to it, and a prosperous and unanimous conclusion. But, at the same time, I take the liberty of subjoining
the following remarks, and of submitting them in all humility:
That the large Commission would please to take into
consideration everything that is submitted to it as having
taken place against law and regulations, and that it would
pay due regard to the public affairs which concern the whole
country, referring with recommendations to the separate
committees whatever concerns private individuals. Further,
that the large Commission should, with all care and prudence,
seek to avoid the spread of general complaints against our
* The Swedish original of this paper which is preserved in the Library
of the Academy of Sciences on leaves 14 an<l 15 of Swedenborg's "Riksdagsskrifter" was printed by the author of "Nya K)Tkan," &c, in part II,
p. 53-55. A French translation of it had previously been printed hy
Benedict Chastanier in his "Journal Novi-Jcrusalemite," part IV, 1787;
and from this a German translation had been prepared by Dr. Immanuel
Tafel, and inserted in his "Sammlung von Urkunden," &c. part III,
p. 52-63, where also Chastanier's French translation is reprinted. An
English translation of this paper, which had been prepared from a French
reprint of Chastanier's translation by M. Le I3oys des Guays in "La Nouvelle
Jerusalem," 1840, p. 53, was published by J>rof. Bush in the American
euition of l\Ir. Smithson's "Documents collected Ly Dr. Immanuel 'rafel,"
p. 172.
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established laws and government, on account of mistakes
that may have been committed, or that may be committed in
future, inasmuch as mistakes happen in every country, and
with every man-but if a government should be considered
simply from its faults, this would be like regarding an individual
simply from his failings and deficiencies ; and by this the road
to its misfortune would be opened, and it would also, most
undoubtedly, enter upon it.
The Honourable Houses of the Diet will kindly allow me
to explain myself more at length, and to illustrate my meaning
by what follows. 1. If an individual, who has an honest heart
and loves the welfare of his country, has all his short-comings
and faults added up and published among the people, is not
his honour thereby assaulted, and he himself in the eyes of
all men looked upon as unworthy and contemptible? In order
to place this in a better light, I will take, as an instance,
N ordencrantz/ 33 the Councillor of Commerce, and myself.
Should all om· faults, arising from our weakness and ignorance,
be traced out and summed up, and overlaid with black colours,
we would very soon appear in the eyes of the public as black
bodies, although in respect to our well-intentioned purposes
and good disposition for our country's welfare, I presume we
might appear as white as any other well-disposed man in the
country. 2. Every human being is inclined by nature, and
nothing is easier and pleasanter for him to do than to
find faults in others, and to pass an unfavourable judgment
upon them, inasmuch as all of us are by nature inclined to
see the mote in our brother's eye, and not to see the beam
in our own eyes; moreover, we are apt to strain a gnat, an<l
to swallow a camel. All proud and evil-disposed men place
their prudence in finding fault with, and blaming, others; and
all generous and truly Christian souls place their prudence in
judging all things according to circumstances, and hence in
excusing such faults as may have arisen from weakness, and
in inveighing against such evils as may have been clone on
purpose. 3. The same also happens in a general way in that
which concerns governments: faults, numberless faults, may
l1e found in all, so that volumes might be filled with them.
Should I undertake to make known all the mistakes, of which
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I heard, and which I know from my own experience have
happened in England and Holland to the detriment of justice and the public good, I believe I might fill a whole
book with lamentations; wheu, nevertheless, those governments,
together with our own in Sweden, are the very best in Europe,
as every inhabitant, notwithstanding all the shortcomings
which happen there, is safe in his life and property, and no
one is a slave, but they are all free men. 4. The Honourable
Houses of the Diet will allow me to go still higher: If in
this world there should exist a heavenly government, consisting of men who had an angelic disposition, there would
nevertheless be in it faults caused by weakness, together
with other short-comings; and if these were ferreted out,
reported, and exaggerated, this government too might be
undermined by calumny, and thereby gradually a desire might
he raised among the well-disposed to change and destroy it.
5. The best government, and that which is most wisely arranged,
is our own government in Sweden; inasmuch as all things are
connected here as in a chain, and are joined together for the
purpose of administering justice from the highest leader to
the lowest. This every man may see if he chooses; inasmuch
as every district judge (lzaradshO.fding) is under a superior
judge (lagman); the superior judge together 'vith the district
judge are under the superintendence of the Supreme Court
( Hqf-ratten), the Supreme Court is subject to an appeal to
the King, and the appeal to the King again may be reversed
by an appeal to the Houses of the Diet. Again the policeconstables and bailiffs (liinsman och fogde) are under the
direction and order of the provincial governors (landshQ[ding),
the provincial governors are under the Supreme Court and
the several Departments of the State (collegier), these are
under the Royal Senate, and the Royal Senate, together with
the Departments of the State, are under the administration of
the four Houses, by whom separate commissions or committees
are appointed at every session of the Diet over each of these.
\Vithout failing to mention that the higher as well as the
lower officials are responsible to the comptrollers and attorneys of the government (jiskaler), and the Houses of the Diet
are answerable to God, in case they have no respect for
33
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law, nor obey it as their only sovereign. It may be seen
hence that our government is so wisely fitted together and
subordinated, that no one, whoever he may be, can do anything arbitrarily or illegally; and that every one who is
right is able to obtain right, and if wronged is able to have
the judgment reversed. Yet it is i~possible to escape all distortions of right, and all wrong interpretations of law, since most
men are subject to human weaknesses, and hence are inclined
to one of two parties either by friendship, relationship, hope
of promotion, or of presents, and this mal-practice cannot be
uprooted under any government, however excellent it may be.
But, notwithstanding all this, that one ruby shines in the
sceptre of the Swedish government, that all are safe with
regard to their life, property, and vocation; that every rank
is safe in the enjoyment of its privileges, and especially the
agriculturists, whose fields yield them their increase, so that
it may be said in truth, that we are a free people 1 and that
no one is a slave who leads the life of a useful citizen. 6. I
beg, that what I have just stated may be accepted as a
counter-balance to a different statement, which may be filled
with charges of mistakes and short-comings: for justice is like
a pair of balances, with which it is also compared, where all
the good is place cl in one scale, and all the bad in the other,
and where it will be found that the good in our government
far over-balances the bad. 7. As the large Commission is
going to enter upon its duties to-clay, I desire most earnestly
by the above considerations, to prevail upon it to examine
and. settle, in accordance with justice, the small and great
mistakes that are supposed to have been committed since
the last session of the Diet; to excuse the failings caused
by weakness, to rectify those that arose from ignorance, and to
punish those that have been committed from an evil purpose.
But above all I desire it to take care lest by an enumeration
of too many short-comings, it create among the people themselves, and among the Houses of the Diet now assembled,
discontent with the excellent government established among
us: for in accordance with the old proverb, it might in that
case happen that in avoiding Charybdis one falls into Scylla,
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and that from the egg which is supposed to contain a bini
of paradise, there is hatched a basilisk.
Your most obedient servant,
EMAN. Sw:ElJENllORG.

(January 12, 1761.J

DOCUJ.l!Efi,TT 181.

REYIE\V OF NOHDENCHANTZ'S BOOI{.
[On the subject of Nordencrantz's book, the author of "Nya
Kyrkan," etc. part II, p. 56, writes as follows: ''The reason
why Swedenborg mentioned the name of N ordencrautz, 133
the Councillor of Commerce, in his memorial of January 12,
was, that that gentleman, who was one of those in the country
who were dissatisfied with the manner in which the government was carried on, had published a special work, which
had been submitted by him to each of the four Houses
at one of their full meetings. In this work he ha<l sounded
a fearful alarm ahout the condition of the country, and made
charges in general against judges, senators, and civil officers,
and also proposed several radical changes which seemed
necessary to him in the form of government. A summary
of these inculpations and of the proposals for improving the
form of government, Swedenborg collected for the purpose of
refuting them, in the following nine points, where what is
printed in Italics is extracted from N ordencrantz's book, and
the rest contains SwedenLorg's refutation."

S3*
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The whole of what follows is taken from the l\ISS. that
were left by Swedenborg. The title of Swedenborg's paper
is as follows:]

SHORT EXTRACTS FROM THE BOOK OF

NORDENCRANTz,m THE OOUNCILLO!t

OF COMMERCE, WITH REMARKS UPON THE SAJJIE.*

I. With respect to the first point, that all state offices high
as well as low, except the ecclesiastical and military, should be
changed every second or third year, every one may reflect
1. how the Swedish country would look if all state officers, viz.
Senators, Presidents, Councillors in the Supreme Court, in
the Departments of Chancery, War, Exchequer, l\fining, and
Commerce, all Assessors and provincial Governors, superior
and district Judges, .Mayors and Council-men, etc., should henceforth, after every second year, be dismissed, and new ones
appointed in their place for two or three years. How should
the new officers be obtained? What should their qualifications
be? 2. What should those who have been dismissed do
to feed themselves, their wives, and children? and would
not the greater part of them be obliged to go about begging? 3. Does not every office require its own knowledge
and experience, which are acquired and increased throughout
a whole life-time? 'Vhat great acts of injustice and what confusion would arise, simply from the ignorance and inexperience

* The Swedish original of this paper under the title: "Kort utdrag utaf
Commercie Radet Herr Nordencrants Bok," &c., fills five pages on leaves
33 to 35 in the volume of "Riksdagsskrifter" among the Swedenborg 1\fSS.
in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm. It was printed
by Dr. Kahl in his "Nya Kyrkan," &c., part IT, pp. 56 to 63.
This pa11er was adverted to by Count A. J. von Hopken in his first
letter to General Tuxen, in the following words: "The most solid memorials,
and the best penned, at the Diet of 1761, on matters of finance, were
presented by him (Swedenborg). In one of these he refuted a large work
in quarto on the same subject, quoted all the corresponding passages of it,
.and all this in less than one sheet."
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of the new officials, who would have to be changed every second
or third year? 'Vhat an amount of gifts and bribes would have
to be given and taken [during their time of otlice ], in onler that
they might secure a livelihood for future time! 4. Prom this the full
absurdity of the proposal may be seen; yea it appears almost at
tirst sight from this consiJeration only, that it militates Jirectly
against an institution which has been estalJlished in Sweden from
times immemorial, and which is likewise one of the pillars for
the preservation of our freedom, inasmuch as every one finds
himself secure in his office during his life-time, but insecure
under an arbitrary government, and still more so in case such
a proposal should be enacted.
II. That the legislative cmd judiciary or executive power should
not be united in one person/ that is, that no government offirial
slwulcl have a vote in the Diet, or lJe a member qf lt committee
qf tlte Diet; by the judiciary or executive (lagskipamle) power
are understooJ government officials, and by the legislative
(lugstijtande) power the Houses of the Diet. The following
points must here be taken into consideration: 1. How would
our House of Nobles look, and how would it be composed,
if all civil officials of the government, high as well as low,
were separated from it? Again, how would the House of
Burghers look, if all Burgomasters and Council-men were
taken out of it? 2. 'Vhat would become of the private
committee and all the remaining committees, if there were
no men of office among them who possess the requisite knowm
ledge and experience of the matters discussed there? 3. At
every Diet the practice is followed, and carefully preserved, of
not having any members of the government departments and
of the higher and lower courts of justice in the committees,
which are placed over them? "rhat more can be wanted?
4. This proposal also militates directly against our form of
govermnent, which decrees, that every noLle family should have
a seat and vote in the House of NolJles, and that none lJe excluded on account of his being an official of government; the very
maintenance and security of our government depends upon this.
rrhese are the two chief proposals which run through the
Look of ~ ordencrantz, the Councillor of Commerce, from hcginniug to end.
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Ill. Statements 'respecting unjust dealings of a judge in
general, and eveyy otlwr man in JJaYticulcw, also on the inL
]Je1jections of our law, may be brought forward by thousands,
and generally on unjust grounds, inasmuch as every one who
loses his case considers himself unjustly treated; as is also
probably the case with the specimen brought forward and
specially mentioned by the Councillor of Commerce himself.
The best course to be followed is to report special cases of
this kind to the Houses of the Diet, when justice will be dealt
out to him who is in the right.
IV. Denunciations againr;t resolutions passed by the Houses
of the Diet I will not touch upon, as the Houses themselves
are in session, and are able to express themselves on these
matters.
V. About corrupt practices ancl the arbitrary 1Jower wield
eel by many (mangvalde), and also by individuals (enval de) at
the sessions qf the Diet, much is said, and by the arbitrary
power wielded by many are meant the combinations, cliques,
or caucuses (sammansi;ittningar), which are formed at the
various Diets. Hereupon the following answer may be given.
1. In free governments it is impossible to prevent corrupt
practices and power being exercised by cliques on the ground
of such practices; yet these are continually undergoing changes,
i. e. they increase and decrease at every session of the Diet: in
Sweden, however, tl1ese practices are much more insignificant
than in England, as is even admitted by the author; moreover,
they cannot grow to such an extent as to be injurious to our govern·
ment, inasmuch as we have four Houses, one of which has as much
power as the other; besides every member in each House has the
same right of voting, so that a general and individual counterbalance is provided against corrupt practices and against power
being exercised by combinations. 2. Moreover, corrupt practices
in free governments are like small ripples, compared with large
waves in absolute monarchies (enwalde); in absolute or arbitrary monarchies favourites and the favourites of favourites, yea
the unlimited monarch himself, are corrupted by men studying and appealing to their passions; of which many terrible
instances may be given, which have taken place in such kingdoms. I may be allowed to cite in a few words what has
4

4
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happened under two of our unlimited monarchs, viz. Ki11g
Charles XI and King Charles XII. The former was corrupted by his own passion for carrying out the policy of sequestration (reduction), with a cruel mode of liquidation, and
of issuing many decrees for carrying out the same, nuder
which they who chose could expropriate and confiscate all manorial and freehold estates, which were in the possession of
the nobility throughout the whole country. The latter was
corrupted at the hands of Baron GUrtz 78 by his passion for
putting himself in possession of the whole Bank; of calliug in
all silver coin in the whole country, no matter by whom it
was held; of allowing every one to advance money upon
the property of others, and, in case they could not redeem
it, to take possession of it; of forcibly taking all who
could bear arms, and exposing them to the enemy. By
these and many other similar measures Baron Gortz 78 succeeded in corrupting Charles XII. by pandering to his passion
for war. From this it may be seen that one absolute
or arbitrary monarch is able to do more mischief in one year,
than a clique or combination of many at a session of the Diet
could accomplish in a hundred years; inasmuch as in the
various Houses of the Diet their influence is counterbalanced
generally and individually; while in an absolute monarchy
there is no such counter-weight. 3. Inasmuch as the author
makes such an ado about the power exercised by many, [i. e.
by cliques,] being more insufferable than that exercised
in an arbitrary monarchy, I desire him to reflect upon this
case, and to subscribe and rubricate it, viz. that one man
nominates out of three Houses forty-eight members to form a
committee, of which he himself is the speaker, and that he
binds these members by an oath not to divulge what is transacted and discussed in that committee.
VI. Against .Promotions to highe1· posts of lwnou1·, and on
rank ancl titles: against the former an objection is brought
only in one place in the book, 'vhere a reply is made, that
such promotions are no encouragement for virtue alld
merit.
VII. Against the esta7Jlislmzent of mines and iron-tcorks
in Stceden objections are made in two places, where a state-
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ment is made, that they are scarcely of any use to the country;
when yet Sweden owes to them all her motive power in commerce
and every-day life, and derives from them all her revenue and
wealth, and with their products pays for all her importations
from abroad, for the purposes of manufacture, and for clothing
and food. But, perhaps, this allegation is introduced for this
reason, that the iron-works at Schebo have slipped out of the
hands of the Councillor of Commerce.
VIII. That the power of the censor of the ]Jress is too
limited in Sweden, and that he ought only to be answerable
to the Houses of the D,iet, and onght to rank with the Chancellor of the Court: on this subject I cannot make any observation, either in favour or in opposition to it; inasmuch as
the Houses of the Diet, which are now in session, can themselves deliberate on this subject, and settle it in such a manner
as may be found most useful to the country.
IX. The first two pro]Josals and the fifth seem to furnish
arguments in favour of an absolute 'monarchy; but that they
do not furnish any arguments in its favour, may be seen from
the preceding answers. I pass over several statements which
have been made in certain places, because they seem to be
disregarded in the book itself.
In conclusion, as the book has been published and circulated
among the Houses of the Diet, and cannot be called in again,
and it is not advisable that it should, it is submitted, whether
free access to it ought not to be permitted to all, in order that
the proposals discussed in it may be opposed in writing~ and
that such answers may be freely printed, so that all may appear
in a light which cannot be seen clearly in the book itself, on
account of its prolixity from the many long discourses, extracts from governmental acts, citations from authors ancl
the digressions to which they give rise, which might cause an
impression with the reader, as if they were profoundly excogitated, wise, and learned.
If a reference be required to the pages of the book where
these nine propositions are sought to be established, such reference will be given on demand, as they are all marked.
EM.

SwEDENBORG.
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[To this the author of ".Nya Kyrkan," etc., makes the following addition, "The preceding remarks with a few others
of less importance, which we have passed over, Swedenborg
made against N ordencrantz's book ; he communicated them
to the gentleman himself, had them introduced into the protocol of the House of Nobles, and announced to a full session
(till plena) of each of the four Houses.)

DOCUJIENT 182.

FIHST LETTEU, OF E~IANUEL S\VEDENBORG
TO NOHDENURANTZ, 133 COUNCILLOH
OF CO)lMERCE.
(ENCLOSING A COPY OF THE FOREGOING REJIARKS.)"-

I have the honour of communicating to you a few remarks
on your book, upon which you have expended a good deal of
thought, and I hope you will not regard with disfavour my
having made and communicated them to you; but our form of
government and our freedom are dear to me. You will not find
any cause to retort in strong terms upon my remarks, as I
have gone the mild and not the hard way, and have not employed harsh terms in exposing what has been written ag·ainst
our estalJlished form of government for the purpose of upsetting its chief fundamental pillar, where besides detracting
language has been used of everything else: nor in exposing
what has been said about an arbitrary monarchy, and other
matters. :Moreover, I do not intend to pursue the bard way,
unless you shoulcl express yourself in too strong terms respecting my remarks-,vhich I do not anticipate. As to the
,. A Swedish copy of this letter is contained in Vol. XVI, p. 311 ofthe
"Herh-rius Collection of Letters," &c. in the Library of the H.oyal Academy
of ~ciences in ~tockholm.
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rest, I commend myself to your favourable consideration,
and remain, well-born Councillor of Commerce,
Your most obedient servant,
EM.

S WEDENBORG.

Stockholm, January 31, 1761.

DOCU1liENT 183.

LETTER OF EMANUEL SvVEDENBORG TO
BARON [CARL FREDRIC HOPKE~].*
High-born Baron and President,
I have the honour of sending to you the enclosed remarks on the book of N ordencrantz/ 33 the Councillor
of Commerce, together with a copy of my letter to the
Councillor of Commerce, which I addressed to him yesterday
with a copy of my remarks. You "''ill please not to let any
one read the copy of my letter, with the exception of His
Excellency your brother,t who does not yet know anything
about this; the remarks, however, may be seen by any one who
would like to see them ; for they are made upon a printed
book, against which any one may write or publish what he
pleases.
I remain with [all due respect,]
[El\r. SwEDE~BORG.]
[Stockholm, February 1, 1761.)

* There seems to be no doubt that this letter was written to Baron
Carl :FreJric von Hopken, 134 the brother of Count Anders J ohau von
Hopken,2s as he was at the time President of the Exchequer-College
(Cammar-Collegiwm). He was a younger brother of Count Hopken, and
died in 1778. A Swedish copy of this letter in S\veclenborg's O\\'n handwriting is preserved in the Library of the Academy of Sciences among Swedenborg's "Riksdagsskrifter," on leaf 57.
t Count Anders J ohan von Hopken,2s who was at the time Pl'ime
Minister of Sweden.
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REPLY OF NORDENCRANTZ/ 33 THE COUNCILLOR
OF CO:nil\lEHCE, TO S\VEDENBORG'S
FIHSrr LETTER.*
I should be wanting in the esteem which I owe to so worthy
and learned a man, if I left unanswered the letter with which
you honoured me on the 31st of last month, and which contained some remarks on the work which has been distributed
among the Honourable Houses of the Diet. Still with regard to
its contents I have no other reply to make than this, that
although both of us seem to have the same end in view, viz.
to seek the truth, and to be of use to our country, we may
yet err in respect to the ways and means, wherefore you are
quite at liberty to expose my errors in public, either by the
press or by memorials communicated to the Honourable Houses
of the Diet. Again, it is not in my power, nor, if it was, is
it my wish, for the sake of enlightening those whom it concerns, to deny to you either one or both of these ways ; but,
on the contrary, as you have sent me your remarks, which was
scarcely necessary, I challenge you to do the same for the
sake of truth and of light. I myself will furnish you an
occasion of choosing the way through the Houses of the
Diet, by an answer to a memorial written against me
some time ago, and which was submitted to the Houses
of the Diet while I was unwell, and of which I received
notice only a few days ago. As you are animated by such a
praiseworthy zeal to enlighten our fellow-citizens with respect

* A copy of the Swedish original of this letter is in the "Bergiue Collection of Letters," &c. Vol. XVI, p. 312, in the Library of the Academy uf
Sciences in Stockholm.
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to some errors committed against the fundamental laws, against
truth and justice, no better opportunity could be given, than
will be afforded to you by myself; but if your honour should
suffer as much in this undertaking, as, in a sufficiently palpable manner even at the expense of truth, you have sought
to tarnish mine, which you have clone in the remarks enclosed to me, I must beg you not to lay the blame of it on me.
"\Vhichever channel, however, you may seek for our controversy,
whether you choose the Houses of the Diet or the press, I am
ready for either (ad utrumque JJaratus). :Meanwhile I cannot regard it otherwise than as a mere matter of politeness
that you have chosen to communicate your remarks to me, and
I cannot think it has been your intention that I should explain myself to you in a similar manner ; this is plainly impossible: for as the purpose of your criticisms is no doubt
to enlighten the Houses of the Diet and our fellow-citizens on
the subject of my errors, that purpose can only be realized by
making your remarks public through the press-inasmuch as
the supposed errors are also printed.
Meanwhile I desire you to remain assured, that neither
the censor nor I will allow the charge to be brought against
us, either in public or in private, of having written against the
fundamental laws. "\Ve repudiate the charge, as a charge of
treason, which could be expiated only by the loss of life,
honour, and possessions. I remain, well-born Assessor,
Your most obedient servant,
N ORDENCRANTZ.
Stockholm, February I, 1761.
[The reply of N ordencrantz, the Councillor of Commerce,
upon Swedenborg's memorial read before the several Houses
of the Diet on Jan. 12, 1761. was placed in due time before
these Houses, while Swedenborg was out of town. Upon his
return he read the following memorandum in the House of
Nobles:]

DOCUJ.llE1VT 185.

STATE1\fENT READ BY E1\fANUEL S\YEDENTIORG
IN THE HOUSE OF NOBLES.
P. 11I.

(PRO lJIEJIORI.A.).•

When the memorial which Nordencrantz/33 the Councillor
of Commerce, wrote against me was read, I was not in town,
but I had occasion to read it at the next meeting of the whole
House; and I was surprised then to find, that this gentleman
had applied to himself every thing I had ·written in my memorial of the 12th of January; when yet it was written for
all those, whoever they may be, who collect charges of faults
and short-comings, and thereby seek to make the people
discontented with our excellent government, and to prepare
the way thereby for a revolution, by which the country might
fall unawares into the hands of an arbitrary government. All
this N ordencrantz, the Councillor of Co~merce, ought not to
have applied exclusively to himself.
Read in the House of Nobles on February 16, 1761.

* The Swedish original of this memorandum is found in the I.1ibrary of
the Academy of Sciences in Stoekholm among Swedenborg's "Riksuagsski-iftcr" on leaf 56.
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STATEMENT PREPARED BY SvVEDENBORG
IN REPLY TO THE l\fEMORIAL OF
NORDENCRANTZ,133
INSERTED IN THE JJIINUTES OF THE HOUSE OF NOBLES.*

From what has just been read, I learn that my memorial,
which was read on January 12, is supposed to militate against
the liberty which every member of the Diet has of lodging complaints against unjust dealings committed either by judges or
civil officers.
But my humble memorial on the contrary
insists that all such things ought to be reported, inquired into,
and settled, especially by the large secret commission or committee. l\fy object in submitting this memorial has been, to
prevent in time our excellent established form of government
from being darkened• and blackened by the charge of a countless number of faults against it, whereby the desire for revolution is engendered. And as it is supposed by somealthough I do not share this apprehension-that this result m~y
be produced by the book of N ordencrantz/33 the Councillor
of Commerce, I therefore beg permission to hand in a few
remarks upon it ; especially as I understand that similar
charges will be brought before the other Houses. In these
remarks I propose to show the great absurdity of a proposal
made there with the claim of being rational, by which all
officers of the state, with the exception of the clergy and the
army, are to give up their places every second or third year.

* The Swedish original of this paper, under the heading

a Sn•ar

till

protocollet," is preserved on leaf 58 in the volume of Swedenborg's "Riks-

dagsskrifter" in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
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And inasmuch as X ordencrantz, the Councillor of Commerce,
has nominated from three Houses the members of a Committee
of which he is the chairman, and as he has bound them by
an oath not to dinllge anything that may be transacted there,
I should like also to suLmit in all humility a paper wherein
are shown what consequences and dangers such a gathering
may have, unless the Honourable Houses of the Diet keep an
eye upon it, and resolve that this committee shall not be a
precedent for any future time.

SWEDENBOHG'S ANSWER TO NORDENCR.A.NTZ'S133 1\fEl\fORIAL TO THE
HOUSES OF THE DIET.*
In my memorial, which was handed in on January 12, I
have not incriminated any one in particular; but I have simply
stated in general that there is no cause of inculpating our
excellent government by charging 1t with short-comings, nor
of blaming our judges and executive governors by accusing
them of injustice and negligence, unless such cases are specifically stated: for such charges may be obtained by the thousand, though chiefly without any one being willing to certify
to their truth, as every one who loses his case considers himself
unjustly treated, and from spite collects similar cases from
others. The cause of my humble memorial was the perusal of
a book which had been distriLuted among the several Houses
of the Diet, and wherein I did not find a single passage in
which our government is praised, but, on the contrary, in which
it is found fault with from beginning to end; when yet our

* The Swedish miginal of tlus paper is in the Library of the
Acallemy of Science in ~tockholm on leaf 53 of ~wedenborg's "H.iksdagssk.rifter," under the heading "Acl Protocollwm."
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government is not only good, but is even the best of all. I
excuse, however, all those who by nature are inclined to find
fault with every thing which they see and hear : as they cannot do otherwise than follow their own nature and bent, according to the proverb, that every bird sings according as its bill
is formed.
·
EM.

SWEDE:t-.l30RG.

[Stockholm, February 16, 1761.]
[Addressed by Swedenborg to the Speakers of the Houses
of the Clergy, of Burghers, and of Peasants.]

DOCU:JIENT 188.

SECOND LETTER OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG
TO NORDENCRANTZ,
THE COUNCILLOR OF COMMERCE.*
As I had the honour of communicating to you some
passages from your book with remarks thereon, I am
under the necessity of informing you that I have corroborated
these remarks by some extracts, and have made them public
simply for the purpose of showing that the nine points in
my remarks are correctly made. I was obliged to do this, in
order to avoid the imputation of having produced false charges.
They are mere extracts without any addition ; and as they
fill ten sheets in large handwriting, I am unable to communicate them to you on account of the sheer trouble of
transcribing them: still I have no doubt that you will be able
to examine them in the hands of some one else.
I am surprised to find from the memorial which you have
handed in, in reply to mine of Jan. 12, that you apply all
that was written therein to yourself, when yet it was for

* The original draught of this letter, of which the above is a translation,
is preserved. on leaf 50 of Swedenborg's "Riks<lagsskrifter" in the Library
of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
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all in general wherever they may be. .My having mentioned
you in it, and having placed you in the same category with
myself, was for the purpose of exempting you from it, and
thus of preventing you from attributing to yourself anything of
what followed. "\Vhen flpring comes I expect to have the honour
of your company in my garden, and hope that you will enjoy
yourself there with Oelreich/ 09 the Councillor of Chancery, and
his good lady.
I remain with all due respect,
[El\r.

SwEDENBORG.]

[Stockholm, February 17, 1761J

DOCUltfE1VT 189.

LETTER FR01I SWEDENBORG TO (BARON
CARL FREDRIC HOPKEN.J *13 i
Pro 1\Iemoria.
You will kindly permit me to send you these extracts from
the book of N ordencrantz/ 33 the Councillor of Commerce, which
are made for the purpose of proving that the excerpts and the
remarks made upon them which I have quoted and sent you before,
are correctly stated ; for otherwise the author and his supporters may spread the idea, that these things are connected
in a different manner. "\Vill you, high-born Baron and
President, upon receiving this, kindly give it a cursory examination ; it consists of mere extracts without any indication
that the former belongs to me, but not the latter. I do not
know whether I dare take the freedom of asking you to have
four copies of the enclosed made by one of your subordinates,
so that upon receiving them I may he able to present one to

* Compare Document 183. The original draught of this letter, of which
the above is a trauslation, is preserved on leaf 55 of the volume of SwedenLorg's "Riksdagsskrift.cr" in the LiLmry of Hu~ Academy of Scie11ccs in
Stockholm.
34
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each House; as they must have received my former document
before this time.* I am quite willing to pay the copyists. I
entreat you most humbly to forgive me the liberty which I
have taken; for I myself have not any opportunity for getting
this done.
[El\r.

SwEDENBORG.]

[Stockholm, February 17, 1761.]

DOCUJJ1E1vT 190.

REPLY OF NORDENCRANTZ/33 THE COUNCILLOR
OF COl\Il\IERCE, TO SWEDENBORG'S
SECOND LETTER.t
Well-born Assessor,
You have been pleased to inform me in n.
recent letter, that you have made an additional extract from
my book, by which you intend to prove, that I have written
against the fundamental laws of the country, and also that I
may receive a copy of it through some one else.
Since my last answer I have expected to see the first nine
remarks made public, either by the press or by a memorial
addressed to the several Houses of the Diet. As, however,
this has not been clone, and meanwhile copies have been circulated secretly in the town, you must not think it strange,
if I leave such writings unanswered, unless they appear either
in print, like the one which is criticized, or are brought either
before the Houses of the Diet or before His 1\tiajesty: but
when I do answer them I shall class them among libels, if
they are circulated secretly; and the charge of having written

* Swedenborg seems to have delayed the handing in of his "Remarks"
to the several Houses of the Diet for the purpose of gaining time for the
preparation of the extracts, by which these remarks were to be supported.
t The Swedish original of this letter is contained in the "Bergius
Collection of Letters:" &c. Vol. XVI, p. 314, in the Library of the AcaJ.emy
of Sciences.
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against the fundamental laws of the country I regard as a
calumny and a lie of the most infamous kind, and the criminality of which cannot be excused on the plea of ignoYance of
what is properly understood by fundamental laws.
I remain, well-born Assessor,
Your most obedient servant,
N ORDENCRANTZ.
Stockholm, February 18, 1761.

DOCU3IENT 191.

A.
THIRD I_JETTER OF SvVEDENBORG IN REPLY
TO C. R. NORIJENCltAl~TZ. 133*
Well-born Councillor of Commerce,
l\iy answer to your last letter is as follows: I
have only done what was done by yourself. You announced
your book "till plena," (i.e. to the four Houses in full sitting,)
and afterwards made it public; I extracted from, and remarked
upon, your book, and afterwards made extracts from it for the
purpose of furnishing proofs; I then announced this "till plena"
in the four Houses, and afterwards made it public. The difference simply is, that the one is printed, and the other written;
and as I did all openly, and, besides, communicated it to you,
and informed you of it, and did not circulate it in secret, you ·ought
to have hesitated before applyingtheofl'ensiveword "libel." Ag·ain
as I have not once mentioned the word "fundamentallaw"either
in my first or in my later communication, the words "calunmy and
lie ot the most i1?famous kind" ought not to have flowed from
your head into your pen: for to write in such a style is the
mark rather of an irrational than of a rational man. Accordingly, you rubricate only my last communication, which con-

* The Sweuish original of this letter is preserveJ. in the "Bcrgius
Collection of Letters," &c. Vol. XVI, p. 315, in the Library of the Acauemy
of Sciences in Stockholm.
34*
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sists entirely of extracts from your own book. Meanwhile
the above words remain standing to your own account.
You are now at full liberty to address yourself to the
Houses of the Diet, and to leave your own and my affair
to their high judicature. I presume you will not indulge in
offensive and insulting expressions, as these may recoil upon
yourself; for there is an abundant cause given for them in
your book. I remain, well-born Councillor of Commerce,
Your most obedient servant,

E. S.
February 19.
Several draughts of tllis letter were written by Swedenborg,
before he agreed upon the foregoing ; they are all preserved
among his "Riksdagsskrifter" in the Library of the Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm. These draughts follow here in their
order.

B.
FffiST DRAUGHT OF SWEDENBORG'S THIRD
LETTER TO NORDENCRANTZ/33 THE
COUNCILLOR OF COMMERCE.*
Well-born Councillor of Commerce,
I received your answer written in statu irati (in a state of
anger). I desire to let you know herewith, that I have not
once used the words "fundamental law." My remarks on your
book, with their proofs, were submitted to the Houses of
the Diet, and copies have been taken of them. I have accordingly done nothing else but what you have done with your
own book, with the only difference that one is printed, and
the other written. If it pleases you to have the book, with my
extracts and proofs examined by the Houses of the'i>iet, this
lies within your power.

* The Swedish original of this letter is contained on leaf 47 of Swedenborg's "Riksdagsskrifter" in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in
Stockholm.
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I do not answer abusive language, well-born Councillor
of Commerce; for one man is a greater adept in this than
another; nor do I make any further remarks upon the severe
criticisms which you have made on our government, and
which are much severer indeed than appears from the extracts
and your new book. I am willing to excuse your nature and
your tendency to criticize every thing : bird and bill.
I remain respectfully your obedient servant,
EM.

SWEDENBOIW.

February 18.

c.
SECOND DRAUGHT OF SWEDENBORG'S THIRD
LETTER TO NOHDENCRANTZ/33 THE
COUNCILLOR OF COl\fl\iERCE.*
ANSlVER.
I have only done what was done by Councillor of Commerce Nordencrantz himself: he announced his book "till
plena," and afterwards distributed the same. I made extracts
from it, and announced them "till plena," and afterwards made
them public. The difference simply is, that one is printed, and
the other written.
I have heard the word "libel," and as that which has been
announced and made public consists exclusively of excerpts
and extracts from the book of Councillor of Commerce Nordencrantz, which has been announced and published, I desire to
submit, whether it does not follow hence, that they are meant
by that word.
EM.

SWEDENBORG.

D.
I do not answer abusive language, for in this one is a
greater adept than another.t

* The Swedish original of this letter is on leaf 51 of the "Riksdagsskrifter."
t The original of this scrap is on leaf 52 of the "Riksuagsskrifter."

DOCUMENT 192.

P. M. (PRO

ME~iORIA.)

[TO BE APPENDED TO SWEDENBORG•S COLLECTION OF EXTRACTS FROIII THE
BOOK OF NORDE1WRA.NTZ1 THE COUlWILLOR OF COMIIIERCE.]*

That military offices are to be held during life-time, is
contained in the book on page 650, but nothing is said about
the right of military officers to sit in the House of Nobles,
I do not therefore know what he means by saying that the
judiciary power, which has to give an account of itself, ought
not to be united in the same person with the legislative power,
which has the right of demanding an account; perhaps noblemen
possessing real estate and who are out of service, ought alone
to constitute the House, and to them the heads of families
who are in service are to give representative power; as is
the case with civil officers, p. 238.
[EM.

SwEDENBORG.]

* The original is found on leaf 59 of Sweuenborg's "Riksdagsskrifter,"
in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm. This P. l\I. is
probably an answer to a question raiseu in the House of Nobles upon the
discussion of Nordencrantz's book.

DOCUMENT 193.
STATE~IENT

TO BE li~SERTED IN THE ~IIXUTES
OF THE HOUSE OF NOBLES.*

[Nordencrantz, the Councillor of Commerce, seems to have
answered the strictures upon his book that had been suLmitted to the Houses of the Diet by Swedenborg, whose rejoiuuer
to Nordencrantz's memorial is as follows:]
I have only done what has been done by the Councillor
of Commerce himself; he announced his book "till plena" in
the four Houses, and afterwards published it. I made excerpts
from it and commented upon them, and extracts to serve as
proofs; these I announced "till plena" in the four Houses,
and afterwards made them public. The difference is simply
that the one is printed, and the other is written. Moreover,
I have communicated them myself to the Councillor of Commerce, and informed him of what I have done; and as the
Look is printed and distriLuted, every man, and especially
every member of the Diet, is at liberty and consequently I
myself am at liberty, to do what I have done. Besides, I have
not charged the Councillor of Commerce with having written
against the "fundamental laws," as he calls them, nor with
having endeavoured either by open or secret machinations to
introduce, assist, or promote a different form of goverment
from that which has been established by the estates of the
realm, accoruing to the words of our law, chapter on crimes
IV, § 8. 1\lay God preserve him, and me, and all from this!
But I have in a Lecoming manner extracted from the book
whatever in it concerns our Swedish government, and I have
commented upon it; more I do not intend to do; for then I
should dispute what is clear without dispute,
[EM.

* Ten

SwEDENBOIW.J

original copies of this document in Swcdeuhorg's haudwritiug
are preserved on leaves 36 to 45 of his "Riksdagsskrif'ter," in the Library of
the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, under the heading "Till proto<.;ollet."

DOCUMENT 194.

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT NIKLAS VON
OELREICH109 TO EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.
[The estrangement between Swedenborg and Nordencrantz/33 the Councillor of Commerce, does not seem to have
been of very long duration, as may appear from the following
letter, the original of which is preserved on leaf 46 of Swedenborg's Riksdagsskrifter in the Library of the Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm.]
Herr Nordencrantz, Councillor of Commerce, invites the
Herr Assessor and myself to come to church to-morrow
morning at ten o'clock, and afterwards to dine with him. He
will send his carriage, and at the above-named time I shall
call for the Herr Assessor with the carriage. I am very
anxious that you two should become good friends

N. v.

0ELREICH.

Stockholm, December 31, 1761.

DOCUMENT 195.

MEMORIAL ADDRESSED TO THE FOUR HOUSES
OF THE DIET IN BEHALF OF HIS EXCELLENCY,
COUNT A. J. VON HOPKEN. 28*
I have heard in pleno (in a full session of the Diet) that
His Excellency Baron Hopken, 28 has sent in his resignation as
Senator, and that his has been graciously accepted, with greater
distinction than the others. From general report I have also

* The original of this memorial is contained in the "Bergius Collection
of Letters," &c. Vol. XVII, p. 22, in the Library of the Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm.
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learned, that he was in favour of sending out only 6000 men;
but that subsequently, in conjunction with the remaining senators,
he provided for the welfare of the army. 'Vith regard to
the first point, that he was in favour of only 6000 men being
sent out, the Honourable Houses of the Diet will find that
tlils was in accordance with our alliances, and further that if
we had limited ourselves to this, the subsidies that had been
offered and received would have been sufficient for their
maintenance, and the country would not have been burdened
with such great expenses and costs, as has now been the case.
If therefore His Excellency's proposition had been accepted
by the majority of the Council, only that would have been
done which ought to have been done, and the country would
not have experienced any inconvenience from it. 'Vith regard
to the other point, that he subsequently together with the
remaining senators provided for the welfare of the army, in
this he merely did his duty: for had he refused to do so, he
would have refused to follow good advice, since that bade
him care for the welfare of the army and of the country;
moreover, it would have been inexcusable in him not to have
done so, and great blame would have been incurred by him.
It was impossible for him, as Prime 1\Iinister, to make the
opinions of all agree with his own; it was sufficient for him
to have set them a good example. I cannot help being
convinced that, in every th.iug which he did, he was actuated
by an honest purpose of doing the best for his country; for
I am specially acquainted with his good intentions. I hope
therefore that the Honourable Houses of the Realm will
continue to honour him with their confidence.
EM. SwEDENI~OIW.

[Stockholm, :March 1st or 2nd, 1761.] *

* Count von Hopken left the Senate, together with Barons Palmstjcrn~
and Scheffer, on February 28, 17tH. See "Svenskt Biografiskt Lcxicou,"
Vol XI, p. 67.

DOCUJJIENT 196.

1\IEl\fORIAL TO THE HOUSES OF THE DIET, IN
FAVOUR OF RE-INSTATING SENATORS BARON
VON HOPKEN, 28 BARON PALl\iSTJERNA/35 AND
BARON SCHEFFER.136 *
[This memorial bears t]1e title:]
FRANK VIEWS CONCERNING THE lJJAINTENANCE OF THE COUNTRY AND THE
PRESERVATION OF ITS FREEDOM.

There are two funda,mental points to which it behoves the
Honourable Houses of the Diet to devote particular attention,
and to watch over as anxiously as each member would guard
his own life and welfare. The first is the preservation of
our noble form of government, and thereby of our invaluable
freedom; the other is the maintenance of our alliances with
foreign powers, and especially with France.
\Vith regard to the first point, which concerns the preservation of our noble form of government, and thus of our invalu-

* The Swedish original of this memorial fills leaves 8 to 13 of Swedenborg's "Riksdagsskrifter," in the Library of the Academy of Sciences in
Stockholm. It 'vas printed in the original language in the "Nya Kyrkan," &c., part. IT, pp. 49 to 52. A French translation was published as
early as 1787 by Benedict Chastanier in his "Joumal Xovi-Jerusalemite,"
No. 4, pp. 84-90; and from this French translation have been prepared
Dr. Tafel's German version in his "Sammlung von Urkunden," &c., and
also the English version contained in the English and American editions
of Dr. Tafel's "Swedenborg Documents." The above is the first English
translation prepared immediately from the SwetJish original.
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able freedom, every one who possesses a purely developell
understanding and hence a rational insight is able to prognosticate what an unhappy people we should be, if our
excellent form of government were changed and transformed.
For we inhabit the extreme north, which may be called an
[out of the ·way] corner of the earth (angulus mundi), and
if an absolute monarchy (enu·aldsregering) should again be introduced among us, there would be no balance or protection left
for the people and the country (as little as in Russia and the
countries of Asia), by which even a single bad propensity, which
may be inrooted by birth and lie concealed in the disposition
of a sovereign, as in every other human being, may be kept
within bounds, and prevented from bursting out as soon as an
opportunity offers, i. e. as soon as power finds itself ·without
limit. No one indeed has the right to leave his life and
property in the absolute power of any individual; for of these
God alone is master, and we are merely His stewards in this
world. It would be too tedious to enumerate all the grievous
and dreadful consequences and modes of treatment that might
befall us here in the north under an absolute monarchy; for
these dangers are manifold; I will therefore mention and
specify only one, viz. popish darkness. It is known from
experience how the Babylonian whore (which is the Catholic
religion) has fascinated and bewitched the reigning princes of
Saxony, Cassel, and Zweihrticken, also the king of England,
shortly before the house of Hanover was chosen to the throne,
and how it is still dallying with the pretender; how even in
Prussia it tampered with the present king, when crown-prince,
through his own father; not to mention King Sigismund and
{lueen Christina here in Sweden. It is well known how this
whore is still going her rounds through the courts of Reformed
Christendom. If therefore an absolute monarch should reign
in ~weden, and if any of his successors should allow this whore
that understands so well how to dissemble, and to adorn
herself like a goddess, to intrude herself into his cabinet, is
there any reason why she should not as easily delude and
infatuate him, as she did the above-mentioned kings and
princes of Christendom ( \Vhat opposition would there be,
what means of self-protection, especially if the army, which
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is now placed upon a standing footing, were at his disposal?
what could the bishops and the clergy, together with the
people generally, do against that force, against the determination of the sovereign, and the cunning of the Jesuits? Would
they not have to cast themselves out of heavenly light into
barbarian darkness, and call upon idols, false gods, and Satan,
if they would not become martyrs? All this with· every other
kind of slavery, which it would be too prolix to describe here,
our posterity would be exposed to, if our noble form of
government should be transformed, and our invaluable freedom
lost. The only recourse in such a state of things would be
oath and conscience; yet if an oath were sufficient, and if
conscience prevailed with most men, it would be well in all
countries; besides, the papal chair can dissolve all oaths and
absolve every conscience by virtue of the keys of Peter.
Every one indeed protests with every appearance of truth,
that he has no thoug·ht of, nor desire for absolute power;
but what many think at heart and what they studiously conceal
from others is knovm to God, to themselves, and to their
familiar friends, through whom, however, occasionally that
which is hidden manifests itself. I shudder when I reflect
what may happen, and probably will happen, if private interests,
by which the common good is shrouded in thick darkness,
should gain the ascenclency here. Besides, I cannot see any
difference between a king of Sweden who possesses absolute
power, and an idol; for all turn themselves heart and soul
as well to the one as to the other, they obey his will, and
worship what passes out of his mouth.
With regard to the other fundamental point, the maintenance
of alliances with foreign powers, and especially with France,
it is well known, that at the very commencement of our
excellent form of government, the Honourable Houses of the
Diet, and especially the Private Committee and the Senate
looked upon an alliance with France as being most in harmony
with the interests of the country and its defence, should any
of the neighbouring powers cause us any trouble; and this
principally for the reason, that France, being situated at a
distance from Sweden, and our relative positions necessarily
precluding the oecurrence of any differences between us
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respecting the partition of lands anu provinces, can look upon
the increasing wealth, industry, and prosperity of Sweden
without jealousy. This cannot be expected from England;
for since that country and Hanover have been united under
one sovereign, and since he as elector of Hanover has come
into the possession of lands which formerly belonged to
Sweden, his interests are turned against us, and ours against
him-and it is impossible that this can be overlooked or
forgotten by either party; yet until this takes place, our
respective interests must remain constantly irreconcilable.
It follows, therefore, that as long as England and Hanover
are united under one sovereign, agreeably to the natural
interests which bind one country to another, we can form
no such alliance with England as may be concluded with
France.
From these grounds, therefore, the above two fundamental
objects, our excellent government and our alliance with France,
have, since the commencement of our good form of government
which dates back now forty years and upwards, engaged the
particular attention of the Houses of the Diet, who have
maintained and protected both through the Private Committee
and its considerate care, and by other arrangements; they
have also, at the same time, confided the execution of such
arrangements to the Senate, as the executive officers of the
Diet. Now as three Senators, namely Baron von Hopken, 28
Baron Palmstjerna/35 and Baron Scheffer 136 have furnished
proof of their care for our excellent form of government at
home, and for our chief alliance abroad, and as they have
accordingly, together with the other members of the Senate,
supported the two fundamental pillars upon which the welfare
and safety of the country depend; and as they are now missed
from the Senate, I therefore hope that you will not take it
amiss, that I venture in good faith to submit to you the
propriety of recalling these three gentlemen to the ~enate,
and especially Baron von Hopken :28 for justice has lately
declared in their favour, and since all the other senators who
have taken part in the war have been retained, equity uemands
this course. I have not the least doubt that the six newly
appointe<.! members of the Senate are as zealous and anxious
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in defending and watching over our present form of government, and over that alliance which is founded upon the interests
of the country, as the remaining senators, since they are
gentlemen of enlightened understanding and prudent consideration: yet with the three senators alluded to we may
rest perfectly assured on this subject, as they have manifested
and furnished positive proof of this in their past lives.
EMAN. SWEDENBORG.

[It is important for those who desire to have justice done
to the memory of Swedenborg to understand well the bearing
and object of the two state papers which constitute our
Documents 195 and 196; as they furnish the means by which
we are enabled to prove the spuriousness of another state
paper bearing the date of that period, which has been
falsely imputed to Sweden borg, and which would, if true, place
his character as a member of the Swedish House of Nobles
in a most unenviable light. But to enable our readers to
judge for themselves, it will be necessary to present to them
briefly the circumstances which induced Swedenborg to prepare
the two preceding papers.The three senators mentioned in Document 196, Barons
von Hopken, 28 Palmstjerna/ 35 and Scheffer136 had filled their
offices for many years; von Hopken and Palmstjerna from 1746,
and Scheffer from 17 51. They all belonged to the party of the
"hats," and were in favour of limiting and confining the power
of the Swedish kings, a policy which constituted the chief
feature of the government of Sweden since 1719, and which
is so much approved by Swedenborg in the same document.
This curtailing of the royal power in Sweden was carried so
far, that when the King, in 1756, refused to sign measures
which had been resolved upon by the Senate, i. e. by the
privy executive council, the Swedish Diet in its session of the
same year empowered the privy council, to imprint upon such
documents the royal signature by a stamp.
In order to oppose the influence of the Diet, King Adolf
Frederic,11 and his Queen, Louisa Ulrica,11 sister of Frederic
the Great, organized a court party, whose object it was to
revolutionize the existing form of government, and to enlarge
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again the royal power. This organization was discovered at the
close of the Diet of 1756, and it resulted in the administration
of a severe reprimand to the King and Queen, and in the
execution of ten of the leading conspirators, among whom were
Count Erik Brahe,137 and Baron Jacob Horn. 138 This order
of decapitation was carried out by the privy council, of which
Baron von Hopken was the president, and Baron Palmstjerna
one of the most influential members; and this circumstance
is alluded to by Swedenborg when, towards the close of our
Document 196, he observes that "these three senators had
furnished positive proof of their zeal and anxiety in defending
and watching over the present form of government in Sweden."
The second fundamental pillar of Sweden's welfare, according to Swedenborg, namely, its alliance with France, was
defended and guarded by these three senators in their taking
the part of France against the King of Prussia in the "Seven
Years' "\V ar." "\Vithout entering into particulars respecting
Sweden's share in that war, it will be only necessary to state
that while the policy of the Privy Council in conjunction with
the Diet was in favour of France, and thus in favour of an
armed alliance with France, Austria, and Russia, against the
King of Prussia, the King and Queen of Sweden were on
account of their close relationship with the King of Prussia
antagonistic to this alliance, and opposed to Sweden's participation in that war.
As appears from our Document 195, Baron von Hopken
was steadily opposed to Sweden's taking an active part in
the war, although he was willing, in agreement with the terms
of the treaty existing between Sweden and France, to station
an army of 6000 men in Pomerania, which was then a Swedish
province. Barons Palmstjerna and Scheffer, on the other
hand, were in favour of an active prosecution of the war, and
their proposal to send out an army of at least 18,000 men,
which was afterwards raised to 22,000 men, finally prevailed
in the Senate.
The result of the war, as far as concerns Sweden, was
inglorious, the Swedish arms being constantly repelled by
Frederic; and as the subsidies received from France were
insufficient to defray the costs of the war, the country was
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therefore burdened by a heavy war-tax. In addition to this
the whole commerce of Sweden lay prostrate in consequence
of the enormous rate of exchange which prevailed at the time,
and the great amount of irredeemable paper money with which
the country had been flooded (see Document 174). When
the Diet met at the end of 1760, the members of the Senate
at whose instigation the war had been undertaken, had to
bear the brunt of the general dissatisfaction, and in February
1761, Barons Palmstjerna and Scheffer, in conjunction with
Baron von Hopken, who had been prime minister, were compelled to resign their positions in the Senate.
Soon after a re-action set in in their favour; Sweden borg
being one of the first who raised his voice in defence of the
character of Baron von Hopken, in Document 195; afterwards
he spoke in favour of the re-instatement of all the three
senators in their former places of honour, in Document 196.
The authenticity of these two documents is beyond any
doubt: for Document 195 was copied by Bengt Bergius, 46 the
Academician, according to his own statement, from the author's
original, and as he, at the same time, copied many other
private letters of Swedenborg, we may take it for granted that
he was well acquainted with his handwriting; Document 196,
however, is still preserved in Swedenborg's handwriting in a
volume entitled ''Riksclagsskrifter" among his manuscripts in
the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm.
By these two documents the following points are established:
F'irst, that Swedenborg was strongly opposed to the reintroduction of an absolute monarchy into Sweden, and that he
did not look disapprovingly upon the severe measures which
were resorted to by the Diet and the Senate, and hence
by von Hopken, Palmstjerna, and Scheffer, in 1756 in defence of
what he calls "the excellent form of government" of Sweden.
Secondly, that he excused the declaration of war against
Prussia, which had been advised by Palmstjerna and Scheffer~
on the plea that it was clone to preserve the alliance of France,
which he considered as one of the fundamental pillars of
safety for the Swedish commonwealth.
Thirdly, that he seemed to be actuated by a feeling of
friendship for the Prime 1\tfinister of Sweden, Baron von Hopken,

Doc. 196.]

T'ISDICATIOY OF HIS CHARACTER.

54!)

and also to have been on terms of intimacy with him; as appears further from Document 183.
Fourthly, that in Document 196 he made an elaborate
defence of the course of action of Senators von Hopkcn,
Palmstjerna, and Scheffer, and expressed himself in favour of
having them re-instated in their former posts of honour.
Fijlllly, that in his state papers he used clear and forcible,
but never intemperate, language, and kept aloof from all
personalities; yea, when he was obliged, in conscience, to
oppose the measures proposed hy N ordencrantz, the Council] or
of Commerce, he very carefully distinguished between 1Lo
person of his opponent, and the views he propounded (see
Documents 174 to 196).
On the strength of these five points, which show the real
ground taken by Swedenborg in the Swedish Diet in the
affair of Barons von Hopken, Palmstjerna, and Scheffer, we
deny that Swedenborg is the author of a paper, published in
Yol. IX, (p. 191, et seq.) of "Delagardiska Arkivet" under
the title: "Rent swar pa fa1ska Satser. Dediceradt till H: r
0. B. Renhorn 139 wid Riksdagen 1761 ;" (A clean answer
upon false propositions; dedicated to :Mr. 0. B. Renhorn at
the Diet of 1761), and we declare that this paper is wrongly
attributed to Swedenborg by the editor of "Delagardiska
Arkivet.m 40
The bearing which this paper has upon Swedenhorg's
character in the eyes of posterity, is best illustrated from the
biographical sketch of Baron Nils Palmstjerna135 · contrihuted
to the "Biografiskt Lexicon" by the editor of "Delagardiska
Arkivet" himself, in Vol. XI, p. 66, in which we read as
follows: "The sharpest of those sent into the House of
Nobles, and the severest speaker was, we believe, Assessor
Emanuel Swedenborg, otherwise less known by his speeches
at the Diet, than by his spirit visions. It was after Bidenius
Renhorn 139 had arisen in defence of the Senate-the same
Renhorn who had been one of the actors in the hloo<lcommission of 1756, and who then carried the measure l•y
which four noblemen and four commoners were executed on
June 23. A burgomaster who commanded such infiuenee
ought to have been able to save his former patrons. Yet it
35
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looks as if the storm had threatened even him who had risen
in their defence. Herr Sweclenborg found it necessary to oppose most zealously Renhorn's defence of 'the gravest crime
committed against the state,' that of 'high-treason,' on account
of which Senators Palmstjerna and. Scheffer had been justly
removed from the Senate; considering it as 'crack-brained
and devilish-minded' (vettlOst och djevulsinnadt) to deny that
these Senators for criminal intent by right and fact (pYo intentione delicti jure et facto) ought 'without delay' to be censured, condemned, and punished by law for having been guilty
of the death of twenty thousand souls, and of a loss to the
state of many thousand tons of gold. It was plainly the intention, if not of this speaker, at least of those who thought
to avenge the bloodshed of 17 56, 137 to renew the scenes of
July 16, and August 4, 1743, when two generals132 laid dmvn
their lives upon the executioner's block. The effort also does
not seem to have been badly planned. Sweclenborg exclaimed:
'Here we write, here we speak, here we complain so as to
move the very stones in the wall; yet, behold, those assembled
pay not the slightest regard to it . . . • it is enough to drive
hell itself mad' (sad ant fader ett helvetes raseri, Vol. XI, p. 191 ).
Nevertheless, the lmadness' which burst out in Sweden borg's
speech on March 2, 1761, was satisfied, when von Hopken,
Scheffer, and Palmstjerna (on February 28, 1761) left the
Senate, although the two former were soon called back again.
Palmstjerna, perhaps on his own account, was also called back
again on July 28 of the same year; but he answered: I
am afraid of the footprints [of the past] (vestigia terrent)."
The real facts of the case are the following. Swedenborg, immediately upon hearing of the removal of Baron
von Hopken from the senate, addressed a memorial (Document 195) to the Diet, in which he spoke strongly in
.his favour, and expressed a hope that the "Honourable
Houses of the Realm would continue to extend their confidence to him;" and in Document 196, which was written
by Swedenborg between 1\Iarch and July 1761, he used the
following language: "Now, as three of the senators, Baron von
liopken, Baron Palmstjerna, and Baron Scheffer have furnished proofs of their care for our excellent form of govern-
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ment at home, for our chief alliance abroad, as they, together
with the other members of the Seuate, supported the two
fundamental pillars upon which the welfare and safety of the
country depend; and as they are now missed in the Senate,
I hope you \villnot take it amiss, that I venture in good faith
tu submit to you the propriety of recalling to the Senate
these three gentlemen and especially Baron von Hop ken: for
justice has lately declared in their favour, and equity demands
this, since all the other senators who took part in the war
have been retained. I have not the least doubt that the six
newly appointed memhers of the Senate, are as zealous and
anxious to defend and watch over our present form of government and that alliance \vhich is founded upon the interest of
the country, as the remaining senators, since they are .. gentlemen of enlightened understanding and prudent counsel: yet
with the three senators referred to we may rest perfectly
assured on this subject, as they have manifested and furnished
positive proof of this in their past lives."
Now compare this with the language attributed to Swedenborg by the editor of Delaganliska Arkivet in the extract
from his biography of Palmstjerna quoted alJove. In it he
maintains that Swedenborg found it necessary, in a paper
dated .l\Iarch 2, 1761, "to oppose most zealously Renhorn's
defence of the grossest crime committed against the state, that
of high-treason, for the commission of which Senators Palmstjerna and Scheffer had been justly removed from the Senate;
considering it as 'crack-brained and devilish-minded' to deny
that these senators for criminal intent by right and fact (pro
intentione delicti j-ure et facto) ought to be censured, condemned,
and punished by law;" while Swedenborg himself, in a document of the same period, preserved in his own hand-writing
in the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, declares that "equity
demands that these two senators should be recalled to the
Senate," because they "have manifested and furnished positive
proofs in their past lives of their zeal and anxiety to defend
aud watch over the present form of government in Sweden,
and that alliance which is founded upon the interest of the
country."
Again the editor of Delagardiska Arkivet reports Sweden35*
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borg to have declared, "it is enough to drive hell itself
mad," that the Diet had refused to impeach these senators.
Further, he says that "Swedenborg's 'madness' was satisfied, when von Hopken, Scheffer, and Palmstjerna left the
Senate;" when yet Swedenborg, at the very first assembly
of the Diet, after Baron von Hopken had been removed from
his office, protested against his removal in these words, ''I
cannot help being convinced that in everything he has done
he has been actuated by an honest purpose of doing the best
for his country; for I am specially acquainted with his good
intentions. I hope therefore that the Honourable Houses of
the Realm ·will continue to honour him with their confidence."
The document also, from which the editor quotes, and
which ·fills eight closely printed pages in the work, "l\Tya
Kyrkan," etc., (part II, pp. 62-69), bears on its very face the
evidence that it was not written by Swedenborg: for its prolixity and the intemperateness of its language are at utter
variance with Swedenborg's concise mode of expressing himself, and with his calm and temperate tone.
On the strength of this paper the editor of Delagardiska
A.rkivet further declares that Swedenborg belonged to the
party of the "caps" or of the "night caps." Against this the
author of "Nya Kyrkan," etc., protests very strongly on p. 71
of his work; although he does not feel prepared to impeach
the genuineness of the paper.
Such then is the internal evidence on the strength of which
we declare against the genuineness of the paper in question;
but there is also external evidence to prove its spuriousness.
Sweclenborg was very particular to retain a copy of all
the papers written by him in connection with the Swedish
Diet, and he was especially careful to preserve a copy of
everything he wrote which bore upon the Diet of 1760-1761.
In proof of this we refer to our Documents 174 to 196, which
contain a most minute record of his course of action during
that memorable session of the Diet; yet we look in vain in
these papers for any allusion to 0. B. Renhorn/ 39 nor is there
the slightest trace among them of any paper bearing the least
resemblance to the document imputed to Swedenborg by the
editor of Delagardiska Arkivet. As another most suspicious
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circumstance we must record the fact that the document in
question has disappeared from Delagardiska Arkivet, which
is preserved at the present time in the University Library at
Lund, whither the archives of Count De la Gardie 141 were
removed in 1848 by the editor of them. This fact was elicited by the editor of these Documents, when in the year 1869
he called at the University Library at Lund, and desired to
see the original document. The obliging Librarian led him
into the room where Delagardiska Arkivet is kept, but to
the Librarian's own astonishment he could not discover the
document. The editor of these Documents deplores this circumstance very much, because during his protracted stay in Stockholm, while superintending the printing of a photo-lithographic edition of Swedenborg's l\ISS., he became thoroughly
familiar with his handwriting, and could have told at once
whether the document in question was in his handwriting
or not.
'Vhile declaring against the genuineness of this document,
and believing that it is wrongly attributed to Swedenborg by
the present Dean of Gottenburg,140 we desire, however, to express our respect for this gentleman, on account of his many
Yaluable contributions to Swedish history, and his most excellent haml-book of Swedish Literature, Sveriges Skone Literatur;
and especially on account of the many interesting biographical
articles furnished by him to the Biografiskt Lexicon, on which
we have largely drawn in the preparation of the Notes at
the end of the present volume.

SECTION VII.
SWEDENBORG AS A .MAN OF SCIENCE.

IN rr R 0 D U C T I 0 N.
This Section differs from those which precede and follow
in not containing all the documents or all the information
that could be collected under its title: for in order to do justice
to Swedenborg's scientific character this section would have
to contain all the scientific works published and written by
him from 1717 to 17 45- which, however, lies manifestly
beyond the scope of the present work. Nevertheless, there
are documents illustrating Sweclenborg's life and character
as a man of science which are plainly included in the plan
of our work; and among these are records of scientific experiments and mechanical feats, prospectuses of scientific
works never published, scientific controversies, and, perhaps,
small scientific papers not included in his published works.
\V e venture, therefore, to include in the present section the
last scientific paper communicated by Swedenborg to the
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, and printed in their
Transactions for the year 1763,. and which to our knowledge
has never before appeared in an English dress.

DOCUJ,IE1VT 197.

SvVEDENBORG'S l\fEOHANICAL FEAT BEFORE
FREDERICKSHALL IN 1718.*
In the beginning of the year 1718, several Swedish menof-war set sail from the Baltic, but they had soon to retreat,
inasmuch as a superior Danish-English fleet appro;-whed,
which completely commanded the channel.
This was a great hindrance to Charles. From the Cattegat and through Swinesund there extends beyond Frederickshall a deep inlet, called Idde~iorden. In this there lay
several small Danish craft, which contributed very much both
towards defending the fortress from the enemy and in furnishing it with provisions. Charles intended to attack and to
destroy them, and for this purpose he had collected several
galleys among the islands of BohusHin and around Stromstad.
But on account of the presence of the Danish men-of-war,
he could not venture to take them over the open sea between
Stromstad and Swinesuncl. Charles then hit upon the same
idea which Peter tried to carry out near Twerminne in
1713. Over heaps of brushwood, by means of rollers and
through flowing water, he dragged and carried two galleys,
several large boats, and a sloop over-land from Stromstacl to
the Iddefjorcl, about 2~ Swedish miles [about 17 English
miles]. Polhem had formed the plan, and he sent Swedenborg to execute it. At first the work went on very slowly;
but soon Charles came himself, and urged on the work in
person. For every yard over which any of the craft was

* From Fryxell's
pp. 128, 129.

Beriittelser ur

Svenska Histm·ien, part XXIX,
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carried, he gave to each man engaged in the work a small
remuneration; and they raised a loud huzza when the first
galley shot down into the waters of the Idde~jord. "You see
now," said the king, "that it goes; and now the other craft
must come also." And so they did. The Danes tried again
and again to destroy the little fleet of boats; but each time
they were beaten back. This unusual occurrence took place
as early as July 1, 1718,* and it was an important preparation
for the siege of Fredericksten.
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PROSPECTUS OF A LARGE J\1ETALLURGICAL
"\YORK, TO BE ISSUED L.~ THE YEAR 1722.t
Towards the end of next year, 1723 a work will be published under this title: On the genuine treatment of metals
(De Genuina llfetallorum Tractatione), by Emanuel Swedenborg, an Assessor in the College of l\Iines; if any one, therefore, is willing to prepay a certain amount for the work, he
1

* The learned author of the "Berattelser," etc. is evidently at fault here
in fi.x.ing the date of this occurence; for in our Document 80, which is dateJ
"The end of June, 1718," Swedenborg does not mention his having been at
Strums tad at all, while in our Document 81, which is dated "\Venersborg,
September 14, 1718," he says: "Your welcome letter reached me in Stromstad; it had come after me to \V enersborg and Stromstad, and therefore
I coulu not ans·wer it sooner. I have been twice at Stromstad, and I shall
have probably to go there soon again." From which it would appear,
l. That the work which Sweuenborg executed in the neighbourhood of
Stromstad was done between the end of June anu Se!Jtember 14, 1718; anu
2. That it could not have been finisheJ long before the date of our Document
81; that therefore it must have been finished between the midJle and the
end of August, 1718, and not on July 1, as is stated by Fryxell.
t This prospectus was printed in 1722 in the Latin language, and the
only copy of it known to exist, is preserved in the Royal Library in Stockholm, in a bound volume containing some of Sweuenborg's earlier scientific works.
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will obtain it at scarcely half the price which it would otherwise
cost him.
The contents of the work will be as follows:
[IntroductionJ: On :Minerals in general.
1. On Copper-ore; its varieties and qualities, and the
signs by which it may be known.
The methods of treating it followed in Germany, Hungary,
Sweden, etc.; also of fusing it into copper stone. The various
modes of calcining it, and by repeated fusion of extracting the
copper from it. Its purification; accompanied by drawings of
the various furnaces.
On assaying it in small quantities, giving the various methods
followed by assayers generally, and also by the author.
An opinion concerning the excellences and the defects of
the various processes by which the metal is obtained in large
and small quantities.
Improvements proposed in the processes and furnaces for
obtaining the metal in larger and smaller quantities.
2. On Silver, and its ore; the various methods used in
calcining, fusing, and assaying the same; their excellences anJ
their defects. Improvements proposed in the processes and
furnaces, which are similar to those recommended for copper.
3. On a similar treatment of Lead.
4. On a similar one of Gold.
5. On the methods of separating gold and silver from
lead, copper, and other metals, in large as well as in small
works; together with drawings of the furnaces, and suggestions
towards better processes.
6. On a similar treatment of Quicksilver.
7. On a similar treatment of Iron.
8. On a similar treatment of Tin.
9. On a similar treatment of Zinc and Calamine. The conversion of copper into Brass.
10. On a similar treatment of Bismuth, Cobalt, Antimony.
11. On the methods of separating ores containing several
metals, sulphur, arsenic, stones, etc., both in large and small
quantities.
12. On the methods of crushing metals, and separating
them by water, by the so-called crushing and washing appa-
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ratuses. Improvements suggesteu m their <.t}J}Jlication to
various ores.
13. On the methods of obtaining Vitriol.
14. On the methods of obtaining Alum.
15. On the methods of obtaining Saltpetre.
16. On the methous of obtaining common Salt.
17. On various kinds of furnaces for the extraction of
metals and the purposes of assaying, and on stoves for domestic purposes.
18. An investigation into the nature of Fire and the Atmosphere, as far as relates to the treatment of metals and of
salts; which investigation will be based on experiments observed in connection with processes made on a large and
small scale.
19. On the various menstruums for promoting the flux of
metals: commonly called cancl; and on the matrices of ores.
As in the above work not only those processes will be described which are in use throughout the whole of Europe, but
also their excellences and defects will be pointed out, and many
things pertaining to the better treatment of metals, which
have been heretofore entirely unknown, will be made public, it
is expected to he of the greatest use to all interested in
the working of metals; and as it will embrace more than
150 sheets or 1200 pages in quarto, and will he adorned l1y
more than 40 plates, those who will subscribe for it, will only
have to pay three Dutch fiorins before the end of the present
year, 1722, and three florins more upon the reception of the
work; while those who have not made any prepayment will
have to pay ten florins for a copy of the work.
rrhe above three florins may be deposited: in Amsterdam,
with J oh. Osterwick, bookseller; in Stockholm, with \Verner,
royal printer; in Hamburg, with Hermann Hollins, printer;
aml in Leipzig, with 'Veidmann, the royal bookseller.
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LETTER OF 8"\VEDENBORG TO DOCTOR
KORDBERG.148*
As you are engaged at present upon a life of Charles XII,
I feel called upon to communicate to you some facts with
which you are probably not acquainted, and which deserve

* A copy of the Swedish original of this letter appeared in Vol. II,
pp. 599-602 of Dr. Nordberg's "Carl XII's Historia," 1740. A German
translation of this work was published in three volumes from 1745-51,
and in the third volume published in 1751 on p. 570 et seq. is Swedenborg's lett_!3r which Dr. Immanuel Tafel transferred thence to his collection
of "Documents." Dr. Tafel does not seem to have been aware of
the fact that the Swedish edition of. the work was published as early
as 1740, or else he would not have dated the composition of the letter
from the year 1745 or 1746. Prof. Atterbom inserted this letter from the
Swedish edition of the work into the Appendix to his "Siare och Skalder,"
and in a note makes the following remarks with regard to the date of the
letter. "Tafel, in the third section of his interesting •Collection of Documents,' &c. supposes that Swedenborg had written this letter in 1745 or
1746, immediately after his return home from London, where he had received his first revelations. Yet it was vnthout doubt written twelve, or at
least ten years earlier, during his stay at Stockholm after his retum from
his joumey in Germany, Austria, and Hungary in 1733, and before he started anew on his journey abroad from 1736 to 1739. The words in the beginning of the letter, 'As you are now engaged,' &c., seem to indicate that
much time had not passed since Nordberg had entered upon his work.
He received the commission for the work in 1731. It was published in
two volumes in the Swedish language, in 1740, and the second volume
contains Swedenborg's letter. Tafel has been misled by the date of the G-erman edition which appeared several years afterwards." The English translation of this letter contained in the Appendix to the .English, and also to the
American edition, of Dr. Tafel's "Documents" was made from the .l!~rench
translation of Dr. Nordberg's "History of Charles Xll," published at the
Hague in 1748. The present translation has been prepared immediately from
the ~wedish.
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to be transmitted by you to posterity. I have already made
a circumstantial report of these in Part IV. of my "l\liscellaneous Observations," § 1, which treats of a "New Sexagenary
Calculus, invente<l by Charles XII, of glorious memory, late
King of Sweden." Professor Christian 'V olf has accordingly
spoken of this in his Geometry, referring to me and directing
the attention of the learned to it.*
"'hen Christopher Polhem, Councillor of Commerce,
went hy royal command to Lund, at the close of 1716, and
he asked me to accompany him, it frequently happened after
our arrival that in the King's presence subjects were discusse(l which related chiefly to mechanics with its rules,
and the computation of forces, but included also geometry,
arithmetic, and other things belonging to mathematics. This
great King manifested a decided interest and pleasure in interrogating us on various subjects, as if he intended to collect
information without our observing it; yet, now and then,
he would let us perceive, that he was by no means as ignorant in these matters, as he pretended; which caused us to
be more guarded and careful not to introduce anything of a
merely general character or of minor value, and especially
not to mention a thing as uncertain or unknown, where he
might have brought forward a different view.
The conversation turning upon the analytic and algebraic calculus, and also upon the rule of false position (regHlu
falsi) and the like, we were instructed to produce as instances some examples, 'vhich depended for their solution
altogether upon the notation, letters, and equations which ha1l
been brought into use. At each instance that was mentione<l
His :Majesty put his thought and his calculation so much on
a stretch, that in a short time, without the assistance awl
application of algelJra, he traced out the connection, and said
at once that the example iu question might and also must be
solveu in such and such a manner. This also agreed so
fully with the computation when made, that no mistake of

* Cfr. Christ. \Volf's Elementct .Matheseos ~'niversre, 'l'om. I, p. 21, Genevre,
1743. The passage is as follows: "Charles XII, King of Sweden, according
to Emanuel Swedenborg, has invented a sexagenary calculus, with new
characters and figures, and adding new values."
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any kind could be detected. I confess that I have never been
able to understand how by mere reflection, and without employing the customary mode of algebraical computation, such
things could be wrought out. It seemed as if His Majesty,
by improving the opportunity of coping in these matters with
the celebrated mechanician and mathematician Christopher
Polhem, Councillor of Commerce, whom he knew to be a
better judge of these things than any one else presentdesired to sharpen his intellect and the penetration be
possessed by nature and had acquired by cultivating his native
talent.
There was a particular object and point given to this
learned sport, which point constitutes the burden of what I
desire to have the honour of communicating· to you; since no
one else is able to give you such a detailed account of it.
One day the conversation touched, among other things in
mathematics, upon arithmetic and the method of counting,
when it was stated that the usual method, which is now
almost everywhere adopted, accomplishes a period at each
number ten, so that the single numbers are continued until
ten is reached, when two numbers are employed which are
continued until the second number reaches ten, when three
numbers are introduced; it was further stated that the cause
of this was that in the beginning, before any wTitten numbers
were in use, the common and simple people used their fingers
in counting; that this seems undoubtedly to have been the
first method of counting, and that it is still employed by the
simple and unlearned. In the course of time, however, when
the world accumulated more and more empirical knowledge,
and commenced its reduction into sciences, the same general
method of counting was committed by the pen to paper, and
figures were introduced which were to signify 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, &c.;
the old habit, however, was retained, and thus the method which
originated in counting with the fingers became establishedthe single numbers accordingly were continued till ten, then
a progression was made with two numbers until one hundred,
all changes being reserved to each multiple with ten.
His lVIajesty took occasion here to observe, that if such
bad not been the origin of our method of counting, another

Doc. 199.J

5()1

sn·EDEXBORG TO KORDBERG.

method, resting upon a better geometrical foundation, might
be instituted; in which case, not ten, hut auother number,
more adnmtageous and useful in every day life, would
have to be selected. He observed that the number ten
had this inconvenience that Ly hahiug it could not be reduced in even numbers to its first munLer, lJut gave rise
at once to fractions; for by halving ten we obtain five, and
by halving this two and a half, and this one aml a quarter,
which necessarily gives origin to a great number of fractious
in calculations. :Moreover, the number ten contains neither
a square, nor a cube, nor a quadri-cube; whence such great
difticulty is experienced in calculating squares and cubes with
our numbers. If numLer eight or sixteen had been used
instead, a much greater advantage and facility in couutiug
would have been obtained; because eight is a cube of two,
awl sixteen a square of four; so that at once a cube or square
root resulted froru it, provided the same number by halving
could be reduced to its primitive or first numLer, that is, to oue,
without the introduction of any fractions, as 16, 8, 4, 2, 1.
The same nurnber also could be applied much more readily
in the division of money and measures, so that by meaus of
it many oLscure and broken numbers would be avoided.
"\\'hat I have explained here in detail the king insisted
upon as Leing true, and he desired that an experiment should
Le made with some other numLer than ten. It was observed,
that this experiment could not be instituteu, unless new
numbers with new names were invented auJ introuuced, totally unlike those in colllrnon use, because otherwise error
au d. confusion would. ensue; that, nevertheless, the experiment
might be tried.. It was accoruiugly rnaue upon the royal
couuuand with numlJer eight,* which is a cube of two, alHl
wltich by halving can lJe reduced to its primitive number one.
New characters also were invented, and for each charader a
new name; these signs were used like the common numLers;
they were applied to money and measures, awl also to cubical calculations.
"\\'hen the experiment was sulJmittcd to His :Majesty, he
seemed to be quite pleased with it; yet it was plain that ho

* This

was uone by SwcJ.cnlJorg; see UocUlucuts 75 auu 77.
::!6

562

STTrEDENBORG AS A JIIAN OF SCIENCE.

[Doc. 190.

desired a calculation of greater extent and of a more difficult arrangement, which would afford him an opportunity
for displaying the greatness and power of his understanding,
and his deep penetration. He accordingly desired to know
if there was one number which included as well a cube, as a
square, and which also by halving could be reduced to one.
Sixty-four was proposed, which is the square of eight and the
cube of four, and which by even numbers could be halved to
number one. \Ve did not fail to remind him, that this
number was too high, too difficult, and almost unmanageable.
Because, if number sixty-four was to be reached by single
numbers, and then only the change into two numbers was to
he instituted, and if these numbers were to be changed si..-xtyfour times, i. e. if sixty-four times sixty-four (or 4096) was to
be reached before three numbers were to be used, in this
case in all computations therewith and especially in multiplication and division that difficulty would have to be faced, that
·a multiplication-table consisting of 4096 numbers would have
to be borne in mind instead of the usual one, which consists
only of eighty or ninety numbers. But the greater the difficulties that were raised~ the more his desire to make the
trial increased and to prove the feasibility of a matter which,
we maintained, required too deep reflection to be brought into
order and to be accomplished in a short time. His J\Iajesty
himself therefore undertook to elaborate and project this
method of counting.
The very next day he sent us his project elaborated on a
whole sheet with new characters and new names; the sixtyfour mun hers above-named he had there divided into eight
classes, and each class was distinguished by a peculiar mark
from the others. Upon closer investigation it was found that
these distinctive marks were all taken from the initial or
final letters and from the characters of the numbers which
he had introduced; and it was all done in such an ingenious
and compendious manner, that after the first eight numbers
were known, no difficulty was experienced in learning the
numbers following until sixty-four. New names also were
given to each class, and to each of the numbers in the first
class, which names could be easily remembered; and the rest
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were marked so clearly that they could all be recited in their
order without difficulty or burdening the memory, and that
on account of their regularity they could also be written
down. After the number sixty-four was reached, and the
series had to be continued with two numbers until sixtyfour times sixty-four, or 4096, new names followed in their
order, the original distinctions however being retained; and
this took place by such a natural system of variation as
followed almost of its own accord, so that new and satisfactory names were obtained for every number no matter
how high or how great; so that no number could be given,
which could not by following the established principle anll
rules, be furnished with a sufficiently distinctive name. This
project in the King's own writing, and the original of which
1 still have in my 11ossession, as already mentioned, was
graciously sent to me, in order that I might prepare a table,
in which the distinction in names and character bet\veeu
tlris and the usual method might be exhibited. In this same
1n·oject it was also indicated, how the multiplication and
division, where so many great difficulties would be expected,
were to be carried out.
'Vhen this project had by the royal command to be further
developed, and an opportunity was then afforded to me, to
~xamine it more in detail, and to see whether this method
could not be arranged in a better and more convenient way,
no matter how much I studied it, I could not discover anything which could be improved; and it is my frank opinion
that nobody, though he had employed all his time upon
mathematics, would have found anything to correct. The
compendious mode of His :Majesty in the discovery of chara,cters and names, and the easy method in which they could be
changed, so that by means of certain marks, they could be
varied by each new number, as well as his project for multiplication, considering the short time he devoted to it, could
not fail to excite my astonishment; and I am compelled therefore to regard him as a man of deeper thought and more
subtle penetration, than could or can be supposed by any
other man; I am forced also to admit that if he had chosen
he could have been for all times the foremost among his sub36*
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jects even in this particular; at least, he could have obtained
as easily as any one else the laurel which is sought for by
the learned.
I was also led to think and to believe that in the other
matters too, of which you will leave to posterity a complete
record, he must have had a deeper understanding than he
showed outwardly;* especially as, in his intercourse generally,
he gave people to understand that he deemed it low and vulgar
to put on the air and the ·ways of superiority and learning in
the company of such as have regarded and as still regard the
external and superficial as wise, and the internal and real as
unwise. I remember a truly royal and rational expression of
ltis, that he regarded him who was ignorant of mathematics
as only half a man. He exhibited also all his grace and
favour towards those whom he considered able to bring a useful science to some degree of perfection. If, therefore, it had
pleased the gracious providence of Almighty God, that he should
have governed his people in peace and tranquillity, he would
probably have brought the cause of learning and science in
Sweden to a higher degree of perfection than it had before
attained, or will ever attain hereafter; for he seemed inclined
personally to take the lead of the learned forces, and to encourage every one by his own appreciation of his work to
make such progress, as to earn from him the acknowledgment
of having acquired some degree of merit and of just renown.
At the same opportunity, and about the same time, the
plans of several mechanical undertakings in the country
were made, where I was instructed to act as an assistant to
:Mr. Polhem, the Councillor of Commerce; as, for instance, of
the clock at Carlscrona, which must be regarded as unequalled
in Europe, if we take into consideration the fact that it was
huilt in a place where there was no assistance derived from
the tidal flow of the sea; and, likewise, of the locks and sluices
between Lake 'Vener and Gottenburg, in the large streams and
at the falls of Trollhatta, which is a work that, had it been accomplished, would have to be classed among the greatest mecJ,ani-

* Compare the extracts from Swedenhorg's "Spiritual Diary," in Note 3,
respecting the internal character of Charles XII.
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cal enterprizes ever undertaken in the world; without mentioning several other projects.
':rhe above I desire to communicate to you with all due
respect. I remain:
Your most obeclient serYant,
E11r. SwEDENBORG.

DOCU...lfENT 200.
S\YEDE~'TIORG'S CONrrROVERSY WITII
PHOFESSOR A:NDERS CELSIUS/ 44 OF UPSAL,
IN 1740 AND 1741.

This controversy was provoked by a paper which Professor
Celsius read in 17 40 before the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, in which he communicated the declination of the magnetic needle for Upsal and Tornea as obtained by his personal
observations, comparing his own results with those produced
by a theoretical computation according to the principles laid
clown by Sweclenborg in his Priuci]Jict for the determination
of the declination of the needle for all parts of the globe.
After showing that there was a difference of about eight degrees
between the results obtained by the two different methods,
he closed his paper with these remarks: "From this it is made
sufficiently clear that some improvement is necessary in the
Assessor's hypothesis."
Upon his return to Stockholm in 1740, Swedenborg himself made a computation of the declination of the needle for
Upsal, according to his principles, and communicated the result
to the Academy of Sciences in a paper read hefore them on
December 14, in which he pr~·es that the difference between
the practical observation made by Professor Celsius and the
theoretical computation according to his principles amounts
to scarcely 1 minute, instead of 8 degrees, 13~ minuteH, or
493~- minutes.
Professor Celsius, thereupon, in a paper handed in on
January 23, 1741, communicated the computation of :Magister
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Hi01·ter, 145 on which he had based his criticism of Swedenprinciples, and he added the 1\Iagister:s strictures of
Swedenborg's own computation. These strictures, however,
were easily refuted by Swedenborg in a short reply which he
submitted to the Academy on February 1, 1741, and with
which the controversy closed.
It seems scarcely fair that the Academy of Sciences should
haYe published in its Transactions Celsius' attack upon SwedenlJorg, without offering him an opportunity in return to defend
himself as publicly; and the result has been that the written
papers belonging to this controversy lay forgotten in the Archives
of the Academy until 1869, when they were exhumed by
l\lr. Ahlstrand, the learned librarian of the institution, who
kindly communicated them to the editor of these documents,
during his protracted stay in Stockholm. They follow herewith
in chronological order.
borg~s

A.
EXTRACT FROM PROFESSOR CELSIUS' PAPER, REA.D BEFORE THE ACADEMY
OF SCIENCES, IN 1740.*

I therefore observed the declination of the magnetic
needle here at Upsal on the 28th of July last, between three
and four o'clock in the afternoon, in clear and warm weather;
and for this purpose employed the same compass which has
already been described in these Transactions, using therewith
all possible precautions. First I made myself a meridian
line of about six yards long by means of a carefully set
astronomical clock or dial, which I am sure did not deviate from the correct time by more than a few minutes;
and, inueed, in the open air in my garden, to escape all
local attraction of iron; further, I had no iron implements
of any kind about me such as keys, buckles, &c. In the
direction of the meridian line I stretched a fine thread, under
which the compass was placed in such a manner that the

* This paper is contained in the Proceedings of the Royal Academy of
Seiences of the year, li40, on pages 385-88.
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position of the thread was exactly on 0 of the two graduatetl
brass-arches. After the thread had been removed the needle
was allowed to swing on its pivot, the whole being covered by
a glass-shade.
I then observed the declination of the needle
towards the west, away from the pole line to Le • so 53'
After the needle had been removed from its
. so 50'
place by means of a key, it stood at
'Vhen the compass was handled and replaced
. so 45'
under the thread, the needle indicated .
. so 47'
After being disturbed with a key
"Then the compass was rubbed and replaced.
under the thread .
8° 50'
From all of which results a mean declination
of the needle towards the west for this locality of. so 49'
As Assessor Swedenborg has shown how the deviation of
the magnetic needle may be found out a priori for any given
locality, :Magister Hiorter145 upon my request has computed
by means of 2S operations the declination of the magnetic
needle for the present time at Upsal according to his theory,
and has obtained .
. 17° 2
A difference from the result obtained by observation of
so 13r
He has also computed the declination for
Tornea for April 17, 1736
. 12° 22'
'Vhich according to my observations i~
• 5° 5'
l'hus differing from the real observation .
7° 17'
From this it is made sufficiently clear that some improvement is necessary in the Assessor's hypothesis.

r
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B.
SWEDENBORG'S REPLY TO PROFESSOR CELSIUS.*

Computation of the declination qf the needle for tl1e merirlirtn
qf Upsal, slwu;ing the use qf snch computations for finding the
eastern cmcl western longitude.

It is probably universally known that the learned among
the ancients couhl not advance physical science to that height
to which it has been brought by the learned of later times,
especially by those of the last and of the present centuries:
for in former times they were obliged unaided by observation
and experiments to investigate everything from their own
thoughts, and to derive their knowledge from their O\Vn brains;
as they thus derived no help from visible tokens by which
they could have been directed to the true way, it necessarily
followed that in certain respects they were misled. N evertheless, by their profound thought they encouraged posterity to
examine things more closely, and by investigating effects to
find out how closely or how remotely their rules agree with
the actual order of nature.
There are two ways by which to trace out those .things in
nature which lie either open before us, or are hidden from
our eyes, viz. the a prim·i which is also called the synthetical
method, and the a posteriori, or the analytical method. Both
are necessary in reflecting upon and tracing out one and the
same thing: for in order to do so there is required both light
a priori, and experience a posterio'ri. Now, while the learned
among the ancients followed the former light as remotely and
profoundly as they possibly could, those at a later period were
induced not to accept anything as witness, unless it was confinned by experience. Hence also some of the learned at the
present clay seem to have agreed to let thought rest, and to
make experiments which would appeal to the senses; yet they

* This paper was reall l1efore the Academy of Sciences, on December
14, 1740, and is preserved in its Archives.
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did so with the hope all<l intent that some day experience
would be connected with theory: for experience deprived of
an insight into the nature of things, is knowledge without
learning, and a foundation without a building to rest upon it.
~rhe observations of the outward senses merely furnish data
and give information about things which the understanding
ought to investigate, and concerning which it ought to form
its judgments; such also is the distinctive fJUality of a rational
being whose superiority over brute animals consists in being
able to exercise its understanding in matters acquired by
experience.
For the purpose of reaching this noble end, the learned
scientific men of these later times have collected and accumulated such an abundant and invaluable treasury of experiments
and facts, that we seem likely to he able soon to advance a,
step beyond, and to trace out the secret properties of nature
(:;X posteJ·iori7 or by the analytical method, and thus to meet
our learned forefathers who reached the same goal a priori,
and with their help to climb up a higher Parnassus, than they
were able to do in their times.
Two objections are usually made to this: first, that we
have not yet a sufficient stock of experiments and facts for
this purpose; and that we ought still to go on for several
centuries in laying the foundation and collecting materials for
the intended building; some, indeed, go so far as to maintain
that not even our posterity ought to erect the scaffolding for
the building. Regarded in itself, however, this is a mere pre. text for escaping the profound and laborious study and reflection, which such an important subject requires. For in order
to reach that height where theory is, in order to go beyond
probabilities into that region where pure truths meet, it is
necessary to draw upon and to employ everything that has
hitherto been discovered in nature. \Ve have to draw
upon, in fact, what I call the common experience; since
there is a common hond uniting each thing to every
other thing, so that lmt little knowledge is obtained
concerning a single or individual thing, unless all things help
and conspire. rrhere is, in fact, a similar bond of union between all the phenomena of nature, as there is between the
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several sciences, and as soon as one is wanting there is a
break in the chain. For such a work, however, there is required a special taste, inclination, attention, concentration, awl
leisure; for such thoughts do not flow in of their own accord,
nor do they present themselves without abstracting that which
rivets the attention of, and delights, the outward senses.
'rhose who do not possess these qualifications, nor this particular cast of mind perform perhaps just as good a service to
the public by increasing our stock of experience, 'vhich can
never be filled up even to the end of the 'vorld: for nature is
an ocean without a bottom. Without their help in laying the
foundation and providing the materials, the understanding can
never ascend to its own proper sphere.
The other objection is, that doubts prevail as to the advantage and use which experience may derive from theory;
one single example, however, will suffice to place this in clear
light: for if the true cause of the attractive force of the magnet, and of its declination and inclination, was brought to
light, so that true ephemerides and maps could be constructed
of its deviations, the longitude of places, which is so much
sought after and desired, would be determined thereby, to the
great advantage of navigation, geodesy, and geography. In
that case also the unnecessary talk and controversies about
the inconstant nature of the course and progress of magnetic
declination, and many other things which unnecessarily worry
and disturb the experiments of the learned, and obstruct
an advance, would cease. The same applies to everything
else. To trace out and investigate, and to acquire a knowledge of and to know, what nature in its inmost recesses
contains, may be compared to some one who fumbles about
in a valley among bushes, trees, and rocks, and who is looking
there for the path and the direction which will lead him to
his home, while another has ascended a high tower, from which
he is able to take in at a glance the whole wide field, with
all its corners and angles, and its many tortuous paths.
Now, as I find in the Transactions of our Academy ot
Sciences for the months of July, August, and September of
the year 17 40, page 384, that Professor Anders Celsius has
been pleased to undertake the labour of comparing my com-
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putation of the declination of the magnet with an accurate
observation which he made at Upsal on July 28, 1740, I express to him my sincere thanks for the real service which he
has rendered to me: for in order that a computation based
upon theory may be established, it must be proved by observation. I desire, however, first of all to have the honour of
stating that in my Opera. Philosophica et lJiineralia, which was
printed in Leipzig in 1734, no declinations had been submitted
to computation except a few for the meridian of London, and
a few more for that of Paris, including also a few for Rome,
Uranieburg, the Cape of Good Hope, &c.; among these examples, however, there has not been a single one for the
latitude and longitude of Upsal. Professor Celsius, therefore,
requested 1\Iagister Hiorter to institute a computation at the
above-named place and time, according to the principles laid
clown by me, which has resulted in 17 degrees, and 2 ~ minutes,
while the observation exhibits only 8 degrees, 49 minutes, so
that my computation was found to be erroneous by 8 degrees,
13,} minutes. In order, however, to show to whom this fault
ought to be attributed, I feel inuuced to submit my own computation; where I have been compelled to make use of the same
Latin phraseology which I employed throughout the whole work,
so that it may plainly appear, that I have not deviated a hair's
breadth from my former series of computations, and the rules
I then laid down.
The latitude of Upsal is 59°
50'.
The eastern longitude from
London is 15°.
1. Between 1720 and 17 40
intervene 20 years, which are
to he multiplied by 56. Thus
20° X 56'=18° 40'.
2. Subtract 18° 40' from
ll2°, and from 15°, or:
ll2°+ 15°-18° 40'=108° 20'.
3. For (p a), see figures in
the work itself.

108° 20' -90°=18° 20'; now
follows the operation by the
logarithms:
Sine 22° 30' =958284
Sine 18° 20' =949756
Sine 6° 55' =908051.
4. :Multiplication must be
made for the south angle:
20° X 20' =U 40'.
5. These 6° 40' are to be
subtracted from the south
angle of London, and 15° are
to be auued, viz:
0
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145° 30' + 15°-6° 40'=153° 50',
which is the true south angle
towards the west.
6. For (o h)
153° 50' _g0°=63° 50'; then by
the sines:
Sine 22° 30' =958284
Sine 63° 50' =g95304
Sine 20° 5' =9535-88.
7. For (p c)
5go 50' + 6° 55' =66° 45'.
8. 66° 45' to be multiplied
by 6" =6' 36".
9. 22' 30" + 6' 36" =2g' 6".
10. For (p o)
180° + 6° 55'+ 20° 5' =207°.
11. \V e require to use the
square:
as the square
180°=32400
is to the square 207°=32849,
S:) is 29' 6" to 38' 22".
12. By decimal calculation
38' 22" X 66° 45' =4° 7',
13. 22° 30' +4° 7'=26° 37';
26° 37' is therefore the apparent latus calculi.
14. 60°: goo:: 4° 7' : 6° 11'.
See the table of the ca1culation at p. 326 (English edition,
Vol. II, p. 160) of the Principia.
'.rhere are to be added 6° 11'
to the true north angle
108° 20' + 6° 11'=114° 31'.
114° 31' is thus the apparent
north angulus calculi towards
the west; the complement of
which is 65° 2g',
15. For (c d)
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Sine 5go 50'=gg367g
Sine 65° 2g' =9958g6
Sine 51° 52'=g8g575.
16. For (a d)
Sine com pl. 65° 2g' =g61800
Tang. compl. 5go 50' ~g7g435
Tangent 33° 40'
=g82365.
17. For (b c) has to be add eel
first 33° 40' + 26° 3 7' =60° 1 7';
and by logarithms :
Sine compl. 59° 50'=g70115
Sine com pl. 60° 17' =g6g523
Sine compl. 75° 35'=g3g638.
18. For the angle (b c a)
will be the proportion: as
75° 35' the side already found
is to 65° 2g', the complement
of the apparent north angle;
so is 26° 37', the apparent
side of the calculus, to the
angle required.
Sine 26° 37'= g6512g
Sine 65° 2g' = gg53g6
1g6] 025.
Sine 75° 35'= gg8610
Sine 24° 53'= gG2415.
1g, \V e must now £ncl the
side and angle at the south
pole
5go 50' -20° 5' =3go 45'.
20. By decimal calculation
3go 45' >< 38' 22" =2° 28'.
21. By reduction according
to the rule at p. 320 (English
edition, Vol. II, p. 160) of
the Principia :
as 60° is to goo so 2o 28'
is to 3° 7'.
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22. These 3° 7' are to be
subtracted from the south
angle 153° 50'; hence 1530
30'-3° 7'=150° 43', which is
the apparent [south] angle
situated at the west; of which
the complement is 29u 17 1•
23. For (n c)
Sine 59° 50'=993679
Sine 29° 17' =9o8942
Sine 25° 1'~6262I
24. For (n h)
Sine com pl. 29° 17' = 994062
Tang. com pl. 59° 50'= 979435
Tangent
54° 29'=1014627.
25. For the side (g c) subtract
54° 29' -26° 37'=27° 52'.
Sine compl. 24° 58'= 995739
Sine com pl. 27° 52'= 99464 7
Sine compl. 36° 44'=1990386.
If its complement is taken,
the required side (c g) is obtained=1430 14'.
26. For the angle (g c h)
the proportion must be used:
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as
is
of
so
of
is

36° 44' the side now found
to 29° 1 7' the complement
the apparent south angle,
26° 37' the apparent side
the calculus, to that which
required.
Sine ~wo 37'= 965129
Sine 29° 17' = 968942
1934071.
Sine 36° 44'= 977676
Sine 21° 30'= 956395.
24° 53'
27. 75° 35'
143° 14' = 21° 31'
218° 49' = 46° 23'.
From this arises the proportion:
218° 49': 46° 23':: 75° 35': 16° 1'.
28. If 16° 1' be subtracted
from the angle 24° 53', there
remains the declination west,
8° 52'.
Between the declination observed by Professor Celsius
so 49' and that obtained by
computation 8° 52', there is a
difference of 3 minutes.

It hence appears plainly that my computed declination
agrees so thoroughly with the Professor's accurately made observation which he has communicated to us, that scarcely one
minute, much less 8 degrees 13} minutes or 493} minutes,
separates us.
'rhe Professor's observation, as may be seen in the Transactions of the Academy, p. 387, is as follows:
In 1740, on .July 28, I observed at Upsal the
declination of the needle towards the west from
its northern direction . . . .
. . 8° 53'.
After the needle had been drawn from its
. . . .
8° 50'.
place by a key, it stood at
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\Vhen the compass was handled and replaced
under the thread, the needle indicated
so 45'.
After being disturbed by a key ,
so 4 7'.
\Vhen the compass was rubbed and replaced
umler the thread
o
•
so 50'.
From all of which results a mean declination
of the needle towards the west for that locality of • so 49'.
The difference between my computed declination which is
so 52' and that which resulted from observation is merely three
miautes; but if a mean is taken between the first observation
so 53' and the second or last so 52', the difference is merely
half a minute, which amounts to nothing.
The reason why my computation is so prolix and difficult,
consisting of 2S operations for finding out each declination,
is, that I have to transfer the fluxion of a perpetually spiral
vortex-which is really the origin of the declination of the
magnet-from an algebraic to a trigonometric and arithmetical
computation; and, indeed, without any assistance derived from
previous experiment or trial.
I have to observe that I assumed the eastern longitude of
lTpsal from London to be fifteen degrees, in consequence of
information I received in 1710 from the celebrated astronomer
Flamsteed, 56 at Greenwich, when I brought him the observations of two lunar .eclipses made by the late Professor
Elfvius,54 which he at once in my presence compared with his
own observations. As soon as I shall be kindly informed of
the approximate longitude and latitude of Tornea, I am ready
to make, and to communicate, a computation for the year 1736;
where I am certain a similar result will be obtained to that
which follows herewith.
If any one now, under proper instruction, took the trouble
to compute the declination of the magnet for every fifth degree
of latitude and longitude over the whole globe, between 65
degrees north and south, and also every third or fourth year;
and if afterwards he published his computed declinations either
in the form of an ephemeris or of a chart, it might be determined thereby as well by land as by sea under what degree
in an eastern or western direction any one is or sails; provided the declination of the magnet and also the latitude are
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accurately observed. The same might also be ohtained without an observation of the latitude, simply by making· repeatcu
observations of the declination on several distant places on
the way, and looking for them on the Chart: for the magnet
declines differently for every degree in latitude and longitude.
As this, however, requires great care aud labour, although I
feel confident of being able to supply the present difficulty by
an easier method, it shall certainly not be un<lertaken without encouragement from others.
The only thing that seems to lie in the way of, or to obstruct, the feasibility of this method is the difficuity of observing the correct declination of the magnet with sufficient
accuracy and exactness at sea and on laud: for many and entirely different circumstances may cause an observation to be
at fault for a half or a whole degree. Some of these I may
here mention; if, for instance, the meridian line be not laid
down most accurately, the compass with its breadth or diameter, (suppose this to have been most carefully constructed,)
would not he placed correctly in acconlance with the due
north line: and this error would obtain, even though it should
be placed upon a perfectly horizontal plane, without the least
declivity; and though the needle should swing most freely on
its pivot, without the least friction caused by rust, dust, smoke,
vapour, water, or other thing. Further, it is almost impossible
for a needle to swing with absolute freedom and without any
impediment whatever: for if the point of the pivot and the
small cavity of the needle in which it runs, are examined by
the microscope, great unevenness may be observed, which is
increased by the least particles of vapour or dust which may
be deposited there. Great care too must be taken lest any
effiuvia of iron either from a greater or shorter distance
be conveyed to it; also that no pieces of iron be concealed in
the window-frames, in the room, walls, mortar, or in the fioor;
also that they are not carried about by the observer: moreover, all currents of air must be carefully excluded. Any of
these circumstances may cause the observation to vary several
hours or days; yea, according to the experiments of Professor
Celsius, (see Transactions of the Academy for the months of
April, ~lay, anu June, 1740,) they may differ from twenty-seven
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minutes to six hours; and in one and the same observation
the difference may amount to eight minutes, or range betwel'll
45' h) 53', of which the ProfL'Ssor has tnkeu the mean, viz.
forty-nine minutes as indicating the true declination, (see
Transactions qf the Acadt:my_. p. 3~7 .) For if the least exhalation of iron he conveyed by the air or wind, it would
penetrate without the least obstruction through glass, yen. eYen
through metals. such as gold and silver, and through water
nnd tire, and according to observations instituted by many,
this would cause a de,iation of from thirty or forty minutes
and upwards in a compass the graduated circle of whieh is
small, and where the needle is placed at some distance above
it. This may also be concluded from the fa.c.t that frequently
a Yery great diil'erence is noticed between the observations
made with one compass at seYeral places, or with seYeral
compasses at one place; whence some have been led to attribute the fault not to themse!Yes, but to the supposed inconstancy of the deelination in one and the same place, and at
one and the same time. ~evert he less, the eastern and western
longitude may be obtained by taking the mean of seyera.l obsenations.
The i~1ct of the deYiation of the needle haYing its eYen and
constant motion and orbit appears Yery clearly from the numerous observations instituted during a whole century at Paris,
London, and other places ; the difference or progress between
them, ii'om ye~u· to year, has shown itself so eYen that scarcely any increase is noticed in the course of one year compared
with that of another, while yet the magnet at the same time
continues to decline until it reaches its highest point, when it
begins to turn about in the opposite direction. According to
my computations this is not likely to happen in Paris for
forty years to come. It is also remarkable that when the
magnet is found to be stationary for a year, the Yery
next year the declination is found to haYe progressed and increased at such a rate, that the deficiency of the one is compensated by the year following; whence it appears very
clearly that the magnet has not stood stilL and that the
error has not been due to the magnet, but to the obsener. Indeed, over the whole globe the declination of the

Doc. 200.]

REPLY TO CELSIUS.

577

magnet at one place takes place in such regular order, that
the celebrated Halley, of Oxford, has compiled a chart (a
copper-plate of which is also inserted in my work), showing
its deviation, and fi·om which it may he seen that the magnet
does not make such uneven and irregular jumps forward and
backward.
Another consideration that presents itself is this, that if
there actually were a deviation of six hours, as we are informeu,
it would be most dangerous for sea-faring people, for in that
case the ship's course on the ocean would be changed from
side to side every few hours, so as to resemble the course of
those that skate on the ice. From this and several other
arguments and proofs it can he very clearly seen that the
declination and inclination of the magnet always preserves a
uniformity in its deviation, and that it is caused by the surrounding subtle atmosphere which I denominate the purer
ether, and which forms the large vortex ot our earth: for if
the perpetually spiral motion of this vortex be examined by
means of a true geometry, it will be found that such a motion
cannot otherwise than describe its larger and lesser circles,
appoint and locate (utsatta) its centres, and form its axes,
i. e. form their equator and ecliptic, and together with their
equators and ecliptics form the north and south poles- altogether as this is shown in our system at large, and also
by each magnet on a small scale, when iron powder is
scattered around: for whatever property and natural motion
belongs to a large volume in its atmosphere, or in the atmosphere itself, belongs also to a smaller, and even to the smallest volume whenever it is put in motion. From all this,
which is declared and demonstrated by geometry itself and
cannot be disputed, it follows that there can be no other cause
of the declination and inclination of the magnet than the very
vortical fluxion by which our earth is kept enclosed as it were
in its centre; and upon this also my calculation is based. If the
progression of the magnet towards the east or towards the west
was as inconstant as it is declared to be, the earth or our little
world, the existence of which depends upon the constancy of this
system, would most certainly vibrate to and fro in its course,
and would consequently threaten to fall out of equilibrium.
37
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c.
PROFESSOR A. CELSIUSH 44 REPLY TO ASSESSOR SWEDENBORG'S CALCULATION
OF THE DECLINATION OF THE MAGNET FOR THE ..liERIDIAN OF UPSAL.*

As Assessor Swedenborg has now been pleased himself to
calculate the declination oi the needle according to his theory,
and as he has found the same to agree pretty well with the
observation I took here at Upsal, when yet following the computation of l\Iagister Hiorter I had stated it to differ by 8° 13f;
I have therefore examined l\Iagister Hiorter's calculation, and
find it to agree with the rules and examples laid clown by the
Assessor in his philosophical work. But, on the other hand,
I notice that the Assessor's own computation agrees with
my observation, by mere chance; it being extremely faulty, especially from his having taken the latitude of U psa], instead of its
cvmjJlementum or elevatio mquatoris. I have therefore the
honour of communicating to the Academy of Sciences l\Iagister
Hiorter's computations for. the meridian of Upsal, and also
the mistakes which occur in Assessor Sweclenborg's calculation,
from which the Academy of Sciences can see clearly that the
difference pointed out by me is not due to any error in Magister
Hiorter's computation, but results from the theory itself; which
is the less surprising, as Assessor Swedenborg was unable to
obtain as many observations of the declination and inclination
of the needle taken around the whole globe with sufficient
accuracy, as allowed him to construct from them a theory
so perfect that it needed no alteration and improvement by
more recent observations. I believe that Dr. Halley 55 has
more than any other applied the deepest thought in establishing a theory of the declination of the magnet which the learned
have been seeking to improve ever since; yet he does not
venture to determine by geometry the situation of the magnetic
poles upon the earth, and to establish rules for computing
the declination. :Meanwhile, however, he has empirically constructed crooked lines representing the declinations of the

* This paper was read before the Academy of Sciences, on January
23, 1741.
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magnet on the largest ocean of the world, and he has had
the good fortune to see these lines, which were constructed
mostly on the basis of the observations taken during his
voyages, confirmed more and more by later experiments. As
I had, moreover, observed that Assessor Swedenhorg~s theory
differs consi,lerably from that of Dr. Halley, I was the more
anxious to see how it compared with my observations taken
at rrornea and Fpsal, especially as I saw that his computations tallied so well with the observations made in London and
Paris.
Besides, as Assessor Swedenhorg is still pleased to persist
in the objections to the hourly changes of the declination of
the needle, which he had previously made in his philosophical
work to the observations of :l\lessrs. l\luschenbrock and Graham,
I cannot refrain from uttering my frapk thoughts on the
subject.
I, too, am of opinion that it is a very difficult and delicate
matter to observe the declination of the needle so exactly, as
to he all\·ays sure to have this value expressed in degrees and
minutes ; so that the circumstances alluded to by the Assessor
may cause an observation to be faulty, if their demands are
not in eYery possible mmmer complied with. But these causes
operate so much the less in observing the hourly changes of
the needle in one and the same place, heeanse in this case
the mere ditfereuces of the cleelination are taken into consideration, without troubling oneself about the absolute deterruination of its direction. lt does not matter, therefore, whether
the needle is placed strictly in agreement with the meridian
line, but a certain degree is marked clown; further, it does
not matter if the whole arc is not divided with perfect accuracy, provided one l1alf-degree is pretty accnrately marked •
.Neither is it of any consequence if some iron ohjects arc im~
bedded in the winclow-frarue, in the door, in the wall, or in
the earth. as they cau only vitiate the absolute IJUantity of
the declina.ti•.m, witlt~1ut, however, heing able to produce a disturbance in the diffen~nc~·s caused hy the same force operating all the time at the same distance. Further, uo draught
or commotion in the air can influence the direction of the
needle, after the compass has been enc IoseJ with a glass,
37*
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and so forth. On that account also lYir. Graham employed
two needles, placed at some distance from one another, and
he found that they agreed in the hourly variations pretty much
to the same extent. Neither could the friction of the needle
on its pivot be productive of any variation, as Mr. Graham
together with myself established the fact, that when a needle
had reached its greatest or least stage of variation during the
day, and when it was drawn out of its direction by means of
a key, and was kept by means of it in a different direction
from the one it had occupied during the day, after the removal
of the key it nevertheless returned to its former position. It
is sufficiently established thereby that the hourly variation in
the direction of the needle cannot be attributed to a flaw in the
observation, although this is demanded by a certain hypothesis
accepted as true, and it follows also that the cause of this
phenomenon is still unkno·wn to us, and is worthy of being
traced out by more experiments. Meanwhile l\Ir. Graham has
established by more than a thousand observations that this
variation eannot be ascribed to cold or heat, to a· clear or
clouded sky, to a wincly or calm state of the atmosphere, nor
to the higher or lower state of the barometer; which also
agrees with my observations taken here at Upsal. l\Ir. Graham
also considered himself at liberty to conclude, that the greatest
,·ariation in an increasing ratio usually took place between
12 o'clock at noon and 4 o'clock P.M., and the least variation
between 6 o'clock and 7 o'clock P.M., on which subject I will
communicate the results of my investigations, after I have continued them a little longer.

D.
J'JA.GISTER HIORTER'S 1• 5 COMPUTATIONS.*

1. Computation of the magnetic declination for the year
1740, at U psal, instituted according to the rules laid down by
the most noble Assessor Swedenborg.

* Presented

to the Academy of Sciences on January 23, 1741.
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The latitude of the place is 59° 52', and its complement
30° 8'. The eastern longitude from London is 17° 30'.
Operation 1. 1740-1720=
20 X 5()'=18° 40'.
2. 112°+ 17° 30'=129° : 30
-18° 40'=110° 50'.
3. 110° 50'-90=
20° 50' s. 955102
22° 30' s. 958285
(p a) 7° 49'
S. 913386~
4. 1740-1720=20° X 20'=
6° 40'.
5. 145° 30' + 17° 30'=163° 0'
-6° 40'=156° 20'.
6. 156° 20' -90°=
66° 20'
s. 996185
22° 30'
s. 958284
(o h) 20° 31'
S. -954469.
7. For (p c) 30° 8' + 7° 4g'
=37° 57'.
8. 37° 57'x6"=3' 48".
9. 22' 30" + 3' 48"=26' 18".
10. For (p o) 180° + 7° 49'
+ 20° 31'=208° 20'.
11.
(-ar.
180 Q=32400 Log. 5.48945
2081-43278 4.63627
26' 18"=1578"- 3.19811
35' 8"=2108"- 3.32383~
12.
(-ar.
37° 57'=2277" Log. 3.35736
10° 0'= 600
" 7.22185
2° 13J' 7999
" 3.90304.
13. 22° 30' + 2° 13-1=24° 43f
Latus.
14. gr. 55 .• 74}0
60 •. 90
-5 15t

60

60

300' : 930' : : 8' : 25 for proportion
90' : 0-25' =89° 35' for Latitude
59° 52' 60°. 89° : 35'. 3071.
Log. logist.
2: 13} -~4_314} 30 19'
1 : 6 17385
.
110° 50'- 3° 19' = 107° 31'
compl. 72° 29'.
15. For (c d)
3oo 8 s. 9. 1oo19
72 : 29
" 9.97938
28 : 36} , U.68017.
16. For (a d)
72° 29' =C-S. 9.47854
30° 8t'=c-t. 10.23613
9° 55'
T. 9.24241.
17. go 55' +24° 43' = (b d)
34° 38'.
28° 3Gr =C-S 9.94345
34° 38' =C-S 9.91530
(b c). 43 : 45 c-s 9.85875.
18. lfor (b c a)
43° 45' S. 0.16020. c-ar.
72 : 29 9.97938
24 : 43j 9.62140
35 : 13 ~ 9-:-76098~
19. 30° 8' -20° 31'=9° 37'.
20.
c. arithm.
10° 0' = 600' 7.22185
35' 8''=2108" 3.32383
go 37' = 577' 2.76118
33' 47"=202'7" 3.30GH6.
21. GOo. 89° 35' -3071 Log.
logist.

r

33' 4 7" -~~94} 50' 26"
16:39
5565
•

582

S1VEDENBORG AS A MAN OF SCIENCE.

22.156°20' +50~=157°10}' of
which the complement 22° 49t'.
~3. For (n c)
30°
s. 4. 70079
22: 49~ " 9.58874
11: 14 s. 9.28953.
24. For (n h)
22° 49f c-s. 9.96459
30 : 8t c-t. 10.23613
28 : 9t T. 9.72846.
25. 28° 9' + 24° 43t' =3° 25
For (g c) 11 o 14' c-s 9.99160
3 : 25 ~
9.99922
168°: 15f'.11: 44k - 9.99082.

sr

r.
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26. For (g c h)
11° 44t'
0.69154
22° 49f " 9.58874
24 : 43+ " 9.62140
52 : 53 s. 9.90168.
27. b c 43° 45' b c a 35° 13}'
gc 168: 15* gch52:53
212: 0!
S8: 6;
212: 0~=12720t 5.89549 c-ar.
88: 6!= 5286k 3.72315
43:45 = 2625 3.41913
18: 10-f} 1090i 3.0377i
28. 35° 13-J'-18° 10f=17°
2}'.

s.

Hence results the magnetic declination 17° : 2}' western.
As observed at Upsal
8°: 49'
8° 13f.
Discrepancy in calculation
In the above computation the latitude of the place was
taken as 59° 52', when yet accurately stated it is one-third
of a minute less; as this small difference is however more
sensible in the latter part of the computation, it has there
been taken into consideration.
2. The computation of the magnetic declination for the
year 17 40, at Tornea, instituted according to the rules laid
down by the most noble Assessor Sweclenborg.
[As this computation has neither been examined nor animadverted upon by Swedenborg, and as the principles followed
are the same as those according to which ~!agister Hiorter
computed the declination of the needle for Upsal, we do not
deem it necessary to insert this computation here.]
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E.
.MISTAKES IN THE CO!IIPUTATION PRESENTED TO THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
Bl" THE

WELL-BORN ASSESSOR SWEDENBORG 1 IN WHICH HE COMPUTED THE

DECLINATION OF THE MAGNETIC NEEDLE FOR THE YEAR 1740 AT UPSAL, COMPARING THE SAME WITH THE PRINCIPLES, RULES, AND EXAMPLES CONTAINED
IN VOL. I. OF HIS PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS.

\Vithout translating the whole of Magister Hiorter's lengthy
paper on this subject, we shall simply state the points to which
he took objection.
First, he objected to Swedenborg's taking the latitude of
Up sal to be 59° 50', when it is 59° 52'; and to his assuming the longitude eastward from London to be only 15°, when
it is really 17 ~ 0 •
Secomlly, he objected to Swedenborg's taking, in the 7th
operation, the whole latitude 59° 50', instead of its cornplement
with respect to 90 degrees, viz. 30° 10', and in employing this
number five different times ; when yet he stated clearly in
his Principia, p, 319, that the complement is to be used
instead.
Thirdly, in the 8th operation the sum of multiplying 66°
45' by 6" is 6' 42.}'' instead of 6' 36".
Fourtldy, in the 11th operation 38° 22' is written and used
instead of 38' 29".
Fijlllly, \n the 12th operation 6G 0 25' is put clown instead
of 66° 45'.
Sixthly, in the 16th operation the complement of the cotangent is taken as 9. 79435, instead of 9. 76435.
Seventldy, in the 14th operation 6° 11' is added to 108°
20' instead of being subtracted therefrom; as required by the
rule on p. 321.
Eigldltly, in the 20th operation 2° 28' is put down instead
of 2° 32.}'.
1Yiutldy, in the 21st operation 60° is proportioned with 90°,
instead of with 89° 29'.
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F.
SWEDENBORG'S REPLY TO MAGISTER HIORTER•S CRITICIS.V:S.*

1. It is quite true that I used the full latitude instead of
its complement, but then I made an addition in the 14th, and
a subtraction in the 22nd operation; when yet in those computations where I use the complement of the latitude, a subtraction is demanded in the 14th, and an addition in the 22nd
operation.
It follows thence that after having taken the full latitude
once, and not its complement, I was compelled to do so constantly; it was therefore quite unnecessary to amplify one observation into seven or nine, and to fill therewith a whole
sheet, which yet has been clone.
At the outset when I took the computations for my printed
work in hand, I found that they had to be instituted in
this manner upon approaching the north and south poles after
1720; yet I was under no obligation to inform the public
about this. No other change has been introduced.
2. \Vith regard to my having assumed the latitude of Upsal
to be 59° 50', and not 59° 52', I leave it to others to decide
which of these agrees most with the fact; yet~as this does
not cause quite one minute's difference in the result, it ought
not to have been dwelt upon so much.
3. \Vith regard to the longitude, I stated in the paper which
was first presented, that I received my information from the
celebrated astronomer Flamsteed, when he compared two observations of a lunar eclipse taken by the late Professo1·
Elfvius with his own.
4. The cause of my having introduced into the 16th operation a wrong complement of the co-tangent, viz. 9. 79435, instead of 9. 76435, is due to an error in Vlacken's tables; but
there does not arise from this so large a mistake as is pretended, viz. 8° 38' instead of 33° 40', when yet it produces

* Reau

Lefore the Academy of Sciences on Feb. 1, 1741.
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35° 31'; whieh, in the end, or in the computed declination,
causes a difference of four minutes.
5. The remaining observations are of so little practical
account, that they do not deserve to be answered.
6. In the computation which was sent in I find at a first
glance several mistakes, e. g. in the 12th operation instead of
10° there ought to be 37~ 57', &c.

DOCU.1l!ENT 201.

LIST OF BOOI{S TO BE PUBLISHED BY
E1\IANUEL S\VEDENBORG, ASSESSOR IN THE
COLLEGE OF 1\lll~ES OF SWEDEN.*
In a short time the following four books are to be published:
1. The :Medullary fibre of the Brain, and the Nervous fibre
of the Body.
2. The Animal Spirit.
3. Concordance of the three systems of the Human Soul
and its Intercourse with the Body.
4. Divine Prudence, Predestination, Fate, Fortune, and
Human Prudence.

* This list is printed after the title-page of an edition of Swedenborg's
Economy of the Animal K.inguom, publisheu in 1742. Attention has not
previously been called to it.

DOCU1lfENT 202.

DESCRIPTION OF THE l\IODE IN WHICH l\IARBLE
SLABS ARE INLAID FOR TABLES AND OTHER
ORNAl\tlENTS.*
The marble table or slab which is to be used for the work
ought to be of a clark colour and well polished. By means
of a fine sharp chisel the ground which is to be inlaid is cut
or dug out to the depth of half a finger or less, and to the
same width or size as the pattern, which may consist of a
playing-card, jettons [counters formerly in use in playing cards],
false faces, letters, papers of music, combs, shells, roses, &c.
Two chisels with well hardened steel-ends are to be used,
one of which should have a sharp point on one side. This
point is used to trace correctly and accurately the outline
of the object which is to be dug out in the marble. The
other chisel is also sharp, but has a rounded eLlge for the
purpose of digging out the marked surface. The handle of
these chisels is to be of wood, and the mallet which is brought
down upon the handles of the chisels in the usual fashion is
also of wood. The work of digging out the objects, if there
are from six to eight designs to be executed, occupies from
two to three clays, allowing four hours of work each clay.
Fine and brittle spar (SjJat) is now taken and exposed to
the fire on an iron-plate of optional thickness for the purpose
of calcination, and this purpose is accomplished when it can
be rubbed apart between the fingers. This lime is now ground
in a mortar and sifted through a fine hair-sieve. That portion

* This Paper is contained. in the Transactions of the Royal Academy
of Sciences for the months of April, May, and June, 1763, Vol. XXIV,
pp. 107-113.
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which has been sifted through a coarser sieve is mixed with
boiled lime water, and with this mixture the excavations in
the marble are filled up to the very top. Over every design
which has been filled up a piece of linen is laid, which is
smoothed over with the hand, so that the portion filled in
may he of an even surface with the marhle-slah itself. The
lime-water which is used ought to l>e well prepared, because
the greater the lime contained in it, the more quickly the
mixture will dry, and the harder it will become.
The ground which has been thus prepared by means of
the coarser powder, serves as a basis for the work which is
executed upon it by means of the finer powder; for the whole
of this ground is again cut out. At first this ground is smoothed
perfectly even with the horizon of the table. By means of
the edge of a knife a portion of it is scraped off, and afterwards it is polished 'vith pumice-stone and sepia (ossn sepia,
the hone of a fish used in polishing). After the polishing it
is sponged evenly with water, and then the drawing of the
objects which are to be inlaid is made upon it. For instance,
if a playing-card is to be inlaid, an actual card is taken and
all its figures are pricked out with a needle; it is then laid
upon the prepared surface, and pulverizecl reel lead strewed
over it; this powder falls through the holes and describes an
outline of the figures on the card, which are afterwards finished
with a lead-pencil, the size of the card and its sides being
at the same time carefully marked. Several cards, if the prepared surface admits, may 1Je tracecl out, if desired.
After the drawing has been finished, it is carved out of
the white surface with small tools, one piece after another,
as required hy the drawing or the figures, aiHl the parts
removed are filled in afterwards with a composition consisting
of the finer white powder and the requisite colours. This
composition is kneaded in the hand like dough by means of
a little spatula or trowel, being likewise moistened for this
purpose with lime-water, which is more or less diluted with
water, one twentieth part more or less, according as the composition is desired more or less hard. ~rhis little spatula or
trowel is also especially useful in depositing the composition
in its place, and in spreading it out and pressing it down.
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There are four fundamental colours which are mixed in
the various compositions in order to impart the proper tints
to them, and this, as said above, is done in the hands by
means of the little trowel. The first of these colours is lampblack for black; the second, vermiliop. or cinnabar for red;
the third orpiment for yellow; and the fourth, indigo for blue.
All intermediate colours are obtained by a mixture of these,
and they are heightened according to the quantity of the
colours used: for instance, green is obtained by mixing blue
and yellow; the colours in that case are laid upon the hand
and mixed with the fine powder which has been passed twice
through the fine sieve, and then moistened with lime-water
in order to produce the requisite hardness. When indigo and
lake* are to be used, small pieces of them must be soaked in
water for a clay, as they will not otherwise become hard upon
drying on account of the salt they contain.
The black mixture or composition, when black is required,
is first inlaid; afterwards the red, yellow, green, and blue,
and finally the white: for as a rule white does not injure any
colour. If the colours are not inlaid in the order here stated,
and thus allowed to dry, the colours which are first inlaid,
are affected and injured by those that follow and by their
compositions; wherefore it is important that this order should
be observed,-if it is, this additional advantage is obtained,
that it does not matter if any of the succeeding colours
should cover any of the preceding ones; for when the surface
is polished and made even with that of the table the excess
of colour is rubbed off.
As the first inlaying is generally a little porous, on the
following clay it receives another coating of the same composition; but the finer the powder in the composition the less
porous it will be, and the finer the gloss it will receive. The
white composition must consist of the finest lime powder. The
whole of it is then polished with pumice-stone and sepia,
it being sponged immediately afterwards with water, until
finally it is as smooth as the marble-slab or the table itself.

* Whiting or chalk saturated with vegetable or animal dyes, such as
carmine, madder, &c.
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In order to produce the appearance of ivory, as in a comb
or jettons [whist-counters], a little orpiment is strewn over
the surface. Black edges or shadings are made with India
ink by means of a little brush; this ink enters in pretty deeply,
as may be known from the circumstance that it is not rubbed
out by the polishing operation. :For the production of red
wafers Spanish lake (Laccct d' Espagna) is used, which is a
red colour serving this purpose. Various dry colours may
also be used and pounded into a coarse sand, and afterwards
mixed with the compositjons and thus inlaid, when a speckled
or granulated appearance is required. Various species of
marble and agate may also be imitated with all their edges
and veins so that they can scarcely be distinguished from the
real stones ; for this purpose compositions of various colours
are made which are mixed but not kneaded much together;
"·ith these compositions the casities that have been made are
filled up and smoothed over "·ith the spatula in such a manner that the colours succeed one another in the order in
which they are presented hy the sample which is to be imitated. Roses are more difficult, and also more costly to make,
as carmine, which is a most penetrating colour, has to be
used in their preparation; experience also must teach how
much or how little of it must be employed: for by a mixture
with the white composition the colour is well graduated from
a more intense to a paler shade. The proper shade, however,
which remains, becomes apparent only when it is thoroughly
dried, wherefore as a general rule less colour must be used
[than seems to he required].
Afterwards the whole, including the table itself, is rubbed
down or polished with fine tin-ashes upon a rag, and the gloss
is restored to the marble hy rubbing it with coal. Finally,
the whole table together with its designs is spread over with
olive-oil mixed with half its quantity of spirits of turpentine,
or spirits of turpentine alone, which when absorbed hy the
marble heightens all the colours. It is then left to dry for
two or three hours.
While the work is heing done the table which is to be
inlaid lies on a form 'vhich is of convenient access on all
sides, and upon leaving the work it is always covered with a
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cloth, so that no dust may fall upon it. The work itself
can be taught better by practice than by any description;
for after trying a few times the excavation can he accomplished
very easily; though care must be taken that the edges remain clean and exact. The laying in· of the coloured compositions also is not so difficult, provided the proper order
is observed in which they are to succeed one another; for
it does not matter so much if it is spread a little over the
sides, as this is all removed by the polishing. I have sueh a
table 37 in my possession, and I was present all the time it was
being made; it was finished in five weeks, of four hours daily
work, and hence altogether in 120 hours.

DOCU1liE.lvT 203.

THE REPRINT OF SWEDENBORG'S "METHOD
OF FINDING rrHE LONGITUl>E," IN 1766.
This method, "·hich Swedenborg originated as early as
1712 (see Document 44), and whieh had been printed l1y
him in Swedish in 1718, and in Latin at Amsterdam in 1721,
he reprinted at the latter plaee, in 1766. In the introcluetion
to this reprint-which is exceedingly searee-he says: "I have
heard that it was thought by astronomers that the longitude
of plaees on land and sea eould be determined for eertain
only by means of the moon, and I have heard likewise that
a method is now being instituted by whieh this result is to
be attained. As in my youth I applied my mind for some
time to the scienee of astronomy, and for that purpose
studied Riceiolus, where I saw that the metho(1s of severn,l
learned men for fimling the longitude by means of the moon
had been examined, hut eondenmecl on account of the difficulty presented by the parallaxes, or by the reduction of the
moon a.s it was observed, or seen apparently, to its true
position; I therefore exerted myself to find some method
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which should be free from these difficulties; and as I discovered the following method, which had not before that time
occurred to any one, and which avoids these difficulties, I consider it my duty to make it public, and to submit it to the
j1ulgment and the examination of experienced astronomers.
It is to he borne in mind, however, that I here communicate
it altogether as I found I had "Titten it in my youth:
for since that time it has been enjoined upon me to give up
that study, and to apply my mind to more interior things."
This method, it seems, was communicated by Swedenborg to
the various learned societies, and to the universities of his
native country. The letters accompanying his gift to the
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm and to the University of
Lund follow herewith; also the letter of the astronomical professor at Lund in which he animatlverts upon the method,
with Swedenborg's reply.

A.
SWEDENBORG TO THE ROYAL ACADEJIY OF SCIENCES.*

I consider it my duty to present to the Royal Academy
the accompanying "nlethod of finding the Eastern and "\Vestern
Longitude, hy sea and land, by means of the l\loon," which
I have published at Amsterdam; and as it is the only practicable method of doing this hy means of the moon, I desire
to make the following statement in connection with it.
As soon as this little work appeared in print I sent a
copy of it to the Hague and to the Academies in Holland
and Germany, as well as to Copenhagen; and subsequently
also to the Hoyal Society of Sciences at Paris; and after my
arrival in London I communicated it to Lord :l\Iorton, the
President of the Royal Society in that place, on l\Iay 19, of
the present year. This gentleman informed me then that

* The original of this letter is prcscrvcJ. among the Swcdenborg l\[SS.
in the LilJrary of the AcaJ.emy of Sciences in Stockholm; it was printed
for the first time by l\[r. G. E. Klemming, the Hoyal l,ilJrarian in ~tock
holm, in his cJ.ition of the so-callcJ. "SwcJ.enLorg's Dromuw.r," Stockholm
1859, p. 77.
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on the 24th of the same month, the Board of Longitude,
which is a committee of chosen scientific men, would meet
at the Admiralty, to arrive at a determination with respect
to the clock introduced by l\1r. Harrison for the purpose
of finding the longitude of places at sea. On the appointed
clay I too presented myself with ten copies of my "l\Iethod,"
which were received by the Secretary, shown to the members
of the committee, and laid upon the table; but since they
were under the impression that no method could be obtained
for finding the longitude by the moon, they resolved the same
day, l\Iay 24th, that Mr. Harrison should receive the promised
premium.
Since this was clone, I have heard that several learned astronomers have tested this method, and are now engaged in
constructing ephemerides in order· to bring it into use, which
may be done once, twice, or three times each night, when the
moon together with the stars is visible; and as soon as these
ephemerides are constructed, the correctness of the method
will appear.
With respect to the certainty or possibility of finding the
longitude of places at sea by means of the above-mentioned
clock, which was approved by the Committee in London, time
will perhaps determine and settle this, for Holland, France,
and Spain will, with their own masters, make an independent
trial of this clock, on voyages undertaken to the East Indies.
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, September 10, 1766.

B.
SWEDENBORG TO DR. CARL JESPER BENZELIUS.* 99

Most honoured and dear Brother,
Eight clays ago I safely returned from London,
and I shall be glad to hear that you enjoy good health.
I enclose you a "New Method of finding the Eastern and

* This letter is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linkoping, among
the letters of Bishop Carl J esper Benzelius.
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"\Vestern Longitude," with the copy of a letter* addressed
to the Royal Academy of Sciences here in Stockholm. Yon
will please hand the printed document together with the
copy of the letter to the Professor of Astronomy in your umversity. t
I would have adtlressed the documents directly
to him, but I do not know his name, wherefore I send them
to you that you may hand them to him.
I remain, in faithful friendship, most honoured and dear
brother,
Your most obedient servant,
EMAN. SwEDENBORG.

Stockholm, September 16, 1766.

c.
LETTER OF PROFESSOR 'NILS SCIIESJIARK 149 TO EJIANUEL SWEDENBORG.~

"\Vell-born Assessor,
I had the honour to receive from Professor
Doctor Eenzelius your llletlwdus nova inveniewli longitudines
locorwn terra ?Jza'rique ]Jer Lwwm, and he desired that I
should express my thoughts to you on the subject.
I have had an opportunity of becoming acquainted somewhat with your learned works, and they have awakened in
me a respect for their author. I therefore consider it my
duty on so important a subject as the determination of the
longitude to communicate to you, at your request, the exceptions I take to it. I hope you will not take it amiss, if
I express to you the clifii.culties which, upon reading your
method, have presented themselves to my mincl.
The method of finding the longitude of places by means
of the moon consists principally iu finding for a given time
atHl place the apparent, and afterwards the true, position of
the moon. As soon as I know the true position of the moon

*A

copy of the preceding letter, our Document 203, A.
Professor :Kils Schenmark,tH who acknowledged the receipt of the
documents in the following letter.
This letter is prer;erved among the Swedenborg 1\ISS. in the Library
of the Academy of Bcieuces iu Stockholm.

t

*
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and likewise the time of the place where I am, the astronomical tables must tell me what time it is at the same momeut
in the various meridians for which the talJles have been computell. \V e thus become acquainted with the difference of
time and consequently of the meri~lians. \Y e all agree in this
main principle; but the question now is, in the first place,
how shall I find the apparent position of the moon at a given
time upon the sea, and how shall I afterwards discover its
true position.
These questions you are accordingly pleased to answer
thus, "The time when the moon comes into line with the
above-mentioned stars is observed; and from this observation
the apparent, and afterwards the true, position of the moon
will appear." In considering the method of finding the apparent place of the moon by such an observation, i. e. when
two fixed stars are in the same degree of longitude, in the
first place, one insurmountable difficulty occurs to me. For
suppose E L to be the ecliptic, Q its pole, Z the zenith, s
and t two "fixed stars in the same longitude, and consequently in the same largest circle Q s t," I am indeed able to
•
know that the apparent longi~~
tUtle of the moon is at a, which
s,~/{ ' \ \~
/L
is the same as that of the stars;
1
/
\
but if the latitude of the moo11,
I
'
' 1
,
or }) a is uukilO\Yn, most una :,, t
doubteclly no "apparent place of
L
f
\b
\
the moon" will result "without
------ ~ any observation of the altitude,"
EH
1
K
as is said on p. 4, for tl1e apparent place qf the moon is determined coJ<_jointly by tlw apparent longitude and latitude.
\Vith regard to the first argument on p. 4, I have the
honour to observe, that the moon's distance » b taken in the
vertical circle Z :» I, fi:om the point b, \Yhere the moonls
vertical meets the ecliptic, can never be called the parallax of
altitude, except in the sense that the moon has no true latitude;
wherefore b a also cannot be called the parallax of longitude.
I have myself tried to resolve these difticulties (where I
was aided by the printed figures, in which, however, I found

/ l

l
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the moon always a little below the ecliptic) by supposing the
moon's distance below the point where the moon's vertical
circle meets the ecliptic, to be the same in magnitude as the
moon's parallax; or what is the same thing, that when the
moon is observed, it has apparently the same longitude as
the fixed stars s and t, although it has no true latitude. If
this is so, although it is not expressly stated by you, it may
yet be concluded from it that J) u in the printed figures is
always taken for the parallax of altitude; in which case I am
quite willing to admit that the method is so far correct, unless the refraction causes some difference, which, whenever
the stars and the moon are at unequal heights above the
horizon, disturbs their relative positions; but of this no mention is made in the method.
.New difficulties, however, arise here of a different kinll
which are no less important: fiyst, how can I be assured
that the moon at the time when it is obsened at sea is
really in the ecliptic, or that the true place of the moon has
no latitude; secondly, as this happens but very rarely, it
follows that seamen can make usc of this method only very
seldom, in case information can be obtained respecting what
I mention in my first. But, suppose, I have information on
this subject, in that case I already know what I desire to
know, and it cannot be taken for premises without begging
the question (prcmnissa sine petitione principii). Besides,
the astronomical tables are unable to furnish me with this
information ; for they tell me indeed the time under their
meridians when the moon has no latitude, but they do not
tell it to me under my meridian, which is unknown and in
question.
As my objections are the same in the second case when
the stars have both an unlike latitude and longitude as in
the first case, I must conclude here; while I ask for the
honour of remaining in the future with all due respect,
Your obedient servant,
N. Schenmark.149
Lund, l\Iarch 22, 1767.

38*

596

SfVEDENBORG AS A JJ:IAN OF SCiENCE.

[Doc. 203.

D.
SWEDENBORG'S REPLr TO PROFESSOR N. SCHENJ!.ARK.*

I received your kind letter containing some remarks on
the "1\Iethod of finding the lunar longitude," and I am glad
that you who are so well acquainted with the science of astronomy have been pleased to examine it. Among the objections
you make, the parallaxes of latitude seem to be the foremost;
as my thoughts, however, for a long time have been estranged
from this study, I am unable to enter into all the particulars
as I ought to. I, nevertheless, recollect from the time when
I was at work upon it, whieh is now nearly fifty years ago,
that this method is cireumstaneed alike with the eclipses lwue,
where in the eomputations, as well as in the dates transferred from the ephemerides for the meridian of eaeh, only
sueh parallaxes of longitucler ?] are observed in whieh there
are also parallaxes of latitude. As is the case with the
eclipses lunce, it is also the ease with this method; if it was
not so, it would be vain to seek for any method of finding
the longitude by means of the stars and the moon; even
as the researeh of astronomers for the last two hundred
years, and also at the present time, has been vain. You ean
easily see, that if it is possible to obtain the longitude by
means of the moon and the stars, this is the only [mode Ly
whieh it can he obtained]. 1\foreover, this method has the
advantage that it can be used every night that the moon
and the stars are visible; and as I find that you have in
such matters greater experience than others, I suppose that
if you would make some experiments in accordance with the
rules which I have given, you would find the computations
for the several stars become gradually easier and easier.
Among those who have from times immemorial been engaged
upon this problem, there are some who have not found the
proper method of computation; and if they do find it, which
of the learned astronomers institute practical ephemerides?

* The first draught of this letter with parts l'epeah~~ny crosseJ out and
re-written is among the Swedenborg l\ISS. in the LilJrary of the Acat1emy
of Sciences in Stockholm.
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But if they institute them for from twenty to thirty pairs of
stars, and for each month in the year, aiHl for three or four
years, and if then application be made to the problem before
us, this method will certainly meet with their approval.
In the "Upsal Acts" for the years 17~3 and 17~4 is contained a practical observation of the then Professor of Astronomy at Lund, which was made in accordance with the
method as it was then stated. His expression in the "Acts"
is, that the method is practicable, though very diflicult. The
difficulty, however, arose from the fact that the practical
rules were not given as in the last publication.
You say something about the time at sea. Experienced
seamen have an instrument with which they make very exact
observations of the sun, at twelve o'clock noon; anfl hy these
observations they set their clocks, which may be done every
day when the sun shows itself.
The method itself was published by me in 1721 ; but then
it was not communicated to any Society, nor were any
practical rules given, which depend upon ephemerides; it
could not be used, therefore, by sea-faring men; for its case
was exactly like the ohservation of a lunar eclipse, which
was not computed for a certain definite meridian.

NOTE 1.

REV. THO:JlAS HARTLEY. A.M.
The Rev. Thomas Hartley, a friend of Swedenhorg's, and one of
the first receivers of his doctrines, was a clergyman of the Church
of England, and Rector of \\~iuwick, N orthamptonshire. He was the
author of a volume of sermons, and of seveml other works. In the
year 1770 he translated, aud published, in quarto, the treatise on
the Intercourse between the Soul and the Borly, under the title of
A Theosophic Lucubration on the Nature of Influx, as it respects
the Communication an(l Operation of Soul and Body; to which he
prefixed au excellent preface. In 1778 there appeared, under his
superintendence, the first English translation of Heaven and Hell,
raspectiug which we find it stated in the J.llemoir of TV. Cook1f'orflty,
of Plymouth, by his grandson, that "he [Cookworthy] translated the
treatise on Heaven and Hell, under the revision of Thomas Hartley,
Hector of \Vinwick, in Northmnptonshire,"-wheuce it appears that
:Mr. Hartley revised the translation, and wrote the Preface which
has been so much and deservedly admired. He departed this life
on December lOth, 1784, aged 77, having been most highly esteemed
and respected by a large cit'cle. Among others he was on terms of
f1·iendship with Samuel Scott, of Hertford, a distinguished member
of the Society of Fl'iends, who in his Diary of some religious exercises and experience, published in 180,V, speaks of lHr. Hartley in
the following terms:
"Eleventh month, 22, 1780.-I was visited hy my friend Thomas
Hartley, who was just settiug out for East 1\Ialling; pe1·adventure,
\', e rnuy never more meet in mutalJility; a final adieu, iu respect to
time, may have this day been taken."
"Fifth month, 22, 1782.-At dinner we were unexpecte11ly visited
by OUl' ancient friend Thomas Hartley; probably the last time: he
appearing to be much emaciated, and his countenance languid and
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meagre: hut attended with a fresh and liwly sense of vital and experimental religion. Retiring with him from some company who
were present, he expressed himself, in much tenderness of spirit, to
the following effect: •O my dear friend! I have lately passed through
many fiery trials and deep baptisms, such as I had newr before
fully experienced: all the secret and concealed sins of my former life,
ewn many which had passed unnoticed, have been brought to light
and set in order before me. I hase been laid more low than ever,
before the throne; and so humbled in a sense of m~T own nothingness, that I could stoop e\en to the meanest of my fellow-creatures.
B:lt I hope these se\ere dispensations have been for my further
p n·ification, and meetness for that rest and glory, which will be the
fruition of sanctified spirits to all eternit~T·' In the year 1116, I was
introduced to a personal acquaintance with him, by a worthy minister
in our mn1 Society, and esteem the same one of the blessings of
my advanced ~years, for which I am accountable to the author of
every good gift. He lived some years in the neighbourhood of Hertford, and left a sweet savour behind him, both among rich and poor.
It was my lot to differ much from him in my natural disposition,
and also in some points to which he was much attached; but he
sougl!t not so much to promote the sentimental part of religion, as
the life of righteousness, and the experimental knowledge of the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ; which crucifies the corrupt propensities
of fallen nature, and produces the fruits of the spirit, which are love,
peace. and joy in the Holy Ghost!"
·•Eighth Jlonth, 25, 1783.-I received a letter from our dear and
worthy friend, Thomas Hartley; who, although aged and infirm,
appears to retain a fresh and lively sense of that true and experimental religion, which consists not in the letter, but the spirit, and
that circumcision which is inward."
"Twelfth Jionth, 20, 118-!.-This day I was informed of the decease
of my dear and worthy friend Thomas Hartley, who departed this
life the lOth instant. I had been personally acquainted with him
for more than nine years: we were very dissimilar in our natural
dispositions, and in our sentiments respecting various points; in
others we were firmly united; our union being more in the spirit,
than the letter; the inward than the outward. He was a man of
unaffected piety, great sincerity, and exquisite sensibility; deeply
suffering under a sense of his own defects in particular, and of the
depravity of fallen nature in general; following a crucified Saviom in
the regeneration, according to his measm·e: there is abundant cause
for a comfortable hope, that he now rests from his labours, 'where
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.'"

DR. JIESSITER.
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The following epitaph, designed for Mr. Hartley, and descriptive of
his character, was drawn up hy a friend about the time of his decease:
(See "Aurora," Vol. II, 1800, p. 351) "Xear this stone lies iuterrerl
the body of the Rev. 'l'homas Hartley, who departe<l this life on
the lith of December, 1784, aged 77 years. His universal charity
and benevolence of principle to all mankind led him to esteem every
virtuous man as his brother aiHl friend, aud to lJear the greatest
respect and teuderness towards them, although of differeut estahlisllments and sentiments from his own; ever reganliug an advanced
degree of vital religion and integrity, formed in the soul, and manifested in corresponding actions, as the smn of all profession, aud
sign of true faith. His siucere love for real truth le<l him from his
early years to seek it in its most genuine and pure forms; in which
researches, and the study and publication of writings that brought
the strongest c01wictions to the mind of the excellency of Christianity, and certainty of a future state, he spent mauy years, and the
latter part of his life manifesting in his own conduct, that of the
sincere and truly pious divine, as well as of the learned and enlightened philosopher.

"Yade et fac similiter/'

NOTE 2.

DR. MESSITER.
Dr. Messiter, an "eminent physician at his time," who lived at
Broom House, Fulham, l\liddlesex; he was a friend of Emanuel
Swedenhorg and of the Rev. '1'. Hartley. According to Dr. Spence in
his "Essays in Divinity and Physic," &c. (London, 1792), he attended
Swedenhorg professionally during his last illness. Mr. A. F. NordenskOld, in a letter to Dr. Immanuel 'rafel (1\Iay 2, 1822), says that
Dr. l\[essiter lived in the country, in the neighbourhood of London;
that he [A. F. Nonlemkold] had made his acquaintance, hut that
the Doctor died soon afterwards. l\f r. Hartley describes him in
the preface to his translation of Swedenhorg's "Intercourse," &c.,
as "a gentleman of a learned profession aml of extensive intellectual
ahilities." Swedenhorg himself seems to have esteemed l1im very
highly, as he asked him to write in his name to the professors of
divinity in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, and to }Jreseut them
with several of his theological works.
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NOTE 3.

CHARLES XII.
The famous Charles XII of Sweden, was born in 1682, and
ascended the throne in 1697. He defeated Peter the Great at Narwa
in 1700; conquered Poland in 1703; and finally concluded peace
with Augustus, King of Poland and Saxony, in 1706. He was,
however, himself defeated by Peter the Great, near Pultawa, in 1709;
and had to take refuge in Turkey. In 1113 he was made prisoner
hy the Porte, but the next year he escaped, and arrived before
Stralsund in the month of November. This fortress he defended
against the Danes, Saxons, Prussians, and Russians, but \vas forced
to surrender on the 23rd of December, 1715. He then crossed over
to Lund in Scania, and invaded Norway. \Vhile besieging Fredericshall, he was killed on Nov. 30, 1718. Charles was characterised by
undaunted courage and an iron will: lmt his firmness degenerated
into obstinacy which sometimes bordered on insanity. At his death,
Sweden lay prostrate and bleeding; and after a centmy the wounds
she had receiwd during his reign were not entirely healed. On the
other hand he entertained great plans for developing the industry
and resources of his country, and under his administration the Gota
canal was commenced. He was besides a patron of the arts and
sciences, and was especially fond of mathematics and mechanics. In
1716, Swedenborg was introduced to him by Polhem, when he at
once became an object of his favour, and was appointed an assessor
extraordinary in the College of l\Iines. After the death of Charles,
the royal power in Sweden was greatly diminished and that of the
nobles was proportionately increased.
It will no doubt be interesting to our readers to hear Swedenborg's account of Charles in the other life, where his true internal
nature became manifest. He speaks of him in as many as thirty
different places in his "Spiritual Diary," from which we collect the
following information:
"1'here was a certain spirit, who had been one of the most obstinate of mortals on this earth [Charles XII]. So obstinate was he,
that he would never desist from his purpose; but, would remain in
it, even though he should suffer the most cruel death, or indnre the
most terrible hell-to1:ments. \Vhen he had made up his mind to do
an evil, he was able to confirm his headstrong opinion by such
arguments as might make it appear as if he acted from a motive
not in itself >vrong. Eor instance, when during his life in the world
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he, by obeying Gortz, ruined his country and all in it, he said he
desired the good of his country, was unwilling to see, that such was
not the case, and with the greatest obstiuacy persisted in the
determination he had once taken; indeed, he never desisted until he
was reduced to such straits that there was no other help-yet even
then he believed that it was all for the glory of his country.': (No. 47 41.)
"Charles XII was a striking example of those who are inwardly
in the love of self, and outwardly civil and modest. Inwardly he
was one of the haughtiest of men, and he aspired to the greatest
name not only in his own couutry, but in the whole world, over
which he desired to rule; he even in a certain measure believed
himself to be interiorly a god. He could think more interiorly than
any other man ; under all circumstances and in every danger his
interior thoughts were remarkably clear. He saw all particular
things around himself at a single glance, and he collected these
things interiorly and drew his conclusions correctly. He was unwilling, however, that any one should know this; he outwardly feigned
what he inwardly did not tlunk, and was indignant if any one said that
he [the KiugJ had a clear inward perception. This he considered to 1Je
regal and accustomed himself to do so constantly. This was his interior
life; and in it he thought of Ius own dominion over all, both in
things general and particular, and also that this was a divine way
of acting: interiorly in that life he did not believe in the existence
of God, except in men, and in hirnself in particular. He thus set
no value on religion; praised l\Iahometanism above Christianity,
which he said was only for the simple; he was also desirous of introducing a natural religion, adapted to the comprehension of all men who
believe only in nature. He made royalty to consist in obstinacy even to
death. He was interiorly pitiless and cruel, caring nothing for human life.
He was ahle to inveut excuses which could not Le contradicted, and
Lecause these were from his internal thought, he was in the persuasion that the matter was as he had stated and thus right. K o
one knew of all this in the world, except some by coujectme.* He
lied and feigned justice and truth more perfectly than any other
man." (.Xo. 4748).
"It was obserYed that in the faculty of perception Charles XII
was pre-eminent; for when he was in interior thought, he was able
at a single glance to read the thoughts of a hundred persons, and
see how far they could he made to serYe the end he had in view,
which was dominion; he could also see in what way he could make

* See Document 199, "3wedenborg's Letter to Dr. Xordberg re~pecting Charles XII," from
which it appears that Swedenhorg himself wa~ one of those who in the world had formed
the opinion, that Charles XII possessed clear internal thought.
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use of them: tlus quality he employed for his own purpose!"."
(No. 4751.)
"Charles XII was present with me for some time; at first as he
had been in his external form, which continued for a whole year.
During this time he acted with becoming moderation, although the
abonlinations which lay concealed occasionally burst forth. Afterwards he was let into his interior state in wluch he had been in
the world; he then thought interiorly in lumself, which could not be
observed in the world by any one, and which he was unwilling that
any one should observe. It was also discovered that [during his life
upon earth] he had for years been conversing with spirits; the nature
of this conversation, what was spoken, and how he had replied, was
shown for some time; that then he was not only instructed concelning the Lord, and the things of the Church, hut Vi·as also frequently
admonished, nay chastised; that he was exhorted to return home,
and make peace : but this he 'vas unwilling to do. His one constant wish was, to become the greatest of all, and when this was
denied him, he resolved to destroy the name of the Lord by atheistic
doctrines. At that time also he began to love from his heart such
persons as atheists, and he took measures to have such men at hand,
when he would annihilate religion. At that time also he rushed into
wicked acts, that must not be named .... and yet he concealed them
all under hls exterior form and appearance." (No. 4763.)
"Several transactions between myself [Swedenborg] and Charles XII
were exanunecl, from which it appeared manifestly that the Lord's
Providence extends to the minutest particulars, and that all that
happens during life and after death is foreseen and provided for.
It clearly appeared from this exanlination that unless the state of
Charles had been changed from a favourable into an angry one,
some one [Swedenborg] would most undoubtedly have perished."
(No. 4704.)
Fmther particulars respecting the state of Charles in the other
life may be found in the following numbers: 3005, 4351, 47 42, 4743,
4745, 4750, 4752, 4768, 4823, 4857, 4873, 4884, 4892, 4900, 4901,
4910, 4934, 5011, 6010, 6013, 6015, 6018, 6019, 6020, 6028, 6034,
6047, 6087, and Appendix 1 to "Spiritual Diary," p. 76.
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NOTE 4.

QUEEN ULRICA ELEONORA AND KIXG FREDERIC.
Ulrica Eleonora, a younger sister of Charles XII, and seco])(l
daughter of Charles XI, was born in HiSS, and in 1715 was married
to Frederic, the Crown-prince of Hesse-Cassel, who was born in
1Gi6. Her elder sister, Hedvig Sophia, who died in 1708, was married
to Duke Frederic IY of Schleswig-Holstein-Gottorp, and left a son,
Charles Frederic. After the death of Charles XII, on Nov. 30, 1718,
Prince Frederic, who ,~·as then in the camp, immediately proclaimed his
\Yife queen of Sweden, without regarding the claims of her sister's son,
Charles Frederic. In order to have her appointment as Queen of Sweden
ratified by the Cabinet and the Diet, Ulrica Eleonora was ohligecl to
renouuce some of the most essential rights of the crown, among which
was that of levying war without the concurrence of the people, or
rather of the House of Nobles and the Council of State, into whose
hands most of this power passed. By the wish of the <{ueen her
husband Frederic was in 1720 acknowle<lged hy the Diet as the
reigning King of Sweden. Among the most vigorous opponents in
the Diet to the curtailment of the royal power was Bishop Swedberg;
he argued that "we ought to be very careful not to tie the hands of
royalty so much, that one day it will break these bonds, and reestablish a despotism;" an opinion, the soundness of which was
proved by the revolution in 1772, when Gustavus Ill regained most
of the power that had been "Tested from the king hy the nohles.
lt was not on account of the Bishop's devotion to the cause of royalty
that his children were ennolJled lJy Ulrica Eleonora in 1719, hut
hecause the t-tueen, when a princess, had entertained great reverence
and esteem for the intrepid Bishop. Owing to the great diminution
of the royal power, neither Ulrica Eleonora, who died in li·H, nor
her huslJan<l Frederic, who died in 1751, had much opportunity of
distinguishing themselves as sovereigns of Sweden. Indeed they were
upbraided for takiug too little iute'rest in the affairs of the state,
among others by Hislwp Swedherg, who told the King tlwt his people
did not like his so sel<lom atten<liug the Council of State; to which
the Kiug rephed that this was uot to he womlered at~ since he "had
there sixfeeu preceptors." ln her younger days, while Charles XII
was impnsoned in Turkey in 1713, Ulrica Eleonora had seized the
reins of govemment, and assemhled the l>iet in order to follow a
more peaceful policy; lmt for this arrogation of power she was
se,·erely reprinw.mled Ly her brother 011 his retum. Once more in
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1731, when Frederic went to Germany to take possession of the
Landgraviate of Hesse-Cassel, of which he was heir, Ulrica Eleonora
took a personal interest in the affairs of state. And whatever may
have been the faults of the Queen and her husband, it cannot 1e
denied that during their long reign of thirty- two years, Sweden
enjoyed rest, which was only interrupted l>y a short war with Russia
between 17 41 and 17 43.
Of illrica Eleonora, whom most of her subjects looked upon as a
bigot, Swedenborg gives the following account in the "Spiritual Diary:"
"Early in the morning, August 15, 1761, there appeared to me an elegant
carriage, in which there was a man magnificently attired; soon came a
virgin of a common appearance, like a servant, with some spun threads
in her hand: it was Ulrica Eleonora in that condition, who did not
then know whence and who she was. As the carriage passed hy, the
man called to her to step into it, which she was mnvilling to do;
hut after some coaxing she complied. 'rhe man was from some duchy
in Germany; he had died when young, and like her had studied the
"'\Y ord, and was fond of the knowledge of spiritual truth. Thus
these two drove away through several societies, and put on states
suitable to them; they also put on companionable or connubial states,
and were conveyed thence to a magnificent palace." (No. 6009.)
'l'he state of King Frederic, her former husband, according to
Swedenborg, was quite different. He says respecting him, in the
·'Smaller Diary" (p. 47): "King Frederic was with me on the fifteenth
clay after his decease [he died April 5, new style, 1751 ], and he
heard on the same day that he was being buried; he also saw and
heard a few things, as the ringing of the hells. He cmwersed with
me for several hours, and wondered that, although dead, he should
see and hear these things; he rejoiced that he still lived." His
character during his life in the body is described at p. 54 as having been unchaste and voluptuous, so that he was unwilling to
perform any use whatever, except for himself, and to promote his
impure and voluptuous designs. He was at the same time a dissembler and hypocrite. Additional particulm·s respecting his state
in the other life are contained in the "Smaller Diary," pp. 70 and 73;
and in the "Larger Diary," Vol. III, No. 5799.
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KOTE 5.

S\,TEDEXBORG'S SISTERS AXD THEIR HUSBASDS.
The four sisters of whom Swedeuborg speaks in Document 2, are

Anna, who was married in 1703 to Arcl1bishop Ericus Benzelius
(see Xote 6, and Document 9, p. 88).

B.
HcdYig, married in 1714 to Lars Benzelstierna, Councillor of
Mines (see Note 8, and Document 9, p. 90).

c.
Catharina, wLo was married to J. Unge, Dean of Lidkoping.
Her husband was a great favourite with Bishop Swedberg, :whose
curate he was for some time. The Bishop said of him to (~ueen
Ulrica Eleonora, 4 that he was "a learned and able man, and had
travelled much;" he was promoted by the Queen to the pastorate of
"\\y [mga, and afterwards to the deauery of Lidkoping. He had nine
children (see Document 9, p. 91).
Swedenborg says of him in
Document 82, "Brother Unge does not keep his hands from any
one; at least he has estranged from me my dear father's and mother's
affections for the last four years." Nevertheless, they were afterwards
on good terms, as appears from several letters that Dean Unge subsequently addressed to Swedenborg (see Documents 107, 111, 114, 116,
120, 121).

D.
Margaretha, who was married to Captain Lundstedt (see Document 9,
'!'able XIV, p. 95; also Document 111).

NOTE 6.

ERICUS BENZELIUS THE YOUNGER.
Dr. Ericus Bcnzelius, son of Archbishop Ericus Benzelius the elder,
was Lorn .January 27, Hi75, and married Anna Swedenhorg, the elclest daughter of Bishop Swedl>erg, in 1703. He was at first librarian,
and afterwards professor of theology at Upsal. In the year 1726
he became Bishop of Uotteuburg, aml in 1701 of Linkoping; in the
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year 1742 he was appointed Archbishop of Upsal, but died in 1743
before entering upon the duties of the office. He was one of the
founders of the Scientific Society of Upsal, and was a member of
the Royal Society of Stockholm, of which he was president in
17 43. He was one of the most learned men in Sweden, and kept up
a very extensive correspondence with men of learning abroad. His
correspondence fills eighteen folio volumes, and is preserved in the
Cathedral-Library of Linkoping. This collection also contains the
letters he had received from his brother-in-law, Emanuel Swedenborg,
with whom he was on terms of great intimacy, and for whom he
entertained sentiments of the greatest respect and esteem. Sweden·
borg himself looked up to Ericus Benzelius as to his second father.
In 1710 he wrote to him, "l not only love you more than my own
brothers, but I even love and revere you as my father," (see
Document 39.) The nature of the affection and respect 'vhich his
brother-in-law felt for Sweclenborg appears best, however, from the
fact, that he preserved no less than fifty of the letters he received
from Swedenborg between 1709 and 1726. These letters are among
the most valuable documents that have been preserved to us respecting
Swedenborg's earlier years, and his admirers owe a large clebt of
gratitude to the Archbishop for having saved them fi·om destruction.
Of his departed kinsman Swedenborg gives us in the "Spiritual
Diary," No. 4749, the following account: "Er[icus] Benz[elius] was
outwardly proud, yet inwardly he was good. In the world he had
preferred himself to others, and despised them in comparison, 'vith
the exception of one who excelled him in memory, in which he
placed all learning and wisdom. His· ecclesiastical learning was of
the memory, nothing being from himself, and because this was the
case, he was not allowed to contaminate his internal therewith. At
first he suffered severely in the other life. Around his brain there
appeared as it were a bony callosity, which was sometimes broken,
causing great 1)ain, and he was by tllis means brought into his
interior state which was good; he was then like a child, and was
instructed by the angels in a mam1er accommodated to llim." See
also Nos. 4787, 5702, 6016.
There is another Ericus Benzelius mentioned in the "Diary,"
who was interiorly wicked; tllis appears to he Ericus Benzelius the
elder, or the father of the foregoing; to him apply Nos. 4552, 4757,
4851, 5074, 5148, 5722, 5751, 5885, 6034, 6036.

JACOBUS ASD IfESRIClJS BESZELIUS.

GOD

:NOTE 7.

JACORFS AND HENRICUS BEXZELIUS.
J acohus and Henricus Benzelius, younger brothers of Ericus
Benzelius the younger.

A.
Jacohus Benzelius was born in 1683, became pastor of Nas in
1709, professor of theology at Lund in 1718, doctor of theology in
11~5, Bishop of Gottenhurg in 1731, and Archbishop of Upsal after
the death of his brother Ericus in 1744. In his archiepiscopal capacity
he married the Crown-prince Adolphus Frederic to the Princess Louisa
Ulrica; and in 17 46 baptised Prince Gustavus, afterwards Gustavus III.
He died in 1747 in Stockholm, during the session of the Diet.
Concerning him Sweclenborg says in the "Smaller Diary," p. 49, "As
long as he was in the world he was esteemed on account of his
erudition, nor was his real quality kno"'"ll to any one. But in the
other life it appeared after some time that, he was crafty. He was
for a time among those who are of this character, and had often to
bear grievous things, and to suffer severe punishments." At p. 64 he
describes how Jacob Benzelius desired to infest and persecute him,
(see also pp. 65, 67, 72.) His intense love of ruling is described in
the "Larger Diary," Nos. 5004, 5006, 5074; and his vindictive spirit
in No. 5897; (see also Nos. 5896, 6028, 6033, 6034.) He desired
to receive the truths of faith in the other life, hut could not on
account of the falsities of evil in his mind, which could not be
removed (see No. 6044).

B.
Henricus Benzelius was born in 1689. He undertook a long
jouruey ahroad from 1712 to 1718 (see Document 45); became
professor of philosophy at Lund in 1719, and first professor of
theology in 1738. In 1740, he was made Bishop of Lund; and in
17 47, he succeeded his brother J acolms as Archbishop of Upsal. He
died in 1758. Swedenhorg reports concerning him in the "Diary,"
:No. 6072, "l learned hy experience that idleness is the devil's pillow;
that it is like a sponge which attracts impure water of various
kinds .... rrhis appeared from Henr. Benzelius; he loved idleness,
and contracted very many evils from its delight; he suffered himself
also to be led by the delights of these evils, and thus hy the spirits
which were in them.
39
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NOTE 8.
L~-\RS BE~ZELSTIER"NA.

Lars Benzelstierna, son of Archbishop Ericus the elder, and
brother of the Benzelii mentioned in Notes 6 and 7. He marned
Hedvig, a younger sister of Emanuel Swedenborg (see Note 5 B). In
1719 he was ennobled, when his name Benzelius was changed to
Benzelstierna. He was a fellow-assessor of Em. Swedenborg's in the
College of Mines from 1722 to 17 44, when he received the appointment .
of Councillor of l\Iines. In 1747, he became the governor of a province
[landshofding]. He was a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences
in 1740, and its president in 1741. He died in 1755. The Swedish
Biograpltical Dictionary (Vol. 2, p. 113) says of him, "He was not
distinguished by any great quality, but he possessed in an even degree
many good qualities." As he was one of his fellow-assessors in the
College of :l\[ines, Swedenborg saw a good deal of him, hut does not
seem to have had any great liking for him. In Document 82, he
complains of his being "somewhat unpleasant" towards him. After
the decease of Bishop Swedberg's second ·wife, Sara Bergia, Lars
Benzelstierna and Sweden borg became joint owners of Starbo, 68 an
iron furnace in Dalecarlia, which had been her property. This
connexion seems to have been anything hut a pleasant one: for against
Lars Benzelstierna, we believe, Swedenborg made all those charges
which are found written in Swedish on the last page of the original
manuscript of the "Spiritual Diary," and which has been printed by
the editor of "Swedenborg's Drommar," on p. 72 of that work.
Swedenborg simply gives there the initial B., and the editor of the
"Drommar" suggests E. before it; but by referring to the "Spiritual
Diary," No. 5134, it is very evident that the initials are L. B. or
Lars Benzelstierna: for the general charges there made against L. B.
are the same as the particular charges made against B., in the passage
mentioned; and he is there charged with nothing less than having
made various attempts on S·wedenborg's life. Swedenborg also accuses
him of having been at the bottom of the difficulty which he had
with his aunt Brita Behm50 (see Document 132), and \vith Councillor
Nordencrantz133 (see Documents 182 to 193). Another accusation which
he brings against him is, that he acted unfairly and unjustly in the
division of his father's estate, as is proved by Swedenhorg's brother
J esper in Document 126. In the "Spiritual Diary," No. 5702 he
makes the following statement respecting him: "Lars Benzel belonged
to those who are accounted by the world as learned, nay as mora
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eminently leamed, because they can converse rationally from the memory
when yet they speak nothing from themselves, but from others; the
interiors of the mind with such are altogether closed, and obscurity
and darkness prevail there instead of light." In No. 5883 he says,
"Lars Benzelstiema was able by the mere sound of his voice to draw
whole squadrons and companies to his side, and by conjunction with
them to do evil to any one he chose. He said nothing else than,
'do it to please me' (Gjor mig til willjes), without adding any other
reason. It appeared thence, how many there are who attend to the
mere sound of the voice, and uot at all to reason, and how easily
they may be betrayed by hell." In No. 4856 he makes this statement: "Lars Benzelstierna, from an innate hatred, persecuted all who
were not his friends; he acted tmjustly to please a ti·iend, and had
no respect for justice and equity, being influenced altogether by the
feeling of personal friendship." See also Nos. 4851, 4858, 5052,
5065, 5898, 6028. 'fhe name of Lars Benzelstierna occurs frec1uently
in connection with that of Swedenhorg throughout these documents.
'ro him Swedenborg addre!'sed Document 99; and by him were written Documents 124 and 125.
NOTE9.

Dr. Petrus Filenius, Bishop of Linkoping, married, in 17 40,
Ulrica Benzelstierna, youngest daughter of Archbishop Ericus Benzelius'
i.he younger and of Anna ~wedenborg. This bishop, while professing
friendship for s,\'·edenborg, advised the confiscation of his hooks,
which he had promised to use his influence to have released from the
custom-house. "For him Sweclenborg entertained afterwards great
contempt, calling him .Judas Iscariot, who betrayed his frieml with a
kiss." (See Document 5, § 47.)

NO'l'E 10.

BISHOP LARS BEN7.ELSTIERNA.
Dr. Lars Benzelstierua, son of Lars Beuzebtierna (see ~ ote 8)
and Hedvig Sweclenhorg. He was horn in 1719; became Professor
of Greek at U psal in 17 4(), and Bishop of \Vest eras in 175n, which
office he filled till the time of his death in 1800. Bishop Renzelstierna was altogether different from Bishop Filenius (Note 9), and
entertained a friendly disposition towards Swedenhorg and his
doctrines. Swedenborg wrote concerni11g him to Count Hopken in
39*
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1769, :.cBishop Benzelstierna is in my estimation a rational man even
in theology, and does not accept irrational doctrines in obedience
to faith." For further particulars respecting him, see Document 9, C,
Table III, No. 3, p. 90.
NOTE 11.

ADOLPHUS FREDERIC AND LOUISA ULRICA.
Adolphus Frederic, Duke of Holstein-Gottorp, born May 14, 1710,
was elected Crown-prince of Sweden in 1743. He ascended the throne
in 1751, and died in 1771. During his reign the royal power in
Sweden was still further limited than it had been under that of
his predecessor. He is described as an intelligent, well-inclined
sovereign, of a quiet, phlegmatic temperament, and willing to submit
to the limitations imposed upon him by the Swedish Diet. His
wife, a sister of Frederic II, was more ambitious, 1 and by her
influence a party was formed whose object it was to break the power
of the nobility. Their plot was discovered in 1756, and the leaders
of the conspiracy, among whom were Count Eric Brahe137 and Baron
Jacob Horn/38 were executed. For further particulars see the argument
annexed to Document 196. Adolphus Frederic seems to have been
personally very kind to Sweden borg, as appears fi·om Document 2, p. 8,
and Document 6, No. 37. Louisa Ulrica, the heroine of one of the
incidents related to prove Sweclenborg's intercourse with the spiritual
world,* was born July 24, 1720. Her brother, Frederic II, declared
her to be the ornament of the family. She was of a masculine
understanding, was remarkably eloquent, and had great force of
character. She was a great patron of the arts and sciences; founded
by her 'private means the Academy of Belles Lethes and History
in Stockholm; and established the library and the museum at
Drottningholm, and the museum in Stockholm. She exercised great
influence over her husband, and after his death attempted to exert
a similar influence over her son, Gustavus III, but unsuccessfully. In
consequence of this she very rarely appeared afterwards at Court.
She died in 1782.
NOTE 12.

GUSTAVUS III.
Gustavus ill, to whom Swedenborg refers in Document 2, as "the
Crown-Prince" at whose table he had the honour of dining, ascended

* See Document 6

1

§§ 461 53, and Document 6, § 25.

CliBISTOPHER POLHEJI.

613

the throne of Sweden on the death of his father, Adolphus Frederic,11
in 1771. In 1772 he headed a successful revolution, by which the
power ofthe Swedish nobility was broken, and an absolute monarchy was
re-established. He was assassinated in 1792 by Ankarstrom, or according to others by Ribbing, who acted in concert with a conspiracy
among the nobility.
NOTE 13.

SAMUEL SANDELS.
Samuel Sandels was the son of the Rev. l\Ir. Sandel, one of the
clergymen in the Sweetish colony near Philadelphia, in the United
States of America. He was born in 1724, and was intended by his
father for the ministry, but this he abandoned. He studied chemistry
and mineralogy, and entered the mining service of his country.
In Stockholm he lived at the house of Swedenhorg's brotherin-law, Lars Benzelstierna, the Counsellor of l\Iines (see Note 9).
Benzelstierna took a great interest in the young man, and through
his influence he was speedily promoted in the College of Mines. In
1754 he became secretary, in 1759 assessor, and in 17G2 counsellor
of mines, in which capacity he delivered his eulogium on Swedenborg,
our Document 4. In 1772 he was ennobled, when his name was changed
to Sandels. The Swedish Biogmphical Dictionary greatly extols
his private character, and speaks of him as a man of great practical
usefulness to his country, in other respects besides in his official employment in the College of l\Iines. He interested himself especially in
relieving the distress of the miners at Fahlun during the monetary
crisis between 1763 and 1769, and in promoting the construction of
canals. His son J ohan August was a field-marshal of Sweden,
who greatly distinguished himself in the war against Russia in 1808
and 1809, and afterwards in the war against Napoleon in Germany.
He became a baron, and afterwards a count.
NOTE 14.

CHRISTOPHER POLHEM.
Christopher Polhem, the "great Swedish Archimedes," as Swedenborg, in the preface to his Dcedalzts IIyperboreus, first styled him.
Before his elevation to the rank of nohility he was called Polhammer
or PiUhammar, but when he tliscovered, in 1716, that his ancestors
in Hungary were called von Polheim, he called himself for a short
time Polheimer. He was hom at \VisLy; in Gothland, where his
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father was a merchant. After his father's death he went to a brother
of his father's in Stockholm, where he attended school till his twelfth
year. After his uncle's death he was obliged he earn his own living,
which he did partly as clerk on an estate, and partly as tax-collector.
In his twenty-third year he succeeded amidst great difficulties in
mastering the rudiments of the Latin language, and in his twentyfifth year he became a student in the rniversity of Upsal. While
there he restored the wonderfnl cathedral clock, which showed the
motion of the sun and moon; he also constructed some machines for
raising ore from the mines. L1 1694 he made a journey abroad, and
constructed another wonderful clock, which the French court presented
to the Sultan. He was afterwards called by the Elector of Hanover
to the Hartz, to improve the machines for the use of the mines.
On his return to Sweden he was employed to establish at Stjernsund
in Dalecarlia, at the expense of the state, a mechanical institution,
with appliances for making machines of every kind. There Swedenborg first became his assistant in 1710. On returning to Sweden
in 1715, Sweden borg undertook to prepare for publication all Polhem's
inventions by describing and furnishing t.hem with algebraical and
geometrical demonstrations, which he did in his Drodalus Hyperboreus. In 1716, Polhem was ordered by Charles XII to build the
celebrated docks of Oarlscrona, where Swedenborg was his assistant;
and next year they commenced the construction of locks at Trolhatta and \Venersborg, and projected the famous Gota canal. In
1716, Charles XII made Polhem a councillor of commerce, and ennobled
him, on which occasion he assumed the name of Polhem. Polhems
letters to Swedenborg and Ericus Benzelius, which are printed in
Section III for the first time, (see Documents 38, 51, 52, 53, 56, 57,
63, 65, 66, 71 A and B, and 84,) our readers will peruse with great
interest. With no less interest will they read a document (No. 54), appended to Robsahm's memoirs (Document 5), from which it appears that
Swedenborg was engaged to be married to one of Polhem's daughters,
but that the engagement was broken off, because his love was not
reciprocated. Polhem died in 1751, at the advanced age of ninety
years. Swedenborg gives several interesting acounts of his former
preceptor and coadjutor in the other world. In the "Smaller Diary"
(p. 65) he says: "Polhem died on Monday [Aug. 31, 1751], and he
spoke with me on Thursday. \Vhen I attended his funeral, he saw
his coffin, and those who were present, likewise the whole procession,
and how he was laid in the grave, conversing with me meanwhile,
and asking me why they buried him when yet he was alive. Afterwards he asked why the priest said that he should rise at the last
judgment, when yet he had risen already: and he wondered that the
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he lief should prevail that he would rise at the last judgment, when yet
he was living already, and that the body should rise, when yet he
felt himself to be in a body; besides several other things." On p. 67
we read, "Some of those who come into the other life from the
Christian world are strongly persuacled that whatever they say
and think is true, even if it is against faith and against heaven* * *
such a one was Polhem, and he appeared like them, on accomit of
the confidence he had in his own kuowleclge and imaginatiou." In the
"Larger Diary," No. 4722, he says further respecting him: "As the
mechanician Polhem was in the life of the body continually intent upon
planning and constructing hoisting machines, as he had been more
successful in this department than any one else, and as his genius was
of this nature, he haLl in the life of the hody confirmed himself in
the helief that there was no God, that every thing was from nature,
that the living •principle in human beings and animals is something
mechanical, which is filled and thus formed hy the air according to
their nature and the laws of order, and that they are hence ahle to
live. He was. unwilling to know anything of the life after death,
of the internal man, of heaven ancl hell, of anything Divine besides
nature, and of Providence as being anything more than the blind chance
of nature; he had even confirmed himself against their existence.
As the imaginative power which he had in the hotly still continues
with him, he leams and gives instruction as to how various objects
may be created, such as birds, mice, cats, and even infants and
men; this he does by kneading anu shaping a certain mass ancl hy
means of the ideas of thought, and hence such objects appear:
for in the other world thought can represent such ohjects with any
one. It is, howeYer, only something aerial and nothing real which
thus appears. It 'vas shown him that all others could prouuce such
objects by their imagination anu phantasy, and that what he diu
was a mere matter of sport; yet he continues like some silly person
to form these anu similar new objects out of his mass. He was also
in a camera ouscura displaying his art, and he appeared him~elf in
it sitting upon some dead men's hones, which were in a coffin,
because his nature was such that he did not acknowledge the living
but the <lead." See also Nos. 4729, 5059, 5837, 6025, 6049, 6071.
NOTE 15.

LPD\YIG RUDOLPH, DUKE OF BRUNS\VICK.
Ludwig Rudolph, who is mentioneu in Document 4, p. 20, was
the second son of Anton Ulrich, Duke of Brunswick-\Volfenbiittel.
Un the ueath of his father in 1714, the uuchy was diviued between
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his two sons; the elder, Augustus William, succeeding his father as
Duke of Brunswick, and the younger Ludwig Rudolph, receiving
Blankenburg as an appanage~ When Swedenborg visited the Hartz
mountains in 1722, Ludwig Rudolph resided in Blankenburg, and
bore the title of Duke of Brunswick-Luneburg, by which Swedenborg
addressed him in the dedication of his .Ll[iscellanea Observata, Part IV,
which was published the same year at Schiffbeck, near Hamburg.
In 1731, Ludwig Rudolph succeeded his brother, Augustus William,
as reigning Duke of Brunswick-W olfenbii.ttel; in which character he
was visited again by Swedenborg in 1734, who dedicated to him
the first volume of the Opera Pkilosophica et ltiineralia, which he
then published. Ludwig Rudolph died in 1735, the year following.
Swedenborg describes him in his dedication as a great patron of
the arts and sciences.
NOTE 16.

LINN.LEUS AND S\VEDENBORG.
Linmeus, or, as he was called after being ennobled, von Linne,
the great Swedish botanist and naturalist, to whom Sandels compares
Swedenborg in his Eulogium (see Document 4, p. 21), was a contemporary of Swedenborg, and he was related to him by marriage
(see notice of Morreus, in Note 66). Surprise has sometimes been expressed that there is no instance on record of these two men ever having
met, or taken any notice of each other's labours. But it must be borne
in mind that, when Linnreus first saw the light in 1707, Swedenborg
was nineteen years of age; and when Linnreus went to Upsal in 1728,
Ericus Benzelius had already removed to Gottenburg, after which
his brother-in-law had little occasion to visit Upsal. When, in
1734, Swedenborg brought out his great work Opera Philosophica
et ltfineralia, Linnreus was persecuted by a clique of Upsal professors,
and prevented from teaching at the University. In 1735, Linnreus undertook a journey to Germany, Holland, England, and
France, where he gained great renown by the publication of some
of his writings. \Vhen he returned home in 1738, Swedenborg was
abroad, publishing his CEconomia Regni Animalis; and after he
returned home in the latter part of 17 40, he was so much occupied
with the preparation of his Regnmn Animale, that he had little
ti~1e for cultivating the society of other men of learning. Moreover, early in 17 41, Linn reus removed from Stockholm to U psal, so
that there was actually only one year during which Linnreus and
Swedenborg lived in the same town. In 17 43 Swedenborg made
another journey abroad, in order to print his Regnwn1- Animale, and

CilRISTI.AS YO.V

H~OLF.

() 17

in 1745 the I..Jord nppeared to him, and introduced him as to his
spirit into the spiritual world. After this time Swedenhorg laid
aside all scientific labours, and devoted himself exclusively to his new
vocation; moreover, until 1759 he led a most retired life in ~weden,
aml it was not known to any one that he was the author of those theological works which appem·ed from time to time in London. Unless,
therefore, Linn~us, had evinced after 1760, an interest in spiritual subjects, and had visited Swedenborg of his own accord, there was little
probability of their meeting in this life. Swedenborg died in 1772, in
his eighty-fourth year, and ~innams in 1778, in hi::; seventy-first.

NOTE 17.

NILS CELSIUS.
Xils Celsius, horn in 1658, died 1\Iarch 21, 1724; he became
professor of mathematics at Upsal in 1719. He was the second of
the family of Celsius who occupied the chair of mathematics at Upsal;
his father l\Iagnus being the first, and his son Anders (see Note 144,)
the most celebrated of them, the third. As appears from Document 4, p. 21, and also from Document 101, Swedenborg was
invited by the Consistory of the University to become the successor
of Nils Celsius in 1724.
NOTE 18.

CHRISTIAN VON \VOLF.
Christian von \V olf, the celebrated German philosopher and professor,
who popularized Leihnitz's philosophy, and distinguished himself by
the clearness and distinctness of his philosophical definitions, was one
of ~wedenborg's correspondents, as appears from Document 4, p. 22.
He first taught in Leipzig in 1703, but removed thence in 1707 to the
University at Halle, where he greatly distinguished himself by his
philosophical lectures. By these lectures, however, he gave offeuce
to the pietistic school of theology which at the time prevailed
there, and which succeded in 1723 in banishing him from Halle.
'!'he same year, he was appointed professor in the University of
1\Iarlmrg; and in 174.0, Frederic II of Prussia, who esteemed him
very highly, re-appointed him to Halle, where he became vicechancellor of the University, and where he died in 175·1. From
his earlier philosophical works it appears that Hwedenhorg thought
very highly of \Volf; and in a paper dating about the year 1737,
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which is contained in Vol. III. of the photo-lithographic edition of
Swedenborg's 1\ISS., he institutes a minute comparison between
his own system of 1)hilosophy and that of \V olf; among other things
he there says: "Of him it may be said, that he is truly a philosopher, and that by constant examination, scrutiny, and study he
has extracted the principles of true i)hilosophy" (p. 84). It is
interesting to compare this estimate of Swedenborg's with that which
he formed respecting \V olf, when he met him in the other life.
In his \vork entitled "The Earths in the Universe," No. 38, he
says: "The spirits of l\Iercmy once came to a certain spirit from
our earth, to be instructed by him on various subjects. This was Christian
\V olf, who during his life upon earth had been highly distinguished
for his learning. They perceived., however, that what he spoke was
not elevated above the sensual things of the natural man, for in
speaking he thought of honour; and as every one in the other life
remains like his former self, he as had been his wont in the world desired
to connect various things together into series, and these again into
others, and thus to go on making other deductions, and so forming
several chains, which they neither saw nor acknowledged to be true,
saying that these chains cohered neither in themselves nor with the
conclusions, and calling them the obscure principle of authority.
After that they ceased to interrogate him, but confined themselves
to asking him, how various things are called; and as all his replies
were given in material and not in spiritual ideas, they left him."
It1 his "Spiritual Diary," (No. 4550,) he adds the following particulars:
"A certain one appeared to the left, and silence having been made
when he spoke, it was perceived he was like "\V olf. After he approached, a sphere diffused itself from him as if he were the God
of the universe. This sphere continued for some time, and meanwhile he said to all, that he was the greatest upon earth, and that
there was no one so learned as himself; but of this they could not
he persuaded. He was told that those things which had constituted
his learning, were simply means for acquiring wisdom, and that there
is no wisdom in them unless they are thus applied; also that these
things with him may have been the means of making him insane,
and of extinguishing truths. A conversation also was carried on
with him about these truths. He then approached nearer; and after
that sphere had been dispelled (for other spirits had been associated
with him) he desired to know everything in the other life, and
also the arcana of the internal sense of the Word, and this apparently
from the desire of knowing. He also learned some things, but as
soon as he turned to his own spirits, i. e. to the life of his own
principles, he derided them. He was then told that he only desired
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to know them to make himself great, and to gain wealth; and it was
shown him how this is done, and how such in the world appear to he
iufluenced hy a feig-ned zeal; hesides several other things." In
No. 4727, we read, "\Yolf was first a naturalist, hut when, after his
return [to Halle], he was admonished, he simulated piety and a confession of faith from the heart, to such a degree, that people scarcely
knew otherwise than that he was a good converted Christian. It
appeared, however, from his confession before good spirits in the
other life, that this profession came simply from ·the lips, and that
in his heart he believed the opposite; before them he was brought
into such a state, that he spoke from his own thought, which he
had had in the world, and not from dissimulation. He then acknowledged that he bad never believed in any God, but maintained that
nature is everything. His reasons he stated to be these: 1. 'l'hat
God was never seen, nor heard, and that He has been hidden away
now for many centuries; that if there was a God, He would have
shown himself to men, so that they would have believed. 2. That
nothing of the Divine Providence is })resented to view. 3. 'l'hat the
soul is nothing but a breath, which has its existence as such from
the interior organism, and that when tlus dies, the soul dies also,
because it is simply like something atmospherical. 4. That brute
animals think and will just as well as man, and some of them, as
bears, dogs, mice, and foxes, more shrewdly and more intelligently
than he; and that the difference between the two is so small, that
it scarcely deserves to be mentioned, as, for instance, language, which
they do not possess, because their organism is different: parrots
and similar birds nevertheless speak in the same manner and know
what they say. 5. That the last judgment has been expected for
so many centuries in vain, and that it is false that the stars will
then fall from heaven upon the earth, because they are larger than
the earth, and likewise the sun, which nevertheless is immovable in
the centre, besides several other things. These things \V olf confessed
before the good spirits, although he had spoken otherwise with his
lips*** He was also told that he had believed he would not live
atter death, when yet he perceived now that he was living, and thus
that he had formerly thought wrongly on this subject." See alBo
"Intercourse," No. 19; "True Christian Religion," Nos. 90, ::335 1 69u,
and "Spiritual Diary," Nos. 4i44, 4851, 6018, 6049.
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NOTE 19.

CARL ROBSAHM.
Carl Robsahm, who was the treasurer (carnererare) of the Bank
(Lrln-Banquen) in Stockholm, was descended from a Scotch family
called Robson, which had emigrated to Sweden towards the close of the
sixteenth century. He seems to have been intimately acquainted with
Swedenborg during the latter part of his life, and to have had great
respect for him, as appears from the simple and unvarnished account
which he has left of the great seer. His testimony, (which constitutes Document 5,) so far as he relates what he himself had seen and heard during
the latter period of Swedenborg's life, seems perfectly trustworthy and
reliable; but what he says concerning his earlier life, must be received
as a mere matter of report, and must be judged according to the laws
of evidence. This applies particularly to what he says in No. 36
of his "l\Iemoirs." That Robsahm was not acquainted with the
circumstances of Swedenborg's earlier life, so as to deserve implicit
credence, is proved from No. 34, \vhere he states that "from his father,
Bishop Swedberg, too, Swedenborg had obtained a considerable
inheritance," when yet the facts of the case are, that Bishop Swedberg died a poor man, as appears from the following extract of a
letter which his son-in-law, Dean Unge, wrote to Swedenborg in
1731, four years before the Bishop's death. "l\Ioller is now beginning
to swindle the Bishop on a new account; for he desires to print the
collection of sermons which was burnt. The Bishop has no mouey,
but owes from 500 to 600 dalers to the Cathedral, which Moller
received for printing the Catechism last year. How will this end,
if he begin printing in his poverty? . . . . The Bishop plunges himself
more and more into debt."

NOTE 20.

CARL FREDERIC NORDENSKOLD.
The "worthy man," by whom Robsahm was called upon to state
"what he had seen and heard in Swedenborg's company," (see Document 5, N o.l) was no other than Carl Frederic N ordenskolcl, who together
with his friend C. B. \Vaclstrom, 36 was one of the earliest promoters
of the cause of the New Church in Sweden. He was the youngest son
of Colonel C. F. N orclenskold of Finland, and became acquainted in
his youth with the writings of Swedenborg1 which he considered
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"the greatest good fortune that had happened to him during his
whole life." In 1777, when twenty-one years old, he becr~me one of
the secretaries in the Department of the Exterior in Rtockholm; and
in 1781, he made the acquaintance of the Royal Librarian in Berlin,
Ahbe Pernet~·, 34 who intended to publish some of the works of Swedenborg in the French language, and to collect some particulars respecting- his life. About the same time he became acquainted with the
:Marquis de Thome, concerning whom the "New Jerusalem Magazine,"
of 1790, says, that he is "a nohleman not less distinguiRhed by his
profouud erudition, than hy his rank and birth." rrhe latter gentle·
man employed himself likewise in translating the writings of Swedenborg into French, and in a letter to l\Ir. N ordensk()}d, dated Paris,
August 11, 1783, he says, "1 think I may })romise that in about a
year's time I may he a hle to make the journey to Sweden, when, with
the means which the Lonl will put into our hands, we shall be able
not only to print all the manuscripts of Swedenhorg, hut also to
distribute them gratuitously, as well as all his other works." There
can he no doubt, therefore, that Mr. N ordenskold was the "worthy
man," at whose request Rohsahm wrote his ''l\Iemoirs concerning
Swedenhorg," and respecting whom he says further in No. 50, "I
should not have written them down, if I had not been requested to
do so by the 'honourable gentleman' whom I have mentioned in the
beginning of these anecdotes; and if he had not iutimated that they
would be made use of in enlightening humanity respecting Swedenborg's personal character, and indeed by a society whose purpose it
is to translate several of his writings iuto French." As early as 1776,
Mr. N ordenskold had made a similar request to Dr. G. Beyer, who,
in sending him some particulars respecting Swedenhorg in a letter
dated Gottenburg, March 23, 1776, said, "It would he very desirahle,
indeed, if, as you suggest, anecdotes could he collected [respecting
~wedenhorg]. Such a collection might he made, if every one would
contribute what he knows for certain." Nordenskold examined also
the wife of Sweden borg's gardener, and collected particulars respecting her departed master from her lips. These particulars are contained
on pages 174, 175, and 182 of his work, "Com:iderations Generales
!o!ur le Christianisme Actuel et la Lumiere que l\I. E. Svedenborg
rf.pand sur les Heligions." Of this work, which was printed by
Nordenskold at Rostock, in the grand-duchy of l\Iecklenhurg-Schwerin,
in 1819, and which was confiscated by the authorities, there is only
one complete copy in existence, which is in the possession of his son
Dr. Otto von N ordenskold, Berlin, and two defective copies, on~ of
which is in the Royal Library in ~tockholm, and the other in the
hand~ of the editor of the present \York.
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A selection of the anecdotes which were thus collected by
Mr. C. F. N orclenskold and his brother Augustus3 5 was sent by the
former to Abbe Pernety, 34 Berlin, in 1782, and were embodied by
the latter in the "Account of Swedenborg," which he prefixed to his
French translation of "Heaven and Hell," published in Berlin in
1782. The "Account of Swedenborg," ·given by Pernety, is our
Document 6, and by analysis it will be shown that almost the whole
of that account was furnished to him bv the two N ordenskolcls. In
1783, C. Ji-,. N ordenskold went to Lomlon, where he remained until
1786. Finding that the mam1scripts of Swedenborg could not be
published in Sweden, he took the original manuscript of the "Apocalypse Explained," and copies of several of the minor works to
London, with a view of having them published there. The ''Hieroglyphic Key," the "Summary Exposition of the Prophets and Psalms,"
were printed during his stay in London, as well as the first two
volumes of the "Apocalypse Explained." The remaining manuscripts
he left in charge of Dr. Spence in 1786~ when he was summoned
hack to Sweden. On his return to Swecleu he instituted, in eonjunction with his brother Augustus N ordenskold,39 and his friend
C. B. \Vadstrom, 36 the Philanthropic Exegetic Society, the object of
which was to publish the writings of Swedeuhorg in the Sweetish
language, and to collect documents respecting him. There was like\vise published hy that Society a .Journal called Samlingar for
Philantroper, of which four numbers appeared. The Society was at
first very prosperous, and counted some of the most influential men
in Stockholm among its members; hut it was hroken up in 1789.
After its dissolution, N ordenskolcl began the publication of a periodical
called "The Citizen" (-Medborgaren), which was interdicted in 1789;
in 1790, he published another journal entitled All-miint 1liagazin,
which was likewise prohibited. In 1792, he was appointed secretary
to the Swedish legation in Hamburg; in 1801, he removed to
A11klam, Pomerania, and thence in 1807 to Rostock in l\Iecklenburg,
where he had the title of charge d'affaires of Sweden, and where
he remained, till the end of his life in 1828. From 1822 to 1828,
he corresponded freely with Dr. Immanuel Tafel of TUbingen, and
furnished him with valuable information for his researches into the
character of Sweden borg, and the state of the New Chmch in Sweden.
His correspondence and literary remains -are in the possession of his
youngest son, Dr. 0. von N ordenskold in Berlin. C. F. N orclenskold,
throughout the whole of his life, appeared to be a man of integrity
and to have intense love for the New Church.
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NOTE 21.

THE OPEXIXG OF SW.EDEXBORG'S SPIRITFA.L RIGHT.
Swedenborg himself gives the following account of this occurrence
(Document5, No.15) in the ..Jdversaria, Vol. II, nos. 1956, 1%7: "Unclean
spirits of the lowest kind are here discusseu, such as those who rnle the
lowest or ultimate parts of man, aml who excite the lusts that beloug
to the body and the blood, and which are calleu pleasures of the senses,
and such as are merely corporeal. Those unclean spirits who rule
the outermost or the merely bodily parts of man, are called froqs,
hy which are understood larger insects, of various forms. Huch frogs
once appeareu to me, coming out [of me], anu indeed manifestly, so
that I saw them crawling before my eyes; and very soon they became
collected into one, when they assumed the appearance of fire, and
hurst with a noise, which when it reached my ears sounded like
crackling; after that the place was cleared. rl'his took place in
London, in the month of April, 174:5. It was as if smoke pass<>u
out of my pores, but on the floor there appeared crawliug \•.-orms,
in gi·eat numbers." 'l'hat this occurrence took place at the time
when Swedenhorg's spiritual sight was opened, appears from tho
Adversaria, Vol. I, no. 1003, where he says, "From the middle of
Apcil, 1745, I was in heaven, while I was at the same time \vith
my frienus upon earth."
NOTE 22.

DR. GABRIEL

A~DERSSON

BEYER.

'l'he following account of Dr. Gabriel Andersson Beyer, of whom
Robsahm says, that "he was the ouly one among the clergy who
embraced Swedenborg's explanations of the Scripture" (see Document 5, no. 18), is taken from the work eutitled Nt;rt Kyrkan och
dess injlytande ]J(t Theologiens Stwlium i Sverige ("The New Church
and its influence on the study of theology in Sweden"), Part LI I,
pp. 12 to 2u. In introducing this account the author says: "\r e
have looked in vain for Beyer's name in the 'Biographical I >ictionary of Celehrated Swedes.' That work coutains an account, iiHlee(l,
of the professor of eloquence, Dr..Tohan Roseu, hut does not mention
anythiug ahout his relation to the New Church. Nay, even in the
"History of the Bishopric of Hottenhurg and its clergymen," hy
S. P. and .T. H. Bexell, we have found only the nmue of Beyer,
the year when he received his academical honours, and the year of
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his death. For the additional information which we are able to
give in the present account, we have to thank a friend, Dr. Ek, who
several years ago, while still professor at the Gymnasium of Gottenlmrg, furnished us with some information about Beyer and Rosen,
and the religious trial which clouded the last years of their lives.
The rest we have collected, partly from German and English sources,
and partly from some learned men, who were personally acquainted
with these first promoters of the new doctrine in Sweden.
"Gabriel Andersson Beyer was born in BohusHin. The year of
his birth is not mentioned in the 'History of the Bishopric of Gottenburg.' Other sources also, which the author consulted, did not contain information on this subject. Of his childhood and early manhood nothing is known, except that, after finishing his preparatory
com·se in the classical school at Gottenburg, he was admitted into
its gymnasium in 1734, at the same time with Eric Lamberg,
afterwards Bishop of Gottenburg, "\Yho in the trial above-mentioned
evinced such an lmfriendly disposition towards his former school
companion and present colleague (in a subordinate capacity)
in the Board of the Consistory. Both left the gymnasium
at the same time, namely in the autumn of 1739, Lamberg going
to Upsal, and Beyer to Lund. Among twenty members of the
gymnasium who went to the universities, Jliontin, the dean of the
gymnasium for the time being and the professor of theology, pointed
out these two as classical scholars, who were already able to compose short dissertations in the le~rned languages. After taking the
degree of master of philosophy at Lund, in 1745, Beyer received
the appointment of notary in the Consistory of Gottenburg in
17 48; he ·was made Professor of Greek in 1752, and ten years after
he became doctor of theology.
In his capacity of professor,
Dr. Beyer delivered several orations on anniversaries, the subjects
of which were taken either from classical literature, or biblical philology. He seems to have been an abler Latin scholar than a speaker
in his own language.
"Beyer's acquaintance with Swedenborg took place in the following manner: In the year 1766, Swedenborg arrived at Gottenburg
for the purpose of continuing his journey thence to England. Immediately after his arrival he engaged a berth in a ship, which was
to set sail for London in a few days. During his stay at Gottenburg, Beyer happened by chance to make his acquaintance, and as
he did not know Swedenhorg personally, hut only by hearsay, and
as he shared the prejudices of those times with regard to his religious
views, he was very much astonished, when he found Swedenhorg
discoursing in a most sensible manner, and without the least indication
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of any confusion in his imagination and thoughts, of which he had
Lern suspected. 1'he next day he invited Swedenhorg to dine in
company with Dr. Rosen. After dinner Beyer expressed a desire
to hear in the presence of Rosen a brief statement of Swedenborg's
religious system. 1'he latter, therefore, gave him a sketch of his
views with the ardour of inspiration and with logical clearness in
all his arguments, so that lJOth his hearers were very much astonished. 'fhey did not interrupt his statement, hut after he had concluded it, Beyer begged Swedenborg to leave with him ou the
morrow, when they would meet again at the house of 1\Ir. \Y eungren,
a merchant, a written account of the points of his statement.
Sweden borg promised to do so 7 and the next day, on meeting
Beyer, he told him with visible emotion, while handing him this
written statement: 'l\Iy frieud, from this day the Lord has placed
you in conjunction with his heaven, and his angels are at the })resent
moment surrounding you.' 'J' hese words naturally made a deep
impression upon Beyer, as well as upon the whole company 1wesent.
Beyer's universally known piety lent weight and importance to the
seer's words, and made them seem probable. Immediately after
]n·onom1cing these words, he took leave, and the next day he
started for England. 1'his account was furnished to one of the
editors of the ':New Jerusalem Magazine' [17DO], by 1\Ir. \V enugren,
who was still living at Gottenhurg, in 1786, where he made this
communication.
"All the time that Beyer could spare from the arduous duties of
his professorship, he devoted to the preparation of works for the
spread of the doctrines of the New Jerusalem. Besides a 'Collection
of Sermons,' which was the cause of his accusation before the Consistory, he composed the first catechism on Swedenborg's principles.
'J'his little work, which won much applause, circulated for some time
in manuscript among the members of the New Church, and after
the death of the author was pu hlished in Copenhagen by l\Iannerfeldt. Under the title of Cursus Ph ilosophicus, Beyer wrote a
summary of Swedenhorg's religious philoso11hy, which was pre::;erved
only by those of his friends who took the trouble to copy it. ']_'Jus
exposition seems to have constituted his lectures (Dictata) which
his enemies regarded as dangerous for the students of the gymnasium,
and concerning which Assessor Am·ell and Dean Ekehom stated in
the trial before the Consistory, that they were receiYed hy the
students with. whistling and stamping. 'l'hey were abo talked alJOut
all over the kingdom as literary lmlderdash, from which learned
institutions ougl1t to he preserved. 'l'hns a false itlea of orthodoxy
may excite fanaticism Loth in the minds of the old and of the young!
40
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"The work by which Beyer most served the cause to which he
had devoted himself, is his Index in'itialis in opera Sweaenborgii
theologica tripcwtita, and which was printed in Amsterdam, in 1779.
This is an extensive lexicographical work upon which Beyer was
occupied for thirteen years, and which affords evidence of the closest
acquaintance ·with the contents of Sw.edenborg's ·works, and of a
rare accuracy on the part of the author. After he had finished this
laborious work, and had sent the last sheet of the manuscript to
Amsterdam, he became ill, and died a few days .afterwards, in the
year 1779. Beyer seems to have been more successful as a lexicographer, than as a preacher, and to have been generally qualified
more for the professor's chair than for the pulpit. The language in
his collection of sermons, of which a new edition has been lately
published, is wanting in precision and is stiff and diffuse. On that
account his sermons did not meet with great success. Their substance manifests, however, Beyer's great love for the external and
internal meaning of the Sacred Scripture, and shows how deeply he
was imbued with the spirit of Swedenborg's writings.
"By those persons who either knew Beyer personally or who
heard him described by others, he is said to have been a man of
the purest virtue and of the most amiable character; to have been
pious, simple-minded, humble, and frank; gentle and conciliatory
with others; strict and severe towards himself; faithful to his convictions; persevering in his undertakings, and filled with the warmest
sympathies for every thing that appeared to him beautiful, true,
good, and sacred. For his defection from the strict Lutheranism of
his times, he had to pay dearly enough in his life-time. Posterity that has examined this with impartial eyes and in its proper
light, has not found in it anything blameworthy. Its judgment has
been less austere than that of Beyer's former companion at school,
Bishop Lamberg, and of several of his colleagues.
"Beyer left a son, Anders Beyer, who became clean and pastor
somewhere in the diocese of Gottenburg. From Sweclenborg's letter
to Beyer, dated October 30, 1769, it appears that he was already
a widower at that time."
Sweclenborg's Correspondence with Dr. Beyer, which is contained
in Section IX, constitutes one of the most valuable sources of information respecting Swedenborg during the last years of his life
upon earth.
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NOTE 23.

AXDERS CARL uurrSTROM.
Anders Carl Rutstrom, (see Document, 5, No. 18,) an al)le
clergyman, who was persecuted during the whole of his official life
by the Consistory of Stockholm, on account of his pietistic or
Moravian sentiments. In 1752, he became pastor of the Hedvig
Eleonora parish in Stockholm; and in 1757, in Ladugardslandet, by
which he obtained a seat in the Consistory. In 17()5, his enemies
succeeded in not only depriving him of his office, but even in banishing him from Sweden. For four years he lived in Hamburg aml
Copenhagen, until he was re-called in 1769 by a resolution of the
Diet at N orrkoping. On his return the clergy protested against his
re-instatement in office, and even succeeded in having him confined
in prison, "on acconnt of his dangerous character." There he died
in 1772.
NOTE 24.

EDWARD CARLESON.
Edward Carleson (see Document 5, No. 19), President of the College of Commerce, was born in 1704, and died in 1768. In company
with Baron von Hopken he undertook a long journey, from 1732 to
1746, to eastern countries for the purpose of collecting information
useful for the commerce of Sweden (see Note 134).
NO'l'E 25.

CARL REINHOLD BERCH.
Carl Reinhold Berch (see Document 5, No. 10), Councillor of Chancery, was born in 1706, and died in 1777. He was a very learned
man, and a great numismatician; he was a member of all the learned
societies in Sweden, and of the Antiquarian Society of Loudon.

NOTE 26.

SWEDENBORG ON TOOTH-ACHE.
Cfr. Arcana Crelestia, No. 5720, where Swedenborg says as
follows: "There were hypocrites with me, namely such, as spoke m
a holy manner on Divine things, aud, iudeed, in such a mauner as
40*
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though they were affected with a loYe for the general welfare and
the neighbour, and as if they loved justice and equity, when yet in
theiT hearts they despised and ridiculed these things. When leave
was given them to flow into those parts of the body which
corresponded to them in an opposite sense, they caused tooth-ache,
and when they were yery near to me, they caused such a severe
}Jain, that I could hardly bear it; and in proportion as they retreated,
the pain left me."
NOTE 27.

THE STATEMENT THAT S\\rEDE~BORG HAD A MISTRESS
CONSIDERED.
The accuracy of the statement made inDocument5, No. 36, we contest
for the following reasons: First, because it refers to a period in Swedenborg's life, when Ro bsahm was not personally acquainted with him, and
because he relates it as a mere matter of hearsay; further, in Note 19
we furnish a proof that what Robsahm relates of Sweden borg's earlier
life is not perfectly reliable. Secondly, after the establishment of
the Philantlrropic-Exegetic Society (see Note 20), in 1786, "Robsahm's
Memoirs," were brought before that Society for discussion and approval.
For in an abstract of the Proceedings of that body, which is in
possession of the Society of the New Church in Stockholm, the
editor of these documents found two emendations of "Robsahm's
l.Iemoirs," which haYe been appended by him as Nos. 53 and 54 to
Robsahm's account. No. 53 is an emendation of this gentleman's
account of Sweclenborg's interview with Queen Louisa illrica, contained in his No. 46; and at the close of this amended account is
added, "The above was written with his own hand by His Excellency,
Count Hopken, Feb. 9, 1784, after he had read Robsahm's Life of
Swedenhorg, and he desired this to be appended to the same."
Immediately after this statement of Count Hopken, in the abstract
of the Proceedings of the Philanthropic-Exegetic Society, there comes
our No. 54, which is an emendation of Robsahm's No. 36. This was
laid before the Society on March 28, 1789. From this amended
account it appears that Swedenborg in his younger years was in
love with Emerentia, the second daughter of Polhem, the Councillor
of Commerce, and that she was promised in marriage to him by her
father; but that when Swedenhorg discovered that his love was not
returned, he left the house with a solemn oath, "never more to fL'>:
his affections upon any lady, and still less to enter into any other
engagement of marriage." This vow, as is well known, Sweclenborg
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kept to the end of his life. It appears, therefore, that instead of
having had a mistress in his younger years, as is reported by
Robsahm on mere hearsay, Swedeuhorg was simply in love with a
young lady, with a view of marrying her; that she was abo promised
in marriage to him by her father, but that Swedeuborg renouuceJ
his claims upon her, when he found that his love was not returned.
'l'he truth of this statement was confirmed by Swedenborg himself
in his conversation with General 'l'uxen, lJy whom he is reported to
have said, that "once in his youth he had heen on the road to
matrimony; King Charles XII having recommended the famous
Polhem to give him his daughter." \Vhen General 'l'uxen asked
him what obstacle had prevented it, Swedenhorg is said to have
answered, "she would not have me, as she had })l'Omised herself to
another person to whom she was more attached."
This account was written out lJy General Tuxen for Augustus
N ordenskold,35 brother of C. F. N orclensko1d, 20 and translated by
Augustus N ordeuskold from Danish into English, and published
by him in 1790 in an appendix to the "New Jerusalem l\[agazine."
] n tlus account Augustus ~ ordenskold makes General Tux en say
further, that Swedenborg had told him besides, that "in !tis youth
he had a ·1m'stress in Italy." Is this statement correct and relia lJle?
\V e answer, ~ o! for the following reasons: First, it is proved to
be incorrect by internal evidence, for it declares that Swedenborg
was in Italy in his youth; when yet he entered Italy for the first
time in March, 1738 (as is proved by the journals of his travels),
when he was fifty years of age, for he was born in 1688. Secondly,
the whole of General Tnxen's account loses very much in weight and
importance, as the Danish original has lJeen lost, and we have only
the English translation, which was made by Augustus Nordenskold,
who was a talented man, and well versed in the doctrines of the
New Church, but morally, in the latter part of his life, utterly
depraved. 'l'he venerable Thomas Dawes* says respecting him, in a
letter addressed to the Sweclenhorg Society, which is dated Jan. 14,
1842: "l think the New Church should not wholly depeml upon the
fidelity of l\Ir. Nordenskold's copying; for his unchaste conduct dur* According to the Intellectufll Repository for April, 1860, "Mr. Thoma~ Dawes, formerly
of Yoxall, in the com:.ty of Stafford, was for ma••y years a well-known and ard••nt receiver
of the doctrines of the Xew Church, wl•o was removed iuto the spiritual world in aclvauced
age, in 1R49. He and his father were the instruments through whom the late Rev.
E. :\ladeley, of Dcrl,y, was introduced to the writings of Swedeubnrg, of which :'llr. llnwes
has him~elf left an interesting account, in a lettc·r published in the London 'New ,Jeru~a
lem Magazine' for the year 1828. He was the writo·r of several pap~r3 in the '.\ urnra,'
and al~o in subsequent periodicals, the secretary of the General C'ouference held iu
Birmingham in 18081 and the author of an anouymous ·Tr~atise ou H.cdemption."'
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ing his stay in Manchester was such as no New Churchman could
overlook."
A. N ordenskold's brother, C. F. N ordenskold, says
concerning him in his autobiography, contained in his work "Considerations Generales sur le Christianisme," etc., (p. 286) without,
however mentioning his brother's name: "He associated with persons
without morality, and did not practise· conscientiously that religion
which he professed; whence he lost the interior discernment of what
is good and true." Can a man who receives such a character from
his o·wn brother, be trusted in pronolmcing as to the moral character
of Emanuel Swedenborg? So long, therefore, as the correctness of
the translation of Augustus N ordenskold cannot be tested by a
comparison with the Danish original of General Tuxen-so long,
consequently, as a man "whose unchaste conduct cannot be overlooked
by any New Churchman," and whose own brother testifies concerning
him that "he had lost the interior discernment of what is good and
true,"-so long as such a man is the only authority for declaring
that "Swedenborg had a mistress in his youth in Italy," we consider
ourselves fully justified in rejecting his testimony, even if it did not
contain in itself a flat contradiction. (For further particulars respecting the character of A. Nordenskold, and his notions about wives
and mistresses, see Note 35.)
NOTE 28.

COUNT ANDERS JOHAN VON HOPKEN. ·
Count Anders J ohan von Hop ken, from whom proceeds No. 53 in
Document 5, was the son of the President of the College of
Commerce, Baron von Hopken, who descended originally· from an
English family called Hopking, which had emigrated to Germany,
and thence to Sweden. He was born in 1712, and died in Stockholm in 1789. After having received a careful education, he travelled abroad in 1730, and during his journey in France became
a member of the Acad{nnie des Belles Lettres of Marseilles. On his
return home in 1734, he at once took an active part in the 1)olitical
affairs of Sweden, and became a member of the Swedish Diet in
1738 when he was but twenty-six years old. At the same time he
took a great interest in everything pertaining to science and
literature, and he proposed, in 1739, in connection with Linn~:eus and
others, the plan of the Swedish Academy of Sciences, which was
instituted in the same year, and of which he ·was made the first
secretary. In 1741, he became a secretary in the Department of the
Exterior; in 1746, marshal of the court, and soon after in the same
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year senator or councillor of state, i. e. a member ot the Swedish
executive council. Uf him it was said, that he rose in the moming
a mere secretary, at noon he became marshal of the court, and at
night-fall he was made a senator. In 1752, he was raised to the
post of President of the Court of Chancery, which is eqt~ivalent
to being the Prime :l\Iinister of Sweden; this office he resigned, or
rather was compelled to resign, in 17(31. In 1753, he proposed the
plan of the Swedish Academy of Belles Leth·es (Vitterhets-Acculemien),
of which he was made one of the first dit·ectors. In 1760, he was
appointed Chancellor of the Univer::;ity of Upsal, which office he
resigned in 1764:; and in 1773 he was again appointed senator or
councillor of state (Riksradet), and continued in that office until
1780, when the infirmities of old age compelled him to retire from
all active duties.
Count von Hopken was considered one of the finest Swedish
writers. The "Swedish Biographical Lexicon" says conceming him,
"It was especially the power of his thought, the force of his expression,
and the purity of his language, which were admired in this statesman.
But although he, the Swedish r:racitus, in the capacity of author,
had fairly reached his Roman model in the pith and force of his
style, and in his grand mode of expressing himself, yet his character
was not marked by the same freedom and decision which distinguished
the Roman. There was a contrast or contradiction between his
literary and his personal character; and the Swedish Prime l\Iinister
lacked the necessary courage and decision, which would have enabled
him either to come out victoriously from fierce storms or to have
succumbed in an illustrious manner." Count Hopken's biographer
alludes here to his dilatory and irresolute way of shaping the policy
of Sweden during the "Seven Years' \Var," when the Couucil of
State were equally divided as to the policy to he pursued by Sweden,
and when von Hopken, instead of manfully meeting this difficulty,
absented himself from Stockholm, leaving it to his colleagues to
weather the storm and come to a decision as best they could.*
Count Tessin said concerning him, in the Diet of 1760, "Count von
Hopken's great talents are quite insufficient for our present emergency;
and are of no more use than if an Axel Oxenstierna should rise
from his grave. He is a dignified speaker, he writes better than
any one in the country, is quick in finding expedients in all unforeseen
matters-yet what is the use of all tlus ?" The Swedish historian
Geyer describes him thus: "He was more profouml than 'ressin,
• See on this subject Documents 195 and 1961 containing Swedenborg's views of this affair,
which are slightly different from the above verdion, which is that of the editor of the
"Swedish Biogra}lhical Dictionary."
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brilliant whenever he chose (for his disposition was sometimes lacking
in readiness), learned, admirable in writing and speaking, cautious,
far-seeing, a sceptic in thought and in character, too proud ever to
be a favourite, yet sincerely devoted to the house of Holstein to
which he felt drawn by an hereclitary loyalty; as to the rest he
looked more after his own interest, ai1d therefore v;-as unable to
execute great designs."
In his letter to General Tuxen dated l\Iay 11, 1712, Count Hopken
stated, that, "he had not only known the late Assessor Sweclenborg
these two-and-forty years, but also some time since daily frequented
his company." 'l'his more intimate acquaintance with Swedenborg
seems to have elated from the \vinter of 1759, when it first became
publicly known in Stockholm that Swedenborg's spiritual eyes were
opened, and that he enjoyed intercourse with departed spirits. (Cfr.
Baron D. Tilas's letter to Count C. J. Cronstedt, dated l\Iarch 24,
1760.) In this letter Baron Tilas, who was then councillor of mines,
·writes, that "Senator Count Hopken had called upon Sweclenhorg,
and stayed with him from two to three hours." The interest which
Hopken took in Swedenhorg seems to have originated at first entirely in curiosity; but after he found that Swedenhorg was sound
in mind, and most learned in everything that concerned not only
the spiritual but also the natural world, he made it a point to collect
all his theological and philosophical writings, and he also requesteel from S\Yeclenborg his portrait in oil. The books that were collected by Count Hopken are now in the possession of the Royal
Library in Stockholm, and Sweclenborg's portrait was presented by
one of the Count's heirs to the National Portrait Gallery in Gripsholm. Among the books presented to Count Hopken at that time
by Swedenborg was his copy of Swammerdam's Biblia Naturce,
which he sent in place of his Opera Pkilosophicct et 1llineralia,
·which the Count desired to possess, but which Sweclenborg was unable to send to him, as he had presented his own copy of the
work to the Royal Library in Stockholm. The copy of Swammerdam with Swedenborg's letter of presentation to Count Hopken is
now in the possession of Dr. Loven of the l\Iedical Institute
(Carolinska Institutet) in Stockholm. In a letter elated November 17,
1769, which will be found in Section IX of the present work,
Swedenborg meets some objections of Count Hopken to his work
"A Brief Exposition of the Doctrines of the New Church," and at the
close of the letter he writes: "Your Excellency's pleasure in my
writings rejoices me at heart, and I thank you for it with all clue
respect," &c. So that it would seem, as if Count Hopken was influenced by more than a mere feeling of curiosity in seeking Sweden-
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borg's society. Still at times, as while conversing with or writing
to persons of a sceptical tum of mind, Count Hopken himself seems
to haxe heen seized with a similar scepticism, as appears from the
following letter which he wrote after Swedenborg's decease to ]\[r.
w· argent in, the Secretary of the Academy of Sciences iu Stockholm:
'"I am sorry that Agent Seele 116 did not inform me sooner, that
the late Swedenborg had sent me last autumn a copy of his last
work. If I had heard of it sooner, I might have done my duty,
and thanked him for this attention. If the book is not hound, I
wish yQu would send it to my Commissioner, ~Ir. Nyren, Blasieholmen, with instructions to have it bound in English binding, so as
to match the remaining collection. After the coronation there ought
to he a hundred opportuuities to send it to Linkoping to Professor
Alff. That honest old gentleman, SwedeiJborg, has spoken about
me so favourably in various places, that he has even made me
his apostle after his death. About a "·eek ago I received a very
courteous letter from an tmkno\vn gentleman in Denmark, in which
he entreats me for his own aud his wife's sake, to give them some
iuformation about Swedenborg's system, and to act as their guide.
X ever in my life have I been more surprised, nor have I laughed
more, nor have been more non-plussed.
HOPKEN."
Ulfttsa, )fay 17, 1772.*
The unkno"\\11 gentleman, of whom Count Hopken here wrote,
was General Tux en of Elsinore; and although Count Hop ken was
very much surprised hy his letter, he still wrote General Tuxen
a very iuterestiug accotmt of Swedenborg in reply, and corresponded with him for several years. Iu his letter of l\Iay 21, 1773, he
says, "Your correspondence, Sir, is not only very agreeable to me,
hut also very edifying." In 1786, Count Hopken joined the ExegeticPhiltwthropic Society, which was devoted to the spread of the
doctrines of Swedenhorg, so it would seem that during the latter part
of his life until the time of his death in 1789, he ·really studied
Swedenhorg's doctrines more deeply, and hecame even to some
extent a believer in them. This appears especially from the letters
that he wrote to General 'l'uxen after 1772, which will be found in
Section IX.
• A copy of this letter i~ contained in the "Bergius C'ollt>ction of Letter~," which is preserved
iu the Library of the Acad~my of Sciences in Stockholm.
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NOTE 29.

El\IERENTIA POLHEM.
Emerentia Polhem was born J nne .25, 1703. She had a literary
taste, and was known in her time for a work on Swedish rhyme. In
1723, she was married to Rii.ckerskold, councillor of the Court of
Appeals, to whom she bore nine children. She died in 1760.

NOTE 30.

REINHOLD RUCKER OR RUCKERSKOLD.
Reinhold Rii.cker, called after his elevation to the rank of nobility Rlickerskold, was born in 1690. He was at first in the civil
service of Stockholm, where he remained until 1720; when he received an appointment as provincial judge (lzaraclshofding) in a })art
of Dalecarlia. He married the same year his first wife who died
in 1721. In 1723, he married Emerentia Polhem, whose acquaintance he probably made in Dalecarlia, where she resided with her
father, at Stjernsund. In 17 49, he became councillor in the Court
of Appeals, and in 1752 he was ennobled. He died in 1759.

NOTE 31.

SWEDENBORG'S l\IARRIAGE ENGAGEMENTS.
In the spring of 1718, Swedenborg joined Polhem at "\Venersborg in the construction of the locks at the outlet of Lake W ener,
and on Sept. 14, 1718 he wrote to his brother-in-law, E. Benzelius
as follows: "Polhem's eldest daughter is betrothed to a chamberlain of the King, JIJauderstrom by name. I wonder what people
will say to this, inasmuch as she was intended for me. His second
daughter is in my opinion much prettier" (see Document 81).
From this it follows in the first place, that when Swedenborg
became interested in Polhem's second daughter, Emerentia, the
latter was between fifteen and sixteen, and not between thirteen
and fourteen years of age; and in the second place it follows,
that Swedenborg was actually engaged to be married at one time
to Maria, the eldest daughter of Polhem, who was born in 1698,
and was at the time twenty years of age, and who on the 11th of
November 1718, was married to l\Iartin Ludvig JIJanderstrom, 80
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chamberlain to the King. This engagement Swedenborg seems to
have had in view, when he declared to General Tuxen, that
"once in his youth he had been on the road to matrimony; King
Charles XII having recommended Polhem to give him his daughter;
hut that she would not have him, as she had promised herself to
another person, to whom she was more attached." 'rhis statement
of Swedenhorg's could only have applied to l\Iaria Polhem, inasmuch
as she was actually married about that time to 1\[anderstrom; while
Emerentia Polhem was not married to Riickerskold30 until 1723, and
she could not have been engaged to be married to him at the time,
because Riickerskold married his first wife, Anna 1\fargaretha Lindebom, in 1720, and it was after losing his first wife, in 1721, that
he became engaged to Emerentia Polhem, and married her. From
the above passage from Swedenhorg's letter it appears also, that he
was really more interested in Polhem's second daughter, Emerentia,
than in his eldest daughter, l\faria, and it seems quite probable that,
after 1\Iaria Polhem was engaged to he married to l\Ianderstrom,
her father promised his second daughter, Emerentia, in marriage to
Swedenborg-with what success appears in No. 54 of Document 5.

NOTE 32.

GABRIEL POLHEM.
Gabriel Polhem, horn in 1700, inherited his father's love for
mechanics, but not his inventive genius. He assisted his father in
the building of the dock at Carlscrona, and also at the lmilcling of
the locks, and the digging of the Carlsgraf canal, near \Venershorg.
Afterwards he prepared his father's inventions and papers for the
press, and supplied him in a great measure with the assistance which
Swedenhorg had rendered him before. In 1752, he succeeded his
father as director of the Mechanical Institute. He was never married,
and died in Stockholm m 1772.
NOTE 33.
S\VEDE~BORG'S

ESTRANGEMENT FROM POLHEl\I.

The only additional particulars relating to this occurrence
(Document 5, § 53) are contained in a letter from Polhem to
E. Benzelius, dated Carlsgraf, April 18, 1719 (Document 8·!).
It appears from it, that Swedenhorg took his experience with
Poll1em's daughter so much to heart, that he broke off for the
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time all intercourse with the family, so that three letters which
Polhem wrote to Swedenhorg, were returned to him unopened;
wherefore Polhem wrote to Benzelius, "As I understand that he
is probably now at Upsal, I must beg you to offer him my greeting,
or else to send it to him by letter wherever he may be at present,
and also to ask him to favour me with· one of his welcome letters,
which are so much the more acceptable in our house, as he has
given us sufficient cause to love him as our own son."

NOTE 34.

ABBE PERNETY.
"Anton Joseph Pernety was horn Feb. 13, 1716. In the year
1763, he joined the order of the Benedictines, and after some time
was made Abbot of St. Germain. In 1763, he went with Bougainville to the l\Ia.louinian Islands, in order to take possession of them
in the name of France. He afterwards favoured the dissolution of
the order of the Benedictines; and as his ·wishes were not realized,
he left the chapter and his order, and accepted from Frederic the
Great an invitation to Prussia. He was appointed by him chief
librarian of the public library, and a member of the Royal Academy
of Sciences and Fine Arts in Berlin; he was likewise a member of
the Academy of Florence. After some time he received the abbey
of BUrgel in Thuringia. In the years 1781 and 1782, he became
acquainted with several of Swedenborg's followers, and collected his
notices concerning him. "\Vith difficulty he was allowed to resign
his position in Berlin, and return in 1783 to Paris. He then
lived for some time in Valence, but finally retired to Avignou,
where he resided during the French Revolution. Although he kept
aloof from everything that savoured of politics, maintained silence,
and lived in retirement., still he was made a prisoner, and was not
released until the 9th Thermidor. He died "in the year 1801." This
notice of Pernety we translate from Dr. I. Tafel's German edition
of the Swedenborg Documents, Vol. I, p. 69. To it we may add,
on the authority of C. Lenning's "Encyclopaedie der Freimauerei"
(Encyclopredia of Freemasonry), that at Avignon Pernety established
a secret society which made use of masonic formulre and emblems.
This Society which Lenning calls "Academie on Societe des Illumines
d' A vignon," had besides the three degrees of J olm, one higher degree,
which was based on the doctrines of St. .Martin and Sweclenborg,
and which was called "the true mason." It is quite lJossible that
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Pernety's connection with that society subjected him to imprisonment.*
Dieudonne Thiehanlt, another memher of the Academy of Berlin,
in his ''Souvenir de vingt ans de sejour t\ Berlin," finds fault with
Pernety on account of his attachment to Swedenhorg's Revelations,
hut on the ·whole he speaks very favourably of him. He says, "In
general, my colleague, l\I. Pernety, was very learned (I speak of
that learning which is a matter of the memory); hut his leamiug was
a crude and· umligestecl mass (ritdis huligestaque moles); in other
respects he was an e~cellent man, moderate and good-natured, so
that he scarcely ever got iuto difficulty with any body; yea, he was
obliging when it lay in his power. In society he preserved habitually a precious evenness of temper, and was willing to believe to
any extent, without clisputing with any one. But in spite of this
weakness he was universally loved; especially as, to all his other
social qualities, he added a discretiou which stood all tests; never
did a word from his mouth require the least explanation, or cause
any entanglement." Compare also "Biographie Universelle," Vol. 33,
p. 388, et seq., where his various publications are enumerated.
Notwithstanding his great learning and his many good qualities,
Pernety was not an accurate scholar, nor a reliahle translator, as
may appear from the following criticism which was made on his
translation of "Heaven and Hell," by the French translators of Swedenborg's "Intercourse between the Soul and the Body," published in
London in 1785. In their "Preliminary Discourse," p. 55, they say,
"The French translator of the treatise on 'Heaven and Hell' has
committed a real wrong in misrepresenting his author almost from
hegiuning to end; in abridging him wherever he could, \'lheu yet
he is nowhere too long; and especially in impressing upon his reader
an error at the end of his note to the paragraph treating of the
saints of the Catholics, where he says positively that these saints
may he invoked, in contradiction to what the author himself teaches
in several places of his writings, by the express order of the Lord
from whom he received ·his mission."
In much stronger terms of condemnation the l\farquis de Thome
writes to C. F. N ordenskOld on this suhject, in a letter dated Paris,
August 11, 1783: "Report, Sir, has not deceived you with regard
to the attachment which I have vowed to the new revelation. No
oue is more intimately convinced and persuaded that the works of
your couuhyman have in reality emanated from the Lord for the
• Some furth<'r account of this society may be found in Hindmarsh's "Rise and Progress
of the Xew ,Jeru~alem Church," pages 41 to 49 1 from which it appears that that society was
anytbbg but a New Church l:iocicty.
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instruction of the men that are already born, and that will be born,
and for the institution of a New Church, and the establishment of
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ upon this earth forever and ever. I
long unceasingly for their propagation and success in the spirits
of my fellow-men, and especially of my fellow-citizens. But however
necessary it is that the progress of thi's revelation should be as
rapid as we desire, it is still more necessary that those who declare
that they believe in them, should act accordingly. Ought I, for
instance, to have expected that after impressing upon Abbe Pernety
that the translation of the theosophical works of Swedenborg required
the utmost exactness and the greatest fidelity, and that only those
ought to be regarded as real friends of the new revelation, who
admitted it without reservation, and after having received an answer
from him that he was of the same opinion-ought I to have expected, I say, from him, six months after, a translation in which
he lops off, alters, adds, suppresses and transposes at his liking,
and where he contradicts without respect and without shame what
this revelation teaches consistently from one end to the other? It
was no doubt in order that the abomination of desolation might be
completed, that a priest of the Roman communion should under
the pretext of believing in the new revelation, have laid his sacril~gious
hand upon it. I at once broke off correspondence with him, perceiving too from his letters that he had not yet freed himself from
magic (see Note 42), to which he had unfortunately yielded himself
before becoming acquainted with the writings of your countryman,
and which has rendered his mind extremely false. This was the
reason of his placing at the head of his translation a preface which
is a real harangue compared with those of Swedenborg himself ....
I am very much afraid that this Abbe is the friend of whom you
did me the honour of speaking in your letter; I hope, however, that
you will not be offended at the liberty with which I express to you
my opinion of him; being convinced that you are not balancing between the Lord and him, and that in agreement with the doctrine
of the New Jerusalem you do not attach yourself to the person, but
to the good and true in the person."
From all this it appears that the testimony of Pernety respecting
Swedenborg requires to be very carefully examined and compared
with other testimony; for if he took such lil)erties in translating one
of Swedenborg's works, it is quite possible that he took similar
liberties with the testimony that he has published respecting him.
Yet as the persons '\vho sent him this testimony were still living at
the time, and occupied important positions in Sweden and England,
he could not well hav.::: garbled their statements without being taken
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to account for it-wherefore he no doubt hesitated before altering
it materially.
There are, however, two paragraphs in his account of Sweden borg,
namely 16 and 17, which we consider false and erroneous; yet the
enors seem to have been committed before the account reached
Pernety, as will be shown in Note 42.
NOTE 35.

AUGUSTUS NORDENSKOLD.
Augustus Nordenskold, the elder brother of C. F. Nordenskold, 20
was born in 1754; he studied in Abo in Finland, where he Lecame
much interested in chemistry and mineralogy. He afterwards continued
his studies in Stockholm, where he became an auscultant or assistant
in the College of l\Iines; afterwards he became chief of a mining
district (Bergshau)Jtman) in ~'iuland, and was admitted a member
of the Academy of Sciences. Duriug his stay in Stockholm, about
1773, he became acquainted with the writings of s,vedenhorg, which
he received enthusiastically. He was looked upon hy his brother
Carl Frederic Nonlenskold, his friend Carl Berns \Vadstrom, 36 and
other ardent and zealous admirers of SwedenLorg as the most
intelligent and profound student of the doctriues of the New Church
at the time; and in a limited sense he deserved their praise. During
a journey abroad in 1780, he fouud in London in the possession of
Dr. l\[essiter2 one of Swedenhorg's l\ISS., in which he was so much
iuterested that he had it printed at once at his own expeuse. This
was the "Coronis; or, Appendix to the True Christian Religion."
On his return to Stockholm he made a careful examination of the
Swedenhorg J\ISS. which were preserved in the Library of the
Academy of Sciences, and most of which were in loose sheets. All these
sheets he had well bouud at his own expense; so that the careful
preservation of the Swedenhorg J\lSK is in a great measure due to
him. 'J'he most important works also, such as the "Internal Sense of
the Prophets and Psalms," the Index to the "Apocalypse Revealed,"
the Index to the "Arcana Crelestia," the "Doctrine of Charity," the
;'Canons," and several other works were copied under his superintendence, and some of them were taken hy his Lrother C. F. Nordenskold
to England in 1783, with a view to their publication there.
"rhile, however, taking such a great interest in the writings of
Swedenhorg, he unfortunately hecame impressed with the fixed idea
that he had discovered the secret of making gold. His ohject in
trying to make gold was, to render both silver aud gold so common,
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as to revolutionize society, and to do away with the distinction between rich and poor. This idea he connected in his mind with the
establishment of the New Church by the following process of reasoning: as by the good and truth of the New Jerusalem the church is
to be re-organized, and man himself to be regenerated; so he concluded
that by gold and silver, which correspond to goodness and truth, the
world is to be revolutionized and to be regenerated on the natural
and political })lane.
By his learni11g and the plausibility of his reasoning he exercised
great influence on other followers of Swedenborg, especially Bergklint
the mining engineer; nay, he even impressed Baron J\Iunck, the
governor of Drottningholm, with the idea that he was capable of
making gold, so that this official built for him a laboratory iu
Drottningholm, where A. N ordenskold, together with Bergklint, tried
for two years (1788 to 1790,) to carry out their scheme of making gold; but ·when they did not succeed, J\Iunck employed Bergklint
and a Captain Appelqvist to coin false Russian gold, and to make
false Russian paper-money, making them believe that it 'vas clone by
order of the King. This matter leaked out, and in 1792 J\Iunck
was deprived of all his offices and honours, and was exiled from
Sweden. A 1ninute description of all these transactions is contained
in a paper read before the Academy of Finland in 1867, entitled:
"Finish Alchemists" (Finska Achemyster), consisting for the most
part of letters written by Bergklint to the N ordenskolu family in
Finland.
By mixing up the cause of the New Church with .gold-making
on the one hand, and mesmerism on the other, the early followers
of Swedenborg did great injury to the cause of the New Church in
their own country. This too was the cause of the breaking up of
the Philanthropic-Exegetic Society, of which both A. N ordenskold
and Bergklint were members. It was not A. N ordenskold however,
but Baron Silfverhjelm (see Document 9 C, Table IY, No. 2, p. 91)
who introduced mesmerism into that society, which was especially
broken up by the attacks and satires of the poets Kellgren and
Leopold, in "Stockholm's Post," of which the former was the editor.
Augustus N ordeuskolcl and C. B. \Y adstrom, 36 who had been
the president of that society, left Sweden in consequence of these
attacks; \Vadstrom as early as 1787, and A. Nordenskold in 1790;
C. F. Nordenskolcl alone remained in Sweden and defended the cause
of the New Church and its adherents against their assailants.
It is strange to see how A. N ordenskolcl, while being consumed
on the one hand ''"ith a fewr for making gold, busied himself
intellectually on the other with developing the idea of the New
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Church according to his own notions. So, in the year 1790, he
Jmblished in Copenhagen an "Organization of the Church in the New
~T erusalem," which was a plan how the New Church ought to he constituted. From this "Plan," which was published in quarto, and dedicated
to the King of Sweden, it appears that he had some singular notions
on the subject of marriage. He looked upon marriage as the basis
of the Church, and the strongest hand of union within it, yet his
ideas on this subject, which he maintained he had derived from
Swedenhorg, are opposed to the doctrines taught by Swedenhorg from
lleginning to end. It is important to define clearly A. N ordenskold's
ideas on the subject of marriage and concubinage, as on his testimony
rests the assertion that "Swedenborg in his youth had a mistress in
Italy" (see Note 27). In his article on "1\Iarriage" in the a hove work,
§ 47, he says as follows: "No marriage is acknowledged by us [i. e.
by the :Xew Church] as lawful and genuine, except one which is
entered into within our Church; consequently no other except where
both husband and wife have accepted the doctrines of the New
Jerusalem in conformity with §§ 7 and 8 [i. e. except those who
acknowledge and are baptized into the two fundamental doctrines of
the New Church]. All other marriages are looked upon by us as
mere concuhinages, although in accordance with the civil laws they
must not he dissolved before death. \Vhenever, therefore, a man
who has been baptized and who has been received into our Church,
goes and marries a woman out of our Church, we exclude him at
once . . . . . For this is merely a bodily connection, which with us
is called concubinage or maitress-ship; which is suffered uuder some
conditions .... hut is looked upon as a merely external union, which
has no interior conjmJCtion with our Church." In § 54, he describes
the conditions under which such a concubinage or maitress-ship may
he entered into by a member of the Church; he says: "As it will
naturally happen for a long time to come, that in our Church there
will be unmarried men who are unable to marry, and married men
who have been received among us, hut who have un-Chri~tian wives
despising the doctrines of the New Church, and who are consequently
compelled to live in an inharmonious marriage: it follows therefore,
that if such men are so strongly imbued with the love of the sex,
into which every one of us is horn, that they cannot refrain from
the sex, it is indispensable for the sake of order that leave should
be granted them, to the former to have a mistress, and to the latter
to have a concubine." He then says that if the bishop or the priest
who consecrates marriages, after examining their cases, give their
written consent, the former may live with his mistress, and the latter
with his concubine, and concludes, "If this is observed by him, he is
41
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nevertheless a dear member and brother with us, and such a life is
not accounted to him in the least as a matter of reproof; but if he
does not report his case, he is punished," &e.
Language fails us, to describe our horror at seeing the doctrines
of the New Church falsified and slandered in such a manner. Where
does Swedenborg say that. he only is a men1ber of th•e New Church
who has been externally baptized into it? Where does he say that
those only are united in true marriage and in conjugiallove who acknowledge the doctrines of the New Church? Our very pen revolts, at
being compelled to write such un-Christian~ and even blasphemous
language. ··where does Swedenborg say that a wife who does not
acknowledge the doctrines of the New Church, though it be from
sheer ignorance, is a concubine, and not a wife? Shame! shame upon
any one to say so who has had the privilege of studying the doctrines of
the New Church! And where finally does Swedenhorg say that if
the wife of a New Churchman does not accept the doctrines of the
New Church, her husband, if he cannot contain his lust of the
flesh, is entitled to have a concubine, provided a minister of the
Church give him written leave'? No wonder that a man who held
such doctrines and who, according to the testimony of Mr. Dawes,
(see Note 27), acted according to them, should have encleavoured to
whitewash and excuse his own sin, by declaring "that Swedenborg
himself had a mistress in his youth in Italy."
At the time A. Nordenskold was publishing his "Plan of an
Organization of the New Church," he received from General Tuxen
(according to a statement which the latter made to C. F. Nordenskold
in a letter dated May 8, 1790) his account of Swedenborg, together
with certified copies of the letters he had received from Count
Hop ken; and while staying in Copenhagen and at Helsingor with
General Tuxen, he sent to his friend C. G. \Vadstrom, 36 who had in
conjunction with Mr. Servante, and several other friends of the New
Church, commenced the publication of the New Jerusalem lYiagazine,
his proposals for organizing the New Church, yet leaving out all
the objectionable portions about marriage and concubinage. These
proposals are contained in the J\Iarch number of the New Jerusalem
Magazine; while the letters which he had received from General
Tuxen appeared in an appendix to that magazine.
Thwarted in his endeavours to make gold, and driven about by
his restless spirit, A. N orclenskold, soon after his arrival in England,
and in opposition to the advice of his friends, embarked for Sierra
Leone in Africa, 'vhither he went in quest of gold, and where in
the interior of the country he died of exhaustion in 1792, after
having been robbed of everything 1y the natives.
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AL'GUSTUS YORDESSKi)LD.

"\V e conclude our uotice of Augustus N ordenskold, with the
account given of him hy his brother C. F. N ordenskold 20 in his
"A utohiography," contained in the coufi:;.:cated work "Consiclerations
G-enerales,'' &c., to which we had occasion to allude hefore. rrhis
autobiography was written hy the latter for the l1euefit of his chil<lren, as may appear from the fo1lowiug introduction to it at p. 210:
"'l'he kind reader will no douht pardon us for adding here the summary of the life of a father, written l1y him iu order to encourage
his children in the path of virtue. This faithful recital, the truth
of which we warrant, will prove how much Diviue Providence interposes itself in order to save a mortal who trusts in God, and who
tries his utmost to suffer himself to he guided by His will." 011
page 283 he continues, "God speaks sometimes to us feehle mortals
in occurrences which thwart our projects, iu order hy this means to
act on our reason, and save us from misfortunes; and when any one
suffers himself to he directed hy reason, this ·is not superstition.
Superstition is incompatible with true religion, awl 011 that account
it was prohibited so severely hy l\Ioses." On p. 284 he introduces
the life of his brother Augustus, in order to exhihit to his children
the sad results which arise, when any one insists on following his
own ways, and refuses to he guided by the Divine Providence. He
introduces his hrother anonymously, calling him one of his friendf;:
"l had a friend who, during the latter years of his life, told me,
t.hat he 11ever engaged in any enterprise in which he thought his
own welfare was concemed, without meeting with so many obstacles,
that it was like forcing a way through thick walls. He observed
also that when he actually succeeded iu any of his U}l(lertakings, lle
was never made the happier. Nevertheless, he would not allow
himself to he corrected. It seemed even as if these obstacles
doul1led the energy of his will. He undertook a voyage where he
would he exposed to great dangers. All his friends dissuaded him
f1·om it, hut neither their eutreaties, nor the affectiou of his wife
and children, nor his poor health, nor all the reverses and obstacles which he encountered before starting, could shake his
resolution. It was to l1e commenced by sea, which he called his
hell. He sailed from EnglalHl, hut the captain was very soon
ohligecl to put into an Irish port, to take shelter from the storm,
aud wait for a favoural1le wiwl.
:My friend wrote from that
sea-port, that he was seriously ill, and was obliged to borrow
money to meet his expenses; he wrote also that he suffered so many
pains and experienced such ennui, that he was often on the point
of giving up his journey, awl retuming to London with a view of
abandoning his great enterprise.
41*
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"'rhe vessel sailed at last, and he left the place where he had
remained over two months, and finally arrived at his destination.
There also the feebleness of his body, the unhealthiness of the season for travelling, and the counsels of his friends were Llllavailing to
prevent him from pursuing his journey _into the interior of the country; but he was inflexible.
"He set out with a caravan of merchandize belonging to himself,
and an escort of thirty persons whom he considered trustworthy. He
had no suspicion that his travelling companions were robbers; but,
while on his jom·ney, he was stripped of everything; and all his
great projects of making discoveries in natural history and che1nistry
and of finding gold-mines were for ever dissipated. Abandoned by
his escort, he was left alone, and died either from friglit or from
fatigue. By his death his wife and children, whom he had left at
home, were reduced to a deplorable condition, and I who had undertaken to pay some of his debts, am still a sufferer in consequence.
"God certainly intended to influence him by the reverses that
preceded his journey, and induce him to give up his plan, so as
to secure to him a longer life, and so enable him to repent of his
evils before entering into eternity, and also to save his family from
misery.
"One year before his death I was in London for several months
daily in his society, and I foresaw that he was on the eve of a great
misfortune. For contrary to his ordinary disposition he became angry
without any cause, even against his friends and benefactors. He put
a bad construction on their remarks, which were spoken with the
hest intention; he associatecl with persons without morals, and did
not practise conscientiously that religion which he 1JJ•ofessed. ln
this manner he lost the interior discernment of what is good anrl
true, or those l)resentiments by which we are saved from dangers."

NOTE 36.

CHARLES BERNS W ADSTROM.
The following account of Charles Berns \V adstrom, from the pen
of J\Ir. J. A. Tulk, is written on the flyleaf of the copy of the "New
Jerusalem Magazine," which he presented to the Library of the
Swedenborg Society: "This gentleman came from Stockholm to London prior to the year 1790, and brought with him many of the
manuscripts of Emanuel Swedenborg, such as the "Diary" and
others. He was a man zealous in the propagation of the New

CHARLES BERSS TT''ADSTROJl.
noctrines, and had been one of the members of the Exegetical
Society established ·in Stockholm for the same purpose. In the
year 1790, he had a meeting of the friends of the New Church
weekly at his lodgings near ':rottenham Court Road 1 and was chief
editor of the ".1..Veu) Jerusalem . Magazine." About this period he
was busily employed in a plan to form an establishment of the
~ew Church on the Coast of Africa, either on the Island of llalam
or at Sierra Leone, for which some papers inserted in that l\Iagazine
were intended as preparatory; hut this scheme failed, as indeed did
most of his schemes, which, it must be coutessed, were conducted
with more zeal than prudence. He was, nevertheless, warm and
sincere in his attachments and pursuits; and if not profound in judgment, of various knowledge and attainments. His mmmers were
polished alHl lmconnnonly pleasing; and his conversation, by his intercourse with all ranks in life and his knowledge of the world, was
entertaining and instructive. His delight was iu active life, and the
love of uses; but he did not always sufficiently weigh the means
of action, and hence to his mortification was frequently disap}lOinted 01 his olJject, and involved in trou hlesome conse(1ueuces. He
quitted England in distress, and became still more involved ii1
difficulties in Paris, where he finished his unfortunate career, having
died of an asthmatic complaint. His excellent wife, Ulrica \Vadstrom,
followed him shortly after from the same complaint, leaving an only
daughter, who was conveyed hy her friends to Sweden.':
In addition to these remarks we are enabled to give some further
particulars conceming C. B. \\r adstrom from the notice contained in the
''~wedish Biographical Dictionary," and we may also mention that
the Swedish Academy a few years ago struck a medallion in honour
of him, and had a careful Liographical sketch of his life prepared Ly
one of their number. This distinction was accorded him on account
of the interest he took in the abolition of slavery. In the former
of these works we read concerning him, "It was by the warmth he disJllayed in favour qf the abolition of slavery, and his disinterested efforts
in this noble cause, that \Vadstrom hecame entitled to have his name
immortalized. After returning from Africa to London [in 1780] he
1mhlished his valuable •Observations on the Slave rrrade.' This
sulJ.iect had already hegun to he agitated in Lhe .English parliament,
and the publication of the Swedish ge11tleman excited much interest. \Villiam Pitt, who was prime minister at that time, discussed
this subject with W" adstrom. He was invited to appear before the
British Privy Council, and he appeared before a committee of the
whole House of Commons, to furnish the information which was
desired. \YilLerforce now redoubled his efforts, in which he was
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supported by Fox. The "African Institution" was now established,
of which \Vadstrom was a distinguished member. Its members
worked with the greatest zeal, hut they remained for some time
in a minority.
In 1794, he published in London his valuable
"Essay on Colonization, particularly applied to the \V estern Coast
of Africa, also brief descriptions of the colonies already formed,
including those of Sierra Leone and Bonlama"-a magnificent work
in two parts, quarto, with plates. At the same time he commenced
a manufactory in :1\Ianchester at his own expense, but at the breaking out of the war with France it failed, and he lost the whole of
his property, which was not very large. In 1795 he went to Paris,
carried thither 1Jy the dream that the beautiful ideas of the philosophers
could he most easily realized in a country where the men of the
street had by a revolution seized the reins of government. He was
well received, was made a French citizen, and received the kiss of
fraternity and equality before the Directory. He published now his
singular work: "Quelques Idees sur la nature du Numeraire et sur
la necessite de combiner l'interet du Cultivateur avec celui du Negociant au moment oi't l'on etablit un nouveau plan de Finance." At
the same time he continued to labour in France in behalf of the
abolition of slavery, and in the same year, 1795, he published his
celebrated "Address to the Legislative Body and the Executive
Directory," in which he called upon them to make common cause
with England in this matter, at least so far as to extend their
common protection to the colonies, which according to \V adstrom's
ideas ought to he established along the coasts of Africa. Supported
by Gregoire and Lanthenas, W adstrom became one of the most
zealous members of a Society which was established in 1797 under
the name of "Reunion des Amis des N oirs et de Colons." He was
one of the principal framers of the rules of that body, and was
several times its president. While engaged in this work he died in
Paris on April 5, 1709, of a pulmonary disease, leaving his ·worthy wife
and an only daughter in distressed circumstances. His considerable
library he left by will to his beloved native town N orrkoping,
where it is preserved in the large hall of the town school."

NOTE 37.

SWEDENBORG'S MARBLE TABLE.
This table, which is mentioned in Document 5, § 10, and in
Document 6, § 5, is still preserved in the hack-room of the building
which is at present assigned to the use of the College of Mines.

COUNT TESSIS.
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The slah is, however, broken in half. Besides the pack of canis
mentioned in Pernety's account, there are a comb aml the envelope of
a letter among the inlaid objects. 'l'his tahle was purchased hy SwedenlJOrg during his fourth joumey abroad, which was in 173~1, and was
sent hy him to Stockholm in 1740. An account of its reception, and
of the interest it excited among his friends, is contained in a letter
addressed by Lars Renzelstiema~ to Swedenborg, dated Htockholm
Fe h. 22, 17 40, our Document 125. The process hy which such
work is inlaid in marble is described hy Swedeuhorg in the last
scientific paper which he communicated to the Aca<lemy of Sciences
in 1763, aml is contained in Vol. XXIV of its "Transactions." It
forms Document 202 of the present work.

NOTE 38.

.TORN A UGUHTTJS

ER~ESTI.

John Augustus Ernesti, who is mentioned in Document 6, § 8,
the founder of a new theological ancl philosophical school, was
hom in Thuringia, in 1707. In 1734, he became rector of the
'l'homas School in Leipzig; in 17 42, extraordinary professor of aiiCient
literature; in 1756, ordinary professor of eloquence in the Universit.'•
of Leipzig: in 1759, he obtained in addition a theological professorship: and in 1770 the first theological professorship, which he
held till the time of his death in 1781. From him, says "Brockhaus's Conversations-Lexicon~'· the enlightened study of theology
principally emanated~ in so far as tlils is founded on philology an<l
correct grammatical explanation. He edited a large numher of the
Latin and Greek classics, and on accolmt of his excellent Latin
style merited the appellation of a "Cicero" among the Germans.
Among his theological writings were the "Anti-JHuratorius," (Leipzig,
175!1,) his "Opuscula ':rheologica,'' (Leipzig, 1792 ;) and especially l1is
"~ eue Theologische Rihliothek~" in 10 Vols. from 171)0 to IHJ, in whieh
he attacked the writings and the persoual character of ~wedeuhorg.

NOTE 39.

COUNT

rrE~SIN.

Count Carl Gustav Tessin, son of Count Nicodemus Tessin, the
builder of the royal ca::;tle in Stockholm~ was born in 1695, and \\as
oue of the ablest and most honourable men \\rhose names are recorded
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in Swedish history. In 1728, on the death of his father, he became
inspector of all the royal palaces and gardens in Sweden. In 1738,
he was elected president of the House of Nobles, and in the following year was appointed minister plenipotentiary of Sweden in Paris,
in ·which capacity he performed some very important services to his
country, but at the same time greatly impoverished himself. In
17 41, he became senator and member of the executive council, an
office which he filled until 1761 to the great benefit of his country.
In 1750, he was requested to superintend the education of Gustavus III.
From 1751, he wrote two letters every week to the prince, in which
he endeavoured to give him just conceptions of honour and virtue;
these letters were printed in 1754, and trauslated into almost every
Emopean language; the English reviews of that time styled these
letters incomparable. In 1754, he opposed the measures of the King
and Queen of Sweden for increasing the royal power, and therefore fell
into disgrace. In 1756, he abandoned the capital, and retired to his
country-seat at Akero; after that time he did not take much active
interest in affairs of state, but busied himself chiefly with his collections of paintings, engravings 1 coins, and shells. He was the
f01mder of the Swedish Academy of Fine Arts, and his house in
Stockholm during winter was open to all artists, and to men of
science and literature. In 1760, he made the acquaintance of Swedenborg, and described his interview with him at some length in
his Diary, which was published in 1819, under the title of "Tessin
and Tessiniana." His account of Swedenborg is contained in our
Section X.
Ehrenheim describes Tessin's character as follows: "It is important
to notice t.he zeal he displayed in his youth in the cause of freedom,
and his interest in the method of government, inasmuch as this was
a principal feature of his character afterwards, and determined the
course which he followed as an officer of the state. It might be
said that his first bent in this direction he received in his father's
house, but this cannot be supposed to have determined his actions
for more th.an thirty years afterwards. It was no doubt an interior co11viction with him, and he had a clear conception of the
possibility of a free, independe1it, enlightened, and happy people,
under a pacific king, seeking progress by peaceful means. The
proofs which he had given of patriotism, industry, talent; his knowledge of the world, his ability, his skill in conversation, and his independent resources, would have secured for him an exalted position
in society, and made him an object of attention to all parties, even
had he not been invested with a high office."
Gadd wrote of his intercourse with artists: "He treats all artists

JACOB BOHJfE.
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like brothers; he shares his means with the needy, and stimulates
their zeal. He cherishes the fire of their genius hy encouragement. and reward, and by pushing them into celebrity. His spirit
raises and elevates them above the mere desire of gaining riches by
their works, and determines them to do their best for their own
honour, and the glory of their country."
Montgomery says concerning him: "If one examines C. G. Tessin
in his capacity of statesman, courtier, and citizen we cannot hut
admire his consistency, his strength of character, and his patriotism.
As the first man at Court he was not forgetful of his higher duties;
as Prime :Minister and an active citizen, and as a warm friend of
his King and cotmtry, he did not leave out of sight the more precious love which he owed to God, nor the precepts of the doctrine of
Christ. He, therefore, never made any compromises with his conscience, and never took any step as statesman, courtier, or citizen
at the expense of his conscience, of his religion, or of his oath
of office."
Count Tessin died on the lOth of January, 1770, and was the
last of his name.
NOTE 40.

JACOB BUHl\IE.
Jacob B<>hme, see Document 6, § 16, called Pkilosopltus Teutonicus,
and one of the most celebrated theosophists and mystics, 'was horn in
1575, near Gorlitz in Silesia. He \vas the sou of poor peasants, and
learned the trade of a shoemaker. On his journeys as a travelling
joumeyman he enlarged his experience and knowledge of the world. On
his return to Gi)rlitz in 1594:, he became a master shoemaker, ancl
married the daughter of a butcher, with whom he livccl for thirty
years in happy wedlock. In 1612, he published his first work,
which he called "Aurora," because in it he kindled a new light for
those who desired to know. This work contains his revelations and
views -concerning God, humanity, and nature, and it evidences a familiar aquaintance on his part with the Sacred Scriptures; still he
made use also of the works of other writers, as Paracelsus, Valentin,
'Veigel, and others. 'fhe clergy in Garlitz opposed his hook, and
Lad it condemned, while the judges declared Bohme himself to he
i 11 nocent. This persecution confirmed Bohme in his own views, and
spread his reputation. Persons of distinction came from all parts
and desired to see and to converse with him; they also providep
him with the means of living, and of puhlishing his remaining works,
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which he did after the year 1619. These works were the cause of
additional persecutions, wherefore he went in 1624 to Dresden, in
order to have his writings examined. He was well received and protected at Court, but after his return to Gorlitz he died in November
of the same ~'ear.

NOTE 41.

S\VEDENBORG AND BOHME.
\V e do not object to paragraph 16 of Pernety's account because of its containing statements incompatible with Swedenborg's
doctrines, or because of its throwing a false light on his character;
hut we refuse to admit its genuineness simply because Swedenborg
declared iu a letter to Dr. Beyer that he had never read the writings
of .Jacob Bohme. His words on this subject are contained in a letter,
dated Feb. 1767, which will he found in Section IX: "You desire
to know my opimon respecting the writings of Bohme and L.: I
have never read them, and I was forbidden to read authors on
dogmatic and systematic theology, before heaven was opened to me;
because unfounded opinions and fictions might have easily insinuated
themselves thereby, which afterwards could only have been removed
with difficulty." The information contained in Document 6, § 16, seems
to have been conveyed to Sweden by Augustus N ordenskold, who
was in London in 1780, thus two years before the above account
was sent by himself and his brother C. F. Nordenskold to Pernety.

NOTE 42.

S\VEDENBORG AND HERMETIC PHILOSOPHY.
The truth of the statement contained in Document 6, § 17, we deny
in toto, because it is opposed in principle to Swedenborg's doctrine of
discrete degrees, according to which there is a perfection in the particles
of every created substance in a threefold ratio from the outermost to the
innermost degree; the innermost degree being far above the range of
chemistry. On tlus subject Swedenborg says in his work on the "Divine
Love and Wisdom," Nos. 195 and 197: "The first degree is the all
in all in the following degrees; and the reason of this is, because the
degrees of every subject and of every object are homogeneous, and
they are homogeneous because they are produced by the first degree.
For their formation is such that the first by combining or gathering

SlrEDESBOHG ASD HERJIETIC PHILOSOPJir.

()!)1

together, in a word hy conglohating, produces the second, and hy
this the third; and that each is distinguished from the other hy a
surrounding covering. 1t hence follows that the first degree is f..Upreme and reigns alone in the succeeding degrees: cousequeutly that
the first degree is the all in all of the succeeding degrees. Application
may be made of this to the muscles, nerves, matters, and particles
both of the vegetable and mineral kingdoms, to the organic substances
which are the subjects of the thoughts awl affections in man, to the
atmospheres, to heat and light, and to love and wisdom. In all of
these the first degree is the only reigning principle in the following
degrees, yea it is the only substance in them, and because it is the
only substance, it is the all in them." From this prillciple it follows
that every metal and every element preserves its ideutity from the
outermost to its very inmost essence, that gold, therefore, is gohl
even to its innermost principle; and the same may he said of iron,
copper, mercury; aml consequently that Swedeuhorg's doctrines are
diametrically opposed to the assumption that any of the baser metals
or earths cau he changed into the nobler metals of gold or silver.
::Moreover, as early as 1721, Sweclenborg published in his "Miscellaneous
Observations," (English Edition p. 75,) Reasons showing the impossibility
of transmuting Jletals, especially 'into Gold, where he e),_-pres~es !Jimself most strongly against all such endeavours. From tlils it follows
that the whole of paragraph 17 in Pernety's "Account of Swedeuborg"
is false, where he states that Swedenhorg cleclared ''the suhject of the
Hermetic philosophy to he true," i. e. the finding of the philosopher's
stone, by means of which gold and silver may he manufactured out
of baser substances.
Originally by the "Hermetic philosophy" was understood the
wisdom contained in the sacred writings of the Egyptians, lmown
under the name of the "Hermetic writings," and which are ascribed
to the Egyptian god 'l'hoth, called Hermes by the Greeks. These
writings contained the mythological dogmas and history, the liturgy, the civil and religious law, the rules of life a11d ethics, and
the entire circle of Egyptian science. ] n the third century after
Christ there arose the school of the New Platonists in Alexawlria,
by whom the philosophy of the Greeks was comhiue<l with the
science of the Egyptians, and in the fourth century after Christ
the problem of changing the baser metals into gold was diligently
pursued in the schools at Alexandria. 'l'his problem had, howeYer,
been studied at an earlier period by others, who declared that
they had derived the secret immediately from a study of the ancieut
Egyptian writings; wherefore the Emperor Diocletian in the year
2!:16 ordered that all Egyptian hooks on the art of making gold should
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be burnt. Nevertheless, as we have already seen, this problem
continued to be pursued at Alexandria, and was handed down from
generation to generation, and gave origin to the school of the
alchemists. Later alchemists derived their art directly from the
Eg;n)tian God Thoth, whom they also called Hermes Trismegistoswhence also the art of making gold was ·called the Hermetic art.
Among his various writings Pernety had published a treatise on
the "Mythology of the Egyptians," in which he presented his ideas
on the "Hermetic Philosophy." This treatise was much relished
by Augustus Nordenskold, who, as we have shown in Note 35, was
very much interested in the problem of making gold, and had tried
many experiments in order to realize it. In a letter, dated October
30, 1781, addressed to Charles F. Nordenskold, from which we have
given an extract in our introductory note to "Pernety's Account
of Swedenborg," Pemety writes on the subject of the "Hermetic
Philosophy" as follows: "You see I write to you, judging you to be
an honest man, who will I believe at some future time belong to
the number of God's children who suffer themselves to be guided
hy caution and wisdom, and whose thoughts and actions must have
for their only object the glorification of our good Father. I write
to you as yom' upright friend, and as such I am glad to be able to
tell you that, in respect to the subject of the "Hermetic philosophy,"
concerning which I wrote in my treatise on the "l\Iythology of
the Egyptians," I was led more by my memory than by a profound knowledge of that philosophy. This treatise contains extracts
from other writings, to which I have added my own views on the
subject. I had no understanding of tllis matter, and I ask God's
pardon for the error into which a perusal of this book led those,
who thought they discovered in it the truth which I was unable to
show them. Still, you may believe that it is a Divine science; that
God reveals this secret only to those whom he sees to be fit; that
the philosophers have kept silence where it was their duty to keep
it; that it is impossible to understand this secret except by a
special revelation from God, wllich will supply the essential points that
have not been disclosed by the philosophers; and, finally, that
this science will not prove successful, unless God indeed commands
the angel of his power to guide the artist and his work. You may
judge then yourself whether your friend possesses indeed this secret,
and you may see also how little dependence can be placed upon the
words of those, who declare that they have found tllis secret. Let
me repeat here my declaration, that this science is the mystery of
mysteries of the all-wise Creator of nature. Depend upon it, and
as a faithful fellow-brother and friend extricate the gold makers and
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alchemists from their bootless endeavours, aud tell them that they
'\\ill never succeed, unless God Himself holds out his hand."
Pernety's advice was not followed hy the friend of Charles
F. Xordenskold, who was no other than his own brother Augustus,
aud who, in conjunction with the engineer Bergklint, undertook in
the years 1788 to 1790 to make gold on the island of Drottningholm.
Proofs of this we furnish in Note 35.
In answer to his letter to Charles F. N ordenskOld, Pernety
received from the brothers Nordenskold the account of Swedenborg
which he published as an introduction to his translation of the work
on "Heaven and Hell," and of which we gave an analysis in the
introductory note to that account (Document 6).
If we take into consideration the peculiar and unreliable character of Augustus Nonlenskold, who drew up this account; and if we
consider that he made another statement concerning Swedenhorg
which we have proved to be false (compare Notes 27 and 35); and,
if we consider further, that he himself was guilty of those practices
and views with which he charged Swedenborg, it seems more than
probable that the story related in paragraph 17 of Pernety's account originated also with him, and that it grew out of the letter wl1ich Pernety
had written to his brother~ and from which we gave a long extract.
NOTE 43.

MADAME DE MARTEVILLE.
Louis de 1farteville was ambassador extraordinary from Sweden
to the General States of the Netherlands. He died April 25, 1760, at
the age of fifty-nine years, in Stockholm, where he had resided since
1752. (See "Neue Genealogisch-Historische Nachrichten von den
vornehmsten Begebenheiten, welche sich an den Europaischen Hofen
zutragen," etc. part 136, J_.~eipzig, 17()1, pp. 244, 247.) 1\Iadame de
~Iarteville was a sister of Chamberlain von Ammon, who had heen
the ambassador of Prussia to the Courts of Holland and France. She
had probably been with her brother iu Holland, and had there made
the acquaintance of her first husband. Her second hushand, the
Danish General von E ..... , wrote an account of her experience with
Swedenhorg to a clergyman, hy whom this account was inserted in
a periodical entitled "Journal von uml filr Deutschland" for the year
1790, published by von Bihra. After communicating the letter of
General von E ..... this clergyman pays the following trihute to the
character of Madame de J\[arteville: "In conclnsion I desire to state
that I was personally acquainted with .Madame de 1\Iarteville,
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that she was by no means a sentimental enthusiast, but possessed
an extensive knowledge of the world and of human nature, and was
endowed with uncommon prudence; and on account of her intelligence
she was highly esteemed throughout the whole of Holstein, in which
country she resided during the latter part of her life. Her husband,
with whom I am also acquainted, is a mai1 utterly incapable of asserting an untruth, and of relating wrongly what he has heard." The
account given of this occurrence by Chamberlain von Ammon, the
brother of ~Iadame de Marteville, was published by the Academician
Dieudonne Thiebault in his work entitled: "l\Ies Souvenirs de vingt
ans de Sejour a Berlin," Vol. II. p. 254-257. A third account of
this occurrence furnished by the Countess von Schwerin, a sister of
:Madame de Marteville, who lived at the time in Berlin, was published
by L. L. von Brenkenhoff, in a little \vork entitled ''Paradoxa," part II,
Potsdam, 1789. The Countess von Schwerin had derived her information from the daughter of Madame de Marteville, and from the
Secretary of the Legation, Letocard, who was at the time with
1\Iadame de l\Iarteville in Stockholm. All these various accounts
will be found in Section XI.

NOTE 44.

BISHOP HALENIUS.
Dr. Engelbrecht Halenius was born in 1700. In 1737, he became
Professor at Upsal; in 1752, doctor of theology; and in 1753 Bishop
of Skara, where he died in 1767. His children were ennobled under
the name of Hallencreutz. His meeting with Swedenborg, which is
recorded in paragraph 30 of Document 6, is confirmed by the Swedish
Biographical Dictionary, wbich says concerning him: "Bishop Hallenius
was one of the most remarkable theologians of Sweden. He possessed
great natural gifts, a penetrating understanding, a good memory,
and a great facility in writing and speaking with force and
clearness. His private character, however, was not stainless. He
was very avaricious, and it is said that, during the period of freedom
[1719-1773], he was involved in more party-strife than any other
hishop. He had a controversy with Swedenborg, who at one time
had foretold that a severe illness would overtake the Bishop, of
which he would only he cured by an entire change of heart, to he
brought about by an industriam study of Sweclenhorg's theological
works; a propbecy which is said to have been literally fulfilled." See
also in Section XI an account furnished by the widow of Professor
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Risell of Upsal, a daughter of Bishop Halenius, who, togetb.er with
her younger urothers, visited SwedenLorg after the dettth of her
father.
NOTE 45.

DR . .TOHA ~ HOREN.
Dr. J ohan Rosen, who share(l the religious opmwns of Dr. Beyer
(see Note 22) and was subjected to the same persecutio11 7 was horn
in 1726. His father Rosenius was pastor of Sexdriiga, in \Vestgothland. The son enjoyed his father's tuition; was received into
the gymnasium at Gotten burg in 1737; went to Upsal in 17 42; and
took hi~ ~laster's degree at Lund in 17 48. In 1758, he became the
principal of the school in Gottenhurg: and in the followi11g year,
lector, i. e. professor, of eloquence and poetry. Besides oratious and
arguments, which Ro~en, according to the manner of the times, wrote
in Latin verse, he published in 1759 in Swedish the "Gotteuburg
'Iagazine'' (Gotheborgska J.lfagazinet); in 1764, the "Goth·nhurg
\Veekly" (Gothcborg's weckoblad); in 17o8, the "l\Ionthly Clerical
News" (P1·esttirlniugarne) 7' and in l 772 a few numlJers ap1)eared
of a periodical puhlication called, "\Vhat News'?" ( Hwcul uytt?.
Hwad 11ytt?) not to mention several other publications, which show
tl1at he had a clear understanding and a warm heart, and extraordinary ta1Pnt as a writer. According to the "History of the Bishopric of Gottenhurg,'' he combined with his acquirements in Roman
literature, which was his favourite study, a great knowledge of his
mother-tongue~ in the service of which he wrote several critical
disputations. The same authority points him out as the real founder
of a Society in Gottenburg, which, after receiving the sanction of
the govemment, hecame known hy the name of the Royal Union of
~cience and Literature (1\J)uiql. Wetenskaps- och lVitterhets- samhiillet), hut which in the heginniug consisted of a union of young
men, some even from the commercial classes, who met for the purpose
of perfecting themselves iu the use of the ~wedish language. Rosen
did not long survive }~manuel Hwedenhorg, his revered teacher, from
whose writings he derived those priuciples which constituted the basis
of his religions conviction. Emauuel Hwedeuhorg diecl in 1772, and
Dr. Rosen in August 1773. Au extelJ(led report of the trial of
Doctors Beyer and Hosen before the Consistory of Hotteulmrg, on
accouut of their belief in the teachings of ~wedenhorg, is contained
in Section IX.
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NOTE 46.

BENGT BERGIUS.
Bengt Bergius was born in 1723, and died in 1784. He became
a member of the Academy of Sciences i1i 1766, and was its president
in 1760, and again in 1780. He was also member of several learned
societies abroad. \Vhile a student at Lund in 1741, he was encouraged
by Prof. Lagerbring to make collections of historical articles and
papers; and throughout the whole of his life he was a great antiquarian,
and collected much useful ~nformation in history and the natural
sciences. Concerning the Collection of Letters from which Documents 7 and 8, and many other documents in Sections III and IX,
are taken, we read in the "Swedish Biographical Lexicon," under
the head of Bengt Bergius, as follows: "Besides many historical
contributions in manuscript, which were among the books in his
library, Bergius left a collection of 1)apers and letters which throw
light on Sweclish history, and the history of literature. These letters
are in his own hand-writing, and are mostly very beautifully written,
and they fill twenty thick quarto volumes. The collection consists
altogether of such papers as had never been printed before, and most
of the letters are copied from the originals, their orthography being
carefully preserved. Each document is furnished with a notice of
whence it has been taken. There are documents extending over
several centuries, hut for the most })art they belong to the times in
which Bergius himself lived. Agreeably to his wishes, which were
complied with hy his surviving brother, this collection became the
property of the Academy of Sciences. In ohedience to his directions,
it was placed in a box, sealed with the Academy's and his brother's
seal, and deposited in the Riksens SHinder Bank, where it was to
remain unopened until after the lapse of fifty years, when the Academy
of Sciences might remove it and have it opened. In the year 1835,
the seals were broken, and the collection was handed over by the
Academy of Sciences to Professor Geijer, with instructions to examine
it and report upon it."
The sources on which Bergius drew for the documents respecting
Swedenhorg that are found in his collection, were Swedenhorg's
correspondence, which was presented to the Academy of Sciences by
his heirs in 1772, together with all his other manuscripts. The most
important of these letters Bergius embodied in his collection, but
there was a large number which he did not consider of sufficient importance to copy. The whole of Swedenhorg's correspondence has
since disappeared from the Library of the Academy of Sciences,
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nnd the transcript made from it by Bergius is all that has been
handed down to us. It seems providential to us that so ma11y of
the letters addressed to Swedenhorg, and also first draughts of
letters written by him, have thus been preserved.
The fact of a number of Swedenborg's letters having been
preserwd by Bergius, was not known before the winter of 1868.
During the visit of the editor of these Documents tQ Sweden in
that year, it occurred to the Librarian of the Academy of Sciences~
Mr. Ahbtrand, to ascertain whether there were any of Swedenborg's
letters in the Bergius collection; and on meeting with a considerable
number he communicated his discovery to him. On examining the
collection more closely, the euitor found in it, in audition, more
than thirty letters addressed by Bishop J esper Swedberg to Councillor Rosenadler, 51 the censor of the press, one letter of Count Hopken
respecting Swede11horg, which is introduced in Note 32, and two important letters of Baron Tilas, addressed to Count Cronstedt, contained in Section X.

PETER SCHO~STROM.
Peter Schonstrom, as appears from Document 9, A~ Table III, I,
was the eldest son of Assessor Peter Schonstrom, brother of Bishop
J esper Swedberg. He was born in 1682, became captain in the
".Adelsfanan," (the corps of nobility), received the title of lieutenantcolonel in 1722, retired in 1726, and died in 1746. In 1709, he was
made prisoner near the Dnieper, and taken to Solikamsk, where he
was detained till the end of the war in 1722. "In addition to his
merits as a soldier," the Swedish Biographical Lexicon says, "he
was a very well read man, and during his captivity in Russia he
improved his opportunities by collecting much information relating
to the history of the North." He wrote a work under the title of
"Short directions for improving Swedish history," which was finished
in 17 41, hut remained unpublished till 1816. His critical investigations
into the early history of Sweuen are greatly praised, and he is said
to have starteu many ideas which have since been adopted by
S\vedish scholars. According to Anrep, 48 Peter Schonstrom, in 1719,
married Agneta Skogh, daughter of Lieutenant-colonel C'laes J ohan
Skogh aud 1\fargaretha Elisabeth Armfelt. By her he had three
sons alHl two daughters. Agneta died in 1767 at the age of seventy
One of his daughters was married to Baron Urnskuld, and died in
42
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1804. One of the sons, J ohan Albrecht, who died in 1783, was
contre-admiral; and another, Abraham Daniel, who died in 1809,
was major-general.
NOTE 48.

ANREP'S ATTAR-TAFLOR.
Anrep's Attar-Taflor, in four large volumes, is a digest of the
genealogical tables and registers of the House of Nobles (Riddarhuset)
in Stockholm. It is the Swedish Book of Nobles, which appeared
from 1857 to 1864. Too much praise cannot he awarded to this
work, which has been executed with the greatest accuracy and
completeness, and upon which we have largely drawn in the preparation of these notes.
NOTE 49.

OLOF RUDBECK.
Olof Rudbeck the younger, son of Olaus Rudbeckius the elder,
Professor at Upsal, was born in 1660. Atterbom says of him in
the Appendix to his "Siare och Skalder," p. 132: "Already in his
father's life-time he became his successor at U psal as Professor of
Anatomy and Botany. In 1739 he received the appointment of
Archiater or Royal Physician, and died in 1740. This Rudbeck
could not certainly be compared with his father, the author of the
"Atlantica," in the colossal dimensions of his polyhistorical and
universal knowledge, yet he was a man of extensive erudition. He
inherited much of his father's love for botany and antiquarian lore.
but much less of his genius, and still less of his personal energy,
"\Vhile he was taxing his brain to discover a likeness between the
Hebrew, Gothic, and Laponian languages, and was compiling a
Thesaurus Linguarum Asice, Africce, et Europce hannonicus, which,
besides other things, was to prove philologically his father's fundamental
theory, the study of anatomy, medicine, and botany reached the lowest
})OSsible ebb in the university. Still, according to Gezelius, he was
one of t.he principal helpers of Benzelius in establishing the Society
of Sciences at Upsa1. After the removal of Benzelius to Gotten burg
as its hishop, and afterwards to Linkoping, Ruclbeck's zeal slackened
considerably, and the publication of the "Acta Literaria" of the
Society proceeded very slowly. And the Lexicon Harrnonicum,
which consists of ten quarto volumes, and in copying which four
students were engaged for many years, remains unpublished to this
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day, and is preserved in the University-Library of Upsal." Rudbeck
was married three times; his second wife was Auna Catharina.
Schonstrom, Swedenhorg's first cousin (see Document 9, A, Table III,
2). He was also at one time joint-owner with Swedenhorg of tho
Schillon iron-works, at Skinskatteberg (see Document 130).
NOTE 50.

BRI'rA BEHM.
Brita Behm, daughter of Assessor Albrecht Behm, ·was born in
1670, and hence was a younger sister of Swedenhorg's mother. In
1684, she married Professor Johan Schwede of Upsal university,
who died in 1697; and she followed her husband in 1755, in her
eighty-fifth year. During a protracted illness of her only brother,
Captain Albrecht De Behm, she had charge of his estate, which
consisted mainly of mining property at Axmar in Helsingland. That
her management was most judicious is admitted by Bishop Swedberg
in Document 21, where he says, "If there had been any other to superintend, there would certainly have been much less to divide." She seems
on the whole to have been endowed less with feminine grace than with
masculine will and energy; at all events, in her intercourse with De
Behrn's heirs, and afterwards with Emanuel Sweden borg, she manifested
a most stubborn and even vindictive spirit. In the first place, on
account of some irrelevant objections, she refused to proceed with
the division of De Behm's property, until compelled by law to do
so; and after she had become joint owner with Sweden borg of Axmar,
she was an endless som·ce of vexatiou and trouble to him, so that
he was twice forced to go to law with her. Particulars of these
transactions will be found in Document 132. According to an entry
of Swedenborg's in the manuscript volume containing his "Spiritual
Diary," Brita's abettor in these matters was one the initial of whose
name was B, and who, as we have shown in Note 8, was no other
than Lars Benzelstierna, Swedenborg's own brother-in-law. Of this
B. he says in the passage mentioned (see "Swedenhorg's Drommar,"
p. 72), that Brita Behm admitted she had been instigated by him;
and he further adds, that B. himself was convicted of having incited
Brita Behm to begin a law-suit alJOut the division of Axmar. Later
in life Swedenborg's relations with Brita Behm seem to have beeu more
amicable; in the "Drommar," p. 47, he mentions a very pleasingincident he had with her in a dream, and the o11ly other reference
he makes to her in the "Spiritual Diary" (No. 5837), is to the effect
that he conversed with her three days after her death. Brita Behlll
42*
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had two daughters; one of whom, Eva Schwede, was married in
1714 to J ohan Rosenadler,51 and the other, Catharina Schwede (see
Documents 12 and 18), was married in 1730 to Joachim von N eres, 105
Councillor of Chancery. Brita survived both her daughters, the
former having died in 1717, the latter in 1735.

NOTE 51.

JOHAN ROSENADLER.
J ohan Rosenadler, who before he was ennobled in 1719 bore
the name of Upmarck. In his capacity of Censor of the Press he
became intimately connected with all Swedish authors and writers,
and among them with Bishop Swedberg, with whom moreover he
was connected by the ties of friendship and relationship through his
marriage with Eva Schwede, daughter of Brita Behm (see Note 50).
Twenty-four letters (Documents 11 to 24), addressed by Swedberg to
Rosenadler, bear witness of a friendly relation between them. Towards the Bishop's son, Emanuel, who was a student at Upsal while
Rosenadler filled the post of professor there, he seems to have been
less drawn; at least in 1709 Swedenborg wrote concerning him to
Ericus Benzelius (see Document 36), "Professor Upmarck for some
reason or other seems to be angry with me, after having, towards
the close, often shown himself dissatisfied with me; all this I had
heard before, and I quite understand it; but I hope my fates will
not continue so unpropitious that he will always remain thus
unapproachable to me." That Swedenborg, however, bore no grudge
of any kind towards Rosenadler appears from Document 47, where
he, in 1715, writes, "I am exceedingly glad to hear that Professor
Upmarck and sister Eva Schwede are united in tlzalamo et lecto; I
wish them every kind of happiness. I had intended to celebrate the
occasion in a carmen nuptiale, but as it is now too late, it will
probably be a carmen geniale." Nevertheless J ohan Rosenadler came
afterwards into unpleasant personal relations with Swedenborg, as he
was obliged to represent his mother-in-law Brita Behm in the lawsuits which she carried on with her nephew (see Document 132). In
his public capacity Rosenadler was much respected and revered by
his fellow-countrymen; and his critics characterize him as "the most
eloquent speaker of whom Swedish literature can boast."
The "Swedish Biographical Lexicon" says respecting him, "He
was born at Upsal in 1664, and devoted himself from his early
boyhood to the study of the sciences and of many European languages;
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he was also reno'\n1ecl for his skill in fencing and g:rmnastic exercises;
he graduated with high honours, and then went abroad, where he
also studied fortification. After his return home he was appointed
in 1696 assistant professor of Philosophy at U psal. II e was the first
native Swede who hecame Professor Skytteanus at Upsal by the
unanimous recommendation of the Philosophical Faculty and the
Academical Consistory. In 1716 he was appointed Censo1· Liurorum,
and in 1719, when he was ennohled, he assumed the name of
Rosenadler, although he had already made the name of Upmarck
famous in science and eloquence. In 1722 he received the title of
Councillor of Chancery, with a seat in the College of Chancery and
a vote in every thing that pertained to his office as censor. He
resigned his office in 1737, when he received the title of Secretary
of State. He died in Stockholm in 17 43. Rosenadler was a great
orator, and was esteemed on accmmt of his thorough erudition. He
presided at many disputatious, aud delivered many Latin orations
and eulogies, which are prized as master-pieces." Such was the
judgment that was passed upon Rosenadler in this life; in the other
life he appeared <lifferently. Swedenhorg says concerning him in the
"Diary" (No. 5700): "There are many who arc able to confirm anything they please so dextrously, that it appears altogether as if it were
true; and on that account they are reputed in the world as learned
and more rational than others; when yet they have scarcely any
understanding of the truth, and their whole mind is closed and in
obscurity. This was especially seen in the case of Hosenadler, who
was able to confirm anything he pleased, and so dextrously that it
could scarcely he done better hy any one else; and after it was thus
confirmed, he believed it to be true. He was thought to possess a
more iuterior understanding and discrimination than others; and as
he had such a faculty for confirmiug things, he was sent to a place
where interior thought prevailed, when he became completely hlind,
so that he could see nothing; such was the case with him whenever
he was called upon to think interiorly. He therefore insisted, as he
had believed in the world, that he could make any thiug true that
he chose; he was, however, instructed experimentally, that this is a
fallacy, and that he was even utterly unahle to see and understand
that which is true in itself." Hosenadler had two sons. rrhe elder,
J ohan Adrian, presented his father's library to the Gymnasium at
Carlstadt, its own having been destroyed hy fire. His youuger sou,
Carl Albrecht, gave the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm, of which
he was a memlJer, a handsome sum of mouey to help to purchase the building it now occupies, hesides making a consideralJle
addition to its library aud to its numismatic collection.
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NOTE 52.

JESPER SWEDENBORG.
Jesper Swedenborg, the youngest son of Bishop Swedberg, was
born Aug. 28, 1694. He was his father's favourite son, and, as
appears from Document 35, was named after him, "because he was
born the same day of the year, and the same hour of the day." In
that document the Bishop states that the name J esper means "he
will write," a name, he says, which his son made good, "for he is fond
of writing and writes much." Yet only one small work of his is
known, Den sista basun ofver Tysklrmd (The last trumpet about
Germany), which was printed at Skara in 1724. This work is dedicated to Count Ducker, Councillor of State, and in the dedication
J esper relates the events of his life. In his youth he went to England to learn navigation, and afterwards to New Sweden in America,
where he was schoolmaster for five years in the parish of RathkungsKihl. He returned to Sweden in 1724. A letter, written to him
in that year by his father, is preserved (Document 131), in which
he advises him to remain in America. "There would be no
use," he says, "in your being here, where you would only waste
the best years of ~'our life. Yon 'nite well, are good at figures,
and, thank God, are unmarried. Try to find a good wife, with some
do,ny. l\fay God lead you in His good ways!" Either this letter
'vas too late or the advice was disregarded, for in a letter dated
August 20, 1724 (Document 102), Emanuel writes to Ericus Benzelius that on his return home he there met his brother J esper. The
letter in which Bishop Swedberg advised his son to remain in
America informed him,· that by the decease of Sara Bergia, the
Bishop:s second wife, he had become entitled to a considerable
sum of money. The Bishop congratulated his son on his good
fortune, saying his wife had intended all her property to go to
Emanuel, and only on his earnest representations to her when on
her deathbed, had she consented to the other children being co·heirs
·with her favourite step-son. In 1725, J esper was hesitating about
returning to America, and asked his brother Emanuel's advice (see
Document 104); he decided however to remain at home, and entered
the Swedish army as lieutenant. In 1727, he married Christina
Silversvard, daughter of Major Gustav Silversvard and Miirta Reutersvard. After his marriage he seems to have retired to the colmtry;
for his brother-in-la,v, Dean Unge, soon after wrote to Emanuel
(Document 111), "Brother Jesper Sweclenborg has bought a little
estate, RO that he too can take care of himself; the best thing in his
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case is, that he IS sober and saving, does not run into expenses, and
has a good and pious wife." The name of his estate was Swedendahl; from that place he addressed a letter in 1740 to Ericus
Benzelius (Document 126), in which he asks his assistance to obtain
from Lars Benzelstierna 8 money which he wrongly withheld from
him. The year of his death is not recorded. He had ten children
(see Document 9, p. 92); eight of whom were daughters. From his
son J esper Gustav, who was born in 1736, the Swedenborg family
of the present day are descended.

NOTE 53.

URBAN HJ:-i.RNE.
Urban Hjarne, a celebrated Swede, was born in Ingermanland in
1641. He was considered one of the greatest scientific men in
Sweden of his time. He first studied medicine; but in 1675 he
became Assessor in the College of l\Iiues, a position which he filled
until 1696, when he was appointed physician to the King. In 1678,
he made known the virtues of the mineral spring at l\Iedevi, which
was opened for patients in the following year. Soon after, he instituted the first chemical laboratory in Sweden, by which he established his reputation as a chemist. He also directed the attention
of his country to the mining interest, and was instrumental in opening ag-ain the mines at Sala and Fahlun. In 1713, he was appointed
Yice-President of the College of l\Iines, in which capacity he made
the acquaintance of Swedenhorg who was appointed extraordinary
Assessol' in the College, in 1716. Hjarne seems to have been steadily opposed to Swedenborg, looking upon him as having received his
office through royal favouritism, and not from his scientific attainments. Perhaps Hjarne visited upon young Swedenborg the wrath
he entertained against his father, Bishop Swedberg, whose publication,
"The Shibboleth," treating on Swedish orthography, he opposed and
criticised in terms of unmeasured severity, (see Document 10, p. 133,
and Documents 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18). In Document 76, Swedenborg says concerning him, "\Vhat ought to he done with this Hjiirne?
Should he be allowed to make such a scandalous personal attack?
If he had only attacked the subject itself, and supported it with
arguments-hut he makes a personal assault. 1 have read through
his Chemistry, aad find that he is hut slightly grounded in the
principles upon which chemistry is founded." lll Document82 he writes:
"By the first opportunity I will send Dcetlalus, Part VI, to VicePresident Hjarne with a courteous, hut at the same time decided
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letter, warning him to stop his impertinencies; because it is quite
possible that some one may show up the puerilities and short-comings
in scientific matters, which he has had the daring to publish." Still
from expressions in some of his later letters, S·wedenborg seems to
have thought better of Hjarne, and to have been on better terms
with him. After the death of Charles XII, Hjarne was one of those,
who took a leading part in limiting the royal power, and Ulrica
Eleonora being elected sovereign of Sweden, he resigned his various
offices, and soon after, in 1724, died in his eighty-third year. Although
Hjtirne mixed up the natural sciences with mysticism, and had a
leaning towards the ancient alchemists, still he did a great amount
of good to his country; and although impetuous, he was srncere.
Compare on this subject, "The spiritual Diary," no. 6036.

NOTE 54.

PROFESSOR ELFVIUS.
Per Elfvius was professor of astronomy and a member of the
Literary Society of U psal. Although not possessed of much original
genius himself (see his remarks on Newton's theory of gravitation in
Document 42, p. 227), he seems to have had the power or art of
awakening genius in others, and of stimulating their zeal for the
advancement of science. This appears from a letter (Document 42)
which he addressed to Swedenborg when in London in 1711, and in
which he urges him to visit the Royal Astronomer Flamsteecl, at
Greenwich, and instructs him how to turn his visit to the greatest
advantage. This appears also from the interest he took in young
Vassenius (see the S\veclish "Biografiskt Lexicon," Vol. 20, p. 337), and
from the great affection and respect in which he was held by Swedenborg till the time of his death in 1718 (see Document 77, p. 322).
His son Per, who was eight years old at the time of his father's
death, became more generally known as an astronomer and mathematician; through his influence, while he was Secretary of the Aca·
demy of Sciences, the astronomical observatory in Stockholm was
erected. Professor Elfvius, the elder, married Annica Spole, daughter
of Anders Spole, professor of mathematics at U psal; her brother
Lars, who on being ennobled was called Rosenborg, was married to
Magdalena Scl1onstrom, first cousin of Emanuel Swedenborg (see
Document 9, p. 85 ).
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NOTE 55.

DR. ED)IUND HALLEY.
Dr. Edmund Halley, the eminent English astronomer, was born
in 1656. He first studied the languages and sciences, but at length
devoted himself exclusively to astronomy. In 1676, he went to the
Island of St. Helena to complete the catalogue of fixed stars by the
addition of those that lie near the south pole; whence he returned
to England in 1678. In 1683, he published his theory of the
magnetism of the compass. He supposes the glo he to be a great
magnet, with four magnetical poles, or poiuts of attraction; but
afterwards, thinking that this theory was liable to great ol~jections,
he obtained iu 1798 the command of the "Paramour Pink," with
orders to seek by observations to diHcover the rule of variations,
and to lay down the longitudes and latitudes of His l\Iajesty's
settlements iu America. Having made observations at St. Helena,
Brazil, Cape Yerd, Barbadoes, the Madeiras, the Canaries~ the
coast of Barbary, and many other latitudes, he retumed home
in 1700, and in 1701, published a general chart, showing at one
view, the variation of the compass in all those places. After having
made other journeys through Europe, and collected additional observations, he returned to England in 1703, when he was made professor
of geometry in the University of Oxford, and received the degree of
LL.D. In 1713, he was made Secretary of the Royal Society; in
1720, Astronomer Royal at the observatory at Greenwich; and in
1720, a member of the Academy of Sciences in Paris. His principal
works are: 1. Catalogus Stellarum Austral-tum. 2. Talmlce Astronomicce. 3. "An Abridgment of the Astronomy of Comets," &c. Concerning Swedenhorg's connexion with Dr. Halley, see Document 44,
p. 222, Document 45, p. 227, and Document 200, p. 578.
NOTE 56.

FLAMSrl'EED .

•Toim Flamsteed, a celebrated English Astronomer, was born at
Derby in 1646. In his early youth he was a zealous student of
astronomy; and on becoming acquainted in J.~o1Hlon with Newton
and Halley, he was in Hi7G appointed hy King Charles II, astronomer
at the newly erected observatory (Pla~steed House) at Greenwich.
There he continued to be a most industrious observer of the starry
heavens till the time of his death in 1719, when he was succeeded
by Halley. 55 He long delayed the publication of his observations;
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but by command of Queen Anne, he published the results of his
observations in 1712, under the title of Historia cadestis Britannica.
This work appeared in a new and improved form, after his death
in 1725, under the editorship of Halley. His catalogue of 3000
stars, which was more correct and complete than any that had
previously been published, was afterwm:ds corrected and very greatly
enlarged by Herschel. After Flamsteed's death in 1729 his costly
Atlas cadestis in twenty-five large maps was also printed; and a
new and improved edition of it with twenty-eight maps in 1753.
Swedenborg was personally acquainted with Flamsteed, as appears
from Documents 40 (p. 210), 42, 43 (pp. 218-220).
NOTE 57.

JEAN PAUL BIGNON.
Jean Paul Bignon, Abbe of Saint Quentin, was one of the forty
of the French Academy, and honorary member of the Academy oi
Sciences, and of the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres.
He was horn in Paris in 1662. After the death of the Abbe de
Louvois in 1718, he became the Royal Librarian. That he might
devote himself exclusively to the duties of this office, he parted
with his own handsome library. He was a very diligent correspondent of Ericus Benzelius, Swedenborg's brother,in-law (Cf. Document 44, p. 222, and Document 45, p. 226). He died in 17 43. He
has not left any ''orks of importance behind him, to perpetuate his
memory, although he was a celebrated pulpit orator and a man of
great learning. Concerning him Swedenhorg says in his "Spiritual
Diary," (no. 4839:) "It was perceived from various experiences that
Babel exists when the doctrine of the Church is received that it
may serve for purposes of dominion, and finally that persons may become gods and have dominion over heaven and earth. Another one
(Abbe Bignon) also approached, and when he perceived \Yhat Swab 66
was doing, he, influenced by a similar desire, strove also to ackuowledge the doctrine of the Church, and thus to incline the Lord in
his favour, that he might obtain rule."
NOTE 58.

ERICUS BENZELSTJERNA.
Ericus Benzelius, afterw~rds Benzelstjerna, son of Ericus Benzelius
and Anna Sweden borg, daughter of Bishop Swedberg. He was
Swedenhorg's favourite nephew, and his uncle took a great interest
in him, as appears from the many references he made to him in his
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letters to his father; and especially from a letter written by his
father Ericus Benzelius to Em. Swedenborg (Document 106). He
was horn in 1705, and died in 1770. For further particulars con·
cerning him see Document 9, p. 88.
lo:OTE
.
59.

PHILIPPE DE LAHIRE.
Philippe de Lahire, one of the most industrious and useful
geometricians of France, was born in Paris in 1640. Some works
on conic sections and the cycloid curve, which he published between
1673 and 1676, opened to him the doors of the Academy of Sciences
in 1678. From 1680 to 1689, he executed many geodesical surveys
of France, and continued the measurement of the famous meridian
commenced by Picard, which was, however, interrupted hy the death
of Colbert. In 1689, he published his first work on astronomy. His
learning was not, however, limited to mathematics and astronomy,
but extended to all hranches of physical science. Fontenelle said
concerning him, that in Lahire alone one might have had an entire Academy of Sciences. He was for a long time professor of
mathematics in the Royal College of France, and at the same time
professor of architecture. He died in 1719, in his seventy-ninth year.
His most famous work is his Talntlce astronomicro printed in quarto
in 1702. These tahles have heen translated into all the languages
of Europe and even into Hindostanee; and they have been surpassed
only by those of Halley. Concerning Swedenborg's acquaintance
with Lahire, see Document 45, p. 226.
NOTE 60.

PIERRE V ARRIG ~ON.
Pierre Varrignon, the celebrated geometrician, was horn at Caen
in 1654. He arrived in Paris in 1686, ami puhlished in the following year a work entitled: "Le PrQjet cl'une nouvelle l\Iecanique,"
hy which he soon became favourahly known in the leamed world.
On the merits of this work he became, in 1688, professor of
mathematics in the College l\Iazarin; lmt his duties in this position
did not prevent him from atteucliug the sessions of the Academy
where he fre(1uently delivered lectures. He was one of the first in
France to recognize the advantages to be gained by a study of the
differential and integral calculus, and was one of the most ardent
defenders of the geometry of infinitesimals. In 1704, he succeeded
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Duhamel in the chair of philosophy in the College of France. He
was a member of the Royal Society of London, and of the Academy
of Berlin. He died in Paris in 1722. His eulogy at the Academy
was pronounced by Fontenelle. Swedenborg was intimately acquainted
with V arrignon, as appears from Document 45, p. 226.
NOTE 61.

JOHAN PALMQVIST.
J ohan Palmqvist, the Swedish ambassador at the Hague from
1702 to 1715, was Swedenborg's patron during his stay in Holland
in 1713. Swedenborg says of him in Document 45, p. 240, "During my stay in Holland I was most of the time in Utrecht, where
the Diet met, and where I was in great favour with Ambassador
Palmqvist, who had me every day at his house; every day also
I discussed on algebra with him. He is a great mathematician, and
also a great algebraist. He wished me not to go away." During
his stay at Utrecht, Swedenborg addressed a Latin poem to Palmqvist
upon the arrival of his wife, who had lately presented him with
a daughter. This poem occupies pages 6 to 9 of Swedenborg's
Lurlus Heliconius, Dr. Tafel's edition. Swedenborg expected a great
deal from Palmqvist, who had in 1714 risen to the post of High
Chancellor (Hofkansltir), as we may see from Document 47; but he
died very soon after in the beginning of 1716. In Anrep's AttarTaflor (Vol. III, p. 146) we read further concerning him: "He was
connected with the College of Chancery in 1678, became secretary
of the commission at the French court in 1686; resident minister
in France in 1697; and in 1702, he was appointed Extraordinary
Ambassador to the General States. In 1714 he became High Chancellor;
and died in Stockholm in January, 1716. He married Anna Christina
Lindstow, daughter of the Dutch General Lindstow. Their daughter
Margaretha Sophia was married to Boneauskold,l3° the Secretary
of State.
NOTE 62.

LEIBNITZ.
The celebrated philosopher, Leibnitz, whom Swedenborg, according to Document 47, desired to see, resided at that time in
Hanover, although he was absent in Vienna when Swedenborg
passed through Hanover in 1715. Leibnitz died the year following,
in his seventy-second year. Swedenborg describes several meetings
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which he had with him in the spiritual world. In a 1\[emorahle
Relation appended to "r.rhe Intercourse between the Soul and the
Body" (n. 19), he describes a discussion which he had with the
followers of Aristotle, Descartes, and Leilmitz, at which the authors
of these three systems of philosophy were present. This 1\Iemorahle
Relation is also inserted in the "True Christian Rcligiou" (n. G9fi).
Iu Appendi_x I to the "Spiritual Diary" (p. 84), Swedenhorg gives
the result of a conversation which he had with Leilmitz on "monads"
or "simple substance," and also on "pre-established harmony."
NOTE 63.

GUSTAV CRONH.JELl\I.
Gustav Cronhjelm, as Secretary of State, signed the royal warrant
appointing Swedenhorg an assessor in the College of Mines (see
Documents 143 and 144). From this it appears that he was the
person of whom Swedenborg writes in Document G7: "As my enemies
had played too many intrigues with the above-mentioned warrant,
and had couched it in ambiguous terms, I sent it back to His l\Iajesty
with some comments, well knowing on v1rhom I had to t'lepeml; when
there was immediately granted me a new one, and likewise a gracious
letter to the College of 1\[ines. 1\Iy opponent had to sit down at
the King's own table and write this out in duplicate in two forms;
of which the King selected the best; so that those who had sought
to injure me, were glad to escape with honour and reputation." In
1713, Cronhjelm had heen appointed Chancellor of the University of
Lund; partly for this reason, and partly also on account of the
influence which he had with Charles XII, Sweden horg dedicated to
him his little work, Cmnena B01·ea, which was published in Greifs·
walde in 1715. The first fable in the hook also treats of him, yet
it does not seem that Swedenborg thereby propitiated Cronhjelm.
Cronhjelm was born in IG64; in 1688, he became chamherlain to the
Cro,vn-prince; in 1698, governor of "\Vestmanland; in 1710, he was
marshal of the Diet which met in that year, and in the same year
he was made a senator. In 1712, he was created a count; and in 1719,
he became Chancellor of the University of Upsal and President of Cl1ancery, which is equivalent to being prime minister of Sweden. In
consequence of a violent altercation he had with Prince Frederic
of Hesse, the husband of (~neen Ulrica Eleonora, he fell into disgrace
at Court, and was ol>lige<.l to .resign the office of prime minister. He
continued, however, to hold the chancellorship of the University until
his death in 1737.
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NOTE 64.

HED\VIG

ELEO~ORA.

Hedwig Eleonora, the Queen Dowager, who is mentioned in Documents 49 and 50, was the grandmother. of Charles XII, and wife of
Charles X (Charles Gustavus of Zweibriicken), who died in 1660.
Prof. Atterbom in his note to Document 49, speaks of her thus:
"The Queen Dowager, Hedwig Eleonora, died three days afterwards,
on November 24, in her eightieth year. Her son, Charles XI, did
not derive his best qualities from her; her influence on his education and on his married life, and also on the childhood of her
grandson, Charles XII, has contributed in no small degree to Sweden's misfortunes. Still the remembrance of all these things is
drowned in a just feeling of pity for the aged mother of the two
Charleses (Cada-modren), on seeing her a witness of Sweden's sudden
fall from that height on which she herself had been enthroned, and
also on beholding her on her deathbed surrounded by the gloomiest
forebodings; nay, in her very last moments being uncertain whether
her grandson, who was beleaguered in Stralsund, was not then a
prisoner in t~e hands of his too powerful enemies. Charles XII,
who, on the very day of her death, was boldly resisting an assault
of the enemy against his walls, did not land in Sweden until the
13th of December. On the 17th the Adjutant-general Zander arrived
in Stockholm bringing this news."
NOTE 65.

GUSTAV BENZELSTJERNA.
Gustav Benzelstjerna, a younger brother of Ericus Benzelius, whose
name frequently occurs in Swedenborg's letters to Ericus Benzelius,
(see Documents 49, 54, 61, etc.) was born in 1683. He was at first clerk
in the Royal Archives; and in 1732 was made Royal Librarian. On
the resignation of Rosenadler, 51 in 1737, he became Censor of the Press,
and died in 1746. He is known in the learned world by his "Correspondence" with his brother Ericus, which was edited by Liden, the
librarian of Linkoping, and which is full of interesting information.
Swedenborg mentions Gustav Benzelstjerna in his "Spiritual Diary"
in several places; in the "Larger Diary'1 (p. 69) he says of him:
"In the external form he seemed honest, but it appeared that he
led a [difierent] life when by himself. It was Iris custom, when
answering those against whom he entertained evil thoughts, to chide
them with such cutting sarcasms as would wound them interiorly, so
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that they could not make any reply to them. He was so accustomed
to the use of such sarcasms that they flowed spontaneously from his
interiors; he therefore burned with the intention as it were of killing
the souls of others." His fate in the other world is described in the
same passage. See also the "Smaller Diary," no. 4548; and the
"Larger Diary," nos. 4851, 5701, 5702, 5900, 5962, 59783 6028.

NOTE 66.

ANDERS S\VAB.

A.
Anders Swab was born in 1681. His father was Anton Swab,
a mining official at Fahlun, and his mother Helena Bergia, sister of
Bishop Swedberg's second wife. After the death of Helena Bergia,
his father married Christina Arrhusia, ·who, on the death of her
husband, became the third wife of Bishop Swedberg (see Document 10,
p. 151, and Document 15; see also the footnote on page 83). Auders
Swab studied at Upsal, and became auscultant in the College of
1\Iines in 1702; and master of mines (bergnu~sta1·e) at Stora KopparbergsHin in 1714. In 1716, he was appointed assessor in the College
of Mines, and was ennobled in 1719. In 1730, he became councillor
of mines, and died the year following in Stockholm. From 1709 to
1713, he travelled ahroad and visited the mining districts of Bohemia;
he has the reputation of haYing contributed much towards the development of the mining interest of Sweden. Anders Swab was married
to Elisaheth Brink (see footnote to Document 62), the widow of
SwedenLorg's younger ln·other Eliezer. The following testimony is
horne by Swedenborg in his "Spiritual Diary" (n. 5042), in respect to
SwaVs administration in the miniug district ofFahlun: "The inhalJitants
of this district are more interiorly wicked than those of the others,
hut they have been made worse in recent times than they were before.
This has heen done 1Jy their governor (A. Swab), who has macle a
division among the people in this wise: hy gains and bribes he allured
them, and all who were on his side he rewarded; he also honoured
them hy deed as ·well as in word. 'rhe rest, whoever they may have
been, "hether sincere or insincere, lte persecutetl in every possible
manuer; he deprived them of their gains, and calumniated them
himself and through others. In one word, from a feeling of internal
hatred he sowetl discord in every community there; aud the consequence was, that they, among whom sincerity had formerly prevailed from an hereditary priuciple, and -.·:ho had beeu iuteriorly
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wise, by the destruction of this sincerity have now become among
the worst of their class." Additional information respecting A. Swab's
spiritual condition is given in the "Smaller Diary," no. 4627, and
also on p. 53; likewise in the "Larger Diary," nos. 4701, 4835,
4839 (see note 58), 4842, 4843.

B.
ANTON SWAB.
Anton Swab, who is mentioned in Documents 101, 107, and 114,
was a step-brother of Emanuel Swedenhorg's, his mother, Christina
Arrhusia, having been, as already stated, the third wife of Bishop
Swedberg. Anton Swab was horn in 1702 at Fahlun; he studied
at Upsal, became auscultant in the College of Mines in 1723; was
made master of mines (bergmiistare) at Skane in 1736; fellow of the
Academy of Sciences in 1742; assessor in the College of Mines in
17 48; councillor of l\Iines in 1751, when he was also ennobled. He
was never married, and died in 1768. Like his brother he interested
himself very much in mining matters, and he undertook journeys to
other countries in order to perfect himself in the science and art of
mining.

c.
JOHANNES 1\IOR.LEUS.
Johannes l\Iorreus, who is mentioned together with Anders Swab
in Document 50, was first cousin to Emanuel Sweclenhorg, his mother
Barhro being a sister of Bishop Swedberg. His father was taxcommissioner at Fahlun, and his grandfather, Magister Petrus J onre,
was Rector of Mora, and subsequently of Fahlun. After the death
of his father in 1678, he was educated in Stockholm at the expense
of Bishop Swedberg, who was then regimental chaplain. On leaving
school, he was apprenticed to a chemist. After Bishop Swedberg
had removed to Upsal, he appointed l\Iorreus in 1696 private tutor
to his son Emanuel, who was then eight years old. He remained at
Upsal seven years, enjoying the tuition of Rudbeck, Roberg, and
other eminent professors, imparting at the same time the rudiments
of learning to his young and gifted pupil. In 1703 he travelled abroad
at the expense of his uncle J esper Swedberg, who meanwhile had
been advanced to the bishopric of Skara. After stucl;ying medicine
under Boerhave at Leyden for a year.. and spending another year in
Paris, he retumed home, having obtained the degree of doctor of
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medicine at Rheims. By the kind offices of Bishop Swedberg he
was appointed provincial physician at Skara, where for four years
he resided in the Bishop's house at Brunsho. He afterwards received
the appointment of physician to the mining district around Fahlun.
Here he married and settled on the estate called Sweden, the
homestead of the Swedberg family. He had seven children, the eldest
of whom, Sara Elisabeth, was married to the celebrated Linnreus,
so that the great Swedish hotanist became related hy marriage to
Emanuel Swedenhorg; yet as this marriage did not take place until
1739, Swedenhorg, as we have shown in Note 16, was probably not
much acquainted with him. l\Iorreus died in 1742, on his estate of
Sweden, in his seventy-first year, having enJoyed. excellent health
during the whole of his life. He was highly esteemed hoth for his
professional skill and for his social and domestic virtues; and it is
most gratifying to learn from the "Spiritual Diary," that the good
reputation which 1\[orreus acquired in this world followed him into
the other; for we read concerning him in no. 4717: "l saw two men
who were good and had been known to me in the world (l\Iorreus
and Bierchenius129); they appeared with an entirely different face
from what they had before. For good conjoined with truth forms
the face, and every angel and good spirit is the form of his ovm
good which has received form." It is very satisfactory to know that
both the father, from whom Swedenborg derived his hereditary qualities,
and the teacher who guided his childhood in the acquirement of knowledge, were really good men.

NOTE 67.

JOHAN RENRIC

\YER~ER.

J ohan Henrie \Verner, Swedenborg's publisher, was printer to
His 1\lajesty the King, and also to the University of U}>Sal. ln 1722
he received the title of "Directeur." From Sweden borg's description
of his character in Document 50, he does not seem to have been
actuated hy generous impulses. He printed and published the Drerlalus
H!!perboreus, and all the author's other works written in the Swedish
lauguage, with the exception of one, "Om J ordens Gfmg och Sttmd/'
which was published at Skara. For Bishop Swedberg's opinion of
"' emer 8ee Documents 17 and 19.
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NOTE 68.

STARBO.
Starho, the name of an iron-\vork ·in the parish of N orrberke,
or rather N orrbarke, in Dalecarlia. It is situated at the northern
extremity of Lake Barken, near the borough of Smedjebacken. In
the district around this place there are numerous iron-works and
mines. The country itself is described as most beautiful and picturesque, and it is not surprizing therefore that it was a favourite
resort of the Swedberg family, and of Swedenborg in particular.
Starbo was the property of Bishop Swedberg's second wife, Sara
Bergia (see Document 10, p. 147), who was the daughter of Anders
B. Bergius, the Dean and pastor of the N orrherke parish. During
her life-time the works seem to haye been managed mostly by Lars
Benzelstjerna,8 who was the master or governor of mines of the
district from 1713 to 1722, and who, during the ·whole of that time,
seems to have resided at Starho, since this is put do\V1l as the birthplace of some of his children. Sara Bergia left the whole of the
estate to Emanuel 8-wedenborg, ·as appears from Document 131, lmt
with the proviso that he should pay the other children their share
in money. From a memorandum on the fly-leaf of one of the volumes
containing the "Spiritual Diary" it appears that Swedenborg possessed
one-half of Starbo, and Lars Benzelstjerna the other. Regarding
the relations between them consult .X ote 8.

NOTE 69.

ERIC ESBERG.
Eric Esherg, of whom Sweclenborg in Documents 54 and 81
speaks as brother Esberg, was the son of Dr. Zacharias A. Esberg,
Dishop of W exio, and Christina Benzelia, an elder sister of Ericus
Benzelius. He was born in Stockholm in 1699, where his father was
at that time chaplain to the Queen Dowager, Hedwig Eleonora, 64 and
rector of the church on the Riddarholm. He studied at Upsal; in
1720, he became auscultant in the College of l\Iines; in 1740, master
of mines, and in 1747, assessor in the College of Mines. In 1751 he
was ennobled, when he assumed the name of Bergenskold. In 1757
he became councillor of mines. He died in 1769. In Document 61
Swedenborg speaks of the Esbergs in the plural number, meaning
thereby Eric Esberg, and his younger brother Carl Henrie Esherg,

DR. ROBERG.
who was also a student at Upsal at the same time, and who subsequently,
under the name of Bergenskold, rose to the dignity of Vice-President
in the Court of Appeals iu Stockholm. He died in 1779.

KOTE iO.

VR. RUBERG.
Dr. Roberg, who is so often mentioned in Swedenhorg's letters
to Ericus Benzelius, is commemorated by Prof. Atterbom in his
notes to Swedenborg's letters in the following words: ''Lars Roberg,
Doctor of .Medicine, and Professor of Practical l\Iedicine in the University of Upsal, deserves imperishable fame for the mode in which
he cultivated his special science, and all other branches of physical science connected with it. ':ro him the University owes its
Hospital. 'fhe establishment of such au Institution had heen proposed
by Olof Rudbeck the elder as early as 1701. Iu the form in which
it was preseuted hy Roberg· it was approved by Charles XII in 170(),
aud the "0xenstjeruian mansion" was purchased for it in 1708. Roberg
was as cynical and eccentric (even in his orthography), as he was
learned, quick, precise at repartee, brillant, ami satirical. In the
Appendix to Acrel's "Essay on the Foundation and Development of
Medical f-lcience at the seat of learning at Upsal" are many humorous
anecdotes of this Swedish Diogenes, and among others of the various
law-suits in which he was embroiled by his zeal for anatomy and
surgery, at a time when there was a great want of subjects for the
prosecution of these important studies. Roberg died one Sunday
morniug in 17 42, after he had taken his coffee at Chirouins'
restaurant at the usual hour." 'fo this we may adcl tlHit Dr. Roherg
was horn in Stockholm iu 1()()4, where his father was apothecary to
the King. Refore Hoberg's time all medical students were olJliged
to go abroad for their medical diploma, but by his untiring exertion~
he succeeded in olltainiug for the University of Upf'al in 1738 the
right of creating doctors of medicine. Among the anecdotes related
of him is ope in the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon," (Vol. 12, p. 123,)
which deserves to be put 011 permanent record: "One day Professor
0. H.udheck the younger complained of a want of diligence muong
tlie studeuts, although secretly he was not so much concemed ahout
it (see Note 49); Roberg answered: "An industrious professor makes
inclustrious students" (Jlitig Professor gor jtittiy Stwlenf). Rol,erg
was never married, hut led the life of an eccentric anchorite.
43*
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NOTE 71.

rrHE PROFESSORS V ALERIDS.
Two Professors Y alerius are spoken of in Swedenborg's letters
to Ericus Benzelius; one, whose death is mentioned in Document 58,
w·as Harald Valerius; the other, 'vhose name occurs in Documents
59, 60, and afterwards, was his son Johan Valerius; a second son,
Go ran Valerius (see Note 126) occurs in Document 159. Harald
Y alerius was the son of J ohan Y alerius, rector of \Y allersta in
Ostergothland; he studied at U psal, and graduated there as Master
of Philosophy. He afterwards received the appointment of director
of music, and of assistant liurarian; lecturing at the same time on ·
philosophy. In 1690, he became professor of mathematics; and
died in 1716. He was succeeded in his professorship by his son,
J ohan Y alerius, who had been nominated as his father's successor
by Charles XIL four years previously. There is not much known
respecting him, but Swedenborg seems to have entertained a very
favourable opinion of him, as appears from Documents 60, 75, 78, 91,
where his name is mentioned. From Document 78, it appears that
both professors were followers of Descartes, as Swedenborg charge!:;
them with their Cartesianism.

NOTE 72.

DR. MAGNUS BROlHELL.
Dr. Magnus Bromell is noticed by Prof. Atterbom in his annotations to Swedenborg's letters, in the following words: "Magnus
Bromell was at the date of Swedenborg's letter (Document 67),
professor of medicine at Upsal; hut just about this time he received
the appointment of professor of anatomy in Stockholm. In 1720, he
was made at the same time assessor in the College of Jllines (see
Document 153) and in the College of :l\Iedicine. In 1724, he became
President of the latter College and Physician to the Royal famil~,;
he was ennobled in 1726, when he called himself von Bromell. He
died in 1731. He is described as of very small statme, his height
not exceeding two ells and a half; he had piercing eyes, uncommonly
small hands, was quick and light in his movements, and was of a
cheerful and upright mind."
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KOTE 73.

GEORG S'l'.TERXH.fEL1L
Georg Stjemhjelm, for whom SwPdenhorg seems to have entertained great respect, (Document 64, p. 267, and ])ocumenh; 70
and 71 A,) was a man of true genius, and at the same time of encyclopaedic learning. He was a poet and mathematician, a philologist and physicist, au historian and a commentator on Swedish laws.
His allegorical aml didactic poem "Hercules," is still regarded as
one of the gems of Swedish literature. He introduced the microscope
and magnifying glasses into Sweden, and made discoveries in the
physical sciences. He wrote a theory of numbers aml a \rork on
trigonometry. He investigated the origin of the Swedish language,
and published a glossary of Ulphilas' ·'Gothic Gospels:" and he left
behind him a great number of unpublished writings on the 1i10st varied
snhjects in science, philosophy, and philology. He "as a man of
iudepemlent character, and the veiJ' opposite of a sycophant; wherefore he had many persecutions and privations to suffer, not only in
his earlier hut in his later years; ~·et he was always contented and
cheerful, and was possessed of the most imperturbable good humour.
'rhis great man, of whom his countrymen feel justly proud, was horn
in Dalecarlia in 1598, where his father was a miner: in 1625, he
hecame professor in the gymnasium of "'\V esteri'ts; in 1630, he was
made a::,;sessor in the Court of Appeals at Dorpat, Livonia; in 1631,
he had the ancient diploma of nobility of his fa,mily ,renewed, when
he called himself Stjernhjelm, his former uame havillg been Goran
Ulofssohn, and afterwards Lillje. Tn 1648, he became Vice-President
of the Court of Appeals at Dorpat. In con~equence of the trouhled
&tate of Livonia, and the continual incursions of the Russians, he
several times lost all his possession:-;, and had to flee to Htockholm,
where he was valued for his poetical genius, but was in disgrace at
({ueen Christina's Court because of his imlependeut character and
unsparing denunciation of her extravagance and luxuriowmess. After
Chri~tina's ahdication he led a quieter life.
Jn 166G, he was made
President of the College of Anti11uities at Upsal; aud died in Hi72.
Htjernhjelm was the first Swede who was a memLer of the Hoyal
Hociety of London.
N07'E 74.

LIXEA CAROL IN A.
Having snhmittell a memorial to the government on the suhject,
Stjcrnhjelmi3 was conunissionecl in lGGl to determine more minutely

NOTES TO VOL U1liE I.

678

the weights and measures which had been adopted in Sweden, and
to discover a more reliable standard of measure. He took water as
his fundamental unit, and in comparison with its weight determined
the weight and measure of all other substances, constructing thus
his Linea Carolina on physical grounds. His standard was approved
by the government and adopted throughout the whole country; and
it continuecl to be used until 1737, when experience showed a flaw
in his theory, he having assumed that all ·water is of the same density.
(See· Documents 69 and 70.)

KOTE 75.

BIRG ER VASSENIUS.

·v

Birger assenius, who is mentioned in Documents 7 4, 75, SO,
and 101, and in whom Ericus Benzelius and Emanuel Swedenborg
took great interest, was born in 1687. He was the son of a peasant
at Vassancla, near \Venersborg, from which he took the name of
Y assenius. He went to school at Skara, where he became acquainted
with Bishop Swedberg, and in 1712 he left for the University of
Hpsal. There he soon became favomably known to Prof. Elfvius
(see Note 54), on account of the interest he took in astronomy.
ln 1717 he wrote a disputation on the "Planet Venus," which he
dedicated to Polhem and Emanuel Swedenborg. V assenius remained
at Upsal till172Q, in the hope of receiving an appointment as professor,
and meanwhile eked out a living by selling barometers and acting
as private tutor to some of the students. After Benzelius became
Bishop of Gotten burg he invited V assenius to that town, where he
soon received an appointment as professor of mathematics in the
gymnasium, and where he greatly interested the students in astronomy
and mathematics; from 1731 to 1738, he was rector of the gymnasium.
In the year 1724, he published an almanac at Skara, which continued
to appear annually till 1750. In 1751, he r(.~~igned his professorship
at Gottenhurg, and retired to the country, where he lived on his
paternal estate at V assKnda for the rest of his life. V assenius was
the first to notice the rose-coloured protuberances of the sun during
its total eclipse in 1733. He communicated his observations to the
Royal Society of London, who inserted it in their "Philosophical
Transactions," Vol. XXXVIII. These observations were coofirmed
during the total eclipses of 1842, and 1851. Vassenius was hom
one year before Swedenhorg, in 1687, and he died one year before
him, in 1771.

DR. JUHAN IIESSELIUS.
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NOTE 76.

DR . .TORAN HESSELIUS.
Dr. J ohan Hessel ius, who is mentioned in Document 76, was horn
in 1687, and was the son of Anders Hesselius, Rector of Folkarna in
Jlalecarlia, and of 1\Iaria Bergia, sister of the secontl wife of Bishop
Hwedherg. He 1Jassed his examination at Upsal in 1714, and iu
the year following was appointed provincial physician of \Vest Got hland,
where for many years he lived at the house of hiH uncle Bishop
Hwedberg. \Vhile staying with the Bishop, we read, that "every evening
usually, his good friend Dr. J. Hesselius played hymns for him on
his violoncello" (see Document 10, p. 114). In 1721, he went abroad
in the company of his cousin, Emanuel Hwedenborg, and obtained his
diploma as doctor of medicine at Harderwyk in Holland. He afterwards spent some time at Leyden where he heard Boerhave, Gravesaud, and Albinus, and then travelled with Swedenborg through
f-Termauy and Austria. In the "ill iscellaneous Observations" which
Hwedeuhorg published in Leipzig during this journey, he describes
( Eu~lish edition, p. 10) some petrified plants which he found near
Liege, and expresses himself concerning his travelling companion
thus: "1.'he vegetable specimens to which I have alluded were collected
by myself and n~y travelling companion, Dr. J ohan Hesselius, physician
to the province of \Vest Gothlancl, and well skilled in the botany
and fossils of Sweden." He mentions him again at lJ· 26 (English
edition). In 1728, Hesselius was appointed provincial physician of
N erike and \V ermland; in 1733, he hecame assessor of the College
of Medicine; and in 1743, member of the Academy of Scit>nces. He
died on his estate of Ahlqvittem iu \Vermland in 1752. The
Swerl ish Biographical Lexicon says of him, "Hessel ius was of small
stature, hut gifted with great natural talents. As a physician he
liked to employ those remedies, which were nearest at hand and
grew in the neighbourhood. His greatest delight consisted in making
new experiments and new discoveries in botany. * * * 'I'hrough his
hroth~r (see Note 91) he received from America a large collection
of snakes 1 lizards, and other animalH hitherto unknown, which he
left to the Heuator, Count Carl Gylleuhorg, hy whom they were
given to the J\luseum of the University of Upsal, where they are
preserved under the uame of Amphibia Gyllenuorgiaua. 'l'he merits
of Dr. Hesselius were acknowledged hy the Hweuish Diet which met
in 1747, and which made a grant of money to him." Hwedenhorg
mentions the two brothers He!;selius in the "Hpiritual Diary,"
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(no. 5065.) He also speaks of their sister Sara Hesselia, of whom
he says (in no. 4530), that she had thought he intended to marry
her, and that when she found she was mistaken, and had been married
to another man, she was seized with such a deadly hatred agaimt
him that she even revolved in her mind how she might destroy him.

NOTE 77.

NILS HA SSELBOl\I.
Nils Hasselbom, who was mentioned by Swedenborg in Documents
80 and 101, in connection with Vassenius, was the son of a peasant
from Klefva. He left the gymnasium at Skara for the University
of Upsal in the same year (1712) as Vassenius; 75 Hasselbom being
the first on a list of twenty-six students, and Vassenius second.
Hasselbom took his degree as master of philosophy in 1722, and in
1724 was appointed professor of mathematics in the University at
Abo in Finland, which at that time belonged to Sweden.
KOTE 78.

BARO~ GORTZ.

Baron Georg Heinrich von Gortz was Privy Councillor at the
Court of Holstein, by which he was sent, in 1706, on a mission to
Charles XII, who was then in Saxony. At that time he gained the
confidence of the King of Sweden, entered into his service, and became at first his minister of finance, and afterwards prime minister.
He accompanied Charles XII on almost all his campaigns, and was
employed by him in the most difficult diplomatic missions. Charles XII
demanded an army and a fleet; and Gortz provided it for him by
draining the country of all men capable of bearing arms, and by
possessing himself of all the coined money of the country, phmging
it thereby into the greatest financial confusion and distress. \Vhile
he was on the point of concluding peace with the ene1nies of Sweden,
on terms advantageous to Sweden, Charles XII was killed before
Freclrickshall in 1718. By order of Ulrica Eleonora, who succeeded
Charles, Gortz was at once arrested and conveyed to Stockholm,
where he was tried by a commission, and beheaded in 1719. The
authorities are divided in opinion as to whether Gortz was not a
mere instrument in the hand of the King, and therefore whether
Charles was not alone answerable for the ruin he brought upon his
country. H Gortz acted onl~ in obedience to the King, his guilt is
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\ery much diminished. Still a conscientious statf'SllHlll ought to serve,
not his royal master only, lmt the people also; and, indeed, he ought
to serve the people in the first place, or the King for the sake of
the people. \Vhichever way the question is decided, there can he
no doubt that. Gtirtz deeply wronged the Swedish people, whether
as the prime mover of these disastrous measures, or as the mere
instrument of the King.
KOTE 79.

COUNT CAHL GUSTAV ~IOR~ER.
"Count Carl Gustav Marner," says Atterbom in his note to our
Document 81, "was senator and field-marshal. At that time [i. e.
1718] he stood in high favour with the King, and was with him to
the last at Frederickshall. In 1\Iorner's service was the dwarf Luxenburg, who used to amuse the King hy singing French and Italiall
adirs." Count. l\Iorner was born in lti58. After the death of the King
he became President of the Court of Appeals at Jonkoping, and
died at that place in 1721. He has the reputation of having been,
a brave soldier and an able general.

KOTE 80.

MARTI~ LUD\YIG 1\L\NDERS'rRU:ll.

Martin Ludvig Manderstrom, who married l\Iaria Polhem, (see Document 81,) was born in HHH. He was a page at the Hoyal Court; studied
afterwards at Upsal, and in 1713 hecame one of the gentlemen in
attendance on the King. He followed Charles XII from Turkey to
Stralsund in 1715; was with him during the whole of the memorable
siege, and waited upon him to the hour of his death. He afterwards accompanied his corpse to Carlberg. In 1720 he became
Cham1erlain to King Frederic, which post he filled for twenty-three
years. On the accession to the throne of King Adolphus Frederic
he became general manager of his Court, which office he also held
under King Gustavus Ill to the time of his death in 1780. Manderstram hecame Councillor of War in 1747, and in 1771 was created
a baron. He had five sons and one daughter.
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NOTE 81.

ALBRECH'l' SCRONSTROJU.
Albrecht Schonshom, who is mentioned in Document 86, was
the second son of Peter Sehonstrom, ln·other of Bishop Swedberg,
and hence was Swedenborg's cousin. See Document 9, p. 85.
NOTE 82.

BAGLIYI.

Of Baglivi, who is mentioned by Swedenborg in Document 88,
we find in H&ser's "History of Medicine," p. 605, the following
account: "In a shipwreck, in the neighbourhood of Ragusa, of the
whole crew only two tender boys were rescued; and they were after'vards entrust eel to the care of the .Jesuits. The orphans were
subsequently taken charge of by twTo brothers, Baglivi, at Leece,
one of whom was a priest and the other a physician. The elder of
the two boys took holy orders, but the younger, Giorgio, followed
the profession of his adopted father, and studied first at Salerno,
Naples, and Bologna, and finally at Rome under Malpighi. There
he very soon became professor of theoretical medicine in the institution called "Sapienza," and afterwards professor of anatomy and
surgery. He soon distinguished hnnself there by his great talent
for teaching, as well as by his general scientific culture and estimable
character. He died at the early age of thirty-four years. His most
important works are: I. De praxi medica acl pristinam observandi
rationem revocanda libri II: Rome, 1696. 2. Specimen quatuor
librorum de fibra motrice et morbosa, Rome, 1701. 3. Opera omnia
medico pmctica et anatomica, Lugd. Bat. 1704. Haller does not
judge very favourably of Baglivi, and even expresses the suspicion,
that he sought to pass off some discoveries of l\Ialpighi as his own.
NOTE 83.

DESCARTES.
Rene Descartes, (Document 88,) but frequently called Renatus Cartesins, the well-known reformer of philosophy, was born in 1596, and
died in 1650. In 1649 he was persuaded to go to Sweden, where
Qneen Christina desired his learned intercourse and instruction; but
he died there a few months after his arrival. His philosophy prevailed much in Sweden during Swedenborg's time (see Document 78).

CUC:S1' SYEN LAGERBERG.
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NOTE 84.

GIOYAXXI ALFONSO BORELLI.
Giovanni Alfonso Borelli, (Documeut88,) the author ofthe important
work De motu animalium (Roma, 1680, 1681), was horn at Naples
in 1!)08, and taught fir:--;t at l\Iessina and afterwards at Pisa as professor
of mathematics. He retumed to l\Iessiua, hut on account of having
heeu mixed up in some political complications he was obliged to
leave that town. He now went to Home, where he lived at the Court
of (~ueen Christina of Sweden. After she was 110 longer able to
maintain him, he withdrew to a monastery, where he was ol>liged to
gain a livelihood by giving instruction in mathematics. His character
is described as harsh and abrupt; hut by misfortune he became
milder and more sympathetic. He was not ouly a physiologist and
mathematician, hut also a physicist and astronomer. He died in 1679.

NOTE 85.

ROBER'r BOYLE.
Robert Boyle, (Document 93,) a celebrated English physicist, regarcled as one of the fathers of modern chemistry. He instituted a
great numlJer of experiments in physics and chemistry, and was the
first who experimented on the chemical composition of air. l:lis
writings are a vast repository of important scientific discoveries anJ.
experiments. Boyle was the seventh son of the Earl of Cork.
aiHl was horlil in 1U27. He died i11 Hi91, and was buried in \Ves1:r
minster Abbey.
NO'l'E 86.
COU~T

SVEX LAG-ERBERG.

Sven Lagerherg, Baron and Count, at the time mentioned in
Documeut !JU, was confirm~d as Senator l>y King Frederic. He was
horn in Hi72, and followed Charles XII as lieutemmt and captain
in the Russian campaign. \Vhile the King was enclosed in Bender,
LagerlJerg was sent as ambassador to the Khan in the Crimea, in
order to obtain his assistance against Peter the Great. In 171-1, he
became colonel; aud iu 1717, major-general. In 171!1, he was created
a baron. ln 1723, he lJecame presideut of the Court of Appeals at
.lonkopi.ng, aud also seuator; and in 1731, he was made a count.
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He died' in 1746. Dr. Kahl states in his Narratiunculce that he
was very highly praised as a senator, and that he excelled his
colleagues in industry, prudence, and patriotism. Swedenborg repeatedly mentions him in his "Spiritual Diary," see "Smaller Diary,"
p. 80-82, "Larger Diary," 4683, 5±61!, 5479, 5867, 6028.

NOTE 87.

COUNT CARL GYLLENBORG.
Count Carl Gyllenborg was born in 1679. He was an ambitious
man, known in Swedish history as the leader of the party of the
"hats." The influence \vhich he exerted on Swedish politics is fully
described in the Introduction to Document 172. Dr. Kahl says of
him that, as is the case with all distinguished men, he had both
many friends and numerous antagonists; but that they all agree in
describing him as a very learned man, as a poet not without merit,
as an able politician, and a wise senator who served his country
and the cause of freedom to the hour of his death. In 1728,
he became chancellor of the University of Lund; in 1739, prime
minister; and the same year he was chosen chancellor of the University of U psal. He died in 1746. His state in the other world,
where his interior nature, which was selfish and worldly, was made
apparent, is described in the "Smaller Diary," p. 57, and in the
"Larger Diary," 5008, 5024.
NOTE 88.

BARON CEDERH.TELM.
Baron .Josias Cederhjelm was born in 1673. He was made
senator in 1723, and died in 1729. In his "Smaller Diary," No. 4676,
Swedenborg speaks of a Cederhjelm, but Dr. Kahl, in his Narratiuw~ulce, thinks that this was his father, Germund Cederhjelm, who
died in 1719; it is more probable that the Ceclerhjelm spoken of
there by Swedenborg is President Germund Cederhjelm, a brother
of J osias Cederhjelm, who died in 1741, in his eightieth year.
NOTE 89.

PROFESSOR BURMAN.
Professor Burman, who was recommended by s,vedenlJorg, in
Document 101, as a successor to Celsius, the professor of mathematic~
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at lTp:;al, was the son of Elof Burman, the eomm1sswner of taxes at
rpsal. His sister Johanna Catharina was married to Gustav Benzelstjerna,65 anu after his death to Archbishop Beronius.

NOTE 90.

OLOF NUHDHORG.
J\[ag-ister Olof Nordhorg, mentioned in Document 102, was pastor
at the Swedish Church in London from 1712 to 1724, when he
was at the requeRt of his congregation recalled to Sweden. On
his retum he received the pastorate of Fredsherg :in the diocese of
Skara. He is descril,ed as a learned and very talented man, but
who in his after-years suffered from melancholy and aberration of
mind. He committed suicide in 17 45.

NOTE 91.

ANDERS HERSELIUS.
Anders H esselius, an elder brother of Dr.•Tohan Hesselius (see
Note 76), was born in 1677. After graduating at Upsal in 1707, he
was appointed, in 1711, preacher of the Swedish cong-regations in
Delaware and Pennsylvania, North America. He remained there till
1723, giving universal satisfaction, when he was snddeuly called hack
to Sweden l,y Bishop ~weclherg. He arrived in London at the end
of the month of November, and had to remttin there for seven
months, before he found an opportunity of returning to Sweden.
"\Vhile in London he lost his wife, whom he had married in America.
On being presented to the King in December, 1724, according to
the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon," he received from him the pastorate
of Gagne£ in Dalecarlia, and not of "Riiter," as is stated by Swedenhorg in Document 102. He died at Gagnef in 1733. Concerning
the fate of his collections in natural history, which are mentioned
hy Swedenborg, see Note 76.
KOTE 92.

REAU~IUR.

Rene Antoine Ferchanlt de Ht•aumur, who is mentioned hy
Rwedenl,org in Documeut 102, aml described l,y him as a "clever
scientific man," was born at La Rochelle in France, in Hi83; and
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in 1708, became a member of the Academy of Sciences. In 1709
he published a treatise with the following title: De la formation
et de l'accroissement des coquilles des animaux, in which he ·was the
first to show that the shells of animals are formed hy an exudation
from their pores. \Vhile experimenting on the transformation of iron
into steel, he discovered a method by which cast iron may be changed
into wrought iron. This process he described in a treatise published
in 1722, and to this Swedenhorg refers in Document 102. After
his return from Sweden, Reauvmr discovered the untransparent milkglass. In 1730, he introcluced the spirit thermometer, with a new
division of the scale, which was retained on the continent of Europe,
even after mercury was substituted for alcohol. He died in 1757.

NOTE 93.

SIR HAXS SLOANE.
Sir Hans Sloane, by whom Swedenhorg (according to Document
102) was invited in 172± to become a corresponding member of the
Royal Academy, was horn in Ireland in 1660. In 1u8.J., he settled
in London, and was soon elected a fellow of the Royal Society. In
1687, he went to Jamaica as physician to the Duke of Albemarle,
and resided there for fifteen months making large collections of
natural curiosities. Returning to London he was appointed physician
to Christ's Hospital in 169±, a position which he filled for thirtysi..x years. Having shortly before been elected secretary of the
Royal Society he succeeded in reviving the •'Philosophical Transactions," which had been discontinued, and until 1712 he acted as
editor of the work. In 1707, the first volume of his "History of
Jamaica" appeared; and in 1708, he was elected foreign member
of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Paris. In 1716, he was created
a baronet; and in 1727, succeeded Sir Isaac Newton as president of
the Royal Society. In a scientific point of view he was noted rather
as a diligent and discriminating collector than as a man of original
ideas. His collections, amounting to two hundred volumes of dried
plants, and over thirty thousand other specimens of natural history,
besides a Library of 50,000 volumes and 3566 J\ISS., were by direction
of his will offered to the nation for £20,000, a sum not equal to a
fourth part of their value. The legacy was accepted hy parliament,
and in its purchase originated the British l\Iuseum. Swedenhorg
describes in his "Divine Love and \Visdom" (no. 3·U) an interesting
interview he had with Sir Hans Sloane in the spiritual 'vorld ; he
says: "I heard two presidents of the English Royal Society, Sir
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[Hans] Sloane and [~Iartin] Folkes conversing together in the spirttual world concerning the existence of seeds and eggs 1 and concerning productions from them on t>arth: the former ascribed them to
nature, insisting that nature was ti·om creation endued with the power
of producing such things hy means of the sun's heat ; the other
said that that power is continually in nature from Uo<l the Creator.
lu order to put an end to this dispute 1 a beautiful bird was exhibited
to Sir Hans Sloane, and he was told to examine whether it differed
in the least from a similar bird on earth. He held it in his hand,
examined it, and saicl that. there was no difference; he knew also
that this hinl was nothing else than an affection of a certain angel
represented without him in this form, awl that it would vanish or
cease with his affection; which also came to pass. Sir Hans Sloane
was convinced by this experience, that 11ature does not contribute
at all to the production of plants and animals 1 hut only that which
flows from the spiritual into the natural world. He also saicl that
if this hircl were to he filled in its least parts with corresponding·
matter from the earth and so fixed, it would be a durable hircl, as
birds on earth. He added further, that if he had known what he
now knew of the spiritual world, he would not have ascribed any
more to nature, than that it ministers to the spiritual principle
from God, in rendering solid the things that contiuually flow into
nature."
NOTE !-l4 .

.TON AS A LSTROl\IER.
,Jonas Alstrom, after 1Jeing ennobled, Alstromer, the faiher of
Swedish manufactures, was horn in 1685. In 1707 he went to London,
where he engaged in business, and became Hwedish consnl in 1722.
After making long journeys in England, Prance, and Holland, he
returned to Hweden in 1723, l>ringing with him mechanics and workmen
of every kind, and with a valuable cargo of machines for the manufacture
of silk and woollen goods. He settled in his birth-place, Alingstts,
between Gottenhurg and Falkoping, and soon transformed it into a
flourishing manufacturing town. Alstromer also imported sheep from
all parts of the world, and introduced the cnltivation of potatoes
and tohacco into Hwedeu. He seems to have heen on very iutimate
terms with the Swedeuhorg family, as may he seen from Docunwnts 33,
104, and 113. Jn Document 104 we read that he was llesirous of
taking Em. Swedenborg to Eugland in order "to show him much
that is interesting, and that would l>e useful to the country." Consul
Abtromer l>ecame councillor of Commerce in 173!) and was ennobled
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in 1751. He was one of the founders of the Academy of Sciences
in Stockholm, which in 1755 and 1759 struck medals in his honour.
In 1756, the Swedish Diet ordered his bust to be placed in the
exchange in Stockholm, where it was set up in 1790, bearing the
insCI·iption, Jonas Alstromer Artimn Fabrilium in Patria Instaurator.
After the death of Jonas Alstromer, Swedenborg seems to have
maintained the same friendly relation with his son, Augustus Alstromer, that he had with the father. Augustus Alstromer was horn in
1735; was a merchant in Gottenburg, and a friend of Drs. Beyer22
and Rosen. 45 From a letter which was addressed to him by Swedenhorg in 1770, and which will he found in Section IX, it appears
that he was one of the few who during Swedeuborg's life-time had
a belief in his Divine mission. He died in 1773. His daughter,
Anna Margaretha, after her father's death, was married to Baron
.Kils Silfverskolcl.
NOTE 95.

ABRAHAM DANIEL SCHO~STROM.
Abraham Daniel Schonstrom, to whom are addressed the letters
constituting Documents 108, 109, and 110, was the son of Peter
Schonstrom, brother of Bishop Swedberg, and hence he was Swedenborg's first cousin. As appears from Document 9, p. 85, he was
lJorn in 1692, was chamberlain to the king, and died in 1759 without issue. He was married to Hedvig Sophia Adlerheim, whose
father, Carl Arosell, when ennobled, Acllerheim, was a son of Catharina
Behm, a sister of Swedenborg's mother, Sarah Behm (see Document 9,
})· 87). His state in the spiritual world is described in the "Spiritual
Diary," no. 6037, and the nature of those who are like him in
no. 5887. As early as October 27, 1748, thus eleven years before
his departm·e into the spiritual world, Swedenborg describes a dream
which he had about him (see "Spiritual Diary," no. 3732), and says
"Judging from externals I had formed a conception respecting him
as if he were interiorly crafty and malicious; yet I refrain from
judging whether he is so as to his interiors."
Swedenborg speaks of an "Adlerheim" in the "Spiritual Diary1"
nos. 4396, 4414, 4466, 4525. According to Dr. Kahl in his Narratiunculfe this was "Peter Acllerheim," brother of the Carl Acllerheim
mentioned above. Peter died in 1706, and Carl in 1717.

JOllA~
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NOTE 96.

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL HORLEMAN.
Brother Horleman, spoken of in Document 108, 1s Lieutenantcolonel Paco Horleman, when ennobled, Harleman, who was born
in 1694, and died in 1763. Swedenborg called him "brother," because
he had married Anna Margaretha Rudbeck, daughter of his cousin,
Anna Catharina Schonstrom, see Document 9, p. 85, no. 2.
The Court-intendant Horleman, mentioned in Document 125, is
Raron Carl Harleman, a cousin of the former, who was born in 1707,
and died in 1753. By him the Royal Castle in Stockholm was
fiu.ished.
NOTE 91.

SEBASTIAN V. THA:ll.
Sebastian Vollrathson Tham, \vhose daughter Dean Unge advised
Swedenborg to marry (see Document 111), was born in 1GG6, aud
died June 25, 1729, three months after the date of Dean Unge's
letter. He was first a merchant in Gottenburg, and afterwards an
assessor, and finally a councillor in the College of Commerce. His
father had immigrated into Sweden from Saxony, where he had been
a burgomaster. Tham's younger daughter, who was intended hy Ungc
for Swedenborg, was Johanna Christina, born in 1712. She was
married in 1730 to Baron Salomon von Otter, Councillor of Commerce,
brother of the Major Otter, who was, Unge says in Document 111,
engaged to be married to Tham's elder daughter.

NOTE 98.

JOHAN FRIEDRICH HENKEL.
J ohan Friedrich Henkel, from whom dates Document 117, a great
chemist and mineralogist, was born at Freiberg in Saxony in 1679. He
studied medicine aud practised for some time in his native town; hut
subsequently he devoted himself exclusively to the study of mineralogy
aud chemistry. He was appointed councillor of Mines by Augustus ll,
in which capacity he was of great service to his country, especially in
the porcelain manufactory at .Meissen. He died in 17 44. His valualJle
collection of fossils and minerals was transferred after his death to
St. Petersburg. Henkel had been a very voluminous writer; his
44
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"Introduction t.o J\Iineralogy" was translated into French in 1756. In
1794 and 1795, his correspondence with the learned appeared in three
Yolumes lmder the title, "llfineralogische, chemisclze, uncl alchemistische
Briefe von reisenden und andern Gelehrten an I. H. Henkel." Dresden.
NOTE 99.

DR. CARL JESPER BENZELIUS.
Dr. Carl ~Tesper Benzelhls, from whose correspondence, which
is preserved in the Cathedral-Library at Linki::iping, are derived
Documents 118, 127, 142, was the second son of Ericus Benzelins
and Swedenborg's eldest sister Anna. For further particulars respecting him see Document 9, p. 89, no. 3.
NOTE 100.

JOHAN CHRISTOPH WOLF.
J ohan Christoph Wolf, pastor-in-chief of St. Catharine's in
Hamburg, was born in 1683 at 'Yernigerode. He· studied theology
in Hamburg under the celebrated Fabricius, and in 1710 became
vice-principal of the gymnasium at Flensburg, and in the same year
extraordinary professor of philosophy at 'Vittenberg. In 1712, he
received the appointment of professor of Oriental languages in Hamburg,
and soon after became the principal of the gymnasium; finally, in
1716, he was made pastor-in-chief at St. Catharine's in the same
town. He died in 1739. As he never married, he left his large and
valuable library, consisting of 24,000 volumes, to the public library
connected with the Johanneum in Hamburg. His principal work is
his Bibliotheca Hebrcea in four volumes; besides many other philological
and theological works which he published in the Latin language.
\V olf was an industrious correspondent of Ericus Benzelius.
olf's
letters to Ericus Benzelius are preserved in the Cathedral-Library
at Linki::iping, and those of Ericus Benzelius in the Public Library
in Hamburg. From these places are derived Documents 122 and 123.

'V

NOTE 101.

BARON RIBBING.
Baron Conrad Ribbing, whose death is recorded by Sweclenborg
in Document 124, was born in 1671, and became Assessor in the
Court of Appeals in Stockholm in 1705; provincial judge in N erike
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in 1711; and in 1719, govemor of Nerike and \Yermland. In 1729,
he became President of the College of l\Iines, and thus Swedenborg's
superior; a post which he filled till his death in 1736. 'rhe Swedish
"Biografiskt IJexicon" (vol. 12, p. 98) says concerning him that "he
was a man of great merit, and displayed great administrative talent
wherever he was placed in the state. His reputation was that
of an able leader; also that he worked for Sweden's welfare, and
was upon the whole one of the first patriots of the land, and was
a man of great intelligence and vast experience." Although lame,
he is said to have lJresenteJ. a fine personal appearance. Swedenborg
describes the spiritual state of his former chief in the "Spiritual
Diary," nos. 5867 58!>2, 5893, 5894, where he admits that "he thought
much in the world from an interior intuition of things," but acted
from a most intense love of ruling others for the sake of self. In
no. 5894 it is stated that in his mind he continually harboured
feelings of revenge against those who had said anything which
wounded his amour propre, although what they said was not had
in itself; and that he retainetl this feeling of revenge to his death,
and sought to injure them by hidden rneans, even in his official
capacity."
NOTE 102.

BARON GUWrAF RALAl\fB.
Baron Gustaf Cleason RiHamh, who is mentioned in Document 124,
the successor of Conrad Hibbiug101 in the presidency of the College
of l\Iines, was the brother-in-law of his predecessor, and he continued
to fill this office until Swedenborg's resignation in 17 47. Gustaf
Rillamb was born in 1675; he became chamberlain of the Queen
dowager, Hedvig Eleonora, 64 in 1692; and her court-marshal in 1711.
In 1723, he became governor of Skarahorg; and in 1736, president
of the College of l\Iines. He died in 1750. He had a most valuable
collection of books, coins, and l\ISS. His collection of coins was sold
after his death to the State; hut most of his hooks and l\[88. were
lmrnt in the great fire of 1751. Count Tessin 39 says respecting
him, "He was an honest and honourable, steady and industrious, and
also a wealthy man. Nothing of interest connected with Sweden and
its affairs escaped his notice, and with everything of that nature he
sought to increase his collections."
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NOTE 103.

ADAl\I LEIJEL.
Adam Leijel, councillor of mines, was ·born in 1669. His father,
Henrie Leyel, was born at Arbroath in Scotland, and emigrated to
Sweden in1638. From his father, who had been a successful man of business, his son Adam inherited considerable property. Adam Leijel entered
the College of Jllines as an ausculta.nt, and in 1700 became master
of mines (bergmiistare) in Oster and \Vester Bergslagen. In 1713,
he was made assessor in the College of l\Iines, and was ennobled in
1717. In 1730, he received the appointment of councillor of mines
(see Document 158), and on his retirement from this office in 1744,
he received the title of governor, but died the same year. For many
years Swedenborg enjoyed almost daily intercourse with Adam Leijel
at the College of Mines, and hence he would naturally be thrown into
his company in the other world. He furnishes a minute account of
him in the "Larger Diary," nos. 4488 and 4495, and in the "Smaller
Diary," nos. 4563, 4564, 4654, and p. 45. In the last passage he
says concerning him: "During his life in the body, he appeared
in his external form endowed wit,h much talent and prudence, and
no one could have concluded otherwise, than that he was in the
enjoyment of sOlmd reason even in respect to spiritual things. It
became manifest, however, that he attributed everything to nature,
because he had led a merely natural life. In the other life he enjoyed
a most excellent perception of truth, whence some thought that he
might be converted; he himself desired also that others should think
so on account of his clear perception. He was told, however, that
life is everything and not perception."
Dr. Kahl in his Narratiunculce is doubtful whether the passages
in the Diary refer to Adam Leijel, the subject of this note, or to
David Leijel (see Note 124), or to Adam, the son of Jacob Leijel
(see "Anrep," Vol. II, p. 621); still as Swedenborg in all these passages,
except no. 4488, &c., speaks of A. or Ad. Leijel, and as David
Leijel retired from the College of l\Iines in 1722, before Sweden borg
became actively connected with it, there can be no doubt that in
all these passages he could have meant Adam only and not David
Leijel. Again, Adam Leijel, the son of Henrie, was associated with
Swedenborg for twenty years at the College of l\Iines, while the other
Adam Leijel, the son of Jacob, was a mine-owner near Orebro, and
hence only slightly acquainted with Swedenborg; besides the latter
Adam Leijel died as early as 1729, wlrile the former Adam Leijel
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departed this life in 17 -H, and thus only one year before Swedenborg's sight was opened; it follows therefore that Adam Leijel, the
subject of our note, was the Leijel who is mentioned hy Swedenborg in his "Spiritual Diary."

NOTE 104.

Count Arvid Bernhard Horn was horn in 1GG4. He entered the
army in 1682 as a musketeer, and left it in 170± a lieutenant-general.
In 1705, he was appointed ambassador to Poland and a councillor
of Chancery; of which, five years later, he became president. In
1719, he resigned all his offices; hut next year became president
of the Diet (landmarskalJ..) and leader of the House of No hies, and
senator and president of the College of Chancery, which is equivalent
to being prime minister of Sweden. He held this office till 1739,
when he was succeeded by Count Carl Gyllenborg. '!'his change in
the administration of Sweden . is adverted to by Lars Benzelstjerna
in Document 124. He died in 1742. Count Arvid Horn's activity
as prime minister of Sweden, and as the leader of the party of the
"caps," is descriued in the Introduction to Document 172.

NO'l'E 105.

JOACIIBI VON NERES .
.Toachim von Neres was born in 1689. He passed successively
through the lower offices in the College of Commerce, until in 1728
he became burgomaster of commerce in Stockholm and chairman of
the Board of Trade. In 1729, he was appointed a councillor of
( ~hancery; and was ennobled in 1730, under the name of von N eres,
his family name being N eresius. In the same year he married Catharilla
Schwede, daughter of Brita Behm. She is repeatedly mentione<l hy
Bishop Swedberg in Documents 15, 18, ancl is the 1\Iif's Behm of
Documents 30 and 31. Catharina Schwede died in 1735, and Neres
married again in 1738. He resigned office as councillor of Chaucery in
1739 (see nocument 124), and died in 1748. Swedenhorg speaks of l1im
in the "Spiritual Diary," nos. 4995 to 4999, 5024, G065. In no. 49!)5
he says, "Everything he did was for the sake of gain; aud in everything lte hau respect to gain; those who were rich he compelled 1y
various means to give up to him some of their riches."
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NOTE 106.

BARON CASTEN FEIF.
Baron Casten Feif, mentioned in Docu.ment 124, was a favourite
of Charles XII. As Councillor of \V ar he was with the King in
\\r allachia, and after Charles had made his escape to Stralsund, Feif
soon after joined him there. In the introduction to his Journal for
1736 to 1739, Sweclenborg mentions his having returned to Sweden
from Greifswalde, in the spring of 1715, with a 1\Iadam Feif, who
was no doubt the wife of Casten Feif. After the death of the King,
Feif ·was made a baron, and in 1723, became president of the Administration of Crown-lands (statskontoret). He died in 1739 at the
age of seventy-eight.

NOTE 107.

AXEL CRONSTEDT.
Axel Frederic Cronstedt, son of Lieutenant-General Gabriel Cronsteclt, was born in 1722, studied at Upsal, and it appears from
Document 125, that he returned from his travels about 1740. In
17 42, he became auscultant in the College of Mines, where he met
with Assessor Tilas, who subsequently became councillor of Mines,
and took a lively interest in the talented young man. This interest
matured into warm friendship, and these two scientific men exchanged
many letters on subjects connected with mineralogy, chemistry, and
on science in general: all which are carefully preserved in the Bergius
Collection of Letters in the Academy of Sciences in Stockholm (see
Note 46). Among these letters are two addressed by Baron Tilas
to Cronsteclt, in which he communicates to him his experience with
Swedenborg (see Section X). In 1746, Cronstedt became notary in
the College of l\Iines; and in 1758, master of Mines. From 1746 to
1751, he made a thorough examination of all the mines situated in
the eastern and western "Bergslagen," and communicated the results
to the College of l\lines in a most masterly report which secured his
election as member of the Academy of Sciences. In 1756, he published
his text-hook of Mineralogy, which was translated into German,
English, and French. He died in 1765.
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NOTE 108.

HARALD LYBECKER.
Harald Lyhecker, councillor of l\Iines, who is mentioned hy Swedenborg in Document 128, was horn near :Fahlun in 16-!9. He was
a practical miner in Hi71, and became connected \vith the administration
of the mines at Sala in 1672, and at :Fahlun in H>78. In 1691, he
became mwster of mines at :Fahlun; in 16tl2, assessor in the College
of .llines, and in 1713 cotmcillor of Mines. He died in 1714.
NOTE 109.

::NIKLAS VON OELREICH.
Niklas von Oelreich, one of Swedenhorg's personal friends, (see
Documents 129, 188, and 194,) was horn after his father's death in
Hi99, and his mother died before he had reached his fourth year.
After a severe struggle with poverty he entered the University of
Lund in 1716. In 1726, he took his degree of master, aucl became
tutor in mathematics. In 1730, he became private tutor of the sons
of Count :Fersen; and in 1732, he was appointed librarian, and in
1737, professor of literature in the University of Lund. In 17-14,
after a long journey abroad, he returned to Ltmd and entered on the
professon;lnp of philosophy, to which he had been meanwhile promoted.
Iu 17 4G, he became censor of the press in Stockholm, a post which he
filled till 1766, when this office was abolished. In 1747 he received
the title of councillor of Chancery, and was employed by the party
of the "hats," who were then in power, to defend their policy hy
means of the press. In their interest he published, during the years
1755 and 1756, a semi-weekly paper called, "The Honest Swede,"
by which he wielded great power. Iu 1756 he was ennobled, when
he called himself von Oelreich. In 17G6, when the party of the
"caps" came into power again, Oelreich was ouliged to retire from
active political life, yet he was appointed president of the College
of Commerce. He died in Stockholm in 1770.

NOTE 110.

AXXA. FREDERICA EHREXBORG.
Anna Frederica EhrenlJorg was the widow of (Vice Landshofdiug)
C. I . .ll. Ehrenuorg, Vice-Govemor of ~karauorg, who died in 1823.
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Madame Ehren l)org was a zealous receiver of the doctrines taught
by Sweden borg, and her whole life was devoted to the spread of his
doctrines by the press. The last work which she published was a
quarterly journal entitled "Ett Christligt Sandebud," of which fifteen
numbers appeared. She was born in 1794, and died at Linkoping
in 1873, at the residence of her son-in-law Bishop Bring. The editor
of these documents visited this aged lady at Linkoping i.n 1868,
wben he obtained from her a copy of Swedenborg's letter which is
printed in Document 132, p. 377.

NOTE 111.

PETER HTILTMAN.
Peter Hultman, wholesale merchant and mine-owner (brukspatron)
in Stockholm, who enjoyed the title of director, 'vas Swedenborg's
banker during the greater part of his life. He administered a portion
of Swedenborg's property as early as 1737, when he was a member
of the firm of Roman and Hultman (see Document 163). Swedenborg drew money from him in 1744 (see Document 134); and in
Document 135 there is the first draught of a letter that Swedenborg
wrote to Hultman from Amsterdam in 1748, from which it appears
that tllis gentleman had charge of Swedenborg's house during his
absence, and collected the interest of moneys d]le to him. From
Document 138 it appears that Swedenborg had 30,000 dalers in
copper invested with Hultman, and at the close of 1764 he had over
46,000 dalers in copper standing at his credit. Hultman's daughter
Petronella was married to Count Frederic Gyllenborg, grandson of
Count F. Gyllenborg (see Note 115).

NOTE 112.

ANTON AND JOHAN GRILL.
Messrs. Anton and J ohan Grill were Swedenborg's bankers in
Amsterdam. Their father, Abraham Grill, was a wholesale merchant in Stockholm, of great wealth and liberality. Their brother
Clas Grill succeeded to their father's business in Stockholm; he
also was a man of great liberality, and funlished the means for
constructing and fitting up the observatory in Stockholm. Most of
his business in Amsterdam Swedenborg seems to have transacted
through Joachim 'Vretman, from whom several important letters
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which are contained in Section lX hase been preserved. In the
last years of his life :Messrs. Hope & Co. were his hankers in that
town. 'l'he following account of Cuno, which dates from the year
1769, (see Section X) bears witness to the friendly relations
which Swedenhorg maintained with all these gentlemen: "Besides
l\lessrs. Hope & Co., who are his hankers, Swedenhorg sometimes
dines with his countrymen, Messrs. Grill and others. \Vith l\Ir. \Vretman
he <lines almost every Sunday, with him also he is more intimate
than with others."
Concerning Swedenborg's transactions with
:l\1 essrs. Anton and J ohan Grill, see Documents 134 and 135 B, and
also \Vrehnan's letters in Section X.
Young Clas Grill, whose name occurs in Document 141, was
born in 1750, and was a son of the Clas Grill mentioned ahove. He
came to Loudon in 1769, where he was in the counting--house of
l\Iessrs. Lindegren,117 for some time. Rjornstttl speaks of him in
1776 (see Document 142), as an "honourable Sweetish merchant and
a good friend of l\Ir. Springer." 121 In 1786, he 'vas made Swedish
Consul-General in London; in 1815, he was raised to the dignity of
a councillor of Chancery, and died in 1816.
NOTE 113.

CARL

BRO~IAN.

Carl Broman, with whom Swedenhorg, according to Document
135 .E, had invested a capital of 10,000 dalers in copper, and whom
he there styles l\f aster of Ceremonies, was born in 1703. In 1722,
he became a gentleman in attendance on the King. In 1733, he was
appointed vice-master of ceremonies; in 1737, chamberlain; and in
17 44, chief l\faster of Ceremonies. In 17 48, or shortly after Swedenborg speaks of him as l\Iaster of Ceremonies, he was appointed Courtmarshal, and in 17 4!) he became Governor of Elfsherg's Hin, and in
1751 of Stockholm's Hin; wherefore Swedenborg, in Document 138,
speaks of him as Governor Broman. He died in 1784.
Swedenhorg speaks of a Carl Broman twice in his "Spiritual
Diary," nos. 4151 and 5888. In the former numher he says, that
he "dreamed" and "spoke" in his dream with Carl Broman; and
in the latter number, that "there was shown to him one who was
like Carl Broman;" from which expressions, however, it does not follow
l,y any means that the person there spoken of had departed from
the natural world. \Vherefore we also believe that the Carl Broman
mentioned hy Swedenhorg in the ahove passages is the subject of
our note, although he did not depart this life uutil twelve years
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after Swedenuorg's death; and that Swedenborg did not mean his
father Carl Broman (who died in 1722), as is supposed by Dr. Kahl
in his "Harratiunculce."
Carl Broman married Antoinetta Maria Stjerncrona, first cousin
of the Countess Gyllenborg who is mentioned in Note 115.

NOTE 114.

FRANZ JE:NNINGS.
Franz Jennings, a merchant and banker in Stockholm, who is
mentioned in Document 134, was born in Ireland in 1692. He
amassed a large fortune, was ennobled in 1743, and became a
councillor of Commerce in 1751. He died in 1754. He was associated
with Robert Finlay, who was also born in Ireland. \Vith the firm
of Jennings and Finlay, which was continued after the death of
Jennings, s,vedenborg had invested in 1759 the sum of 10,000 dalers
in copper at six per cent, as appears from Document 137. The
firm of Jennings and Finlay was much opposed by N orclencrantz,133
the Councillor of Commerce, and at the instigation of the latter a
Committee of the Swedish Diet was appointed to inquire into the
transactions of the said firm, and as to their influence in raising the
course of exchange. The revolution of 1772 put an end to this
committee; but Finlay left Sweden in consequence, and resided to
the end of his life at Bordeaux, in France.

NOTE 115.

COUNT FREDERIC GYLLENBORG.
Count Frederic Gyllenborg, a younger brother of Count Carl
Gyllenborg (see Note 87), was born in 1698. In the beginning
of his Jomnal for 1733 (see Section VIII), Swedenborg speaks
of him and Baron David Stjerncrona as his friends, and says: "On
:May 10, 1733, I left Stockholm with my friends, Count Frederic
Gyllenborg and Baron David Stjerncrona and his relatives, l\Ir.
Gallus, and others who accompanied me to a place called Fithia."
Count Gyllenborg maiTied Elisabeth Stjerncrona, sister of Baron
David Stjerncrona, and daughter of President Stjerncrona, who is
mentioned in the "Spiritual Diary," nos. 4754 and 5899. At an
early age Frederic Gyllenborg became a page at the court of the
Queen Dowager, Hedvig Eleonora. 64 In 1722 he became chamberlain
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to King Frederic, and remained at his Court until 1733, when he
'vas appointed Chief-Justice of Gothlaml. In 1731, he appeared for
the first time at the Swedish Diet. According to the Swedish
"lliografiskt Lexicon," "He was one of the most powerful men of the
party of the hats, and although he never made a speech in the
House of Nobles, he still did the steering." In 1750, after Swedenborg had left the College of l\Iiues, Count Gyllenborg was made its
president, and filled the office till his death in 1759. The Swedish
"Biografiskt Lexicon" says of his character as a man, "Count Frederic
G-yllenborg is extolled for his patriotism, for his zeal in promoting
the welfare of his country and in protecting its interests, but he
lived at a time when it was impossible for a man of prominence to
exist without making enemies and adversaries. In society he was
cheerful and lively. He was benevolent, and at the mining-place
called Bagga, instituted a poor-house for the reception of fomteen
inmates. He was well acquainted with all matters pertaining to
mining, and was a patron of the sciences in general. At his residence
the first meeting was held in 1739 for the establishment of the
Academy of Sciences, hut he did not become a member of it."
The testimony 'vhich Swedenborg gives of him in the other life
is quite different. He says among other things ("Spiritual Diary,"
Appendix 1, p. 79): "There was a certain one (Fr. G.) who in his
childhood had applied himself to piety, and who hence had remained
in the acknowledgment of God to the end of his life; upon fortune
favouring him, he carne, however, into the love of ruling, and hence
into evils of every kind. He did not, indeed, commit these evils,
yet he excused them and regarded them as permitted. In the other
life he prayed to God in the same manner as he had done in the
world, and with such fervour that scarcely any one could surpass
him; he prayed, however, to God the Father, and in doing so believed
that all things were forgiven him; he began even to hurn with such
hatred against the Lord as to deny Him, and afterwards to persecute
those who adored the Lord; and at last he denied God, and became
like one deranged, and was sent among such as have little life."
See also "Spiritual Diary," nos. 4740, 5161, 5976-7, 5983-4, 5996,
6026.
A peculiar interest is connected with the name of Gyllenhorg
from the circumstance, that one of Swedenhorg's biographers,
Dr. J. J. Garth ".,.ilkinson, declares on the authority of the late
Charles Augustus Tulk, M. P., that "Swedenhorg was in the habit
of saying that he had seen in the spiritual world his future wife,
who was waitiug there for him, and that she had been known in the
world as a Countess Gyllenborg." If there is any truth in this
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statement, it can apply only to Elisabeth Stjerncrona, the wife of
Count Frederic Gyllenborg: for Swedenborg, as we have seen above,
called not only her hushand, but also her brother, his friends, as
early as 1733; from which it would follow that he was intimately
acquainted with her family; and, besides, we learn from Document 138
that President Gyllenborg had borro,ved from Swedenborg a sum
of 20,000 dalers in copper: for the 1200 clalers interest which were
clue to Swedenborg from President Gyllenborg, and after his death
from the Countess Gyllenhorg, when computeu at six per cent interest,
would yield a capital of 20,000 dalers. All this, however, merely
proves that Swedenborg was intimately acquainted with the Countess
Elisabeth Gyllenborg, who departed this life in 1769. Additional
probability, however, is furnished for the truth of this account hy
the character of this lady herself, of whom the Swedish "Biografiskt
Lexicon" declares that she was "a lady possessed of eminent qualities
of heart and mind," and had published anonymously a work under
this title: "l\lary's better part, or the one thing needful, containing
instructions and exhortations on the various topics of the Christian
faith, and on our duties and obligations, "\Yith contemplations, in the
words of Scripture, for the simple." This work is highly praised by
aU who have perused it, and the deeply religious sentiment pervading
the two large quarto volumes, all the teachings of which are drawn
from the letter of the \V ord of God, and lead to the worship of the
God-Man l\lessiah, may be supposed to have touched a sympathetic
chord in the heart of him through whom the Lord has revealed to
mankind the spiritual sense of the Sacred Scripture. The whole of
tlus subject is treated of at some length in a periodical publication
of Madame Ehrenborg's, 110 called "Nagot Xytt," no. 7, 1864, pp. 35-43,
and 56-66.
NOTE 116.

CARL -wiLHELM SEELE.
Carl \Vilhelm Seele seems to have been a kind of confidential
agent of Sweclenborg's. He is mentioned in Robsahm's Memoirs,
no. 49, where we learn that Sweclenhorg frequently went to his house;
from him also Robsahm learned the particulars contained in no. 48.
of his account. To Seele's charge Sweclenhorg entrusted all Ius
valuables, when he left Sweden for the last time in 1770, as may
he seen from Document 139; he also is recommended by
Mr. Chas. Lindegren, in Document 141, as a proper person in whose
presence ·the packages are to be opened, which he had sent from

PASTOR J.l!ATIIESTCS.

701

London, after Sweclenhorg's departure into the other life; to the same
Bgent also llr. Lindegren had 1n·eviomily reported that l:iwedenborg
had left no will.
NOTE 117.

CHAHLES

LIXDEGRE~.

Charles Lindegren, the writer of Document 141, and his brother
Anders Lindegren, were the heads of a highly respected Swedish
house in London. 'l'heir names frequently occur in the records of
the Swedish Church in London (which were published in 1852 by
G-.
Carlson), as trustees and members of the vestry of that Church.
Uf the two brothers, Charles seems to have been the more popular,
as on several occasions when trustees were appointed, he obtained
most votes. Through Charles Lindegren Swedenborg tramacted
most of his business during his last stay in London: before him Johann
Spieker had been his hanker, as appears from Document 134. Spieker
was born in Finland in 1685, and arrived in London in 1712, where
he died in 1775, in his ninetieth year.

"r·
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PASTUH. .lliA'l'HESIUS.
Magister Aaron Mathesius, who has gained an unenviable notoriety
from having circulated a report that in comequeuce of a severe
illness Swedenhorg had lost his reason, and that on his deathbed he
recanted his doctrines, was pastor of the Swedish Church in Loudon
from 1773 to 1784. He was horn in 173u in Pyhajocki, Finland, where
his father was dean (contracts-prost). He was the youngest of twentyfivechildren, and as his father died in 17 40, he was educated chiefly at
the expense of his elder brothers. After passiug through the gymuasium
at Uleaborg, he went to the Uuiversity of Upsal in 1754; where he
received the degree of master of philosophy in 1764. A short time
afterwards he was engaged lJy Dr. N oriug, De au of the Swedish
Church in London, as private tutor for his son, in which capacity
he coutinued for three years. At the close of the year 1767 he went
to Abo in Finland, where he was ordained priest, aml in 17G8 he
returned to Loudon, where he acted as curate to Pa~tor Perelius. 119
In 1770 aud 1771 he was acting pastor of the Danish Church in
London. Iu 1772 he there hecame assistant-pastor of the ~wedish
Church; and pastor in 1773 (see Document 141).
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"\V e shall not enter here into a refutation of the slanders which
l\Iathesius circulated respecting Swedenborg; these will be thoroughly
exppsed in Section X; but it may be necessary to furnish the
materials which will give us an insight into his character.
In the "Records of the Swedish Church in London" ( Anteckningar
1·orande Svenska Kyrkan i London), p: 82, vfe read:
"On April 29, 1777, the Swedish congregation sent a letter to
His Royall\Iajesty, containing the following nine points of accusation
against their pastor, Jliathesius: arbitrary administration of the money
belonging to the Chm·ch; personal attacks from the pulpit; keeping
the minutes of the congregation in a slovenly manner; refusing the
members of the congregation access to the church books; holding
church-meetings without calling them in a legal way; signing the
minutes of the proceedings with the names of members without their
knowledge; going to the country without leave of absence; causiug
dissension in the congregation by exciting the lower classes against
the higher, and persuading them that they possess rights which do
not belong to them; and, finally, purchasing a parsonage in an
unlawful way." Tlus letter was remitted by the King to the College
of Chancery, by which it was sent to pastor Jliathesius, with the
order that he should defend himself on these nine points, and send
in his defence witlun a month; meanwhile he was suspended from
his functions. Mathesius defended himself in a long reply, and as he
changed Ius course of proceeding among the members of the congregation, and helped to procure the adoption of the constitution
of the church wluch he had heretofore opposed, a petition was
Eent to the King by the congregation on l\Iarch 7, 1778, praying to
have him re-instated in Ius office. On March 21 1 1779, he was accordingly re-instated. At p. 88 Pastor Mathesius is commended for his
zeal in the performance of Ius ecclesiastical functions, and the particulars
of the work wluch he performed are enumerated. And at p. 89 we
find the following statement: "In the summer of 1783 Pastor Jliathesius
was overtaken by a severe illness, whereby he was disabled from
continuing his office. In the quarterly meeting which was held on
August 18 of the same year, it was announced that Ambassador
Baron von N olcken had made arrangements with the Danish minister
to hold services in the Swedish Church every alternate Sunday.
On May 16, 1784, in the presence of Jliathesius, Magister Andreas
Leufenius was installed as his successor. Mathesius had been so far
restored that, after being relieved from the nlinisterial office, he was
able to return to his native country, where he remained until his death."
The following particulars respecting Mathesius have been given by
members of Ius congregation:
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In a work entitled, "Tableau analytique et raisonnee," &c., published
in London in 1786, by Benedict Chastanier, we find in the preface,
p. 21, the following words: "l\Ir. Springer121 informed us yesterday,
1\farch 15, 1785, in the presence of a numerous and respecta1le
company, that Sweclenborg had presented his "Arcana Coolestia" to
J\[athesius, who was never willing to read the work, and who, from
an hostility he had conceived against the doctrines contained therein,
had been constantly one of the greatest antagonists of ~wedenborg."
And at p. 24, we read: "1\fr. Springer informed us yesterday that
J\f athegius, who had succeeded in supplanting the good Pastor Ferelius,
who is now in Sweden, had become mad, and had in consequence
of this heen suspended from his ministry, and recalled to Stockholm,
where he is no'v living on a pension granted hy the King."
In the "Intellectual Repository" for .January, 1836, the Rev. S.
N ohle inserted the following statement: "l\Ir. Peter Provo, a respectable gentleman of the medical profession, who published the work
called 1Visdom's Dictates, on J\Iay 2, 1787, called on l\Ir. Bergstri5m of
whom more will be said in the Notes to Volume II, and who keeps
the King's Arms Tavern, in \Vellclose Square; and who, during a
conversation of an hour's length, related to him as follows: {Mr.
J\Iathesius was an opponent of Swedenborg, and said that he was a
lunatic, &c.; hut it is remarkable that he went lunatic himself, which
happened publicly one day when he was in the Swedish Church,
and about to preach: I was there, and saw it: he has been so ever
since, aud sent back to Sweden, where he now is: this was about
four years ago.'"
This state of lunacy does not seem to have been permanent; for
we learn in the Anteckningar, &c., that Mathesius was married in
1789 to Johanna Kjempe, and that their daughter Maria, who was
horn in 1795, was married to Magister C. G. Carlen, who was a
teacher in the gymnasium at Skara. Of Mathesius himself we read
further, that he returned to Sweden in 1784, and at his own request,
and by the recommendation of the Archbishop, was formally released
from his duties in London by a royal decree, dated May 17, 1785,
receiving at the same time a yearly pension of 66 ri.x-dalers 32 shillings,
until he should be preferred to a pastorate in ~weden. J\[eanwhile
he lived on St. Halfvara, an estate of his own, in the parish of
Hjorsater, belonging to the diocese of Skara, where he occupied
himself with private tuition. On :F'ebruary 14, 1805, he was appointerl
pastor of :Foglas in the same diocese, receiving at the same time
the title of dean. He died in 1808.
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NOTE 119.

PASTOR FERELIUS.
Magister Arvid Ferelius was the predecessor of Mathesius,118 as
pastor of the Swedish Church in London. In the Anteckningar, &c.,
we read concerning him: "He was born in J\Iariestad, 1\'Iay 17, 1725,
where his father I,ars Ferell followed the vocation of a dyer. After
passing through tht gymnasia of l\Iariestad and Skara, he went to
the University of Upsal in 17 46, and was ordained a priest at Skara
in 1754. In 1757 he visited the University of Greifswalde, and during
the war served as chaplain in the Royal W estgotha Dal regiment.
He "\vas made a master of philosophy at Greifswalde in 1757, and
returned to Sweden in the beginning of 1758. Having passed his
examination as pastor at Skara he was ordered the same year by
the Chapter of Skara to act as curate to Dr. N oring, pastor of the
Swedish Church in London. In 1761 he was installed as pastor in
the same Church, and having returned to Sweden in 1772, he was
the same year preferred to the pastorate of Skofcle with the title of
clean. He died in 1793. He was married June 1, 1768, to Sara
Kullman, daughter of Dean Kullman of Thorso in \Vestergothland,
who went to London to meet her future husband; the marriage took
place on board a Swedish vessel, the ceremony being performed by
Magister l\Iathesius, who was at the time in London. Their daughter
Helena Catharina, born in 1769, was married to Carl J oh. Schonherr,
the Councillor of Commerce; Greta, born in 1775, to Gust. J. Billberg, and Maria Christina, born in 1777, to Dr. Levin Olbers, Dean
of Skara."
After Ferelius had returned to Sweden in 1772, he was requested
by the House of the Clergy through their Speaker, Bishop Fors~enius,
to make a report of his experience with regard to Swedenborg. A
similar request was made to him by Professor Triitgard of Greifswalde in December, 1779, with which he complied in a letter dated
l!Iarch 17, 1780.
The editor of these documents succeeded in
obtaining a certified copy of this letter during his stay in Stockholm
in 1869, and a translation of it ·will be fotmd in Section X. A third
statement of his experience with Swedenborg, Ferelius made orally
to Dr. Carl J ohan Knos, Dean of Skara, who, when a yotmg man
on his way to the University of Upsal, staid with Ferelius in Skofde
in 1784, and who entered in his Diary an account of what he had
heard fi·om Ferelius respecting Swedenborg. Tlll.s account also will
be found in Section X.
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Swedenborg presented to Ferelius a copy of his A1·cana Cmlestia,
and Benedict Chastanier says in his "'l'ableau analytique et raisonnee," &c.
(London, 1786, 1weface, p. 21): "l\Ir. Springer121 reported to us in
substance, that Swedenborg strongly advised Ferelius to attach himself
to the Doctrine of the New Jerusalem, without minding the opposition
which he would probably meet with from men in general, and particularly
from his colleague l\Iathesius, 118 another Swedish minister, who had
ah·eady expressed himself strongly against these doctrines." That
Ferelius was favourably inclined towards the doctrines taught by
8wedenhorg, seems also to he proved by the circumstance that his
son-in-law, Councillor of Commerce Schonherr, was a most zealous
receiver of these doctrines, and the names of his two other sons-inlaw, Billberg and Olbers, are well-known in the annals of the New
Church in Sweden; Gustaf J. Billherg himself having been the
Secretary of the Society "Pro Fide et Charitate," the object of which
was ·the dissemination throughout Bweden of the doctrines taught by
~wedenhorg. Still during his life-time Ferelius never openly acknowledged himself a follower of Swedenborg, and in his letter to Professor
Tratg[trd he states: "I beg expressly that you will not mention my
name, as long as I live;" a request which was complied with by
the professor, who first communicated this letter to a correspondent
R[illberg?] in Stockholm, in 1796, three years after the death of
Ferelius.
NOTE 120.

JACOB J. BJURNSTAHL .
•Tacoh Jonas Bjornsb'lhl, a celebrated Swedish scholar and traveller,
lJorn in 1731. In his "Travels," published in six volumes after his
death hy C. Ch. Gjorwell, he mentions having met with Swedenhorg
in Paris. He died in 1779, in Turkey, after having just received the
appointment of Ordinary professor of the Latin, Greek, and Oriental
languages at Lund.

NOTE 121.

CHRISTOPHER

BPRI~GER.

Christopher Springer, one of Swedenhorg's personal friends, who is
often referred to as an authority, especially in matters connected with
~wedenborg's residence in London during the latter part of his life, was
Lorn in 1704. In his younger years he made many journeys iu the
45
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interest of several commercial enterprizes; and in 1741 appeared on
the theatre of politics. About that time Sweden declared war against
Russia, which, however, resulted disastrously for her, and compelled
her to accept Duke Adolphus Frederic of Holstein, a near relative
of the Empress of Russia, as heir-apparent to the Swedish throne.
Plomgren, a wealthy merchant of Stockhoim, was then the leader of
the House of Burghers, and opposed the election of Adolphus Frederic
in the interest of Denmark. This he did in opposition to the wishes
of his electors. Springer was the spokesman of the burghers of
Stockholm, who insisted that their representative in the Diet ought
to cousult the wishes of his constituents, and not to act in opposition
to them. Springer also charged Plomgren with abetting the incursion
of the Dalecarlians in 1743, after the defeat in Russia; and with the
distribution of Danish money. Springer's theory, that a representative
is responsible to the majority of his constituents savoured too much
of republicanism to be acceptable to the powers in office, and as he
could not bring sufficient proof to substantiate his charges, Plomgren
succeeded in 17 47 in having him declared guilty of treason. C. F. Nordenskold reports in his "Considerations generales," &c. p. 324, that
false witnesses deposed that Springer had used reprehensible language
respecting the King of Sweden, and that on that account sentence was
pronounced against him.
From 1743 to 1747, Springer seemed to have taken a prominent
part in Swedish politics; and either in 1746 or 1747, the followillg
occurrence took place, which is related hy Dr. Spence (see Section :X
in these words: "J\Ir. Springer told me before l\Ir. F. N orclenskold, 20
J\Ir. B. Chastanier, and others that, differing about politics, Count
Ekeblad had provoked him to draw his sword upon him, hut that
they had made it up, and promised not to mention it to any one
while in life; that afterwards the Count had attempted to bribe him
with a purse of 10:000 rix-dollars, which sum and the circumstances
attending the affair l\Ir. Swedenhorg particularly mentioned to him
as having from conversing with the Count just then deceased. [Count
Ekeblad died in Octo her 1771 ]. Every time l\Ir. Springer told
the story, for he repeated it more than once, he threw down his
handkerchief on the floor, while relating that part of it by my fireside,
t.o shew with what abhorrence he refused the purse." As Count
Ekeblad had returned to Sweden from a foreign mission in 1746,
thi3 occurrence must have taken place either in that or in the following year; for at the end of 1747, Springer fell a victim to the
machinations of his enemies, as related above. On hearing of the
order for his arrest, he took refuge at the house of the English
ambassador, Mr. Guycliken; but he was betrayed by one of the
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Swedish servants of the ambassador, and the next night was forcibly
dragged away, aml in January 1748 taken to the Swedish stateprison, l\[arstrand, near Gottenhurg. In 1752, he made his escape
in the disguise of an old woman, leaving the fortress about noon
with a small whiskey cask under his arm. He left the ~wedish coast
in a boat, in the hottom of which he had bored a large hole, with a
stopper, which he intended to pull out in case he shoula be in danger
of ca1Jture; for he preferred death hy drowning to life in a prison.
He was accompanied by three persons, hut they had only four loaves
of bread, and three pounds of meat. On the third day they 1·eached
the coast of Jutland, which was about thirty-five miles distant, and
from Jutland Springer embarked for Russia. Upon his arrival in
St. Petersburg he assumed the name of Christopher :Sperat, and
received from the Empress Elisabeth an appointment· as assessor in
the Department of Commerce. Under her orders he made a long
,journey for the promotion of commerce, and then settled down at
Archangel; whence he was summoned to St. Peterslmrg in 1754.
As the Swedish government had meanwhile heard of Springer's
whereabouts and demanded his surrender from the Russian government,
he resolved to take up his residence in London, refusing an offer
of the Austrian ambassador to become councillor of Commerce at
Trieste. He travelled incognito through the Russian provi11ce of
Ukraine to Poland, where he was presented to King Augustus at
"~ arsaw, and related to him the events of l1is life. :From Polauu
he went through Hungary and Germany to Rotterdam; and thence
to London, where he arrived in 1754. Here he was presented to
King George hy the Duke of Newcastle~ who was prime minister, was
invited to sit dowu, and a~kecl to relate to the King his history.
In London he soon came to he a person of consequence; for, as
there was no ~wedish minister at the Court of St..lames's at that
time (from 1748 to 17o3 ), he watched over the interests of his
cotmtry. In 1757, he was requested hy the High Chancellor to
preside in his stead as an arbitrator in an important lawsuit; and
in 1762 he \vas employed lJy the English government to conclude
peace between Sweden and J11 rederic t}te Great, who was the ally of
Bnglancl agaiust the RusHians, Austrians, French, a!Hl ~we<les, in
tlte Heven Years' 'Var. A proper time for negotiations seemed to
have arrived upon the withdrawal of the Hussians from the seat of
war in 17G2, when Peter Ill, a personal a<lmirer of i'1 re<leric, ascended
the Russian throne. rrhe circumstances under which ~weden joined
the enemies of Jhcderic are related in Document 19G, pag-e 5..J.i3,
where it appears that King Adolphus Frederic and his 4,ueen, Loui~a.
Ulrica, 11 were opposed to Sweden's participation iu the war, while
45*
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the Senate or the Privy Council were in its favour. The policy of
Eugland consisted in strengthening the hands of Adolphus Frederic,
by subsidizing him with a large sum of money. This plan was
agreed upon after consulting with Mr. Springer, and he was selected
by l\Ir. Pitt to carry it out. These particulars Mr. Springer related
to C. F. N ordenskold, who published tl~em in his "Considerations
generales," &c., pp. 324 and 325.
There we learn that the first
step taken by the English government was to appoint Springer a
privy councillor of Commerce; whereupon he communicated with
trusty friends of the King of Sweden, and by the greatest prudence and disinterestedness succeeded in conveying the large sum
of £100,000 into the hands of the King. This sum was applied by the
IGng in conciliating the more obstreperous and obstructive delegates
in the Swedish Diet, with a view of obtaining a majority of that
assembly; and afterwards he took measures to induce the Senate
to summon a meeting of the Diet, which for several years they
had steadily refused to do. These particulars are described by
C. F. Norclenskolcl thus: "Prince Gustavus now announced to the
several departments that his father was no longer willing to reign
over Sweden; and in the eulogium which he pronounced upon his
father he said, '\V"e saw the King lay do·wn his crown, and five days
afterwards resume it again, the Diet having been summoned, and
order restored."' The result of all this was that the policy
of peace prevailed at the Diet, and that peace 'vas concluded
between Sweden and Frederic the Great, in 1762.
Springer wrote on this subject to Abbe Pernety (see Section X):
"The particulars s,vedenborg has told me respecting my deceased
friends and enemies and the secrets between us, are almost incredible.
He explained to me the mode in which peace was concluded between Sweden and the IGng of Prussia; and he praised my conduct
on that occasion. He even specified the high personages whose
services I made use of at that time; which was nevertheless a
profound secret between us. On asking him how it was possible for
him to obtain such information, and who had discovered it to him,
he replied, "\Vho informed me about your affair with Count Claes
Ekeblad? You cannot deny that what I have told you is true.
Continue," he added, "to merit his reproaches; depart not from the
good way, either for honours or gain; but, on the contrary, continue
as constant therein as you have been hitherto, and you will prosper."
In the Anteckningar, &c. (p. 169), we read further concerning
Springer: "He became finally reconciled to the Swedish government,
and was honoured by letters from IGng Adolphus Frederic and
King Gustavus III, both of whom sought to induce him to return
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to his native country, which, however, he Jeclined to do, pleading his
advanceu age. Bjornstahl writes that, when he was in London in 1ii5,
H1winger was looked upon as the oldest pillar in the Council of the
Hwedish Church in that place. He found that he was very well informed
in contemporaneous politics, and in the secret history of Sweden, Eugland,
and Rus~ia, that he talked like a prophet ahout thiugs past and
future, that he was consulte<l as an oracle hy the highest geutlemen,
that he seemed especially created for diplomacy, and that he was a
most excellent politician. He calls him the father of the ~wedish
1wtion in London. He died August !J, 1i88, and according to his
own wish was buried in the Swedish churchyard. In the burial
register of the Church we find the following notice respectiug him:
"He defended the Swedish Church in London against several unlawful
attempts which were made to interfere with its rights, and was its stay
and support for a long period. He always loved his country sit!cerely
aud faithfully; and during the thirty-five years of his residence in
London gladly assisted with information aud advice his travelling
countrymen who came to England."
On the relations hetween Springer and Swedenhorg, the former
wrote to .Ahhe Pernety, "As reganh; myself, I cannot assign a
reason for Swedenhorg's great regard for me, who am not a man of
literature. It is true that we were good friends in Sweden, hut that
this friendship should have coutinued hetweeu us with such constancy
as it did, is what I did not expect."
NOTE 122.

JONAS CEDEHSTEDT .
.Jonas f'ederstedt was a councillor in the College of :\rines when
Swedenhorg became c01mected with it. He was first attorney and
afterwards clerk in the Court of Chancery at Upsal. In 1685 he became
priYate secretary to Count Fabian 'Vrecle, who was president ot the
Court of Reduction or Sequestration, and whose duty it was to reclaim
to the crown from the nobility the estates which had gradu~lly lJecome
alienated from it. On account of his services in that court he was
promoted in Hi87 to the position of attomey in the College of l\Iines.
In 1i04, he became assessor in the College; was ennobled in 1705,
when he cha11ged his uame from Carlstedt to Cederstedt; and in 1i13
he received the appointment of councillor of l\fines. He died in 1730.
Swedenhorg repeatedly mentions his former colleague in the
"Spiritual Diary," (nos. 4i01-4i03, 4~2(1, 59()7, u032.) His collusion
with Secretary Porath hy which he ohtained Yarious smns of money
detailed in nos. 4i01-4703, is described iu Note 127.
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NOTE 123.

AXDERS S'l'ROMNER.
He was an assessor in the College of Mines, when Swedenborg became
connected with it in 1717. After filling ·several important posts in
the Bank and in the Swedish Mint, he was appointed assessor of
the College of Mines in 1699, and was raised to the dignity of a
councillor of Mines in 1720. He died in 1730 at the age of eighty·
four. His daughter Anna Catherina was married to Assessor Olof
Benzelstjerna (see note to Document 64), a younger brother of
Ericus Benzelius.
KOTE 124.

DAYID LEIJEL.
Dand Leijel, a cousin of Adam Leijel (see Note 103), was an
assessor in the College of J\Iines when Sweden borg became connected
with it. He retired from the College in 1722, with the title of
Councillor of Mines; and as he removed to his mining property,
Elfkarlehy, before s,vedenborg settled down in Stockholm, they do
not seem to have become intimately acquainted. He died in 1727.

NOTE 125.

JOHAN

BERGE~STJERXA.

J ohan Bergenstjerna, assessor and subsequently councillor at the
College of Mines, was horn in 1668 at Linkoping, in the neighbourhood
of which his father Peter Berg was a farmer. Bergenstjerna's name
frequently occurs in the Acts of the College of Mines in connection
with that of Swedenborg; for the two were not only members of
the same hoard from 1723 to 1727, ]Jut they were often associated
in making inspecting tours among the mines. Besides, they were in a
certain sense related by marriage, as Bergenstjerna married in 1735
Elisabeth Brink, the widow of Sweclenborg's younger brother Eliezer
(see Document 62). Bergenstjerna entered the College of Mines in the
usual way, being first auscultant, without salary, in 1699; in 1707, he
became notary; in 1708, attorney, and in 1713 secretary. In 1720 he
was ennobled, when he changed his family name, Berg, into Bergenstjerna; the same year he became an assessor, and in 1731 councillor
of Mines; which office he held until1747, when he retired. He died in
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1748. His son, Daniel Bergenstjerna, hy his first wife, married
Helena Christina Swab, daughter of his second wife, Elisabeth Brink,
and her third husband, Anders Swab (see Note 6u); Bergenstjerna
himself having been her fourth husband.
As Swedenborg was so intimately acquainted with Bergenstjerna
during his natural life, it was to ue expected that he would meet
him again in the other worl<l; we accordingly find several reft'rences to him in the "Spiritual Diary." In no. 4351 he says concerning him, "During his life in the world he was of such a nature
that he injured no one openly, but he injured others secretly, whenever he could do so without being discovered; lie was merciless."
And in nos. 4396, 5132, and 5133 he speaks of him as the hypocrite
Bergenstjerna. In the last number he says: "He was of such a
character that in the world he was reputed a sincere man, who
acted for the good of the neighbour, the country, the Church, and
for God, when yet he was only in favour of himself; he denied every
thing of the Church, yea the Divine itself, and loved only his own
family and gain. Hence it was that in the other world he was
chiefly in externals, and spoke and thought just as a man in the
worhl, at which the spirits wondered." See also no. 5711.
NOTE 126.

GORAN V ALLERIUS.
Goran Ya1lerius, mentioned in Documents 159, 161, 16lc, and 163c
among the assessors of the College of l\Imes, was a younger son of
Professor Harald Vallerius (see Note 71). He entered the service
of the College of l\Iines at Fahlun in 1703; became master of l\Iines
(lJeJ·gmiistare) in Upland and Vester-N orrland in 1714, and in the
(Jester and Vester Berglagen in 1722. In 1730 he joined the
College of 11Iines as assessor. In 1742, he became a member of the
Academy of Sciences, and died in 17 44.
NOTE 127.

NILH POHATH.
Nils Porath was secretary of tlJe College of 1\Iines soon after
Swedenhorg became an active member of it in 1723. ·when Bwedenl,org applied for leave of absence in 1736, an<l relinquished half his
8alary, the College proposed to the King that Secretary Porath shoulcl
receive 300 dalers in addition to his own salary as secretary, and
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that he should undertake the duties of Assessor in Sweden borg's place 1
as appears from Document 162. In the same document (p. 453) the
College gives him the following testimony: "Nils Porath, on account
of his ability and experience in every thing connected with mining
and his long and faithful services, has already twice been proposed
for an Assessorship in the College." In his "Spiritual Diary,"
nos. 4701-4:703, under the head, Wonderful things respecting the
memory remaining after death (Porath and Cederstedtl 22), Swedenborg mentions a number of particulars that were read from the
memory of these two men as from a book; and which shows in a
remarkable manner how in the other life our sins will find us out.
The particulars respecting Porath related chiefly to various sums of
money, amounting altogether to about forty thousand rix-dalers, of
which he had in various ways deprived two private persons and the
public, and which, when examined, he confessed, besides many other
things, with all their details. "Aftenvards," he says, "those sums were
recounted which had been accepted by Cedersteclt,122 which occupied not
quite an hour's time; there were from 300 to 400 different sums, which
were all acknowledged by him. And he did so as soon as they were
pointed out, which was done with the minutest particulars. His book
also was read word for word; all that had been put clown in one
page, certain sums that he had received, and which he had also
written do\v'll. In short, it was astonishing to hear how all these
things were recounted without a mistake in less than an hom·. All
who stood by wondered that there should be such a hook, from
which all things are revealed and whence they are recalled. He
acknowledged all, because all the circumstances were exhibited."

NOTE 128.

BARON OLOF CEDERSTROM.
As secretary of State from 1728 to 1739, Baron Cederstrom
dispatched the business connected with Sweclenborg's application for
leave of absence in 1736 (see Document 162, B). He was the son
of Bishop Carlsson of W esteras, mentioned in page 108. He became
a member of the Privy Council or Senate in 1739, and died in 1745.
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NOTE 12H.

HAXS BTERCHENIUS.
llans Bierchenius was promoted to Secretary Porath's127 place,
when Swedenborg left the College of Mines on leave of absence iu
1736 (see Dr. Kahl's "Narratiuncula-," p. 13). In 1750, he was raised
to the dignity of assessor. He married Anna Catharina Leijel, who
was related to the Leijels of Notes 103 and 124. He is one of the
few persons with whom Swedenborg was associated at the College
of ]\fines whom he found in the other world in a good state. He
says concerning him in the "Spiritual Diary," no. 4717: "I saw two
with whom I had been acquainted in the world (l\Iorams66 and
Bierchenius). They appeared with countenances which differed from
their former ones. 'Vhen asked whether I recognized the latter, I
said, No. I then divined that it was Bierchenius, and it was also
discovered to me that it was he. He had a shining, fair human
countenance, and was seen in a carriage which was half opened, for
he was then reflecting on the doctrine of charity."

NOTE 130.

GDSTAP BUXEAUSCHULD.
Gustaf Boneauschold was secretary of State after Baron Cederstrom,I2M and in this capacity he affixed his name to the decree by
which Swedenborg's resignation as assessor in the College of l\Iines
was accepted (see Document 167). He was the son of Abraham
Boneau, a merchant in Stockholm. He was private secretary to Count
Arvid Horn,l04 in 1707; and secretary to the president of the College
of Chancery in 1714. In 1719, he was ennobled, and became secretary
of the Department of the Interior; in 1727, he was made councillor
of Chancery, and in 1739 secretary of State. He died iu 175-1.
According to Anrepp, Boneauskold was the special favourite a11d
confidant of King Frederic, Lut was not greatly loved by the people.
He was also very intimate with Bishop Swedl,erg, as appears from
Document 18, where the Bishop says, "Secretary BoneauskOld especially
is one of my good friendE." Boueauskold married in 1727 l\largaretha
S. Palmqvist, the daughter of Swedenhorg's former partron, HighChancellor Palmqvist (see Note 61). His character, as it developed
itself in the other world, is described hy Swedeuhorg in the "Spiritual
Diary," nos. 4788 to 4790. "He was of such a character that his
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thought about men was determined by gain, and not by their merit
or their excellence of life. In his mind he always showed a preference for and praised him from whom he received or might receive
gain, and he inveighed against those from whom he did not derive,
nor hoped to derive any advantage. Such was his character and his
nature, and hence he became altogether stupid, thinking that the
world was everything."
NOTE 131.

STANISLAUS LECZINSKY.
Stanislaus Leczinsky, King of Poland, who is mentioned in the
Introduction to Document 172, page 484, was born at Lemberg in
1677. His father, Rafael Leczinsky, was one of the most opulent
nobles of Poland. As early as 1699 young Stanislaus was sent as
Polish ambassador to Turkey, and in 1704 to Charles XII, after he
had defeated Augustus II, and deposed him from the throne of
Poland. In his capacity of ambassador, Stanislaus made such a
favourable impression on Charles, that he resolved to have him
created King of Poland. This took place in 1705. The further
particulars of his life v.ntil 1733 will be found in the Introduction
mentioned above. There it is stated that Stanislaus reigned in Poland
till 1709, when, upon the defeat of Charles XII at Pultawa, he was
dethroned, and, after staying for some time in Sweden, went in 1723
to "\V eissenburg in Alsace. After the death of Augustus II in 1733,
Stanislaus \Vas again proclaimed King of Poland by a faction of the
Polish nobility, and went to Dantzic. He was, however, defeated by
Augustus III, with the help of Russia. Besieged by the Russians
in Dantzic, Stanislaus narrowly escaped being made prisoner, by fleeing
in the disguise of a peasant to Jllarienwerder. By the conditions
of peace, which was concluded in Vienna in 1735, Stanislaus was
compelled to abdicate the Polish throne, though allowed to retain
the title of King of Polaud during his life. He recovered the confiscated possessions of his family, was created Duke of Loraine and Bar,
and took up his residence at Lnueville. After his death in 1766, these
provinces were absorbed by France. King Stanislaus is said to have
been one 0f the best sovereigns of Europe during the last century.
He is also known as an author, having in 1765 published in Paris
in 4 volumes his "<Envres du philosophe bien faisant," which treats
of philosophy, morals, and politics, and shows his love for the arts
and scien,ces.
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NOTE 132.

COUNT

LE,YE~HAUPT.

Count Charles Emil Lewenhaupt, was born in 1691. In 1709, he
was captain in the service of Holsh'in; and in 1715, colonel of the
regiment of the island of RUgen. In 1720, he was extraordinary
ambassador of Sweden to Vienna; and in 1722, he became majorgeneral of cavalry. In 1734, he was appointed the presiding officer
of the Diet; and when war was declared against Russia in 1741, he
was made commander-in-chief of the Swedish army. On account
of his non-success in war, he fell a victim to state intrigues, and was
beheaded in August, 17 43 (see p. 485).
NOTE 133.
COU~CILLOR ~ORDENCRANTZ.

Anders Nordencrantz, Swedenborg's opponent at the Diet of
1760 alHl 1761, was horn in 1697 at Sundswall, where his father
Lorentz Backman, was burgomaster. His father had thirteen children,
and could not devote much time or money to the education of Anders;
be~ides, the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon" informs us, he was, while
a boy, dull and of slow comprehension. The result was that he grew
up without much information, and had, when a young man, to make up
for his early deficiencies by close application and persevering study.
N ordencrautz accordingly was a self-taught man, and com hi ned in
a great degree all the advantnges and disadvantages of such a mode
of study. 'l'he di!'advantages were a great conceit of his own learning
and opinions, mHl a contempt for the learning ancl opinions of others,
coupled with great obstinacy; but at the same time with an iron will
which enabled him to conquer difficulties and remove obstructions.
Like all men of strong will, N ordeucrantz had many friends and many
enemies during his life, but, as his biographer informs us, he had
not a single friend who remained his friend during the whole of his
life. ~ordcncrantz engaged early in business for himself, and in
1720 removed to Drontheim in Norway, whence he trade<l to Great
Britain in fish and other merchandize. In 1722, he suffered shipwreck in going to Scotland, and on hcing rescued went to London,
where he shulie(l trade, political economy, and mechanics, aud began
the composition of a work on commerce aiHl political economy. In
1724, he returned to Sweden, and performed some engineering work8,
hy which he acquired credit at home and in Hussia; and iu 1727,
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was elected a member of the Diet for Sundswall. Here he opposed
a measure for the manufacture of salt, which had been granted by
the King to an English company, whereby he gained some renown.
In 1730, his work on political economy appeared, entitled Arcana
(Economice et Comtnercii, which had all the defects and also the
excellencies of a self-taugilt man, being exceedingly prolix, and lacking
order and system, but containing in it some shrewd and brilliant
passages. On the strength of this work and his merits in general,
the House of Burghers, of which he was a member, sent a memorial
to the King, recommending N ordencrantz for an honourable position
in the State. He thereupon • received the appointment of consul at
Lisbon, and was shortly afterwards promoted to the post of charge
d'affaires of Sweden at the Court of Lisbon. By his own request
he was recalled to Sweden in 1736, when he married a rich wife,
and spent the next ten years of his life in the country, writing a work
on Spain, which was printed in 1743. In the same year he was
ennobled, when he changed his name from Backmansson to Nordencrantz. In· 1747 he was appointed councillor of Commerce, but
resigned the office in 1762.
In the year 1755 a rise m the course of exchange excited the
attention of the whole country, and then arose those circumstances
which are desctribed in the Introduction to Document 174, and which
on the one hand induced N orclencrantz to publish the work described
in the Introduction to Document 181, and on the other hand led
Sweclenborg to compose Documents 174, 175, 176, and 177. Norclencrantz belonged to the party of the "caps," and Sweclenborg was
more in favour of the "hats;" N orclencrantz sought the cause of
the rise of exchange in a combination of some of the leading
merchants of Stockholm and in the Swedish form of government,
of which Count A. J. von Hopken was the head. Sweclenhorg, in
Document 174, traced the effects to entirely different causes; besiJes, he
stood up boldly for the existing form of Government in Sweden, and
defended Count Hopken and his colleagues against the attacks made
upon them by the party of the "caps." Swr '•nborg's share in the
proceedings of the Diet of 1761 is (:_
Count Hopken in a
letter to General Tuxen (see Section X) in these words: "rfhe most solid
and best written memorials at the Diet of 1761, on matters of finance,
were presented by Sweclenborg. In one of these he refuted a large
work in quarto on the same subject, quoting from it all the corresponding passages, and all tlll.s in less than a sheet." This was the
book published by Nordencrantz; and Swedenborg's review of it
constitutes Document 181. The racy correspondence resulting thence
between Swedenborg and N orclencrantz is contained in Documents
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182 to 193, and also the various resolutions and expostulations which
were offered on the subject in the ~wedish Diet.
Tl1e mea~ures advocated hy ~wedeulJOrg succeeded in the end,
for in .January, 1'iG2, the members of the Secret Committee were calle<l
in, and it was resolved that henceforth 110 money should lJe advanced
on movable property, which is the suhstance of Swedenborg's first
resolution on page 501. Nordencrantz no'v held aloof from politics
for a while, and also made friends with Swedenborg, as appears from
Document 194. 'l'he party of the "hats" also continued to hold the
reins of government.
In the next session of the Diet, however, the party of the '•lmts"
was forced to retire. Now .N ordencrantz came again to the front;
and a plan advocated hath hy Norclencrantz aml Swedeuhorg was
introduced, that the circulation of paper-money should he limited
to the amount of bullion held in store hy the Bank. Swedenhorg,
however, proposed to reach this result slowly and hy degrees, while
X ordencrantz was in favour of more decisive aml energetic measures,
which were the measures adopted. But this procedure increased the
difiiculties instead of lessening them; so that they retumed, in the
Diet of 17G9, to the origiual plan, hy which the Bank was authorized
again to advance money on every de:;cription of property.
N ordencrantz had meanwhile become a Bank commissioner, which
gave him a more intimate insight into the nature of the financial
crisis in Sweden, and on these suhjects he continued writing until
the time of his death in 1772, the same year that Swedenborg
departed this life.
~ordencrantz's biographer in the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon"
sums up his character in these words: "He was a man of judgment
and intelligence; hut one-sided and partial; he was self-willed, conceited, and ohstinate, like most self-made and self-taught men; dry,
massive, uncouth, and strong in hate; yet I believe him to have
heen an honest man, a good citizen, and a disinterested lover of
h.is country."
1!\'0TE

li~4.

BARON CARL FREDEHIC VUN liUPKE~.
Baron Carl Frederic von Hi.>pken, a younger brother of Count
Anders .J. von Hopkeu, to whom are addressed Documents 183
and 188, was horn in 1713. He was appoiuted royal chamberlain
in 1732, and the same year he and Ellward Carlesou 24 were sent
hy the College of Commerce to the East, to advance the commerce of Sweden. They travelled through Germany, Holland, aud
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France, and then went by way of Italy, Greece, and Cyprus to
Egypt, where they spent some time. From Egypt they returned
by way of Asia l\Iinor, Constantinople, Servia, and Bosnia to
Venice, where they found a royal decree appointing them both
charges d'affaires at the court of Constantinople. They arrived
there in 1735, and concluded a commercial treaty between Sweden
and Turkey in 1737. In 1736, they were both appointed councillors of
Chancery; and in 1738, Baron Hopken was created envoy extraordinary
to Turkey, in which capacity he concluded a defensive alliance
between Sweden and Turkey. In 1742, he retmned to Sweden, leaving
Carleson alone in Constantinople. In 1747, he became secretary of
State in the Department of War, and in 1757 president of the
Department of Finance. He died in 1778.

NO'l'E 135.

BARON P ALl\IST JERN A.
Baron Nils Palmstjerna was according to the Swedish "Biografiskt
Lexicon," the strongest member of the cabinet of which Count Hopken28
was chief. He was born in 1696, and served in the Swedish and
French armies until 1738, when he was appointed Swedish ambassador
to the Court of Denmark; which post he held until 17 44. In 17 46,
he was appointed senator, together with Count Hopken, Count Ekehlad,
and others; and in 1747, was elected chancellor of the University of
Lund, which greatly p~·ospered under his administration. From 1746
to 1761, he continued a member of the Swedish Senate, and according to his biographer "he was one of the most prudent, industrious,
and certainly one of the most influential, in a government in which
the King was a mere cipher. It is quite possible also that he had
a hand in every thing, but he avoided the appearance of it. His
was 'a Roman character' in the Latin meaning of that term. In
the year 175u, when an attempt was made on Sweden's liberty,
Palmstjerna seems to have been the one who more than any other
of his colleagues held fast to the principle, Fiat justitia et pereat
rnundus let justice be done and the world perish." Particulars of the
part Baron Palmstjerna took in shaping the politics of Sweden will
be found in the remarks appended to Document 196, pages 542 to
546; where it appears that he was compelled to leave the Sweclish
Senate in 1761, in conjunctio~ with Count Hopken28 and Baron
Scheffer.136 He was recalled to the Senate in the same year, hut
refused to accept the office. He died on his wife's estate of Sorby
in Nerike, in 1766.

COUNT ERIC BRA HE.
NOTE
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COUNrr SCHEFFER.
Count Carl Frederic Scheffer, who was horn in 1715, became a
member of the Swedish Senate in 1751. .From 175o to 17o~, he
superint<'nded the education of the Swedish princes, Gustavus Ill
and Frederic Adolphus. In 17o1, as appears from Document 1!JG,
he was obliged to resign his seat in the Senate, in conjunction with
Count Hopken and Baron Palmstjerna. He was recalled, however;
the same year, and continued in office until1765, when the administration
passed out of the hands of the party of the "hats," with whom Raron
Scheffer was identified. In the year 1765, he left the Swedish Senate
and at the same time his former party, and joined the party of the
King. In 1770, he accompanied the Crown-prince Gustavus on his tour
through Europe; and it is supposed that during this journey those
plans were matured which, in 1772, when Gustavus HI, on the ueath
of his father, ascended the Swedish throne, culmiuated in a coup
d'etat, by which the constitution of Sweden was superseded, and the
King of Sweden became again the personal ruler of his kingdom.
Baron Scheffer was made a count in 17G6. He continued to wield
great political power until the time of his death in 17tl6.
NOTE 137.

COUNrr ERIC BRAHE.
Count Eric Brahe, one of the unfortunate noblemen who were
executeu in 175() by order of the Swedish Diet (see Document 1!JG,
p. 543), was horn in 1722. He entered the Swedish military service,
and was made a colonel in 1752. In 1744 he was appointed a
memher of the special emhassy sent to Berlin, to accompauy to
Hwe<len the Princess Louisa Ulrica, its future (~uee11. 11 In 1752,
Count Brahe, as the first count on the roll, was vice-presi<lent of
the Hweclish Diet, and in 1755 he was elected president. Hwedenhorg reports of him in his "Spiritual Diary/' n. [J099: •'He was executed
at 10 o'clock, A.1\I., and he conversed with me at 10 o'clock, P.:\1.
thus after twelve hours; and then he spoke with me almost contiunally
for several days. After the second llay he commenced returning· iuto
the former state of his life, which consisted in loving worldly things;
and after the third day he was just as he had heeu in the world,
and was carried away by the evils which he had imLiLed in the world."
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NO'l'E 138.

BARON GUSTAF JACOB HORN.
Baron Gustaf Jacob Horn of Rantzien, a fellow-sufferer wit.h
Count Brahe,137 was horn in 1706. He was appointed chamberlain
of the King in 1731, and in 1744 became court-marshal of the Crown·
Princess, Louise Ulrica, 11 who afterwards became Queen of Sweden.
The names of the two others executed with Count Brahe and Baron
Horn were Captain Johan Puke, father of the celebrated Swedish
Admiral, Count Puke, and Captain Magnus StaJsvard.
NOTE 139.

BIDENIUS RENHORN.
Bidenius Renhorn, burgomaster of Arboga, was appointed by the
Swedish Diet prosecuting attorney in the case against Count Brahe,137
Baron Horn,l 38 and others, in 1756, receiving 6000 pliitar from the
Diet as his fee. In 1761, he \vas one of the most zealous defenders
of Barons von Hopken, Palmstjerna, and Scheffer, and against him is
directed the document discovered by Dean \Vieselgren140 among the
archives of the De la Garclie family, a document which he ascribes,
erroneously we maintain, to Swedenborg. Linnreus16 in his Nemesis
Divina relates the following anecdote of Renhorn: "Renhorn became
unwell, and eight days afterwards went to the Djurgardsbrunn, to
drink the waters there. One day he invited all the guests at the
springs to a collation, with the exception of a skipper of the name
of Ahlstrom, who, on account of his impertinent tongue, was generally
called the Ottoman Porte. On the following day Ahlstrom demanded satisfaction from Renhorn according to the "brunnsriitt," a jocular custom of
the springs. Ahlstrom, as prosecuting attorney, brought up Renhorn's
part in the condemnation of Brahe, Horn, and the others, and he
moved that Renhorn should suffer the same punishment. This occurrence
worked so much on Renhorn's mind that he left the springs and
retuwed home, where he caught a fever and died a few days afterwards." (See "Nya Kyrkan," &c., part II, p. 61.)
NOTE 140.

PETER \VIESELGREN.
Peter Wieselgren, the present Dean of Gottenburg, was horn in
1800. Wlil.le studying at the University of Lund in 1822 he accepted

THE DE LA GARVIE
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an invitation from Count De la Gardie to arrange his collection of
manuscripts; afterwards he had access to the manuscript collections
of Count Engestrom and others, thus laying the foundation of a
most extensive knowledge of Swedish history and biography. b1
1824, he began lecturing at Lund on the history of literature, and
iu 1828 he became librarian to the University. In 1833, he gave up
l1is librarianship and became pastor at "\Vesterstad and Ustraby, in
1847 at Helsingborg, and finally he became Dean of Gottenlmrg.
"\Vieselgren is one of the most prolific of Swedish writers, having begu11
his literary career as a poet in 1824, under the signature of "Minnes•'mger ur "\Viirend." He is best known as the editor of the Archives
of the De la Gardie family (Delagarrliska Arkivet), '"·hich since 1848
are preserved in the University Library of Lund, and were published,
in twenty volumes, from 1831 to 1844; as the contributor of more than
one hundred biographies to the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon," and
as the author of a History of Swedish Literature (Sveriges f:Jkona
Literatur) in five volumes. He published, besides, a great number
of sermons, and many pamphlets and lectures in the interest of the
temperance movement in Sweden. As a devoted adherent oftheLutherau
religion, which is the state religion of Sweden, "\Vieselgren has shown
himself strongly opposed to Swedenhorg, both in his "History of
Swedish Literature," and in the Swedish "Biografiskt Lexicon," in
which works he gives long extracts from the tirade against Bidenius
Renhorn, which he found in the Archives of Count De la Gardie,
and which, as we have proved in Document 196 (p. 545 to p. 549),
he erroneously ascribes to Swedenborg.
NOTE 141.

THE DE LA GARDIE FA:;\IILY.
'fhe De la Gardie family is an old and well-known noble family
of Sweden, to which their ancestor, Baron Pontus De la Gardie,
emigrated at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 'rhe founder
of the collection called "Delagardiska Arkivet" was Count .Tacoh
( i-ustaf De la Gardie, who was born in 1768, and who died in 184:2.
Hwedenborg describes in his "Bpiritual Diary," n. 1627, a marriage
hetween the :Empress of Russia and De la Gardie. This account,
which he wrote in the Swedish language, was inserted by the lilJrarian
Klemming in his edition of "Swedenhorg's Drommar," p. G6 to p. 70.
Dr. Kahl in his "N arratiunculre" supposes that the De la Gardio
mentioned there is Count Magnus .Julius De la Gardie who was
born in 1668, and who died in 17 41, and was the grandfather of
the Jacob Gustaf De la Gardie mentioned above.
46
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NOTE 142.

PROFESSOR SCHEXi\IARK.
Professor Nils Schenmark of Lund, Swedenhorg's correspondent
in 1766, was born in 1720 in Ostra Ny i~ the diocese of Linkoping.
In 1738, he became a student in Ltmd, where his uncle Dr. J. \Vil,hlin
was dean and professor of theology. He took his degree of master
of philosophy in 17±5; and in 1749, the observatory at Lund was
placed under his charge. In 1751, he was sent to Rernosand in
the far north, to take observations there in connection \Yith those
made by the celebrated French astronomer De la Caille at the
Cape of Good Hope, with the view of determining more precisely
the parallaxes of the moon and of the planets Venus and l\Iars. He
remained for a whole year at Hernosand, and acquitted himself so
well in the work entrusted to him, that he was chosen a member
of the Academy of Sciences in 1755. From 1758, to 1761 he
smTeyed the Swecli.sh coast from the Sound to Norway, in 1763 he
vms a.ppointed professor of mathematics at Lund. After a long illness
he died in 1788, universally respected.
NOTE 143.

JOHA:X HEL:MIK ROMAN.

J ohan Helmik Roman, "the great musician," with whom, according
to Document 6, § 23, Swecltmborg, "spoke on the day he was buried,"
was the sou of ._T ohan Roman, musical conductor to Charles XII,
and wa!'! born in 169±. He is one of the few Swedish musicians of
note. In his sixteenth year he became a member of the royal orchestra,
and was sent 'hy Queen ffirica Eleonora to England, io study thorough
bass under Handel. During his stay in London he was known as
the S\vedish virfiw:so, and in 1720 was invited by the Duke of Newcastle to take up his abode in his palace. In 1721, he returned to
Stockholm, and in 1'T27 became leader of the royal orchestra. In
1735, he again went abroad, and on his return was chosen a member
of the Royal Academy of Sciences. The last years of his life he
spent on his estate near Calmar, where he died December 20, 1758.
NOTE 144.

ANDERS CELSIUS.
Anders Celsius, who questioned the correctness of Swedenborg's

.Prittcipin (see Document 200, p. 566), was the son of Professor Nils

J.liAGISTER lliOBTER.
Celsius17 of Upsal, and was born in 1701. He was a real matlwmatical gemus, and under the instruction of his father and afterwards of Prof. Burman, 89 he made rapid. progress in mathematics,
and especially in astronomy. In 1728 he took the degree of master
of philosophy, and commenced lecturing on mathematics at Upsal in
l 729; and on Burman's death in 1730 he was appointed his successor.
He was thus called to a chair which had been successively occupied
l,y his grandfather on his father's side, Magnus Celsius; hy his
p-randfather on his mother's side, Anders Spole, and by his lmcle
Peter Elfvius; 54 but as ther~ was no olJservatory and no adequate
supply of astronomical instruments at Upsal, he undertook a long
joumey abroad. In Nuremberg he stayed with Doppelmayr, and
published his ,;Observations on the Aurora Borealis" (Ouservatiom:s
l ttminis borealis), in lrhich he declared himself opposed to the theory of
the am·ora deriYing its light from the zodiacal light. He afterwards
proceetled to Italy, where he corrected the meridian line which had heen
drawn in the Carthusian Church at Rome hy Bianchini and :Maraldi.
Here he also occupied himself in measuring the intensity of light; he
also determined the real size of the old Roman foot. \Yhen he arriYed
in Paris in 1734, Bogner was on the point of departing for Peru in
order to measm·e a degree in the neighbourhood of the equator.
Celsius }Jroposed measuring a degree in the high northern latitudes
as well, and this proposal was soon after carried out in Lapland by
himself, Maupertuis, and others. After his return to Upsal in 1738
he wrote a work on the meridian degree of Mauperluis under the
title, De observationibus pro figura telluris detcrnu'nanda in Gallia.
J;auitis. He subsequently took observations after IIorrebow~s method
on the latitude, and studied principally the theory of the satellites of
.Tupit.er. By hii5 influence the observatory at Upsal was finished in
1740; but Celsius died there soon afterwards in 1744. Many of his
papers on meteorology and magnetism are contained. in the 'l'ransactions of the Academy of Sciences of Stockholm. He originated
the centesimal scale of the thermometer, which is called after him.
NOTE 145.

MAGISTER OLOl!, HIOR'l'ER.
:Magister Oloflliorter, who, under the direction of Professor Celsius
computed the declination of the needle for U psal and 'l'ornea acc0rcling
to the principles laid down hy Swedcnhorg in his Principia, (see
Document 2GO, p. 580,) was horn in 1703. His attention ·was early
drawn tu mathematics and astronomy. Under the patronage of Couut
·i6*

724

NOTES TO VOL UJ.l!fE I.

Oxenstjerna he arrived at Upsal in 1732, a short time after Professor
Celsius had started on his journey abroad. He was at once appointed
lecturer on astronomy, and filled the place of Celsius during his absence. After the return of Celsius, he assisted him in his astronomical labours, usually undertaking the more difficult computations. After
Celsius' death he married his sister, Sam Marta Celsia. In 1746,
he was appointed director of the observatory, but died in 1750.
NOTE 146.

DR. ANDREAS LAN.LERUS.
Andreas Lamerus, who received as a present the first draught of
some of the memorable relations contained in the "True Christian
Religion," which Swedenhorg had left on board the ship in which
he sailed from Stockholm to Amsterdam in 1771, (see footnote, p. 62)
was at that time curate at Carlshamn. He acquired distinction as the
author of a work on the manners and customs of European nations
in general, and of t.he Swedish nation in particular; and also as
a poet. He obtained the degree of doctor of theology in 1800,
and was appointed pastor of Ingelstorp, where he died in 1810.

JOANNES V ASTOVIU~.
J oannes Vastovius is the author of a book on Scandinav-ian saints,
published at Cologne in 1623 under the title: Vdis Aquilonia seu
vitce sanctorum, qui Scandinaviam magnam illu.strarunt, the preface
to which was '\\Titten in Warsaw, so that it appears as if Vastovius
resided in Poland. He was a Catholic Swede, (see Document 43,
p. 218) and court-chaplain of King Sigismund. This work was reprinted
by Ericus Benz eli. us in 1708; and the reprint is meant by the Yitis
Aquilon'ia of which Swedenborg speaks in Document 44, p. 221.
NOTE 148.

DR. NORDBERG.
Dr. Goran Nordberg was born in 1677. In 1691, he became a
student at Upsal; and in 1703, took the degree of master of philosophy,
received holy orders, and was appointed chaplain in the artillery.
He rose rapidly into favour with Charles XII, and in 1707 was
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appointed royal court-chaplain in the King's body-guard. Dr. Nordherg remained with Charles XII until the battle of Pultawa, when
he was made prisoner by the Russians. He remained in captivity
with sixty-nine other chaplains until 1715, \vhen he was exchanged.
In the beginning of 1716, he joined Charles XU at Stralsund, where
he became confessor to the King, and superintendent of the chaplains
of the army. He followed the King to Lund and Norway, until he
in 1717 was appointed rector of the Clara parish in Stockholm. He
took an important part in the Diets of 1719, 1723, and 1731. ln
1732 he was made doctor of theology. In 1731 he was instructed
to write a life of Charles XII, which he wrote partly from his own
observations, and partly from information communicated to him hy
others. The manuscript was read by Queen Uh·ica Eleonora4 herself,
who struck out and added some parts with her own hand. A
committee was afterwards appointed to examine the work, which was
finally published in 17 40 in two large folio volumes. The Swedish
"Biografiskt Lexicon" says, "Dr. Nordberg, who in the familiar circle
of friends and in good company did not lack wit, and who as a
speaker was effective and powerful, as an historian did not rise above
the level of a mere chronicler." He died in 1744. He is repeatedly
mentioned in the "Spiritual Diary," see nos. 4543, 4544, 4811, and 4812.
In no. 4543 it is said that his ruling passion in life was money, and
that he was not over-scrupulous as to the means of obtaining it,
although to all outward appearance he was honest. In no. 4811,
it is declared that he did not believe either in the Father, the So11,
or the Holy Spirit, although he preached in accordance with the
Trinitarian faith; that he treated the Sacred Scripture with contempt
and contumely, and that this was the reason why •'in the latter years
of his life he was unwilling to preach."
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